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TARGET DEVICE WITH JET BALL RETURN 

Charles P. Younce, Greensboro, N .C., assignor of ?fty 
percent to Marilyn Younce Spence, Greensboro, N.C. 

Filed Mar. 19, 1962, Ser. No. 180,486 
3 Claims. ((11. 273-176) 

The present invention generally relates to a target 
device or practicing device simulating actual gol?ng 
conditions and represents various improvements on that 
type of structure disclosed in copending application Serial 
No. 1,783, ?led January 11, 1960 for Target Device, now 
Patent No. 3,037,776. 

Basically, the present invention includes a target device 
having what may be considered a tee area and a target 
area or simulated green in the form of an upright target 
member ‘and the primary object of the present invention 
is to provide a novel ball return means whereby a golf 
ball after having been struck and projected towards the 
target will be automatically and expeditiously returned. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a net type of enclosure for enclosing a longitudinal space 
extending from the tee ‘area to the target area including 
a frontal frame at the tee area having a convexly curved 
upper end to provide sufficient vertical height to enable 
the golf club to move through its normal path during 
‘swinging thereof without any danger of the golf club 
hitting the frame. 

Another feature of the present invention is to provide 
a target device having a ball return mechanism using a 
jet principle for returning the balls. 

Still another feature of the present invention is to pro 
vide a ball return mechanism including a tube having a 
terminal end portion adjacent the tee area. 

Still another feature of the present invention is to pro 
vide a target device which may be used either indoors 
or outdoors and which may be constructed on a small 
scale as a toy or the like but yet which is simple in con 
struction, easy to ‘set up, effective for its particular in 
tended purposes and generally inegpensive to manufac 
ture. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the golf target 

device of the present invention; 
vFIGURE 2 is a longitudinal, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 2-—2 
of FIGURE 1 ‘illustrating the details of construction of 
the target ‘member; 
‘FIGURE 3 is a transverse, sectional view taken sub 

stantially upon a plane passing along section line 3-3 
of FIGURE ,2 illustrating the face view of the target mem 
ber with portions thereof broken away to illustrate the 
details thereof; 
FIGURE 4 is a detailed sectional view taken substan 

tially upon a plane passing along section line 4—4 of 
FIGURE 1 illustrating the construction of the tension 
wires for supporting the netting and also the frontal frame 
construction; 
FIGURE 5 is a detailed sectional view illustrating the 

speci?c construction of the jet ball return means; 
FIGURE 6 is a detailed sectional view of the terminal 

end of the ball return tube illustrating the manner in 
which excess balls are stored therein ready for use; 
1FIGURE 7 is a detailed sectional view taken substan 

tially upon a plane passing along section lines 7—7 of 
FIGURE 4 illustrating the construction of the top arched 
portion of the frontal frame; 
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‘FIGURE 8 is a perspective view of the frontal shelf 
disposed forwardly of the target member; 
‘FIGURE 9 is a front view similar to FIGURE 3 but 

illustrating a modi?ed form of target member; 
FIGURE 10 is a vertical sectional view taken substan 

tially upon a plane passing along section line -10‘—1tl of 
FIGURE ‘9 illustrating further structural details of this 
form of the target member; and 
‘FIGURE 11 is a detailed sectional View of a modified 

holder for the return tube. 
Referring now speci?cally to the drawings, the numeral 

v10 generally designates the target device of the present 
invention which includes an elongated tunnel 12 de?ned 
by netting 14 which extends from a target member gen 
erally designated by numeral 16 to a tee area generally 
designated by numeral 18 and which includes a frontal 
frame generally designated by the numeral 20, a ball 
return tube generally designated ‘by numeral 24 and illus 
trated particularly in FIGURES 2 and 5. 

Beginning with the tee area ‘18, FIGURE 4 illustrates 
this construction which includes a generally flat plate 26 
resting on the ground surface 28 and anchored thereto 
in any suitable manner. Centrally of the plate 26 is an 
upstanding projection or tee ‘30 having a socket on the 
upper end thereof for receiving a golf ball 32 in the nature 
of a conventional tee whereby the golf ball 32 may be 
struck by a person using a golf club in a conventional 
manner. The plate 26 and the tee 30 thereon may be 
of unitary construction and may be either placed on the 
ground surface 28 and anchored thereto or partially em 
bedded therein, or if desired, a conventional gol?ng tee 
may be used if the target device is employed outdoors. 
As illustrated, the tee area is immediately adjacent the 
frontal frame 20 so that the golf ball 32 will immediately 
enter the tunnel 12 formed by the netting 14 when it is 
driven by a golf club in the usual manner. 
The frontal frame 20 includes a pair of longitudinally 

elongated angle iron members 34 having the external 
flange thereof disposed vertically and being anchored to 
the ground surface by suitable pointed anchor members 
'36. A portion of the vertical flange of the angle iron 
‘members 34 disposed inwardly towards the target mem 
ber 16 in relation to the tee area 18 is provided with a 
plurality of notches 38 which are inclined towards the 
tee area 18. 
Upstanding from the two angle iron members 34 is a 

pair of vertical tubular side members 40 pivoted to the 
vertical ?ange by fastening bolts 42 or the like which ex 
tend through slots in members 40. The upper ends of the 
tubular upright or side members 40 are interconnected by 
an arcuately bowed tubular member 44 which forms an 
arched upper portion for the front end of the tunnel 12. 
The down-turned ends of the bowed tubular member 44 
are telescoped into the upper ends of the upright tubular 
members 40 and are secured thereto by fastening bolts 46 
as illustrated in FIGURE 7. The fastening bolts may be 
of any suitable variety but for convenience may have a 
wing nut 48 thereon. The fastening bolts 46 also serve to 
pivotally anchor a brace 50 to the upper end portion of 
each tubular upright member 40 with the braces 50 ex 
tend downwardly and forwardly and terminating in a 
?attened lower end portion 52 for engagement with a se 
lective one of said notches 38 on the angle iron member 
34 thereby enabling variation in the upright plane of the 
frontal member or frame 20 which normally is disposed 
substantially in a vertical position but may be varied 
slightly to provide for variations in the length of the 
tunnel netting 14. 
The tunnel 12 formed by the netting 14 is supported by 

a plurality of tension wires or cables 54. As illustrated in 
FIGURE 1, there are four tension cables 54 and the ends 
thereof connected with the frontal frame 20 are connected 
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to eye bolts 56 by virtue of a conventional loop-type con 
nection 58 or snap hook assembly. The eye bolts 56 ex 
tend through openings in the bowed tubular member 44 
and have wing nuts 60 thereon whereby the tightening of 
'the wing nuts 60 will effectively tension the cables or wires 
54 so that the wires will become taut for effectively sup 
porting the netting 14 thereby forming the tunnel 12. The 
braces 50 combined with the angle iron members 34 serve 
to retain the frontal frame 20 in the desired upright con 
dition and maintain the tension on the wires 54. The 
other ends of the tension wires or cables are connected 
with the target member 16 in a manner described herein 
after. The netting 14 may be light weight material of any 
suitable construction such as light weight plastic or the 
like and may be colored green or any other suitable color. 
The end of the netting adjacent the frontal frame extends 
around the frontal frame 20 generally in the form of a 
hem with the free edge thereof being attached to the net 
ting by fasteners 60 of any suitable construction such as 
shower curtain supporting ring members or the like. 
Also, the various bolts which extend through the frontal 
frame more adequately serve to retain the netting in po 
sition thereon. 
The target member 16 includes a rigid rotatable target 

plate 62 of rectangular con?guration which target plate in 
cludes a covering of cushioning material 64 on the front 
or inner surface thereof which faces the tee area 18. The 
cushioning material 64 may be in the form of a cellular 
material having very low rebound characteristics but yet 
will effectively cushion golf balls striking the target plate 
62 and cause them to drop substantially vertically down 
wardly adjacent the front surface of the target member 16. 
Centrally disposed in the plate 62 is an enlarged opening 
66 and a similar opening 68 is provided in the‘cushioning 
material 64. Located behind the opening 66 is a frusto 
conical member 70 having longitudinally spaced target 
plates 72 and 74 extending transversely thereof together 
with an end plate 76. The target plate 72 is provided with 
a cushion 78 on the forward surface thereof while the 
plate 74 has a cushion 80 and the plate 76 has a cushion 
82. The target plate 72 and cushion 78 have an opening 
centrally disposed thereon and designated by a numeral 
84 which is smaller in diameter than the openings 66 and 
I68. Correspondingly, the target plate 74 and the cushion 
member 80 having an opening 86 therein which is smaller 
in diameter than the opening 84. The cushioning mem 
ber 82 and, of course, the target plate 76 have no opening 
and serve as a retainer for golf balls projected through 
the openings 68, 66, 84 and 86 so that if the golf ball 
proceeds through all of the apertures and engages the 
cushioning member 82, the ball may be considered to have 
hit the “bulls-eye.” 
For supporting the small end of the conical member 70 

there is provided a brace 88 extending downwardly and 
longitudinally with the upper end thereof attached to the 
target plate 76 by fastener 90. The bottom end thereof is 
provided with an inclined ground-engaging plate 92 and a 
depending pointed member 94 for insertion into the 
ground surface 28 thereby forming a support for the coni 
cal target member 70. 
The transverse cross-sectional con?guration of the coni 

cal member 70 is illustrated in FIGURE 3, and at the bot 
tom thereof the plate 74 and cushion 80 are provided with 
'an opening 96, the plate 72 and cushion 78 are provided 
with an opening 98 while the target plate 62 and cushion 
68 are provided with an opening 100. The openings 96, 
98 and 100 are in alignment with each other and are at the 
Ibottom of the conical member 70 so that any golf balls 
passing through the target member 62 will ultimately roll 
,back through the openings 96, 98 and 100 at the bottom of 
the conical member 70 and then drop downwardly onto 
the area enclosed by the tunnel 12 at the front surface of 
the target member 16. 
The target plate 62 is supported by a pair of longitudi 

nally extending angle iron members 102 having upright 
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vertical ?anges disposed outwardly with the angle iron 
members 102 being anchored to the ground surface by 
pointed anchor members 104. 
A pair of downwardly inclined braces 106 are pivotally 

connected to the side edges of the target plate 62 by 
fastening members 108. The lower ends of the braces 106 
Iare ?attened as at 110 and engage with one of a plurality 
of notches 112 formed in the vertical ?ange of the angle 
iron member 102. Thus, the target member 62 may be 
supported in a substantially vertical condition with the 
braces 106 serving to retain the target member 62 in posi 
tion. For purposes of attaching the braces 106 and for 
attachment to the angle iron members 102, the target 
member 62 is provided with a peripheral ?ange 114. 
Across the upper edge of the peripheral ?ange 114, there 
is provided a plurality of rearwardly opening slots 118 
which receive the terminal ends of the cables or wires 54 
'which may be provided with a knot or an enlargement 122 
on the end thereof for terminal attachment to the ?ange 
114 thereby serving to positively maintain the wires 54 
taut and maintaining the tunnel 12 in the desired condi 
tion. The netting 14 extends alongside of the side edges 
of the target members 62 and may be attached thereto by 
virtue of and engagement with the ?ange 114 or by rings 
or other suitable means. 

Disposed rearwardly of the target member 16 is a 
recess 124 in the ground surface 28 which receives a 
peripheral wall member 126 forming an enclosure for 
an electric motor 128 having a fan of the axial ?ow type 
130 connected thereto and received in a housing 132 
and supported on a suitable base 134. The housing 132 
is open at one end and the other end is connected to a 
generally conical discharge tube 136 which provides 
for high velocity air ?ow discharging from the fan 130. 
The conical discharge 136 inclines downwardly and con 
tinues to reduce in transverse area thereby forming gen 
erally a nozzle 138 communicated with a horizontally 
disposed golf ball pickup tube 140 with the axis of the 
nozzle 138 being acute in relation to the longitudinal 
axis of the horizontal golf ball pickup pipe or tube 140 
so that a golf ball 142 will be propelled along the pipe 
or tube 140. Spaced from the nozzle 138 is an air dis 
charge opening 144 whereby a portion'of the high velocity 
air discharged into the tube or pipe 140 will be discharged 
through the opening 144. Thus, as the air enters the 
tube or pipe 140, the high velocity thereof will create 
somewhat of a vacuum or reduced pressure in the inlet 
146 of the golf ball pickup tube thus causing the golf 
balls to proceed from the inlet 146 past the nozzle 138 
wherein the air blast then will propel the golf balls 
through the discharge end of the golf ball pickup tube 
with a portion of the air being discharged through the 
opening 144. The junction of the intake tube or inlet 
146 with the conical discharge tube or nozzle 138 and 
the discharge opening 144 formed in the wall of pickup 
tube 140 all cooperate to provide a venturi effect to move 
the balls back to the tee area through a connecting con 
veying tube 164. 
The inlet 146 of the golf ball pickup tube 140‘ is 

communicated with a depending adaptor or trough 148 
which extends upwardly and communicates with the top 
surface of a frontal shelf 150. The frontal shelf has 
downwardly inclined side portions as illustrated in FIG 
URE 3 with the entire shelf being inclined downwardly 
towards the target plate 62. Depending side plates 152 
form side walls for the space above the frontal shelf 
150 and the periphery of the frontal shelf 150 has a 
depending ?ange 154 for anchoring the frontal shelf in 
position and for also engaging the adaptor 148. Thus,‘ 
any golf balls which engage the front of the cushion 64 
and drop downwardly will drop onto the frontal shelf 
150 and by gravity will be discharged into the adaptor 
148. Also, any golf balls which go through the open. 
ings 68 and 66 and possibly through the openings dis 
posed therebehind will ultimately roll downwardly along 
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the bottom interior surface of the conical member 70 and 
be discharged through the opening 100 onto the frontal 
shelf 150 and then into the adaptor 148 and into the jet 
type ball return mechanism. In order to form a wall 
for the portion of the frontal shelf 150‘ in alignment with 
the target plate 62, a depending extension plate 156 is 
provided which also serves as part of the adaptor 148. 

Also connected with the adaptor 148 is an elongated 
inclined tube in the form of an intake tube or pipe 158 
which increases slightly in transverse cross-sectional area 
as it extends longitudinally and slightly upwardly from 
the adaptor 148 to an inlet elbow 160 which is disposed 
longitudinally forwardly of the frontal shelf and ter 
minates in an opening 162 somewhat in the nature of the 
hole in the green area so that the device may be used 
for practice putting if desired and also enabling golf 
balls used in this manner to be automatically returned. 
The tube 140 extends through the peripheral wall 126 

and then extends longitudinally rearwardly as an under 
ground conveying tube 164 longitudinally alongside of 
the tunnel and adjacent the frontal frame, the tube 164 
extends upwardly in a terminal end portion 166. The 
terminal end portion 166 extends through an anchor loop 
168 and then curves downwardly into a storage portion 
designated by numeral 170 for receiving a plurality of 
golf balls 142. The loop 168 is anchored to one of the 
tubular uprights 40 in any suitable manner such as 
by bolt-type fastener or the like and reinforcing mem 
bers 172 may be provided for securing the tube in place 
through the anchor loop 168. The terminal end of the 
storage portion 170 is provided with a closure plate 174 
pivotally mounted on downwardly extending lugs 176 
by a pivot pin 178 and spring members 180 are provided 
for biasing the plate 174 to a closed position. The 
center of the plate may have a semi-spherical recess 182 
formed therein for partially receiving a golf ball 142. 
Thus, when the golfer desires a golf ball, it is only neces 
sary for him to engage the upwardly extending terminal 
end of the closure plate 174 and force it downwardly 
towards the dotted line position illustrated in FIGURE 
6 and retrieve a single golf ball and then let the closure 
plate 174 be spring-biased back to the closed position 
by the axial coil spring 180 or the like. 
Sand may be provided between the putting cup 162 

and the frontal shelf 150 in order to practice sand trap 
shots. FIGURE 8 illustrates a removable bunker in 
cluding a generally ?at plate 184 and an upwardly offset 
semi-cylindrical portion 186 which will simulate a bunker 
or sand trap which would be installed at the forward edge 
of the sand area and will simulate the actual conditions 
encountered when blasting out of a sand trap. 
FIGURES 9 and 10 illustrate a modi?ed form of target 

member generally designated by numeral 190 which in 
cludes a target plate 192 and a cushioning member 194 
on the surface thereof facing the golfer. The cushion 
ing member 194 and the target plate 192 have two large 
‘openings 196 extending therethrough and a smaller open 
ing 198 extending therethrough below the openings 196 
as illustrated in FIGURE 9. Also, there is a very small 
opening 200 adjacent the bottom center of the target 
member 190 for purposes of passing a golf ball from 
the rear surface of the target member to the front surface 
thereof. 

Attached to the rear surface of the target plate 192 
is an enlarged receptacle or container 202 having cushion 
ing material 204 on the inner surface thereof with the 
cushioning material 204 being aligned with the openings 
196, 198 respectively so that a golf ball passing through 
the openings will impinge upon the cushioning members 
204 and drop down into the bottom of the container 202 
which bottom is inclined towards the center opening 200 
so that golf balls will roll back onto the frontal shelf in 
front of the target member 190. The rear wall of the 
container 202 is spaced sufficiently behind the target 
plate 192 that the cushioning material will not cause the 
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golf balls to bounce back through the openings 196 
and 198 but will enable the golf balls to drop down 
directly into the receptacle so that they may roll back 
through the opening 200. 
The target member 190 illustrated in FIGURES 9 and 

10 may be employed in lieu of that shown in FIGURES 
1—7. The target member shown in FIGURES 1~7 is in 
the form of a bulls-eye arrangement whereas the target 
member illustrated in FIGURES 9 and 10 may be used 
to more accurately practice certain types of shots and 
also a game may be played by keeping a score depending 
upon which opening has a projected golf ball passed there 
through. ' 

While the device has been illustrated as an outdoor 
assembly, it is easily adapted for indoors by employing 
screws to secure the frame members in place and a carpet 
may be used as a simulated fairway as desired. The ball 
return tube could then be disposed under the ?oor sur 
face or the entire assembly could be located above the 
?oor surface depending upon the desired installation. 
Also the ball return tube could discharge directly into 
a mesh container thereby enabling the supply of golf 
balls to be observed which could also be accomplished 
by providing the terminal end portion 170 of the ball re 
turn tube of transparent material. In an outdoor instal 
lation, it probably would be necessary to provide an arti 
?cial grass area since considerable wear would be ex 
pected on the area around the tee area 18 and also 
around the putting cup, sand trap and like. Further, in 
asmuch as the device closely simulates actual golfing 
conditions, the golfer can use any golf club in a game 
exactly as he would on an open golf course as he may 
use any target pattern desired thereby enabling the golfer 
to more effectively practice the various shots and also 
play an actual game of golf with the automatic ball re 
turn mechanism eliminating the necessity of retrieving the 
golf ball each time it is hit. 
The various components which make up the frontal 

shelf may be attached together by soldering or the like and 
may conveniently be of sheet metal construction although 
such components could also be constructed of plastic ma 
terial. A three inch drop from the forward edge of the 
frontal shelf to the opening or adaptor 148 would be 
adequate for purposes of gravity feeding of the golf 
balls and also this will enable gravity movement of the 
golf balls from the putting cup 162 down the tube 158. 
The ball return mechanism may be connected to the 
frontal shelf in any suitable manner such as by soldering 
or the like as long as it provides .a smooth surface by vir 
tue of which the golf balls may easily roll into ‘the ball re 
turn mechanism. The particular dimensions of the frontal 
shelf will vary depending upon the size of the target 
member. 
The netting can be conveniently attached to the various 

frame components by suitable rings such as those rings 
employed for attaching shower curtains to a supporting 
rod, thus quickly and easily removed if desired. Also, 
the automatic operation of the ball return mechanism 
is controlled by a suitable microswitch 145 located in 
the adaptor 148 as shown in FIGURE 2 in such a man 
ner that when a golf ball proceeds down the frontal shelf 
or down the tube leading from the putting cup, the golf 
ball will close the switch and energize the electric fan 
motor 128 and the circuit will have a time delay relay 
(not shown) incorporated therein for automatically de— 
energizing the fan motor 128 after a predetermined in 
terval during which the golf ball will be returned to the 
tee area by the jet force of the air being moved by the 
fan 130. 

In FIGURE 11, there is illustrated a modi?ed form 
of support for the tube 166’ that is detachably connected 
to a frontal frame member 40'. This modi?ed structure 
includes a ring 210 encircling the tube 166' together 
with a lateral offset 212 having an upturned end 214 
engageable with an aperture 216 in the frontal frame 
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40'. A depending spring ?nger 218 is attached to the 
shank or offset portion 212 for detachably locking the 
ring 210 to the frontal frame member 40'. In lieu of this, 
the shank 212 may be split and the bottom half thereof 
separated into split segments which are curved to ?t 
partially around the frame tube 40’. 
The container end of tube 166 may be telescopically 

sleeved into the horizontal portion of the remainder of 
the tube 166 thus enabling the container end of the tube 
166 to be disconnected when desired. This enables more 
rapid dismantling of the frontal frame at the tee station 
and also more rapid movement of the netting tunnel in 
order for it to collapse against the target to allow the 
fairway area to be used for any other desired purpose. 
The location of the microswitch may be varied with 

it preferably being disposed at the bottom of the adaptor 
at the junctions of the center lines of tubes 158 and 146 
so that the switch plate on the microswitch will be actu 
ated by all balls entering the putting cup 162 or from 
the shelf 150 into adaptor 148. The small plate af?xed 
‘upon the trigger of the switch is optional :as the trigger 
of the microswitch projecting through a very small hole 
in the adaptor base will be directly in the path of all 
balls. All balls fed by gravity come to a standstill at 
this point. Also, as illustrated, the bolt and wing nut 
assembly 147 is used for affixing the adaptor to the target 
plate 62. By raising and lowering the ball return mecha 
nism, the ball return tube may be either underground 
or sub?oor or may be disposed on the floor. The ball 
return motor and tubes may be disposed above the 
ground surface or below the ground surface by orientat~ 
ing the tube 146 at any desired position. For example, 
a vertically orientated elbow may be incorporated into 
the tube 146 thus enabling the air jet return mechanism 
to be disposed above the ground surface. 
The sand trap area formed by the plate 184 which 

may be covered with sand is preferably four feet wide 
and six feet long with the ‘bunker 186 being four feet 
wide located along the center of the fairway between the 
putting cup 162 and the shelf 150. When the device is 
used outdoors where lawn is available on both sides of 
the netting tunnel, the lawn can be used as a large green 
for putting from either or both sides by simply detaching 
the side ends of the netting and placing it on top_ of the 
netting tunnel and using the opposite side to contain 
missed putts all of which may be followed up and putted 
into the cup or on to the shelf for return to the ball 
container. This enables putting from all angles of the 
green to cup, except, of course, from back of the target. 
This also enables approach shots to the green. 
The essential features of this invention reside in the 

jet ball return, the unique frame to support and maintain 
the netting tunnel as well as the target forms and pat 
terns. Also useful is the putting cup feature together 
with the sand trap and bunker feature. With this ar 
rangement, a player with a set of golf clubs can do sub 
stantially everything he can do on an open golf course. 
The removable bunker 186 can be left as it is or 

placed outside of the netting as desired. With the bunker 
removed, a player may make long putts toward separate 
color sections painted on or otherwise formed on surface 
64 along the base of the target. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to falling Within the scope 
of the invention as‘ claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A golf practicing device comprising a target as 

sembly including a vertically disposed rigid panel having 
a target-forming aperture therein, cushioning material 
.on one surface of the panel for cushioning the impact of 
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golf balls engaged therewith, a tee area spaced from the 
target assembly and including a tee member from which 
a golf ball may be driven, a guide tunnel extending from 
the target assembly to a point. adjacent the tee area and 
guiding errant golf balls towards the target assembly, 
said guide tunnel being constructed of lightweight mesh 
material, and pneumatic golf ball return means com 
municating with the space immediately adjacent to the 
target assembly for returning golf balls from the target 
assembly to a point adjacent the tee area, said ball re 
turn means including discharge venturi means compris 
ing a ball pickup tube, an air-forcing fan and a conical 
discharge tube communicating with said fan to receive 
fan-forced air flow therethrough, said discharge tube 
interconnecting with said pickup tube to induce a re 
duced pressure in the pickup tube and move rapidly golf 
balls therein back to the tee area, said ball pickup tube 
and discharge tube being located immediately adjacent to 
said target assembly and said discharge tube having a 
smaller diameter at the interconnection with said pickup 
tube than the discharge tube diameter communicating 
with said fan. 

2. A golf practicing device comprising a target assem 
bly including a vertically disposed rigid panel having a 
target-forming aperture therein, cushioning material on 
one surface of the panel for cushioning the impact of 
golf balls engaged therewith, a tee area spaced from the 
target assembly and including a tee member from which 
a golf ball may be driven, a guide tunnel extending from 
the target assembly to a point adjacent the tee ‘area and 
guiding errant golf balls towards the target assembly, 
said guide tunnel being constructed of lightweight mesh 
material, and pneumatic golf ball return means communi 
cating with the space immediately adjacent to the target 
assembly for returning golf balls from the target as 
sembly to a point adjacent the tee area, said ball return 
means including discharge venturi means comprising a 
ball pickup tube, a positive air displacement fan and a 
conical discharge tube communicating with said fan to 
receive air ?ow under positive flow therethrough, ‘said 
pickup tube and said discharge tube being interconnected 
inducing a reduced pressure in the intake tube thereby 
move rapidly golf balls coming into the intake tube back 
to the tee area, said interconnecting ball pickup tube 
and discharge tube being located immediately adjacent 
to said target assembly, and said discharge tube having a 
smaller diameter at the interconnection with said pick 
up tube than the discharge tube diameter communicating 
with said fan. 

3. A golf practicing device comprising a target as 
sembly including a vertically disposed rigid panel having 
a target-forming aperture therein, cushioning material 
on one surface of the panel for cushioning the impact 
of golf balls engaged therewith, a tee area spaced from 
the target assembly and including a tee member from 
which a golf ball may be driven, a guide tunnel extend 
ing from the target assembly to a point adjacent the tee 
area and guiding errant golf balls towards the target 
assembly, said guide tunnel being constructed of light 
weight mesh material and comprising a frontal frame 
generally in the form of an inverted U-shaped member 
with an upwardly bowed central portion providing an 
additional height for swinging a golf club, and pneumatic 
golf ball return means communicating with the space 
immediately adjacent to the target assembly for return 
ing golf balls from the target assembly to a point adja 
cent the tee area, said ball return means including dis 
charge venturi means comprising a ball pickup tube, an 
air-forcing fan and a conical discharge tube communi 
eating with said fan to receive fan-forced air ?ow there 
through, said pickup tube and said discharge tube being 
interconnected to receive the forced air, induce a reduced 
pressure in the intake tube and rapidly move the golf 
balls from the intake tube back to the tee area, said 
interconnecting ball pickup tube and discharge tube being 
located immediately adjacent to said target assembly and 
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said discharge tube having a smaller diameter at the 
interconnection with said pickup tube than the discharge 
tube diameter communicating with said f-an. 
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