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This invention relates to building construction. 
More particularly this invention relates to a building 

construction component for supporting and connecting 
so?its, and for simultaneously providing means for venti 
lating the areas being enclosed by said sof?ts. 

It is a common modern day construction practice to 
employ so?'its to cover or enclose the underside of the 
eaves of the modern day homes, and other buildings, 
wherein the eaves of the roof extend beyond and hang 
over the outside walls of the building. The purpose of 
such sof?ts is to hide the rafters or the eaves from view 
from the ground, and to thus give the building a more 
?nished appearance and, further, to prevent the use of the 
underside of the eaves as a nesting place for insects, birds, 
and the like. In ordinary practice, the sof?t material 
frequently consists of plywood, or hardboard, or other 
forms of composition board, all of which are ordinarily 
obtained in sheets or panels su?icient in size so that one 
piece will extend from the location of the frieze board, 
on the side of the building, to the facia board, which is 
located at the extreme or free ends of the rafters. 

In the more common instance, the sof?t is installed 
in a horizontal plane, with one edge resting upon the 
upper surface of the frieze'board and the other edge 
residing within a slot formed on the inwardly facing sur 
face of the facia board. However, on some occasions 
the so?it is installed on or close to the underside of the 
rafters, and assumes the slanting position de?ned by those 
surfaces. 

In the last mentioned instance the ends of the sof?t can 
be nailed directly to the underside of the rafters and, if 
necessary, the panel can also be further braced by being 
nailed to one or more rafters at a point intermediate its 
ends. However, in instances where the rafters tare slanted, 
but it is desired to install the sof?t in a horizontal plane, 
it is necessary to ?rst install horizontally extending brac 
ing members, called lookouts, which extend between, and 
are ?xed to the wall and the end portion of the rafters, 
and to then secure the so?it to these lookouts. 
Now in many areas, climatical conditions or building 

codes, or other considerations, require that the area en 
closed with the sof?t material be'provided with means of 
ventilation, and it has been a practice in the past to cut 
holes in the sof?t material and then screen the opening, 
and/or ?ll the opening with suitable ventilating ?xtures 
which allow the entry of air but will nevertheless prevent 
the entry of the insects or birds as discussed above. 
One of the problems frequently encountered in the use 

of the soi?t material in extended sheet form is the dif 
?culty in orienting the ventilating apertures (which are 
usually cut and ?tted prior to the installation of the 
sof?t) so as to avoid having them coincide with the place 
ment of the lookouts. In like manner, in instances where 
it is desired to cut the ventilating apertures, or to add 
additional ventilating apertures, after the so?‘it has been 
installed, there is always the problem of knowing where 
to cut such an aperture and still avoid an encounter 
with a lookout. 

Another problem which is encountered with the com 
mon techniques for installing so?its stems from the fact 
that the sheet material employed is frequently inexactly 
sized, whereby there is a considerable amount of cutting 
and wastage involved in ?tting the panels so that an end 
corresponds to the position of the lookout or rafter, as 
the case may be. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a sof?t 
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2 
supporting ?tting which will adequately brace and sup 
port the so?it and thereby obviate the need for the use 
of lookouts. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
sof?t supporting ?tting which will provide a means for 
ventilating the areas enclosed by the sof?t, and will 
obviate the need for cutting and ?tting ventilating aper~ 
tures in the so?it itself, and will obviate the problems 
stemming therefrom as outlined hereinabove. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
sof?t supporting ?tting which will utilize the full length 
of sof?t material, and will thereby obviate the expense 
involved in cutting the sof?ts as aforesaid, and will pre 
vent the wastage of so?it material which results there 
from. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
means for ful?lling each of the above listed objects which 
is neat and attractive when installed and yet performs its 
intended function with greater e?iciency than will the 
alternate means heretofore available. 

Finally, it is the object ‘of this invention to provide 
means which will ful?ll all of the above mentioned ob 
jects at such a reasonable cost as to provide substan 
tial savings in labor and material expense in the con~. 
struction of buildings employing sof?ts. 

These and other objects of this invention will be fully 
understood from the following detailed description of a 
typical preferred form‘ and application of the invention, 
throughout which description reference will be made to 
the accompanying drawing wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevational view, partially in section, 

of a so?it installed on a building. 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view taken in partial section along 

line '2—-2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an elevational view partially in section 

taken along lines 3—3 of FIGURES 1 and 2. 
FIGURE 4 is an elevational view partially in section 

taken along lines 4~‘—4 of FIGURE 3. 
Referring to FIGURE 1 of the drawings, a conven 

tional sof?t panel 10 has one edge resting upon the upper 
surface of the frieze board 12, which is ?xed on ‘the 
outer wall 14 of a building. The other edge of the 
sof?t 10 extends into a slot 16 which has been formed in 
the inwardly facing surface of the facia board 18 which 
is, in turn, nailed or otherwise ?xed to the free ends of 
the rafters 2t]. , 

As is shown in FIGURE 2, a soffit supporting ?tting 
formed, constructed, and used in accordance with this in 
vention is located between the ends 24 of the sof?t panels. 
It extends from the frieze board 12 to the facia board 18, 
and has one end resting upon the upper surface of the 
frieze board, and the other end deposed within the slot 16. 

In the preferred embodiment, the sof?t supporting ?t 
ting is formed of a sheet material of a metallic substance 
such as aluminum, steel, galvanized iron or copper, al~ 
though it is equally within the contemplation that the 
same could be formed of a plastic or cellulostic derivi 
tive products. 
As is best understood from a consideration of FIG 

URES 2, 3 and 4, the illustrated preferred embodiment of 
the sof?t supporting ?tting is pressed and formed from 
a single sheet of metal and may, for purposes of de 
scription, be considered to have two edge portions, gen 
erally designated at 28, for receiving the ends 24 of the 
so?‘it material 10, and a central portion, generally des 
ignated at 30, which is formed with apertures to provide 
ventilation to the areas being enclosed by the so?‘its and 
the sof?t supporting ?tting. 

In the preferred embodiment shown the apertures com 
prise openings 32, formed by stamping downwardly dis 
posed hooded louvers 34, said openings being covered by 
suitable screen 36, such as a wire screen having a No. 8 
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or smaller mesh opening. It should be understood, how 
ever, that in many applications the provision of the 
hooded louvers may be dispensed with, and that the ven 
tilating openings may merely consist of apertures stamped 
in the sheet material and then covered by a screen. In 
any event, it is preferred that the ventilating apertures in 
the central portion of the panel be so dimensioned as to 
occupy up to approximately 40% of that area. 

In the preferred embodiment illustrated the edge por 
tions of the so?’it supporting ?ttings are de?ned by dou 
bling the metal back upon itself, as at 40, and then 
forming the same to extend upwardly, as at 42, a dis 
tance commensurate with the thickness of the so?it mate 
rial being employed, and then outwardly, as at 44, to 
wards the edge of the ?tting, the end result being the 
formation of a longitudinally extending channel 46 to re 
ceive and grip the end portions 24 of the respective sof~ 
?t panels 10. 
As a matter of convenience in installation it has been 

found helpful to turn the free ends of the sheet mate 
rial upwardly so as to provide a camming surface 48 to 
guide the end of the so?it material into the channel 46 
that has been thus de?ned. 

As best shown in FIGURE 3, when the sof?t support 
ing ?tting is installed in its ?nal position the spaced ends 
24 of neigboring panels of sof?t material 10 extend into 
the channel 46 and the sof?ts are supported by the legs 
of channels which extend under their ends 24. 
As best shown in FIGURE 2, the so?‘it supporting ?t 

ting is cut to have a length which is identical with the 
width of the so?it panels, and has one end extending over 
the upper surface of the frieze board 12 and has the 
other end ?tted into the slot 16 in the facia board 18. 
Thus the so?it supporting ?tting and its neighboring sof 
?ts are substantially ?ush with one another, and present 
a smooth and ?nished appearance when viewed from be 
low. Of course, if it is desired, the so?‘it supporting ?x 
ture can be installed in an inverted position which serves 
to break, or contrast with, the otherwise smooth facade 
of the so?its, and thus creates a decorative effect which 
might be preferred with some styles of architecture. 

After the sof?ts, together with their supporting ?ttings, 
have been installed it may be desirable to install a nailer 
board 50 to bear down upon those portions of the so?’it, 
and their supporting ?ttings, which are resting upon the 
frieze board 12 so as to prevent the assembly from rat 
tling in high winds, or being otherwise moved from their 
intended positions. If the ?tting is inverted, as described 
hereinabove, the nailer 50 would, of course, have to be 
cut to conform with its con?guration. The nailer is 
shown in FIGURE 1, but, for purposes of clarity, has 
been omitted from FIGURE 2. . 

It should be understood that the width of the central 
portion 30 of the panel, and hence the amount of ven 
tilation which is obtained thereby, can be varied to suit 
the numerous variables that may be encountered in prac 
tice, including, by way of example, variances in local 
climatical conditions, and variance in the spacing be 
tween the so?it supporting ?ttings as may be dictated by 
details of design of the building in question. 

It should be further understood that it is entirely within 
the contemplation of this invention to vary from the pre 
cise con?gurations shown hereinabove in the matter of 
the attachment of the edges of the sof?t supporting ?tting 
to the sof?t, and that the preferred embodiment discussed 
hereinabove is merely presented for purposes of illustrat 
ing the invention. - 

Consequently, I wish to make it explicit that having de 
scribed only a typical preferred form and application of 
my invention, I do not wish to be limited or restricted 
to the speci?c details set herein, but wish to reserve to 
myself any variations or modi?cations that may appear 
to those skilled in the art and falling within the scope of 
the following claims. 
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4 
I claim: 
1. In a building having so?its extending from the ex 

terior wall thereof to an area adjacent the ends of the 
rafters, the improvement comprising an elongated so?it 
supporting ?tting extending between the wall and the out 
side-edge of the sof?t, said ?tting comprising edge por 
tions having edge means receiving and supporting the 
ends of the sof?t panels, and a central portion having 
apertures therein for supplying ventilation to the areas 
being enclosed by the sof?ts and the ?tting, each of said 
edge means comprising an elongated channel extending 
from one end of the ?tting to the other, said channel com 
prising one leg having a planar surface substantially 
aligned with the central portion of the ?tting, and a sec 
ond leg spaced from the ?rst leg ‘by a distance sufficient 
to allow the end of the corresponding so?it panel to ex 
tend t-hereinbetween, and a‘channel base extending be 
tween the ?rst leg and the second leg, one of said legs 
operating as a support for the ends of the sof?t panels to 
keep the edge of the sof?t from sagging. 

2. In a building having sof?ts extending from the ex 
terior wall thereof to an area adjacent the ends of the 
rafters, the improvement comprising an elongated so?it 
supporting ?tting extending between the wall and the out 
side edge of the sof?t, said ?tting comprising edge por 
tions having edge means receiving and supporting the ends 
of the so?it panels, and a central portion having apertures 
therein for supplying ventilation to the areas being en 
closed by the sof?ts and the ?tting, each of said edge 
means comprising an elongated channel extending from 
one end of the ?tting to the other, said channel compris 
ing one leg having a planar surface substantially aligned 
with the central portion of the ?tting, and a second leg 
spaced from the ?rst leg by a distance su?icient to allow 
the end of the corresponding soi?t panel to extend there 
inbetween, and a channel base extending between the ?rst 
leg and the second leg, one of said legs operating as a sup 
port for the ends of the so?it panels, said ?tting being 
formed of sheet material. 

3. In a building having so?its extending from the ex 
terior wall thereof to an area adjacent the ends of the 
rafters, the improvement comprising an elongated so?it 
supporting ?tting extending ‘between the wall and the out 
side edge of the so?it, said ?tting comprising edge por— 
tions having edge means receiving and supporting the 
ends of the so?’it panels, and a central portion having 
apertures therein for supplying ventilation to the areas 
being enclosed by the so?its and the ?tting, each of said 
edge means comprising an elongated channel extending 
from one end of the ?tting to the other, said channel com 
prising one leg having a planar surface substantially 
aligned with the central portion of the ?tting, and a sec 
ond leg spaced from the ?rst leg by a distance suf?cient 
to allow the end of the corresponding so?it panel to ex 
tend thereinbetween, and a channel base extending be 
tween the ?rst leg and the second leg, one of said legs 
operating as a support for the ends of the so?’it panels, 
said ?tting being formed of sheet metal, one of said legs 
being formed by bending the metal back on itself, and then 
bending the bight of the metal away from that leg, and 
then parallel to that leg, to de?ne said channel. 

4. In a building having sof?ts extending from the ex 
terior wall thereof to an area adjacent the ends of the 
rafters, the improvement comprising an elongated sof?t 
supporting ?tting extending between the wall and the out 
side edge of the sof?t, said ?tting comprising edge portions 
having edge means receiving and supporting the ends of 
the so?’it panels, and a central portion having apertures 
therein for supplying ventilation to the areas being en 
closed by the so?its and the ?tting, each of said edge 
means comprising an elongated channel extending from 
one end of the ?tting to the other, said channel compris 
ing one leg having a planar surface substantially aligned 
with the central portion of the ?tting, and a second leg 
spaced from the ?rst leg by a distance sufficient to allow 
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the end of the corresponding so?it. panel to extend there 
inbe‘tween, and a channel base extending between the ?rst 
leg and the second leg, one of said legs operating as a sup 
port for the ends of the so?it panels, said ?tting being 
formed of sheet metal, one of said legs being formed by 
bending the metal back on itself, and then bending the 
|bight of the metal away from that leg, and then parallel 
to that leg, to de?ne said channel, the free edge of the 
metal being further bent to extend away from the mouth 
of the channel, and thus present a camming surface to 
facilitate the ?tting of the so?’it panel into the channel. 
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