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The present invention relates to an improved coat 
hanger assembly for supporting garments; and it relates 
more particularly to an improved, retractable coat hanger 

_ which may be readily carried about in the pocket or 
purse when not in use. 

Coat hangers have remained substantially unchanged 
for many years. Such hangers, for the most part, have 
consisted either of a wire-formed structure, or of one 
‘formed of a combination of wire and wood. 
The prior art coat hanger, because of its size and con 

?guration, is most awkward to pack and to carry from 
place to place. Because of this, travelers usually hope 
that hangers will be provided at their destination, or in 
their means of conveyance. However,_this hope is often 
unful?lled. 
The present invention provides 1a simple, retractable 

type of coat hanger which can be compacted into an ex 
ceedingly small size. The improved coat hanger of the 
invention is light, so that it can be readily carried on 
the person. Likewise, the shape, size and weight of the 
coat hanger of the invention permits as many as de 
sired to be packed when a person is embarking,'for ex 
ample, on a trip. 
The improved con?guration, shape and size of the coat 

hanger of the present invention permits one tohave it 
readily available at all times. This means that even 
when moving around locally, a person can always have 
an adequate coat hanger available, should he wish to 
hang up his jacket, or the like. Moreover, when on a 
trip, the traveler is always assured of having coat hangers 
available on the ship or train, or .in his automobile. Also, 
the traveler may easily carry an adequate supply of the _ 

' coat hangers of the invention for use at his destination. 
An object of the present invention, therefore, is to 

provide an improved coat hanger which, when not in use, 
can be compressed into a small package of a convenient 
size, shape and weight, so. as to be easily carried in the 
pocket, purse, handbag, or the like. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such an 
improved coat hanger which can be manufactured at a 
relatively low. cost and sold ‘at a relatively low price. 
A feature of the invention is the provision of such an 

improved coat hanger which includes retractable arms 
which enable‘the hanger to be reduced to a small size, 
and which also serve, as will be described, to adapt the 
hanger for support of garments of a wide variety of sizes, 
for children and adults. 

Therefore, although the coat hanger of the present in 
vention has particular utility in traveling, and for use in 
trains, ships, hotels, and the like, in that it can be easily 
packed; the invention, as mentioned above, is also suitable 
for everyday use in motor vehicles, and the like, in that 
it can be conveniently carried in the purse or pocket. 
The features of the invention which are believed to 

be new are set forth in the claims. The invention itself, 
however, together with further objects and advantages, 
may best be understood by reference to the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational‘view, partly in sec 

tion, showing an improved coat hanger, constructed in ac 
cordance with one embodiment of the invention, and in a 
retracted compact position; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the coat hanger 

of FIGURE 1, with the various elements of the coat 
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hanger in their fully extended position, and ready to per 
form their intended functions; 
FIGURE 3 is an end view of the coat hanger of FIG 

URE 2, taken substantially on the line 3—3 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view of the coat 

hanger of FIGURE 2, taken along the line 4—4 of 
FIGURE 2, and showing the manner in which the two 
portions of the body member of the assembly may be 
held together; _ _ 

FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of the coat 
hanger, similar to the view of FIGURE 1, partly in sec 
tion and showing the engagement of the retractable arms 
when in an extended position; and 
FIGURE 6 shows, on a reduced scale, a simpli?ed ver 

sion of the coat hanger of the invention. 
The improved coat hanger of the present invention in- 

cludes, in the illustrated embodiment, a body portion 10. 
The body portion 10 may be formed of a suitable plastic, 
such as nylon; or it may be formed of wood, metal, or any 
other appropriate material. 
When the body-portion 10 is formed, it may conven 

iently be made in two adjacent parts, designated ‘10a and 
10b-in FIGURE 3. These parts are held together by an 
appropriate adhesive, with guide pins 12 being provided 
in the part 10b, as shown in FIGURE 4. These guide 
pins, in the part 10b, mate with corresponding apertures 
in the part 10a, as shown in FIGURE 4. . ' 
A book 14 for hanging the assembly is pivotally 

-mounted on a pin 16 which, in turn, is mounted on a 
boss 18. The boss is formed on the top edge of the 
body member 10. ' As shown in FIGURE 1, the hook 14 
may be pivoted down into'a position in which it substan 
tially embraces the body member 10, when the coat hanger 
is not in use, and is intended to be carried about in the 
pocket, purse, or other receptacle. Then, when the 
hanger is ready for use, the book 14 may be pivoted to 
its extended position, as shown in FIGURE 2. 
The ends of the body member 10 include respective 

apertures, and these extend into corresponding channels 
20 and 22 in its interior. As best shown in FIGURE 1, 
the channels extend at an inclination to the lower edge 
of the body member, and they are essentially disposed in 
spaced and parallel relationship. . 
A ?rst pair of telescopically positioned retractable arms 

24 and 26 is positioned in the channel 22. A second pair 
of telescopically positioned arms 28 and 30 is positioned 
in the channel 20. The arms may be formed of metal, 
for example, or they may be constituted of a rigid plastic 
material, such as nylon. 

Conversely, the outer arms 26 and 30, for example, 
may be constituted of metal and the inner arms 24 and 
28 may be'formed of nylon, or vice versa. As an alter 
native, the arms may be of the rolled metallic type, such 
as used in motor vehicle radio antennas. 
The arms 28 and 30 may be moved from a fully re 

tracted position within the channel 20, as shown in 
FIGURE 1, to a partially or fully extended position, as 
shown in FIGURE 2. Likewise, the arms 24 and 26 may 
be moved from a fully retracted position in the channel 
22,- as shown in FIGURE 1, to a partially or fully ex 
tended position, as shown in FIGURE 2. . 
When the arms 28, 30 and 24, 26 are in their retracted 

position, and the hook 14 is turned down, the assembly 
has a compact size and may be readily carried about. 
The arms may be extended to any desired extent, when 
the hanger is to ‘be used, so as to suit the size of the 
garment to be suspended from the hanger. 
A bead-like member 32 may be mounted on the outer 

end of the arm 30, and a similar bead-like member 34 
may be mounted on the outer end of the arm 24. These 
bead-like members may be conveniently formed of an 
appropriate plastic material. They serve as a convenient 
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means for permitting the user to grasp the ends of the 
arms 26 and 30, and to move the arms between their 
retracted and extended position. 
The arm 28 has a head 38 formed on its inner extremity. 

This head limits the outer extension of the arm, as the 
head engages the ends of the outer tubular arm 30, which 
is turned over. Likewise, the tubular arm 30 has a head 
39 which engages a shoulder at the end of the channel 
20 in the body 10 to limit the extension of the latter arm. 
An appropriate O-ring 40 may be mounted adjacent 

the head 39, as shown in FIGURES 1 and 5. Likewise, 
the arm 24 may include a head 46 at its inner end, and 
the arm 26 may include a head 48. An O-ring 50 is 
mounted adjacent the head 48. 
The embodiment shown in FIGURES 1-5 also in 

cludes a slidable bracket 60 for supporting trousers, 
skirts, and the like. The slida'ble bracket 60 includes 
a ?rst rectangular-shaped portion 60a which extends into 
a channel 62 in the lower portion of the body member 
10, and it also includes a second rectangular-shaped por 
tion 60b which also extends into the additional channel 
from the other end of the body member. 
The portions 60a and 60b are slidable in the body 

member 10 towards and from one another from a re 
tracted position, as shown in FIGURE 1, to the fully ex 
tended postion of FIGURE 2. A nylon cord 64, attached 
to the ends of the bracket 60a and 60b together, serves 
to limit the outwardly extended position of the two 
brackets. A thin spacer member 66 is mounted in the 
channel 62 to separate the portion 60a and 60b of the 
bracket, 60. 

‘It is evident, that the bracket 60 forms a convenient 
support for trousers, skirts, or the like, when it is in its 
‘fully extended position, as shown in FIGURE 2. Also, 
the bracket 60 can be retracted to the position of FIG 
URE 1 in which it closely conforms to the size of the 
body portion._ - 
The hanger of FIGURE 6 is similar to the hanger de 

scribed above, and is shown on a reduced scale. In 
the latter hanger, similar components have been desig 
nated by the same numeral numerals. The hanger of 
FIGURE 6 is a simpler embodiment which does not in 
corporate the bracket 60. 
The invention provides, therefore, an improved assem 

bly which functions as a convenient coat hanger, and 
the like. The improved assembly of the invention is 
particularly advantageous in that it is light, and in that 
it can be retracted to a relatively small size of a con 
venient shape to enable the assembly to be easily car 
ried from place to place. 
While particular embodiments of the invention have 

been shown and described, modi?cations may be made. 
It is intended in the claims to cover all modi?cations 
which fall within the scope of the invention. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

40 

45 

55 

4 
What is claimed is: 
1. An assembly for supporting garments, and the like, 

including: a central block-like body member having a 
pair of ends with apertures therein extending as respec 
tive ?rst and second channels into the interior of said 
body member and further have an additional channel 
formed therein; a ?rst pair of telescopically positioned 
rod-like arm-s mounted in one of said ?rst and second 
channels; a second pair of telescopically positioned rod 
like arms mounted in the other of said ?rst and second 
channels, the arms of each of said pairs being adapted to 
be moved between a fully retracted position within the 
respective ?rst and second channels and a fully extended 
position in which the arms of said pairs protrude out 
wardly from said body member in essentially aligned 
positions; and ?rst and second trouser supporting means 
slidably mounted in said additional channel to be ex 
tended from opposite sides of said body member. 

2. An assembly for suplporting garments, and the like, 
including: a central bloc‘klike body member having a 
pair of ends with apertures therein extending as respective 
?rst and second channels into the interior of said body 
member and further having an additional channel formed 
therein; a ?rst pair of telescopically positioned rod-like 
arms mounted in one of said ?rst and second channels; 
a second pair of telescopically positioned rodalike arms 
mounted in the other of said ?rst and second channels, 
‘the arms of each of said pairs being adapted to be moved 
between a fully retracted position within the respective 
?rst and second channels and a fully extended position in 
which the arms otE both of said pairs protrude outward 
ly from said body member in essentially aligned positions; 
a hook-shaped supporting means pivotally mounted on 
said body member; and ?rst and second trouser support 
ing means slidably mounted in said additional channel 
to be extended ?rom the opposite ends of said body 
member. 
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