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This invention relates to a mold for making gelatin 
desserts and the like and more particularly to a combina 
tion cover and serving tray for ring molds. 
As is commonly understood in the art, gelatin type 

desserts are prepared in a liquid combination and poured 
into molds in which they are chilled until the gelatin sets. 
One of the most common types of molds presently being 
used is of the ring type. The liquid gelatin mixture is 
poured into the mold in its inverted position. The mold 
is then chilled until the gelatin sets after which the ring 
mold is turned over onto a ?at tray or a plate, for ex 
ample, so that the set gelatin can drop out of the mold. 
The mold is often heated to aid in releasing the gelatin 
from the inside surfaces of the mold. Heretofore, a 
major difficulty encountered with such molds has been in 
turning it over Without allowing the gelatin to drop out 
before it is placed on the surface, especially to a begin 
ner who has not had the experience in manipulating the 
mold in order to remove the ring of gelatin.‘ ' 
A primary object of this invention is to provide a sim 

pli?ed means for handling gelatin. 
Another object of this invention is the provision of a 

cover for a ring mold which becomes an integral part 
therewith. ’ > 

A further object of this invention is to provide an im 
proved means for removing gelatin desserts from ring 
molds. ' 

Still another object of this invention is the provision 
of a cover for a ring mold which can be used as a serving 
tray after the gelatin has ‘been removed from the mold. 
Another object is to provide an improved cover and. 

serving tray for a ring mold which has an integrally cen 
trally located serving cup for dressing and the like. 
‘A further object is to provide an improved gelatin 

molding apparatus in which the mold is adapted for use 
as a cover after the gelatin has been removed therefrom. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a novel means of securing a combination cover and 
serving tray to a ring mold. , 
The above and other objects of the instant invention 

are accomplished by fabricating a substantially ?at cover 
member with a centrally located annular projection. 
The center of the cover is recessed slightly to form the 
bottom of the tray. The recess has an outer diameter 
slightly larger than the outer diameter of the edge of the 
‘outer side wall of the ring mold. The annular projection 
is provided with a pair of ‘buttons or knobs that cooperate 
with a rolled edge on the annular projection of the ring 
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mold to lock the cover to the mold. The annular pro- _ 
jection of the ring mold projects outwardly a greater 
distance than the outer edge of the mold so that the 
rolled edge of the center section sealingly engages the 
bottom surface of the recess. The outer rolled edge of 
the mold will then engage a portion of the side Wall of 
the recess leaving a slight gap between the outer edge 
of the mold and the bottom of the recess. When the 
mold is ?lled with gelatin, the outer rolled edge of the 
mold determines the height of the liquid gelatin that can 
be poured therein. The gelatin is then chilled until it 
sets and then the cover is snapped onto the mold._ Al 
ternatively, the cover may be used to protect the gelatin 
from contamination during the setting operation, as for 
example, in the ‘refrigerator. The gap or space provided 
between the bottom surface‘ of the recess and the upper 
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surface of the chilled gelatin is su?‘icient to ‘allow the 
gelatin to drop out of the mold when the gelatin has set 
and the mold is inverted. The mold is generally heated 
before it is turned over so that the gelatin will readily ' 
be released. Preferably, the annular projection is used 
to support a serving cup for any salad dressings that are 
to be served with the gelatin. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the present 
invention will beco-memore readily apparent from the 
following detailed description when read in connection 
with the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a top view of the combination cover, ring 
mold and tray. 

FIG. 2 is taken on lines 2—-2 of FIG. 1 showing the 
ring mold fastened onto the cover. 

FIG. 3 is similar to FIG. 2 showing the ring mold 
prior to the locking of the cover thereto. 

FIG. 4 is a detailed showing of the snapping action 
of the cover on the edge of the mold. 

FIG. 5 shows the cover portion when used as a tray 
and the mold removed therefrom. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, a ring 
mold 10 is shown having an outwardly sloping side wall 
12 and an inwardly sloping side wall 14 connected by a 
rounded bottom wall 16. An annular bead 18 is formed 
on the upper edge of the outer side Wall by rolling the 
upper edge outwardly so that a smooth annular surface 
is formed. The inner side wall is slightly longer than 
the outer side wall and has an annular head 20 formed 
around its upper edge by rolling or curling the upper 
edge inwardly to form a smooth surface. The slight 
difference between the lengths of the inner and outer side 
walls is signi?cant since this assures that the chilled gel 

' atin dessert will have sufficient clearance to drop out of 
vthe mold when it is placed on a ?at tray or plate. 

Preferably, thecombination cover ‘and tray 22 is made 
from either a clear or opaque plastic material and is 
molded or formed with a central recess 24. The outer 
diameter of the recess which extends to the lower edge 
of wall 28 is slightly larger than the outer diameter of 
the upper edge of the outer side wall of the ring mold 
and is connected to a ?at bottom wall 30 of the recess 
by means of a rounded wall 28. The outer diameter of 
the bottom wall is slightly less than the outer diameter 
of the edge of the outer side wall so that the edge of the 
outer wall engages the inner surface of the rounded wall. 
A conical projection 32 extends upward from the bot 
tom wall and supports ‘a dressing cup 34 in its central 
portion. A pair of buttons or tabs 36 are molded on the 
wall of the conical projection a slight distance from the 
bottom wall of the recess. These knobs or tabs cooperate 
with the edge of the inner side wall of the mold to lock 
the mold to the cover as explained hereinafter. 
When the cover is placed on the ring mold the conical 

projection is inserted into the central portion of the inner 
wall of the mold until bead 20 snaps over knobs 36. 

- The bead will generally sealingly engage the bottom wall 
of the recess. The upper edge of the outer wall of the 
mold will generally sealingly engage the inner surface of 
the side wall 28. When the mold and cover are turned 
over the gelatin dessert will-drop onto the bottom sur 
face of the recess. 

In using the ring mold and cover a liquid gelatin mix 
ture is ?rst prepared and poured into the mold generally 
until it reaches the upper edge of the outer side wall. 
The mold is then chilled until the gelatin sets. The cover 
is placed on the mold by inserting the inside side wall 
into the central projection until the edge snaps over the 
tabs. The edge of the outer side wall will engage the in 
ner surface of the round wall with sufficient force to 
form a seal therewith. The outer surface of the mold 
can then be heated slightly to release the gelatin from 
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the inner surfaces thereof. Heat can be applied by pour 
ing warm water on the mold without fear of the water 
coming in contact with the gelatin because of the tight ?t 
between the edges of the mold and the cover. The com 
'bination is then turned over so that the gelatin will drop 
onto the bottom of the recess in the cover. The ring 
mold can then be removed and the gelatin served with 
a dressing placed in the center cup if desired. It the des 
sert or the unused portion thereof is to be preserved, the 
ring mold can be used as a cover by merely snapping it 
in place on the annular projection, there-by sealing the 
remaining gelatin within the mold and cover. It should 
be apparent that the sealing engagement of the cover 
with the tray makes it possible to pour hot waterv on the 
mold without fear of the water entering the mold. 

Although only one embodiment of the present inven 
tion has been shown and described it should be obvious 
that various changes and modi?cations can be made with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination of a ring mold and a cover-plate, 

said ring mold having an outer annular wall and an inner 
annular wall connected by an arcuate bottom wall, said 
cover-plate having a ?at base with an outer annular wall 
and an inner annular wall, the inner surfaces of the walls 
of said lower plates engaging the edges of said ring mold 
annular walls to enclose said mold, and locking means 
integral with the surfaces of said inner annular walls of 
said mold and cover-plate for interengaging the mold 
with said cover-plates, said inner annular walls of the 
mold and cover-plate being higher than the outer annular 
walls of said mold and cover-plate, whereby on turning 
the ring mold and cover-plate over, the ring mold be 
comes the cover and the cover becomes a plate. 3 

2. The combination according to claim 1 wherein said 
locking means comprises a pair of tabs integral with the 
outer surface of the inner annular wall of said cover 
plate in position to engage the edge of the inner annular 
wall of said ring mold at diametrically opposite points. 
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3. A combination cover and plate for a ring mold 
having inner and outer annular Walls, said inner wall 
having an in-turned head on its upper end and said outer 
wall having an out-turned bead on its upper end, said 
combination cover and plate comprising a base having a 
central annular recess, a hollow conical projection cen 
trally located in said base and projecting upward there 
from, the outer diameter of the recess being slightly 
larger than the outer diameter of the outer annular wall 
of said ring mold, ‘a pair of knobs on diametrically oppo 
site sides of said projection and extending outward there 
from, said knobs being spaced from the bottom of the 
recess a distance suf?cient to allow the in-turned bead on 
the central projection to ?t between the knob and. the 
bottom of the recess, whereby on inserting the central 

. projection of the cover into the center of the inner wall 
of the mold the cover will be locked on the mold by the 
cooperation of the bead on the inner wall with the knobs 
and the bead on the outer annular wall of said ring mold 
will engage the side wall of the recess to seal the cover 
to the ring mold, and on turning the ring mold over, the 
base becomes a plate and the mold a cover. 
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