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This invention relates to a combination gun carrying 
harness and ?exible sling, and more particularly to a 
combination gun carrying harness and ?exible sling for 
use for carrying sporting ‘?rearms by a person hunting wild 
fowl or other game. 

Persons who hunt wild fowl with a shotgun or big game 
or other game with a ri?e have carried and held various 
?rearms at a ready position and have found such positions 
quite tiring when it is necessary to hold such ?rearms in 
these positions for long periods of time. As for example, 
when a wild fowl shooter is on a stand awaiting the ap 
proach of passing birds, the shooter may ?nd it necessary 
to hold a ?rearm in ready position for such long periods 
of time as to become quite tiring. Additionally, those who 
await big game encounter the same conditions of fatique 
in the holding of ?rearms at ready positions. Addition 
ally, various gun slings have been used in accordance with 
the prior art, but many have been either useful in carry 
ing a ?rearm or for use in formal prone position shoot 
ing, as may be appropriate with ri?es. 
Many of the various slings used on ?rearms are un 

comfortable for holding ?rearms in a certain position 
over long periods of time, and such slings are not readily 
and quickly adapted for use in an effortless movement 
of the ?rearm from a supported position to a ?nal ?ring 
position and, consequently, a prior art devices have been 
inadequate in properly supporting a ?rearm at substan 
tially ready position and permitting the ?rearm to readily 
be moved from such position to a ?nal ?ring position, in 
a short period of time or very quickly. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a novel gun carrying harness and ?exible sling 
which is particularly useful in carrying and supporting 
?rearms at substantially ready positions, so that such ?re 
arms may be quickly brought to a precise aimed disposi 
tion without undue e?ort and without substantial loss of 
time. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a com 

bination gun carrying harness and ?exible sling in which 
shoulder straps are interconnected by a diagonal tension 
strap and whereby ?exible gun supporting straps are con 
nected to the shoulder straps for suspending a gun there 
from, and whereby the ?exible shoulder straps are stretch— 
able, so that when the gun is moved from a supported 
substantially ready position to a ?nal aimed position, the 
gun supporting straps may be slightly stretched and the 
tension strap between the shoulder straps may prevent dis 
placement of the shoulder straps from the shoulders of 
the shooter, due to resilient tension of the gun support 
ing straps in connection therewhen. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a novel 

combination gun carrying harness and ?exible sling hav 
ing a torso surrounding means supported by shoulder 
straps and wherein the torso surrounding means includes 
cartridge and game pockets readily accessible to the 
shooter during suspension of a gun from the shoulder 
straps by means of ?exible gun suspending or supporting 
strings. 
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Another object of the invention is to provide a combi 

nation gun carrying harness and ?exible sling comprising 
a harness assembly which includes two shoulder straps, 
a torso surrounding means connected thereto, a diagonal 
tension strap interconnecting the shoulder straps, and 
resilient stretchable gun supporting straps disposed to 
suspend a gun from the shoulder straps whereby optimum 
comfort may be realized by a shooter when the gun is 
suspended in substantially ready position and whereby the 
gun may be very readily and quickly moved into a shoot 
ing aimed position without substantially displacement of 
the harness assembly with respect to the wearer. 

Further objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion may be apparent from the following speci?cation, 
appended claims, and accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a combination 

gun carrying harness and ?exible sling, in accordance with 
the present invention, ‘and indicating by broken lines a 
varying position of the ?exible gun supporting straps of 
the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a reduced front elevational view of a gun 

carrying harness and ?exible sling, in accordance with the 
present invention, and shown worn by a person with a gun 
suspended in substantially ready position; 
FIG. _3 is a perspective view of a gun carrying harness 

and ?exible sling of the invention shown positioned on a 
shooter holding a gun in aimed ?ring position and showing 
resilient gun supporting straps of the invention in ex 
tended position; and 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view of 

a gun connection end of one of the ?exible gun support 
ing straps of the invention. 
As shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings, the invention 

comprises a torso surrounding means 6 which may be 
made of any suitable material, such as ?exible fabric or 
the like. This torso surrounding means may be in the 
form of a game carrying belt having pockets 7 and 8 
which may either be used to carry cartridges and game 
or other articles as desired. The torso surrounding means 
6 may extend a substantial distance vertically with respect 
to the body of the wearer and connected to the torso sur 
roundingmeans 6 are straps 9 and 10 having respective 
rear portions 11 and 12 connected to a respective rear 
portion 13 of the torso surrounding means 6. The straps 
9 and 10 are generally termed shoulder straps and are 
provided with respective front portions 14 and 16 hav 
ing lower front ends 17 and 18, respectively, which are 
connected to front portions 19 and 20‘ of the torso sur 
rounding means. The torso surrounding means is pro 
vided with opposite ends 21 and 22 interconnected by a 
removable coupling means 23 which may be of any suit 
able clasp or connection structure, as desired. 
The straps 9 and 10 together with the torso surround 

ing means 6 constitutes a harness assembly, and this har 
ness assembly is provided with a diagonal tension strap 
24 having a normally lower end 25 connected to the har 
ness assembly nearer a lower end portion 17 of the shoul 
der strap 9. An opposite or upper end 26 of the tension 
strap 24 is connected to the shoulder strap 10 at 27, this 
connection being substantially above the lower end 18 
of the shoulder strap 10. 
A stretchable resilient gun supporting strap 28 is pro 

vided with an upper end 29 which is connected to a 
lower end portion 17 of the shoulder strap 9. A lower 
gun connection end 30 of the strap 28 is connected 



3,258,182 
3 

around a pistol grip portion 31 of a gun 32 in a general 
proximity of a trigger guard portion 33 of the gun. 
The strap connection portion 30, as shown in FIG. 4 

of the drawings, comp-rises a slotted portion 34 in an 
end portion 35 of the strap, through which a loop portion 
36 of the strap extends so- that the loop portion 36 may 
surround the pistol grip portion 3-1, or some other por 
tion of the gun, for supporting it generally in the proxi 
mity or the area of the trigger guard 33. 
Another ?exible and stretchable or resilient gun sup 

porting strap 37 is connected at its upper end 38 to 
the shoulder strap 10 at the ?xture 27 and a lower gun 
connection end 39 of the strap 37 is similar to that 
shown in FIG. 4 and particularly the loop structure 36 
and slotted end 34. Thus, the gun connection portion 
39 surrounds a barrel portion 40 of the gun 32 in the 
proximity of the forearm portion of the gun or forward 
ly thereof, if desired. 
The terms “proximity of the forearm port-ion,” as 

used herein, may relate to and be construed to mean 
a connection with the gun at its forward portion either 
with the barrel or the forearm, but generally in the 
forward portion of the gun. 

It will be seen that the gun supporting strap 37 is 
substantially longer than the strap 28, and that the con 
nection 27 is substantially above the connection 29, these 
connections 27 and 29 being the supports for the upper 
ends of the straps 37 and 28, respectively. 

‘An end portion 26 of the strap 24 is provided with 
a removable snap ?xture 41 which permits removal of 
the end 26 of the tension strap 24 ‘from the ?xture 27, 
such that the harness straps 9 and .10 may be placed over 
the shoulders of the shooter with facility, thus, the 
removable connection 411 and the connection 23 readily 
permit the harness assembly of the invention to be 
secured on the wearer or removed from his person as 
desired. 

In operation, it will be appreciated that the gun 32 
may be suspended ‘by the straps 28 and 37 and that the 
shoulder straps 9 and 10 at intermediate portions 43 
and 44 thereof may be supported on the wearer’s 
shoulders and bear the weight of the gun 32. Thus, the 
gun may be suspended in substantially ready position, 
as shown in FIG. 2, while a shooter is waiting for passing 
wild fowl or other game and when it is desired to bring 
the gun to a precise aimed position, such as shown in 
FIG. 3, the gun is grasped and about to such position 
whereby the resilient and ?exible straps 28 and 37 may 
be stretched into positions substantially, as indicated by 
broken lines A and B, respectively, in FIG. 1 of the draw 
ings, and as indicated in FIG. 3 by solid lines. During 
this disposition of the gun 32, the strap 37 is stretched 
substantially which tends to create lateral tension on the 
shoulder strap 10. However, the tension strap 24 resists 
lateral movement of the shoulder strap 10 and retains it 
on the shoulder of the shooter. 

It will be understood that the tension strap 24 may 
be disposed in an opposite diagonal direction depend 
ing upon ‘whether or not the shooter is right or left 
handed. 
The invention, as shown in FIG. 1, is adapted for a 

right-handed shooter, however, if it is to be adapted for 
a left-handed shooter, strap 24 at its upper end 26 would 
be connected to the frontal portion 14 of the strap 9 
and the lower end of the strap 24 would be connected 
to the relatively opposite side 20 of the torso surround 
ing means 6. 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that 
the shoulder straps 9 land 10 provide for very comfort 
able support of the gun 32 when in the position as 
shown in FIG. 2, and that the tension strap 24 prevents 
displacement of the shoulder strap ‘10 from the shoulder, 
when the strap 37 is stretched to the position shown in 
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FIG. 3, at which the gun is precisely aimed for shooting 
game. 
The torso surrounding means 6 may include game bags 

or other pockets 7 and 8, as hereinbefore described, or 
it may be a simple strap-shaped band, if desired. 

‘It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various 
modi?cations of the present invention may be resorted 
to in a manner limited only by a just interpretation of 
the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 

sling the combination of: .a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of ‘said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
shoulder straps adapted to engage and be supported on 
one of a person’s shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun support 
ing strap having a ?rst end coupled to said front por 
tion of one of said shoulder straps a second ?exible gun 
supporting strap having a second end coupled to a front 

‘portion of said harness assembly, said ?rst end coupled 
to the respective shoulder strap at a location above said 
second end; said second end coupled to said harness as 
sembly below said first end. 

12. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly compris 
ing a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder 
straps coupled to said torso surrounding means; front 
and rear portions of said torso surrounding means; front 
and rear portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled 
to said front and rear portions respectively of said torso 
surrounding means; an intermediate portion of each of 
said shoulder straps adapted to engage and be supported 
on one of a person’s shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun sup 
porting strap having a ?rst end coupled .to said front por 
tion of one of said shoulder straps; a second ?exible 
gun supporting strap having a second end coupled to a 
front portion of said harness assembly, said ?rst end 
coupled to the respective shoulder strap at a location 
above said second end; said second end coupled to said 
harness assembly below said ?rst end; said ?rst resilient 
strap being longer than said second resilient strap. 

3. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur~ 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
shoulder straps adapted to engage and be supported on 
one of a person’s shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun support 
ing strap having a ?rst end coupled to said front portion 
of one of said shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun sup 
porting strap having a second end coupled to a front por 
tion of said harness assembly, said ?rst end coupled to 
the respective shoulder strap at a location above said sec 
ond end; said second end coupled to said harness assem 
bly below said ?rst end; said ?rst resilient strap being 
longer than said second resilient strap; a gun connection 
end of said ?rst resilient strap adapted to be connected 
to a gun in the proximity of the forearm of the gun; and a 
gun connection end of said second resilient strap adapted 
to be connected to a gun in the proximity of the trigger 
guard of the gun. 

4. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur 
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rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
straps adapted to engage and be supported on a person’s 
shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun supporting strap having a 
?rst end coupled to said front portion of one of said 
shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun supporting strap 
having one end coupled to said front portion of the other 
of said shoulder straps; said ?rst end coupled to the re 
spective shoulder strap at a location above said second 
end; said second end coupled to said other shoulder strap 
below said ?rst end. 

5. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
shoulder straps adapted to engage and be supported on 
one of a person’s shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun support 
ing strap having a ?rst end coupled to said front portion 
of one of said shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun sup— 
porting strap having a second end coupled to a front por 
tion of said harness assembly, said ?rst end coupled'to 
the respective shoulder strap at a location above said sec 
ond end; said second end coupled to said harness assem 
bly below said ?rst end; and a diagonal tension strap 
having opposite ends coupled to said harness assembly in 
proximities of said ?rst and second ends. 

6. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
straps adapted to engage and be supported on a person’s 
shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun supporting strap having a 
?rst end coupled to said front portion of one of said 
shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun supporting strap 
having one end coupled to said front portion of the other 
of said shoulder straps; said ?rst end coupled to the re 
spective shoulder strap at a location above said second 
end; said second end coupled to said other shoulder strap 
below said ?rst end; and a diagonal tension strap having 
opposite ends coupled to said harness assembly in prox 
imities of said ?rst and second ends. 

7. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
straps adapted to engage and be supported on a person’s 
shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun supporting strap having a 
?rst end coupled to said front portion of one of said 
shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun supporting strap 
having one end coupled to said front portion of the other 
of said shoulder straps; said ?rst end coupled to the re 
spective shoulder strap at a location above said second 
end; said second end coupled to said other shoulder strap 
below said ?rst end; said ?rst resilient strap being longer 
than second resilient strap. 

8. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur— 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
straps adapted to engage and be supported on a person’s 
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6 
shoulders; 21 ?rst resilient gun supporting strap having a 
?rst end coupled to said front portion of one of said 
shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun supporting strap 
having one end coupled to said front portion of the other 
of said shoulder straps; said ?rst end coupled to the re 
spective shoulder strap at a location above said second 
end; said second end coupled to said other shoulder strap 
below said ?rst end; said ?rst resilient strap being longer 
than second resilient strap; a gun connection end of said 
?rst resilient strap adapted to be connected to a gun in 
the proximity of the forearm of the gun and a gun con 
nection end of said second resilient strap adapted to be 
connected to a gun in the proximity of the trigger guard 
of the gun. 

9. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?exible 
sling the combination of: a harness assembly comprising 
a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder straps 
coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of said torso surrounding means; front and rear 
portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to said 
front and rear portions respectively of said torso sur 
rounding means; an intermediate portion of each of said 
straps dapted to engage and be supported von a person’s 
shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun supporting strap ‘having 
a ?rst end coupled to said front portion of one of said 
shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun supporting strap 
having one end coupled to said front portion of the other 
of said shoulder straps; said ?rst end coupled to the re 
spective shoulder strap at a location above said second 
end; said second end coupled to said other shoulder strap 
below said ?rst end; said ?rst resilient strap being longer 
than second resilient strap; a gun connection end of said 
?rst resilient strap adapted to be connected to a gun in 
the proximity of the forearm of the gun and a gun con 
nection end of said second resilient strap adapted to ‘be 
connected to -a gun in the proximity of the trigger guard 
of the gun; and a diagonal tension strap having opposite 
ends coupled to said harness assembly in proximities of 
said ?rst and second ends. 

10. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?ex 
ible sling the combination of: a harness assembly com 
prising a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder 
straps coupled to said torso surrounding means; front and 
rear portions of said torso surrounding rneans; front and 
rear portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled to 
said front and rear portions respectively of said torso 
surrounding means; an intermediate portion of each of 
said straps adapted to engage and be supported on a per 
son’s shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun supporting strap hav 
ing a ?rst end coupled to said front portion of one of 
said shoulder straps; a second ?exible gun supporting 
strap having ‘one end coupled to said front portion of the 
other of said shoulder straps; said ?rst end coupled to the 
respective shoulder strap ‘at a location above said second 
end; said second end coupled to said other shoulder strap 
below said ?rst end; said ?rst resilient strap being longer 
than second resilient strap; a gun connection end of said 
?rst resilient strap adapted to be connected to a gun in the 
proximity of the forearm of the gun and a gun connection 
end of said second resilient strap adapted to be connected 
to a gun in the proximity of the trigger guard of the gun; 
and a diagonal tension strap having opposite ends couple-d 
to said harness assembly in proximities of said ?rst and 
second ends; one of said opposite ends of said tension 
strap removably connected to said harness assembly. 

11. In a combination gun carrying harness and ?ex 
ible sling the combination of: a harness assembly com 
prising a torso surrounding means; and a pair of shoulder 
straps coupled to said torso surrounding means; front 
and rear portions ‘of said torso surrounding means; front 
and rear portions of each of said shoulder straps coupled 
to said front and rear portions respectively of said torso 
surrounding means; an intermediate portion of each of 
said shoulder straps adapted to engage and ‘be supported 
on one of a person’s shoulders; a ?rst resilient gun sup 
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