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4 Claims. (Cl. 280-78) 

This invention relates to a rolling toy for children. 
An object of this invention is to provide an improved 

toy for the amusement of children. _ 
Another object of this invention is to provide an rm 

proved toy having a spherical housing of plastic or like 
material which is provided with a door on one side there 
of through which the child may enter the housing pre 
paratory to using it for rolling down a sidewalk or pave 
ment having a slight incline. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide an 
improved toy comprising a housing of spherical shape into 
which a child may be strapped preparatory to using the 
toy for rolling down a slightly inclined sidewalk or pave 
ment, said housing being provided with a combination seat 
and weight in the inside bottom thereof for holding it in 
upright position when it is at rest so that it may be 
entered through the door thereof which is held in proper 
position for such entry. 

Other and further objects of this invention will be ap 
parent to those skilled in the art to which it relates from 
the following speci?cation, claims and drawings in which, 
brie?y: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of an embodiment of this in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of an embodiment of this inven 
tion showing the side on which the door is positioned; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary detail view of the door hinge; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-—4 of 

FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is another detail view of a modi?ed hinge struc 

ture for the door; 
FIG. 6 is a detail view of the door latching structure; 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the line 7——7 

of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken along the line 8-8 of 

FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 9 is a detail View taken along the line 9-9 of 

FIG. 8. 
Referring to the drawing in detail reference numeral 10 

designates a substantially spherical hollow member or 
housing which is made of hard rubber, plastic or similar 
material and which is adapted to receive a small child 
therein so that the device may be rolled along the side 
walk or other smooth surface with the small child se 
curely strapped or held therein. The hollow housing 10 
may be made out of two or three sections that are ce 
mented or heat~sealed together into a spherical member. 
The housing is provided with a door 13 on one side there 
of and openings such as the windows 11 and 12 are formed 
in surfaces of the device so that the occupant thereof may 
be observed from the outside or vice-versa. Two open 
ings 14 and 15 are provided in the front of the shell of 
this device and opening 14- is covered with a transparent 
plastic that may have thin flakes of gold or copper ma 
terial imbedded therein to give the illusion of stars or 
other heavenly objects to the occupant making observa 
tions thereo. Opening 15 is covered with a translucent red 
plastic to simulate the ?lter of an infrared detector. 
Several ?exible members 16 of rubber or the like which 
may simulate radio antennae are attached to the outside 
surface of the device by rubber‘suction cups 17 or the like. 
The door 13 is of substantially triangular shape and 

the relatively narrow bottom edge thereof is attached to 
the shell 10 of the device by the long ‘hinge member 18. 
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This hinge member is made of two parts which are hinged 
together by a pin at the end 20 thereof and the lower part 
is imbedded in the shell while the upper part is positioned 
in the hole 19 formed in the door. This hole 19 is made 
large enough so that the hook end 21 of the hinge may be 
threaded therethrough and sprung into‘the opposing end 
of the hinge projecting from the shell. Other types of 
hinges may be employed for attaching the door 13 to 
the shell, for example, conventional hinges 23 may be im 
bedded with the lower end thereof in the shell and the 
upper part thereof in the door, thereafter these hinge parts 
may be assembled and the pivot pins thereof inserted to 
hold the door 13 hinged to the shell. 
The upper surface of the door 13 is held in the door 

closed position by a latch mechanism 22, the details of 
which are illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7. This latch is pro~ 
vided with a spring-urged ‘member 25 which engages the 
door 13 in the slot 24. Latch 25 may be pressed into 
the cavity of the receptacle 26 which is imbedded in the 
shell and a spring 28 is provided between the latch 25 and 
the member 29 to press the latch 25 outward. Laterally 
extending parts 27 are provided to latch 25 and these parts 
are positioned in suitable cavities in receptacle 26 to pre 
vent the latch 25 from being pushed all the way out of the 
receptacle by the spring 28. Suitable projections such as 
30 may be provided around the receptacle 26 and these 
projections engage the plastic shell and retain the re 
ceptacle 26 in position therein when the receptacle is im 
bedded in the plastic. 

Similar latch mechanisms such as 22 may be provided 
on the sides of the door 13 in addition to the latch mech 
anism 22 shown in FIG. 2, if desired. The door 13 may 
be opened from the inside by pressing the upper part of 
the door outward or it may be opened from the outside 
by gripping the sides of both of the holes 12 and pulling 
outward so that the latching member 25 is forced into the 
receptacle 26 against the pressure of spring 28 and the 
door is released. 
The inside of this device is provided with a curved 

ridge 31 against which the occupant seats himself so 
that his legs extend forward and may ‘be folded Indian 
fashion ahead of the weight bag 36. Straps 34a and 
34b are provided to go around the occupant’s waist. 
One end of strap 34a is attached by the ring 32 to the 
shell 10 at one end of the ridge 31, and one end of the 
strap 34b is attached by the ring 33 to the shell 10 at 
the other end of the ridge 31. The other end of the 
strap 34a is provided with two D-shaped rings 35 and 
the free end of strap 34b is threaded through these D 
shaped rings after the occupant is seated in the shell. 
The ‘strap 34b is snagged in the rings 35 to hold the 
occupant in the seat. The strap 34a is made of short 
length so that if it should accidentally become separated 
from strap 34b during use, it will not be long enough to 
whip the rings 35 against the occupant’s head. 
The weight sack 36 may be ?lled with heavy material 

such as sand, or the like, and for this purpose an open 
ing 37 wihch is provided with a zipper for closure thereof 
is provided to the top of this weight sack so that the 
sand or the like material may ‘be placed therein. The 
bottom of this weight sack is cemented to the inside of 
the ‘shell 10 and this sack is made of crescent-shape with 
the inner curve thereof shaped so that the occupant may 
comfortably sit just to the rear of this sack, between it 
and the ridge 31. This weight sack should be of suf?cient 
weight so that the device will always come to rest with 
this weight sack in the lower position whereby this de 
vice will always be in position to receive the occupant 
when it is at rest. 

This device is also provided with hand grips 39 and 
40 which the occupant grips during use of the device. 
A pad 38 of foam rubiber or foam plastic is provided on 
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the interior back of the device so that the occupant may‘ 
recline thereagainst during use of this device. A similar 
pad 38a is provided in the front of the occupant. 

While I have shown a preferred embodiment of the 
invention it will be understood that the invention is 
capable of variation and modi?cation from the form 
shown so that its scope should be limited only by the 
scope of the claims appended hereto. - 
What I claim is: 
1. In a rolling toy for children, the combination of a 

substantially spherical hollow shell of shock-resistant 
material and of a size whereby a child may be comfort 
ably seated therein, a door in one side of said shell, a 
seat inside of said shell on the bottom thereof, said seat 
comprising a back member and a front member in the 
form of a container having ballast material therein 
whereby said shell will normally come to rest from roll 
ing motion with said seat in position to receive the 
occupant, hinge means for attaching said door to the 
bottom of said shell, said door being positioned in said 
shell so that it is substantially vertical when the shell is 
at rest to facilitate entry thereof, and releasable means 
for holding said door in closed position. 

2. In a rolling toy for children, the combination of a 
substantially spherical hollow shell of shock-resistant 
plastic material and of a size whereby a child may be 
comfortably seated therein, a door in one side of said 
shell, a seat inside of said shell on the bottom thereof, 
said seat comprising a curved back member in the form 
of a ridge attached to said shell and a front member in 
the form of a sack ?lled with granular material to form 
ballast whereby said shell will normally come to rest 
from rolling motion with said seat in position to receive 
the occupant, hinge means for attaching said door to the 
bottom of said shell, said door ‘being substantially tri 
angular shape positioned so that a wide side thereof is 
uppermost when the shell is at rest to facilitate entry 
thereof, and spring-urged latching means for holding 
said door in closed position. 

3. In a rolling toy for children, the combination of a 
substantially spherical hollow shell of shock-resistant 
plastic material and of a size whereby a child may be 
comfortably seated therein, a door in one side of said 
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shell, a seat inside of said shell on the bottom thereof, 
said seat comprising a curved back member in the form 
of a ridge attached to said shell and a front member in 
the form of a sack ?lled with granular material to form 
ballast whereby said shell will normally come to rest from 
rolling motion with said seat in position to receive the 
occupant, means attached to opposite ends of said ridge 
for strapping the occupant into said seat, hinge means 
for attaching said door to the bottom of said shell, said 
door being of substantially triangular shape positioned 

, so that a wide side thereof is uppermost when the shell 
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is at rest to facilitate entry thereof, and spring-urged 
latching means for holding said door in closed position. 

4. In a rolling toy for children, the combination of a 
substantially spherical hollow shell of shock-resistant 
plastic material and of a size whereby a child may be 
comfortably seated therein, a door in one side of said 
shell, a seat inside of said shell on the bottom thereof, 
said seat comprising a curved back member in the form 
of a ridge attached to said shell and a front member in 
the form of ‘a sack ?lled with granular material to form 
ballast whereby said shell will normally come to rest 
from rolling motion with said seat in position to receive 
the occupant, hinge means for attaching said door to 
the bottom of said shell, one end of said ridge terminating 
adjacent to said hinge means, strap means for fastening 
the occupant into said seat, said strap means including 
a short strap attached to said one end of said ridge and 
fastening means attached to the free end of said short 
strap, said door being of substantially triangular shape 
positioned so that a wide side thereof is uppermost when 
the shell is at rest to facilitate entry thereof, and spring 
urged latching means for holding said door in closed 
position. 
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