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This invention relates to a carrying device and more 
particularly to a quick releasable carrying device. 

Small trees, bushes and shrubs are usually placed in 
egg cans ?lled with :dirt when being displayed for sale, 
etc. These _egg cans are usually buried to some depth 
into the ground. A problem arises when the time arrives 
for removal of these egg cans from- the ground for delivery 
or transplanting of the trees therein. Heretofore, it was 
necessary to dig the egg cans out of ‘the ground and then 
attempt to grasp the egg cans for carrying purposes. The 
task is difficult to say the least. The egg cans are dirty, 
wet and bulky. In addition, the egg cans are frequently 
loaded into trucks which have a truck bed at a consider 
able height above the ground. 

Therefore, a principal “object of this invention is to 
provide a quick releasable carrying device which will 
effectively grasp the object to be carried. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a quick 

releasable carrying device which will extract egg cans from 
the ground without digging. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a quick 

‘releasable carrying device which permits easy handling 
of eggs cans. ' 

' A further object of this invention is to provide a quick 
releasable carrying device which has a means thereon to 
facilitate a quick release of the grasping means. 
A further. object of this invention is to provide a quick 

releasable carrying device which facilitates loading of 
egg cans into a truck. 

A-further object of this invention is to provide a quick 
releasable carrying device which permits a one-handed 
operation. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

quick releasable carrying device which will be economical 
of manufacture, durable in use and re?ned in appearance. 

These and other objects will be apparent to those-skilled 
in the art. ' 

This invention consists in the construction, arrange 
ments, and combination of the various parts of the device, 
whereby the objects contemplated are attained as herein 
after more fully set forth, speci?cally pointed out in the 
claims, and illustrated in the accompanying ‘drawings, in 
which: ’ . . . > 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the devicegrasping an 
egg can containing a small tree; 
FIG. 2 is a top elevation view of the device with a por 

tion of the rotatable sleeve cut away to more fully illus 
trate the device; and 

FIG. 3 is a top elevational view of the device ‘with 
.portions cut away to more fully illustrate the device. 

The numeral 10 generally represents a spring loaded 
wrench. Wrench 10 is comprised of a handle 11 having 
a stationary jaw 13 on its forward end and a movable jaw 
15 pivotally secured to handle 11 by means of pin 17. 
A toggle 19 is pivotally secured to movable jaw 15 by 
means of pin 21. A toggle link 23 is pivotally connected 
at its forward end to toggle 19 intermediate its length 
by means of pin 25. The rearward end oftOggle link 
23 is secured to the forward end of screw 27 which 
threadably extends into the rearward end of handle 11. 
Toggle link 23 has a cam means 29 integral therewith 
intermediate its length. A spring means 31 is secured 
at one of its ends to handle 11 and to the movable jaw 15 
at its other end. A toggle release lever 33 is pivotally 
secured to toggle 19 by means of pin 35. A second 
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handle means 37 is secured to handle means 11 as shown 
in FIG. 2 by welding or the like. Handle 37 is comprised 
of a ?rst arm portion 39 which extends rearwardly and 
outwardly from handle 11 and terminates in a second 
arm portion 41 which extends inwardly therefrom at sub 
stantially a right angle to the longitudinal axis of handle 
11. A circular sleeve 43 is rotatably secured to arm por 
tion 41 and has a shoulder 45 formed therein. A washer 
47 having a hole 49 therein extends into the outward end 
of sleeve 43 and engages shoulder 45. Washer 47 is 
maintained in its position by a reduced diameter portion 
50 of arm portion 41 extending through hole 49 and being 
?attened out as shown in FIG. 2. Toggle release lever 
37 has an extension 51 secured to its rearward end which 
extends rearwardly and. inwardly and terminates forward 
ly of sleeve 43 when wrench 10 is in a locked position as 
shown in FIG. 3. The numeral 53 generally represents 
an egg can holding dirt 55 and tree 57 therein. 
The normal method of operation is as follows. Egg 

can 53 is usually placed into the ground so that only a 
- portion of its upper periphery is exposed above the ground 
level. When egg can 53 is desired to be placed on a truck 
or the like, wrench 10 isv adjusted to the desired gripping , 
position by threadably turning screw 27. The longitudinal 
movement of screw 27 also causes toggle link 23 to move. 
Due to the movement of toggle link 23, movable jaw 15 
is also pivoted through the linkage of toggle 19 and 
movable jaw 15. Jaws 13 and 15 are clamped over the 
upper periphery of egg can 53 and toggle 19 is pivoted 
inwardly to the locked position shown in FIG. 3. A 
person may then grasp sleeve 43 preferably with the index 
?nger of the grasping hand adjacent the free end of-sleeve 
43. The person may then lift .upwardly on the device 
withdrawing egg can 53 from the ground. Egg can 53 
may be carried in this position and merely swung up 
wardly onto the bed of a truck or the like. The ability of 
sleeve 43 to rotate about its longitudinal axis allows the 
carrier to'swing the egg can 53 without shifting his grip 
on sleeve 43. When egg can 53 has been placed in the 
desired position, the index ?nger of the grasping hand 
merely “?icks? the extension 51 of toggle release outward 
ly. This outward movement of toggle release lever 33 
unlocks the wrench by shifting the fulcrum of the device 
and spring means 31 pulling the rearward portion of 
movable jaw 15 inwardly. The carrier does not have to 
use his free hand to unlock the wrench. Many times the 
egg can 53 will be placed on a level considerably higher 
than that occupied by‘the carrier. It would sometimes be 
di?‘icult for the handler to reach upwardly with his free 
hand to unlock wrench 10. Extension 51 permits easy 
access to toggle. release lever 37. The ability to carry 
and release an egg can 53 with one hand permits a 
handler to carry a Wrench 10 in each hand without any 
inconvenience. 
While the invention has been described for carrying 

an egg can it could also be used for any carrying purpose 
desired. 
Thus from the foregoing it can be seen that the inven 

tion accomplishes at least all of its devices. 
Some changes may be made in the construction and ar 

rangement of my quick releasable carrying device without 
departing from the real spirit and purpose of my inven 

' tion, ‘and it is my intention to cover by my claims, any 
65 

70 

modi?ed forms of structure or use of mechanical equiv 
alents which may 1be reasonably included within their 
scope. 

I claim: 
1. In a quick releasable carrying device, 
a handle having a stationary jaw on its forward end, 
a movable jaw pivotally secured to said handle, 
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?rst toggle link pivotally secured to said movable 
law, 

a second toggle link pivotally secured to said ?rst tog 
gle link at one of its end-s and slidably secured to 
said handle at its other end and having a cam means 
intermediate its length, 

a spring means secured at one of its ends to said mov 
able jaw and said handle at its other end to main 
tain said handle and said ?rst toggle link in a sub 
stantially parallel locked relationship at times, 
toggle release lever pivotally secured intermediate 
its length to said ?rst toggle link and having its for 
ward end capable of engaging said cam means when’ 
said handle and ?rst toggle link are in a substan 
tially parallel, locked relationship to unlock said 
handle and ?rst toggle link, ' 

an arm member secured to said handle and comprised 
of a ?rst arm portion extending outwardly and rear 
wardly~from said handle and terminating in a sec 
ond arm portion extending inwardly therefrom at 
substantially a right angle to the longitudinal axis 
of said handle, 

said arm member being in the same plane as the plane 

a 

of pivotal movement of said stationary jaw and mov 
able jaw, _ 
rotatable handle means secured to said second arm 
portion, 

said toggle release lever extending rearwardly and 
terminating forwardly of said rotatable handle 
means, 

and means on said handle to longitudinally move said 
other end of said ?rst toggle link. 

2. In a quick releasable carrying device, 
a handle having a stationary jaw on its forward end, 
a movable jaw pivotally secured to said handle, 
21 ?rst toggle link pivotally secured to said movable 

iaw, 
1a second toggle link pivotally secured to said ?rst tog 

gle link at one of its ends and slidably secured to 
said handle at its other end and having a cam means 
intermediate its length, 

a spring means secured at one of its ends to said mov 

a 

'3. 

able jaw and said handle at its other end to main 
tain said handle and said ?rst toggle link in a sub 
stantially parallel locked relationship at times, 
toggle release lever {pivotally secured intermediate 
its length to said ?rst toggle link and having 
its forward end capable of engaging said cam means 
when said handle and ?rst toggle link are in a sub 
stantially parallel, locked relationship to unlock said 
handle and ?rst toggle link, and 
second handle secured to said ?rst handle and ex 
tending ?rst outwardly and rearwardly therefrom 
thence inwardly. ' 

In a quick releasable carrying device, 
a handle having a stationary jaw on its forward end, 
a movable jaw pivotally secured to said handle, 
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?rst toggle link pivotally secured to said movable 
Jaw, ' 

second toggle link pivotally secured to said ?rst tog 
gle link at one of its ends and slidably‘secured to 
said handle at its other end and having a cam means 
intermediate in length, 
spring means secured at one of its ends to said mov 
able jaw and said handle at its other end to maintain 
said handle Iand said ?rst toggle link in a substan 
tially parallel locked relationship at times, 
toggle release lever pivotally secured intermediate 
its length to said ?rst toggle link and having its vfor 
ward end capable of engaging said cam means when 
said handle and ?rst toggle link are in a substan 
tially parallel, locked relationship to unlock said 
handle and ?rst toggle link, ' 
second handle secured to said ?rst handle and ex 
tending ?rst outwardly and rearwardly therefrom 
thence inwardly, and 
sleeve means rotatably embracing said inwardly ex 
tending portion of said second handle. 
In a quick releasable carrying device, 
handle having a stationary-jaw on its forward end, 
movable jaw pivotally secured to said handle, 
v?rst toggle link pivotally secured to said movable 
Jaw, 
second toggle link pivotally secured to said ?rst 
toggle link at one of its ends and slidably secured 
to said handle at its other end and having a cam 
means intermediate its length, 
spring means secured at one of its ends to said 
movable jaw and said handle at itsv other end to 
maintain said handle and said ?rst toggle link in a 
substantially parallel locked relationship \at times, 
toggle release lever [pivotally secured intermediate 
its length to said ?rst toggle link and having its 
forward end capable of engaging said loam means 
when said handle and ?rst toggle link are in a sub 
stantially parallel, locked relationship to unlock said 
handle and ?rst toggle link, 
second handle secured to ‘said ?rst handle and ex 
tending ?rst outwardly and rearwardly therefrom 
thence inwardly, and 
sleeve means rotatably embracing said inwardly ex 
tending portion of said second handle, 

said toggle release lever extending rearwardly and ter 
minating forwardly of said sleeve means. 
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