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The present invention relates generally to brackets and 
supports and relates more speci?cally to an apparatus 
for supporting and displaying articles. 

In retailing, merchants ‘have found that goods displayed 
in the immediate visual vicinity of the point of purchase 
are easily sold. A buyer during the purchase of one 
commodity often buys another commodity upon seeing 
it at the point of purchase either because it reminds him 
of a forgotten need or because of an impulse. The so~ 
called impulse buying has led to the development of 
numerous point of purchase display devices. 
The problem with prior point of purchase displays has 

been the limited space available for display racks and 
other display apparatus. Most point of purchase dis 
plays have been primarily ?oor racks set up in front 
of the check-out counter or racks on boards behind the 
check-out clerk. In many establishments, cumbersome 
racks are even set out on the check-out counter although 
they obviously defeat the purpose of the counter. 
The present invention provides a display apparatus 

which may be mounted almost anywhere, even attached 
to the cash register at the point of purchase. This fa 
cility of mounting is an important feature in providing 
immediacy and ?exibility to display arrangements. In 
other words, the present display rack may be mounted 
almost anywhere and immediately when needed. The 
display apparatus of the present invention is also a rela 
tively inexpensive rack which'rnay be manufactured in 
small or extremely large quantities at very low cost. 

In its preferred form, the present display rack com 
prises a plate-like hanger support having a plurality of 
integral portions de?ning hanger receiving channels. 
When the display rack is mounted on a wall or other sur 
face, the channels and the wall together de?ne rectangu 
lar hanger receiving holes. A plurality of somewhat L 
shaped hangers are provided and each is carried by the 
display rack by inserting the short leg of the L as a tongue 
into a hanger receiving hole. The other leg of the L 
shaped hanger projects away from the wall and the hanger 
support and preferably slopes upwardly when the hanger 
is mounted on a vertical wall to form an article hang 
ing ?nger. 
The hanger supports are preferably manufactured by 

extruding long sheets of a resilient material, such as a 
synthetic plastic material, and laterally slicing the sheets 
at intervals equal to the desired width of the hanger sup 
ports. The L-shaped hangers are thin ?at members with 
both legs lying in a common plane and are relatively 
stiff in that plane but are also laterally ?exible. The 
hangers are maintained in their normally projecting rela 
tion by the integral portions de?ning the sides of the 
rectangular receiving hole. Pivotal or translational move 
ment of the hangers is prevented by the end wall and 
the wall surface de?ning the receiving hole. 

In its preferred form the rack has an adhesive back 
ing which permits the hanger support to be attached to 
substantially any suitable surface without the use of 
screws or other fastening devices. This attachment can 
be done when a display need arises without any delay 
or waiting to secure fasteners and/or fastening tools. 
Once the hanger support is adhered to a support sur 
face, complete assembly of the entire rack is rather simple 
and requires only the insertion of one of the legs of each 
of the hangers into their respective holes. 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

3,252,678 
Patented Why 24, 1966 ICC 

Z 
The simplicity and facility of erection of the present 

display rack makes it an important adjunct to the equip 
ment and merchandise of a jobber or other distributor’s 
representative in selling to a retailer. For example, dur 
ing a demonstration or after a retailer has decided to 
display a particular product for sale, the distributor’s 
representative merely takes the present hanger support 
which is easily and compactly carried in his valise, re 
moves a protective paper covering from the adhesive 
backing, literally “slaps” it up on the available display 
surface, inserts the hangers and hangs the merchandise 
from the hangers. 

In one form, the hangers are also usable with an in 
expensive support to provide a display tree. In this form, 
the hangers include grooves which snugly receive wall 
portions of the support. A ?rst group of hangers are 
inserted onto the bottom end of the support to form a 
display tree base. Additional hangers are inserted over 
the wall portion at the top end of the support and in 
spaced slots in the support to provide article supporting 
arms of a display tree which is easily modi?ed to meet 
any display need. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and improved display rack which is facilely 
mounted on almost any available surface and quickly 
assembled for prominently supporting and displaying 
articles. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved display rack assembly wherein a 
hanger support of the rack assembly is mounted on a 
wall surface and de?nes a hanger leg receiving and re 
taining hole with the wall surface which retaining hole 
longitudinally receives a tongue-like hanger leg and pre 
vents twisting and any outward movement of the hanger 
other than longitudinal movement. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved display rack assembly which 
has a very low cost of manufacture and is easily assembled. 
A further object of the present invention is to ‘provide 

a hanger, a plurality of which may be used with a thin 
wall support member to form a base and article hang 
ing arms of a display tree. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a new and improved method of making plate-like 
hanger supports which are easily mounted and used for 
display purposes and have a very low cost of manufac 
ture. 

Other objects and a fuller understanding of the inven 
tion may be had by referring to the following description 
and claims taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a form of the pres 

ent display device as mounted on a suitable support sur 
face. 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of a part of the display 

device of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an elevational view, with parts in section, 

as seen from a plane indicated by the line 3——3 in FIG 
URE 2. 
FIGURE 4 is a top plan view of part of an alternate 

mounting of the display device of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 5 is an elevational view, with portions broken 

away and shown in section, of an alternate form of the 
display device of the present invention. 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of another alternate 

form of the display device of the present invention. 
Referring now to the drawing, a preferred form of the 

article display rack assembly of the present invention is 
designated generally by the reference character 11. The 
rack 11 comprises a hanger mounting and supporting 
member 12 and a plurality of hook or article supporting 
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hanger members 13 removably carried by the hanger sup 
port 12. 
The hanger support 12 is an elongated plate-like mem 

ber and is preferably made of an extrudible material, for 
example, a synthetic plastic material. The hanger sup 
port 12 includes generally planar back portions 14 and 
hanger holding and supporting portions 15 projecting per 
pendicularly from the plane of the back portions 14. 
The projecting hanger holding portions 15 each include 

spaced, parallel side walls 21, 22 and an end wall 23 
which together de?ne an elongated, rectangular channel 
extending the width of the supporting plate and disposed 
perpendicularly to the plane of the back portions 14. Sur 
faces of channel de?ning side and end walls 21-23 and 
a part of a wall surface 18 which is between the side walls 
21, 22 and opposite the end wall 23 form and de?ne a 
hanger receiving and retaining passageway 24. The pro 
jecting hanger holding portions 15 and the back portions 
14 are integrally formed in the hanger support. 
A resilient layer 16 of foam rubber or other suitable 

material is provided as a backing on the hanger support 
12. An adhesive layer 17 is provided on the rubber layer 
16 for securing the hanger support 12 to the surface 18 of 
a wall or other support 19. The adhesive 17 is of a “con 
tact” type which is normally covered by a protective pa 
per covering (not shown) prior to use. The hanger sup 
port 12 is mounted by removing the paper covering and 
by pressing the adhesive coated resilient layer against the 
wall surface 18. When the hanger support 12 is secured 
to the wall surface, the wall surface holds and maintains 
the hanger support rigid. 
As shown best in FIGURE 3, the hangers 13 each in 

clude an elongated tongue portion 25, a brace portion 26, 
and an elongated ?nger portion 27 extending at an angle 
to the tongue and brace portions 25, 26. The brace por 
tion 26 extends parallel to the tongue portion 27 and de 
?nes a support receiving groove 28 with the tongue por 
tion 27. The support receiving groove 28 is sized to re 
ceive the end wall 23 of the hanger support 12. The re 
ceiving groove 28 extends from an open end to an end 
which is closed by an intermediate hanger portion 29 
which connects the tongue and brace portions 25, 26 re 
spectively. 
The ?nger portion 27 extends from the brace portion 

26 near the open end of the groove 28 and forms an acute 
angle relative to the brace and tongue portions. The 
length of the ?nger portion 27 is several times the length 
of the tongue and brace portions 25, 26 so as to be ade 
quate in length for article hanging purposes. As shown 
in FIGURE 5, the ?nger portion 27 extends beyond an 
imaginary line de?ned by a surface 30 of the rectangular 
intermediate portion 29. The surface 30 is substantially 
perpendicular to the groove 28. 
The lateral dimensions of the tongue, brace and ?nger 

portions 25-27 are much greater than their thickness so 
as to give them the appearance of thin, ?at members 
which are rectangular in cross section. The hangers 13 
are made of a ?exible material, preferably a synthetic 
plastic material. The ?nger portions 27 vw'th their rec 
tangular cross section, are rigid in directions parallel to 
the planes de?ned by their widest surfaces so as to resist 
bending from forces parallel to those planes and are ?exi 
ble in directions parallel to the planes de?ned by their 
smallest surfaces so as to yield to side forces. The ?nger 
portion 27 is relatively more ?exible than the tongue por 
tion 25. 
An alternate structure for mounting the rack assembly 

is shown in FIGURE 4. Here the back portions 14 in 
clude apertures for receiving screws or other fastening de 
vices 31 and provide a means for mounting the rack as 
sembly on the wall 19 or other support. 
To complete assembly of the display rack 11 the hanger 

12 is secured to the wall surface 18 as has been described 
to provide a plurality of the substantially rectangular pas 
sageways 24. The hangers 13 are mounted on the hanger 
support 12 by inserting their tongue portions 25 into the 
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4 
tongue-receiving passageways 24 so that the ?nger por 
tions 27 extend away from the wall 19. 
The articles to be displayed or stored are hung on the 

projecting ?ngers 27. The angle of the ?nger portions 27 
points them up above a horizontal plane and the articles 
hung on the ?ngers most often will slide as close as possi 
ble to the hanger support 12 and thus produce a minimum 
possible torque on the tongue portions 25 within the sup 
porting portions 15. 
The side walls 21, 22 and the end Wall 23 maintain the 

hangers projecting perpendicularly relative to the hanger 
support 12 and prevent twisting and lateral movement of 
the tongue portions. The wall surface between the side 
walls 21, 22 abuts the rear edge of the tongue portion 25 
and prevents the tongue portion 25 from pivoting out of 
the rectangular channel of the hanger supporting portions 
15 when an article is hung on a hanger 13. The fric 
tional engagement of the side walls 21, 22 against the 
tongue portion 25 also helps to prevent such pivotal move 
ment. The brace portion 26 engages the outside surface 
of the end wall 23 and further assists in preventing rota 
tion of the hanger 13 in its own plane. 
The plate-like hanger supports 12 are preferably made 

by extruding an elongated sheet having the hook support 
ing portions 15 as longitudinally extending integral ribs 
and then transversely cutting the sheet at spaced intervals 
equal to the desired width of the hanger support 12. The 
resilient layer 16, the adhesive 17, and its protective paper 
covering are preferably applied to the back of the elon 
gated sheet prior to cutting it into individual hanger sup 
ports. The back portions 14 and the walls 21, 23 of the 
hanger supporting portions 15 are extruded having prefer 
ably a uniform thickness. The hangers 13 may be made 
by injection molding, stamping them from a thin planar 
sheet of plastic material, or by any other suitable method. 
The rack asesmbly as thus made forms an inexpensive 

rack assembly which is simple to make and assemble for 
article display purposes. The hangers “13 are easily in 
serted and removed and the entire assembly occupies a 
minimum of space when not in use. The ?nger portion 
27 of each hanger 13 is very ?exible in a side or lateral 
direction when mounted and yields readily to lateral or 
side forces as when someone brushes against it. Thus, 
one brushing against the hangers or even falling against 
them is not scraped and injured. The side walls 21, 22 
retain each tongue portion '25 against twisting and, after 
a side force is removed, cause the ?nger portions 27 to 
return to their perpendicularly projecting positions. 

Referring to ‘FIGURE 5, several of the hangers 13 are 
shown with a post support 41 as forming an article dis 
play tree 40. The post support 41 is preferably a cylin 
der of ?brous material, as for example, cardboard, or 
other suitable material of a thickness which will be snugly 
received by the groove ‘28. A plurality of the hangers 13 
are positioned on one end 42 of the post support 41 by 
sliding the end of the post support into the groove 28 to 
form a display tree base. For a cylinder or other tubu 
lar tree post support, three of such hangers 13 may be 
used to form a tripod base. A plurality of the hangers 
113 are positioned at a top end v43 of the post support 41 
and in receiving slots 44. One or more circumferential 
rows of the slots 44 may be provided for the hangers (13 
depending on the length of the post support 41 and the 
number of article supporting hangers needed. The 
hangers 13 in adjacent rows are staggered to provide an 
optimum of article hanging space. The ?nger portions 
27 of the hangers 13 at the top end 43 and in the slots 
44 extend upwardly at an angle which is equal to and 
opposite from the angle of the hangers forming the tree 
base. 

Referring to FIGURE 6, two of the hangers 13 are se 
cured to the bottom end 46 of a sheet 47 of cardboard or 
other suitable material to provide legs for an alternate dis 
play device 50. The sheet 47 has slots 48, 49 for re 
ceiving the tongue portions 25 of hangers 13 so that the 



3,252,678 
5 

grooves ‘28 slip over the sheet 47 to provide article hang 
ing ?ngers on the display device '50. 

In still another form, the display device 50 may be 
made without the slots 48, 49 in the ‘upper portions of 
the cardboard sheet 47. The sheet 47 has slots only for 
the hangers 13 secured to the ‘bottom of the sheet 47 to 
provide legs ‘for the sheet 47. The sheet 47 and the 
bottom leg forming hangers 13 form an easel for bearing 
and displaying advertising or other indicia printed on the 
sheet 47. ‘ 

Some of the advantages of the article display tree 40 and 
the display easel :50 formed by the present invention are 
their facility of erection and their adaptibility to a vari 
ety of display formations. In addition, they have a very 
low cost of manufacture and are easily dismantled for 
storage and carrying. The display tree 40 can be varied 
in height and width by modifying the tree post support, 
and hangers may be placed anywhere on the post support 
by slotting the post support at the desired locations. 

In summary, the present invention is believed to com 
prise essentially a display device having a hanger sup 
port member and a plurality of hanger members wherein 
one of the members has a receiving groove and the other 
member has a portion which inter?ts with the groove to 
dispose the hanger members in outwardly extending, 
article hanging positions. In one form the device in 
cludes a hanger support member having mounting back 
portions and channel-shaped hanger support portions pro 
jecting from adjacent back portions, the projecting chan 
nel-shaped portions and the support surface de?ne an 
elongated rectangular receiving passageway disposed per 
pendicular to the support surface with its longitudinal 
axis parallel to the support surface, and a hanger mem 
ber having a tongue portion which is snugly received in 
the rectangular receiving passageway and a ?nger portion 
projecting perpendicularly ‘from the support surface. In 
another form the invention contemplates that the hanger 
support member and the hanger members form a display 
device wherein the hanger members are used to form 
both a base and article hanging arms. 

Although the invention has been described in its pre 
ferred form with a certain degree of particularity, it is 
understood that the present disclosure of the preferred 
form has been made only by way of example and that 
numerous changes in the details of construction and the 
combination and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit and the scope of the 
invention as hereinafter claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A display rack ‘for securement to a support wall for 

carrying a plurality of articles, said display rack com 
prising: 

(a) an integral plastic elongated hanger support mem 
ber having hanger supporting portions and substan 
tially planar mounting portions; 

(b) said planar portions including means for mount 
ing said hanger member on the support Wall; 

(c) each of said hanger supporting portions having 
wall surfaces including parallel side wall surfaces 
de?ning an elongated, hanger receiving channel ex 
tending longitudinally for the width of the support 
member and open at a back of the support member 
which faces the support ‘wall when the hanger sup 
port member is mounted on said wall, said side wall 
surface and a surface of the support wall between 
said side wall surfaces forming a rectangular hanger 
receiving and retaining passageway; 

(d) a plurality of hanger members each comprising an 
elongated, ?at plastic element of uniform thickness 
and having a tongue portion and a ?nger portion, 
the width of the hanger member being substantially 
more than its thickness so that the hanger is rela 
tively rigid in a plane parallel to its Widest surfaces 
and relatively ?exible in directions lateral to said 
plane; 
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6 
(c) said tongue portions projecting away from said 
?nger portion in said plane; 

(f) said tonugue portion being sized to be longitu 
dinally received in said rectangular receiving pas 
sagelway and being disposed in a rectangular re 
ceiving passageway of a hanger supporting portion 
so that the ?nger portion projects away from the 
wall surface; and 

(g) said ?nger portion being substantially greater in 
length than said tongue portion and being relatively 
?exible in directions lateral to its projection from 
said wall surface. 

2. A display rack for securement to a supporting wall 
surface to carry a plurality of articles, said display rack 
comprising: _ 

(a) an integral, plastic elongated plate-like hanger sup 
port member having substantially planar mounting 
portions and projecting hanger supporting portions; 

(b) said planar portions including means for mount 
ing said support member on the supporting Wall 
surface; 

(c) each of said hanger sup-porting portions having 
elongated side walls integrally connected to adjacent 
planar portions respectively and an end wall con 
necting said side walls, said side walls and said end 
walls de?ning a rectangular hanger receiving chan 
nel extending away from the plane of the planar 
portions, and a part of the supporting wall surface 
betwen said side walls and and oposite said end wall 
forming a ‘back retaining wall surface for said sup 
porting portions when said hanger support members 
is mounted on the supporting wall surface; 

((1) a plurality of plastic hanger members each having ' 
a tongue portion and a ?nger portion; 

(e) said tongue portion comprising a flat, thin elon 
gated element of uniform thickness sized to be 
snugly received between the side walls of said hanger 
supporting portion, said ?nger portion extending 
away from the planar portion when said tongue por 
tion is disposed in said hanger supporting portions; 
and, 

(f) the longitudinal edges of the tongue portion en 
gaging said end wall and said retaining Wall surface 
whereby said wall surface prevents rotational move~ 
ment of said tongue portion in said hanger receiv 
ing channel when an article is hung on said ?nger 
portion. 

3. The combination of claim '2 wherein the ?nger and 
tongue portions of the hanger member are co~planar and 
have a uniform thickness and said ?nger portion is at an 
angle to said tongue portion. 

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said hanger 
support member is an extruded plastic member. 

5. A display device comprising: 
(a) an integral, plastic elongated hanger support mem 

ber having hanger supporting portions and substan 
tially planar mounting portions; 

(b) said planar portions including means for mount 
ing said support member on a supporting wall sur 
face; 

(c) each of said hanger supporting portions having 
walls including an end wall de?ning an elongated, 
hanger receiving channel extending longitudinally 
for the width of the hanger support member; 

(d) a plurality of plastic hanger members each com 
prising an elongated, ?at element of substantially 
uniform thickness, each of said hanger members hav 
ing a tongue portion, a spaced, parallel brace por 
tion, and a ?nger portion extending from said tongue 
and brace portions, the space between said tongue 
and ‘brace portions forming a support end wall re 
ceiving groove for snugly receiving the end wall 
when said tongue portion is disposed in said hanger 
receiving channel; 

(e) each of said hanger members having its tongue 
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portion sized to be longitudinally received in said 
hanger receiving channel and disposed in a hanger 
receiving channel so that its ?nger portion extends 
away from the supporting wall surface when said 
support member is mounted on said supporting Wall 
surface and so that said brace portion engages the 
outside surface of said end wall; and 

(f) surfaces of said tongue portion engaging said end 
wall and the supporting wall surface and a surface 
of said brace portion engaging said end wall whereby 
rotation of the hanger member in the plane of the 
hanger member is resisted by the engaging surfaces 
of the tongue and brace portions. 

6. A display device comprising: 
(a) a support member including thin wall portions; 
(b) a plurality of hanger members each having a ?rst 

portion de?ning anv end wall receiving groove and 
an elongated portion extending from the groove de 
?ning portion to form a support ?nger, the groove 
of each of said hanger members being sized to 
snugly receive a thin wall portion of said support 
member; 

(c) a group of said hanger members being connected 
to a base end of said support member by the inser 
tion of thin wall portions of said support member in 
said grooves with said support ?nger portions ex 
tending away from the support member to form a set 
of base legs for the display device; and, 

(d) at least one other hanger member being connected 
to said support member away from said one end by 
the insertion of its receiving groove over another 
thin wall portion of the support member. 

7. The device of claim 6 including, in combination: 
(e) the elongated portion of each of said hanger 
members extending at an angle to said receilving 
groove; and 

(f) said one other hanger member being connected to 
said support member with its elongated portion ex-_ 
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tending away from said support member in a direc 
tion opposite from that of said group of hanger 
members. 

8. The device of claim 7 wherein said support mem 
ber is a tube, and said group of hanger members have 
their groves inserted over one end of the tube to form 
a base, a second group of the hanger members have their 
grooves inserted over the other end of the tube to form 
article supporting arms, and still additional hanger mem 
bers have their grooves inserted over the thin Wall por 
tions of the tube through slots in the tube wall to form 
additional supporting arms. 

9. The device of claim 6 ‘wherein said hanger mem 
bers in the slots are arranged in a circumferential row 
and are staggered in relation to said second group of hang 
er members. 
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