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This invention relates to a device for holding greeting 
cards, particularly Christmas cards, to provide a tree-like 
display. 

Various tree simulating card holding devices heretofore 
have been developed. Generally speaking, these prior 
devices comprise a plurality of parts which not only make 
their assembly by the user cumbersome and time con~ 
suming but do not lend themselves to compact packaging 
either for shipment by the manufacturer, or storage by 
the user. In addition, with certain of these prior devices, 
separate card holding means, such, for example, as clips 
are needed to fasten the cards onto the card holding 
framework of the devices. In those instances Where card 
support means is provided on the framework of the de 
vice, only a limited area of each greeting card is in en 
gagement with the support means causing the cards to 
droop thereby imparting an overall poorly integrated, un 
attractive appearance to the resulting simulated tree dis 
play. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is pro 
vided a card holding device which overcomes the disad 
vantages of prior tree simulating card holding devices. 
The device of the present invention can be assembled 
with a minimum of effort by even the least mechanically 
adept individuals. In its disassembled form, the device 
can be compactly packaged for shipment by a manufac 
turer or storage by a user. The card receiving members 
of the device provide maximum support for a maximum 
number of cards, and the resulting card display has an 
integrated, highly attractive tree-like appearance. 

Briefly, the objectives of the present invention are at“ 
tained with a device comprised of a plurality, desirably 
three, elongated, upwardly converging, wire-like leg mem 
bers, the upper ends of which are in engagement with a 
leg supporting disc which maintains the leg members in 
spaced apart relation and at a suitable angle of inclina 
tion. The lower ends of the leg members are freely sup 
ported on a surface provided by a table, or the like. Each 
leg member has a plurality, desirably two, longitudinally 
spaced, inwardly extending notches intermediate the ends 
thereof for engaging card holding discs of different di 
ameters. An upper card holding disc, of smallest diam 
eter, is fastened in superimposed relation to the leg sup 
porting disc of the device. Each of the card holding 
discs is provided along its periphery with a plurality of 
evenly spaced, inwardly extending, elongated vertical card 
receiving slots which enable a Christmas card, for ex 
ample, of any size, to be easily engaged therein and se 
curely held. The device in its assembled form has a 
truncated, generally conical shape. It is light in weight 
both before and after cards have been placed thereon, and 
readily can be moved to any desired location. 

These and other features and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent from the following de 
tailed description, when taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of an embodiment of 
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the device of this invention with greeting cards in posi 
tion thereon; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded view of said embodiment of the 

device without the greeting cards in position thereon; 
FIG. 3 is a view in perspective of said embodiment of 

the device without the greeting cards thereon; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view taken 

substantially along line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 
FIG 5 is a fragmentary view in perspective illustrating 

the manner in which the upper ends of the leg members 
are engaged with the leg supporting disc; and 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view of the 

card receiving slots in one of the card holding discs of 
said embodiment of the device. 

Referring, now, more particularly to the drawing, the 
embodiment of the present invention there illustrated, 
designated at Iltl, comprises three elongated leg members 
12, formed from relatively heavy gauge steel wire, having 
a lower end portion 14, an upper end portion 16, and an 
intermediate, elongated portion 18. The lower end por 
tion 14 of each of the leg members 12 is bent inwardly to 
provide greater support for the device which in use rests 
on a suitable supporting surface such as a table top, coun 
ter, or the like. The upper end portion 15 of each of the 
leg members 12 engages a leg supporting disc 20 which 
serves to maintain the leg members in spaced apart rela 
tion and at a suitable angle of inclination to impart a 
generally conical or tree-like con?guration to the com 
piete assembly. 
As best shown in FIG. 5, the disc 20 has three equally 

spaced openings 22 therethrough which receive the upper 
end portions 16 of the leg members 12. Each end por 
tion to of the leg members is formed to provide a sub 
stantially horizontal shoulder portion 16:: which engages 
the lower surface of the disc 20. Each portion 16a of the 
end portions in of the leg members is joined to a substan 
tially vertical portion 16b which is received in the open 
ings 22 of the disc 20. Each portion 16b, in turn, is 
joined to a substantially horizontal portion 160 which 
overlies the upper surface of the disc 29. The disc 20 is 
provided with three equally spaced, peripheral notches 
212-, opposite the openings 22 thereof, which engage each 
of the leg members 112 at a point adjacent the juncture of 
each portion lee with the upper end of the intermediate 
portion 18 of the leg members 12. This arrangement 
prevents pivotal movement of the leg members about an 
axis de?ned by the vertical portions 161: of the ends 16 
and serves to maintain the portions 18 of the leg members 
at a suitable, stable angle of inclination. 
Each of the portions 18 of the leg members 12 has two 

inwardly extending, longitudinally or vertically spaced 
notches Zttl and 32 formed by bending, to a limited extent, 
each portion 18 back upon itself at properly spaced in 
tervals. The notches 3t} and 32 each has a substantially 
horizontal inwardly extending portion 39a and 32a, re 
spectively, joined to upwardly and outwardly extending 
portions Stlb and 325, respectively. Each of the notches 
33 in the portions 18 of the leg members 22 is adapted 
to engage equally spaced radial slots 34 communicating 
with a central opening 36 in a card holding disc 4d. The 
opening 36 in the disc as is of su?icient diameter to en 
able the disc Zti to pass therethroug'h for reasons that will 
be made clear as the description proceeds. Each of the 
notches 32 in the portions 18 of the leg members 22, in 
turn, is adapted to engage equally spaced radial slots 42 
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which communicate with a central opening 44 in a card 
holding disc 46 of lesser diameter than the disc 40. Like 
the opening 36 in the disc 40, the opening 454 in the disc 
46 is of su?icient diameter to enable the disc 20 to pass 
therethrough. 

In assembling the device 10, the upper ends 16 of each 
of the leg members 12 ?rst are engaged with the support 
disc 20, making certain that each portion 18 of the leg 

, members is engaged in the notches 24 of the disc 20. 
The larger diameter card holding disc 40 is then lowered 
into position in the notches 30 by passing the disc 20 
through the opening 36 in the disc 40. The diameter of 
the opening 36 is su?icient to allow for easy pass-through 
of the disc 20, and the diameter of the disc 40 and the 
length of the radial slots 34 thereof are such to enable 
the disc 20‘ to maintain the portions 18 of the leg mem 
bers at a suitable angle of inclination. The next largest 
diameter card holding disc 46 is then lowered into posi 
tion in the notches 32 by passing the disc 20 through the 
opening 44- thereof. Like the opening 36 in the disc 40, 
the opening 44 in the disc 46 is of suf?cient diameter to 
allow easy pass-through of the disc 20. Also, like the disc 
40, the diameter of the disc 46 and the length of the 
radial slots 42 thereof are such as to enable the disc 20 
to maintain the portions 18 of the leg members at a suit 
able angle of inclination. 
The assembly is completed by fastening a third, smaller 

card holding disc 50 over the disc 20 and the portions 
160 of the ends 16 of the leg members. This can con 
veniently be achieved by providing the disc 20 with a cen 
tral opening 52 and the disc 50 with a central opening 
54 ‘of similar size. The disc 50 may then be secured to 
the disc 20 by inserting a screw 56 up through the open 
ings 52 and 54, and screwing it into a screw post 53. 
As illustrated in FIGS, 2 and 3 of the drawing, each 

of the card holding discs has a plurality of evenly spaced, 
elongated S-shaped, card receiving slots 60 extending in 
wardly from the outer margins of the discs. The length 
of the slots 60 and the curvature thereof enables the 
cards to be readily inserted into position therein yet pre 
vents the cards from becoming too easily dislodged from 
the slots 60 by inadvertent movement of the device 10. 
The general shape of the slots 60 in the card holding discs 
40, 46 and 50, and the extent of the contact between the 
curved walls de?ning the slots and a card 62 is clearly 
‘illustrated in FIG. 6. 
As shown in FIG. 4, the card holding discs are each 

disposed in a substantially horizontal plane parallel to 
the plane of the supporting surface on which the device 
rests and parallel to each other, and are substantially 
equidistantly vertically spaced with relation to one an 
other. The entire arrangement enables a user to provide 
a card display having an overall uniform and eye-appeal 
ing appearance with any size greeting card. To enhance 
the attractiveness of the device, the upper surfaces of the 
card holding discs may be covered with colored paper or 
foil. 

While ‘there has been shown and described in detail 
herein what is presently considered to be a preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention ‘it will be apparent that 
various modi?cations and changes may be made in the 
described embodiment without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device for holding greeting cards to provide a tree 

like display, comprising: a plurality of elongated relatively 
slender support members the lower ends of which are 
disposed in spaced apart relation and adapted to rest 
on a supporting surface for the device and the upper ends 
of which are inclined inwardly to impart a substantially 
upwardly tapered con?guration to the support members, 
anchoring means for engaging the upper ends of the sup 
port members to maintain them in spaced apart relation 
and at an angle of inclination with respect to a support 
ing surface for the device, a plurality of card holding 
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members supported on said support members, said card 
holding members having different dimensions and being 
disposed in substantially horizontal planes in spaced ver 
tical relation to each other, each of the card holding 
members positioned between the ends of said support 
members having a substantially centrally disposed open~ 
ing therethrough for receiving said support members and 
a plurality of spaced, elongated vertical slots in the 
edge portions of said card holding members for receiv 
ing and retaining greeting cards in a substantially vertical 
position. 

2. A device for holding greeting cards to provide a 
tree-like display, comprising: a plurality of elongated 
relatively slender support members the lower ends of 
which are disposed in spaced apart relation and adapted 
to rest on a supporting surface for the device and the upper 
ends of which are inclined inwardly to impart a substan 
tially upwardly tapered con?guration to the support mem 
bers, each of said support members having a plurality of 
inwardly extending longitudinally spaced notches formed 
therein, anchoring means for engaging the upper ends 
of the support members to maintain them in spaced apart 
relation and at an angle of inclination with respect to a 
supporting surface for the device, a plurality of circular 
card holding members having means for engaging the 
notches on said support members, said card holding mem 
bers having different diameters and being disposed in 
substantially horizontal planes in spaced vertical relation 
to each other on said support members, each of the card 
holding members positioned between the ends of said sup 
port members having a substantially centrally disposed 
opening therethrough for receiving said support members 
and a plurality of spaced, elongated, inwardly extending 
vertical slots in the edge portions of said card holding 
members for receiving and retaining greeting cards in a 
substantially vertical position. 

3. A device for holding greeting cards to provide a 
tree-like display, comprising: a plurality of elongated leg 
members the lower ends of which rest in spaced apart re 
lation on a supporting surface for the device and the upper 
ends of which are inclined inwardly to impart a substan~ 
tially upwardly tapered con?guration to the leg members, 
a support disc having a plurality of spaced openings there 
through for engaging the upper ends of the leg members 
to maintain them in spaced apart relation and at an angle 
of inclination with respect to a supporting surface for the 
device, a plurality of card holding members supported on 
said leg members, said card holding members having dif 
ferent dimensions and being disposed in substantially hori 
zontal planes in spaced vertical relation to each other, the 
card holding member of smallest dimension being secured 
on said leg members in superimposed relation to said 
support disc, and a plurality of spaced, elongated, inward 
ly extending curved slots in the edge portions of said card 
holding members for receiving and retaining greeting 
cards. 

A device as claimed in claim 3 wherein the support 
disc is provided with leg member engaging notches at the 
periphery thereof to prevent pivotal movement of the leg 
members. 

5. A device for holding greeting cards to provide a 
tree-like display, comprising: three elongated wire-like 
leg members the lower ends of which rest in spaced apart 
relation on a supporting surface for the device and the 
upper ends of which are inclined inwardly to impart a 
substantially upwardly tapered con?guration to the leg 
members, each of said leg members having two inwardly 
extending longitudinally spaced notches formed therein, 
a support disc having a plurality of spaced openings there 
through for engaging the upper ends of the leg members 
to maintain them in spaced apart relation and at an angle 
of inclination with respect to a supporting surface for the 
device, three card holding discs, two of said discs having 
radial slots therein for engaging the notches of said leg 
members, said card holding discs having different diam 
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eters and being disposed in substantially horizontal planes 
in spaced vertical relation to each other, the card holding 
disc of largest diameter occupying the lowermost card 
holding position on said leg members and the card holding 
disc of smallest diameter occupying the uppermost card 
holding position on said leg members thereby to impart 
a substantially conical con?guration to the device, and a 
plurality of uniformly spaced, elongated, substantially 
S-shaped, inwardly extending slots in the edge portions of 
said card holding discs for receiving and retaining greet 
ing cards. 
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