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The present invention relates generally to an infant 
feeding apparatus, and more particularly, to an apparatus 
for bottle feeding infants without the necessity of an 
adult holding the bottle for or constantly attending the in 
fant throughout the feeding period. 

Apparatus have been devised for aiding in the feeding 
of infants in order to relieve the mother or nurse of this 
time consuming necessity, but none have been provided 
which closely simulate the act of an adult physically hold 
ing the infant and the bottle of milk inthe proper feeding 
position, the proper feeding position being the head ele 
vated above the stomach. A major step in this direction 
has been the provision of the infant seat which is now used 
by the majority of mothers with new born babies for seat 
ing the infant in the proper feeding position. The infant 
seat is widely known and simply comprises an all plastic 
seat affair having a bottom, backand sides for partially 
enclosing the baby in the proper sitting position. Most 
of the infant seats on the market are provided with a sim 
ple stand so that the infant seat can be placed in an up 
right-position on a table so that the mother does not have 
to hold the infant seat. 
Although the infant seat relieves the attendant of hold 

ing the baby while feeding, the bottle still has to be held 
in the baby’s mouth during the feeding. The present in 
vention, however, takes advantage of the infant seat which 
was primarily devised for infant feeding and carrying, by 
combining therewith an adjustable holder for a baby’s 
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milk bottle so that the infant can be fed without the neces- ’ 
sity of an adult holding the bottle while feeding, and obvi 
ates the necessity for the constant attendance throughout 
the feeding period. Thus, the invention provides many 
advantages heretofore unattainable by providing the com 
bination of a specially designed infant seat for holding 
the baby in the proper position, wherein the baby is not 
allowed to crawl about and away from the bottle, and a 
holder for the baby bottle in such a position that the 
baby ,is fed under-conditions which very nearly, if not 
exactly, simulate the feeding by a person. The advantages 
of such an apparatus thus becomes obvious in relieving 

- the mother to do other household chores while her baby 
or infant is being given nourishment. 
There are other objects, features and advantages that , 

~wi-ll become apparent from the following detailed de 
scription when taken in conjunction with the appended 
claims and the attached drawing wherein like reference 
numerals refer to'like parts throughout the several ?gures, 
and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a pictorial view of one embodiment of 

the invention showing the combination of an infant seat 
and a holder for a baby bottle; 
FIGURE 2 is a side view of the infant seat and holder 

' 0f FIGURE 1; 

FIGURE 3 is a view, partly in section, taken along 
lines 3~—3 of FIGURE 2, showing in more detail the 
manner in which the holder is attached to the infant seat; 
FIGURE 4 is a cutaway side view of another embodi 

ment of the invention; 
FIGURE 5 is a view, partly in section, taken along 

lines 5—5 of FIGURE 4; ' ‘ 

FIGURE 6 is a pictorial view of yet another embodi 
ment of the invention; 
FIGURE 7 is an expanded view of the embodiment 

shown in FIGURE 6; ‘ 
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FIGURE 8 is a side view of a bracket attached to one 

side of the infant seat as used in the embodiment of FIG 
URE 6; 
FIGURE 9 is a view, partly in section, taken across 

lines 9-—9 of FIGURE 8.showing in more detail the 
bracket and holding arm used in the embodiment of FIG 
URE 6; 
FIGURE 10 is a View, partly in section, taken across 

lines 10~10 of FIGURE 9 showing in more detail the 
bracket and how the arm is engaged therewith; 
FIGURE 11 is a fragmentary plan view of the bottle 

holding arms illustrating the use of a swivel joint; 
FIGURE 12 is a side view of the swivel joint of FIG 

URE 11; and " 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary pictorial view of the 

bottle holding apparatus shown in FIGURE 6 in the col 
lapsed position for storing when not in use. 

Referring now to FIGURE 1, there is shown an infant 
seat 4 of conventional design having a slot 8 provided in 
one of the sides thereof which extends approximately par 
allel to the back of the infant seat. A ?rst arm 10 is held 
to the infant seat by means of a tightening nut 12 to be 
described in more detail below. The arm 10, as shown, 
projects beyond the front edge of the side to which it is 
attached. Another arm 14 having a ball 16 integral with 
one end thereof is contained within and forms a part of a 
swivel joint with the extreme end of arm 10 between 
jaws 18 and 19 of arm 10, so that the arm 14 can be 
swiveled relative to arm 10 to practically any desired po 
sition. ‘A clamp 20 which provides spring action and 
of a size suitable for holding a baby bottle is provided at 
the other end of arm 14 and holds a baby bottle 22, as 
shown. When the infant is placed in the seat in a sit 
ting position, the bottle is swung around to the posi 
tion shown for feeding, suitable adjustments being made 
by sliding the arm 10 up and down in the slot 8 and 
swiveling the arm 14 relative to arm 10 to properly place 
the bottle nipple in the baby’s mouth. Lateral adjust 
ment is made by sliding the bottle forward or aft in the 
clamp 20. 

Referring now to FIGURE 2, which is a side view of 
the arm and seat shown in FIGURE 1, and FIGURE 3, 
which is a view, partly in section, taken along lines 3-3 
of FIGURE 2, it can be seen that a threaded bolt 28 hav 
ing a head 26 and a square shoulder 24 is inserted through 
the slot 8 of the infant seat 4. The arm 10 is provided 
with a hole in the end thereof and ‘is slipped over the 
end of the bolt, whereby a tightening nut 12 having a 
threaded recessed portion 32 is screwed securely on the 
bolt against the arm 10. The square shoulder 24 of 
the bolt prevents any rotation of the bolt within the slot 
8. By simply tightening the nut 12 against the arm 10, 
the arm is held in any desired position, and by loosening 
the nut, the arm can be raised or lowered in the slot to 
the desired location. To prevent any possible rotation 
of the bottle holding arm about the bolt 28 when the nut 
12 is tightened, a rubber or other resilient friction washer 
29 is provided in the arm 1t) and is compressed between 
the arm 10 and side of the infant seat 4. Thus, the arm 
is held out in front of the seat as shown in FIGURE 1 
and in solid lines of FIGURE 2 ‘when feeding is de 
sired, and is rotated and held in a downward or folded 
condition as shown in dashed lines of FIGURE 2 when 
not in use. 
At the end of arm 10 which projects beyond the front 

edge of the side of the seat to which it is attached is a 
swivel joint comprised of two opposing clamp portions 
18 and 19 between which the end of arm 14 is held, the 
clamp portion 19 being integral with the arm 10. The 
end of the arm 14 which is held between the two'elamp 
portions comprises a ball 16 which forms a part of the 
swivel joint, wherein the two clamp portions are re 



'cessed for the ball to swivel therewithin. 

-for sliding relation therein. 
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At the other 
end of arm 14 remote from the swivel joint, there is pro 
vided a bottle clamp 20 for holding a baby bottle 22 as 
shown. The clamp provides spring action for holding the 
bottle, whereby the bottleis inserted through the gap 23 
,by a gentle pushing action. The swivel joint will be de 
scribed later in more detail with reference to another em 
bodiment, but it can be seen that by raising or lowering 
the arm 10 within the slot 8, by swiveling the arm 14 
vwith respect to arm 10, and by moving the bottle 22 in 
and out of the clamp 20, practically any position of the 
bottle can be’obtained. 

Another embodiment of the invention is shown in FIG 
URE 4 and FIGURE 5, wherein a bracket 34 is bolted 
or otherwise ?xed to the side of the infant seat 4, and 
the holding arm 10 is slidably engaged with the bracket. 
For certain manufacturing considerations, it may be more 
desirable to simply provide the side of the infant seat with 
holes 33 and 33’ so that the bracket can bemoved for 
ward or aft for course adjustment. The bracket 34 has 
shoulders 35 and 36~which de?ne a slot therebetween, 
and a member 37 is engaged in sliding relation within the 
slot and contains a threaded bolt 38 which projects beyond 
the bracket. The arm 10 is slipped over the bolt as 
before, and a tightening nut 12 is used to secure the arm 
10 in the desired position. Again, a friction washer 
29 can be used if desired. 

Referring now to FIGURE 6, another embodiment of 
the invention is shown with the bottle holding arms ori 
ented in the functional position for feeding an infant. 
Another bracket 40 is attached to the side of the infant 
seat by suitable means such as bolts 42 and 44, and an 
arm 56 is held at one end thereof within, the bracket by 
means to be described hereinafter. Referring now to 
FIGURE 7, there is shown an expanded View of the em 
bodiment of FIGURE 6 illustrating the details of the 
bottle holder and its functional arrangement in coopera 
1tion with the infant seat. The bracket 40 is attached to 
one side of the infant seat 4 by any suitable means, such 
as bolts or other fastening devices. The infant seat of 
FIGURE 7 is shown with holes 41 and 43 provided in 
one side thereof with additional holes on either side of . 
these holes for moving the bracket forward or backward 
should such an adjustment be desired. The bracket is pro 
vided with corresponding holes 41’ and 43’ and is attached 
to the side' of the infant seat by means of bolts 42 and 44 
and nuts 42' and 44'. The bracket is provided with teeth 
-or grooves 46 and 47 on its two sides along its length, 
and also with slots 48 and 49 de?ned by the back of the 

.bracket and lips 48' and 49', respectively, extending in 
ward from the toothed sections. A member 50 having 
lateral ?anges 52 and 53 is dovetailed into 'the slots of 
the bracket 40 for up and down sliding relation there 
within. The member 50 is also provided with a threaded 
bore 54 to be presently described. A ?rst arm 56~having 
an enlarged end 58 and an integral knob section 60 with 
a bore 62 provided therein is positioned against the mem 
ber 50 after the latter is inserted within the slots of the 
bracket. A threaded pin. 64 having a large diameter por 
tion 65 and a small diameter portion 66 separated there 

‘ from by shoulder 67 is inserted within the bore 62 of 
. arm 56 after a holding spring 68 is slipped about the small 
diameter portion 66. The pin 64 is threaded into the bore 
54 of the sliding member 50 to hold the arm 56 in place. 
FIGURE 8 is a side view of. the bracket and arm, and 

FIGURE 9 is a view, partly in section, taken along lines 
> 9—9 of FIGURE 8 showing in more detail the functional 
arrangement of the arm and the bracket. Referring spe~ 
ci?cally to FIGURE 9, it can be more clearly seen how 
the member 50 dovetails within the slots of the bracket 40 

As noted earlier, the arm 
56 has an enlarged end portion 58 and an integral knob 
portion 60. When the pin 64 is screwed within the bore 
54 of the member 50, the holding spring 68 pushes against 
the shoulder portion 67 of the pin 64 in one direction and 
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4 
against ‘the bottom of bore 62 of the arm 56, thus holding 
the arm ‘securely against the bracket 40. As seen more 
clearly in FIGURE 10, which is a view, partly in section, 
of the bracket 40 and the rear side of the enlarged por 
tion 58 of arm 56 taken along lines 10—10 of FIGURE 9, 
the enlarged portion 58 includes four integral shoulder 
portions 99, 91, 92 and 93 on the back side thereof ex 
tending outward from the center along the base of the 
arm. 

The shoulder portions 90 and 91 are aligned and extend 
in opposite directions from the center line, as do shoulder 
portions 92 and 93, the latter two being perpendicular to 
the former two. When the arm 56 is positioned as shown 
in FIGURES 6-9, the shoulder portions 90 and 91 can 
engage the bracket between the teeth 46 and 47, such as 
shown in FIGURES _9 and 10, to prevent any rotation of 
arm 56 relative to the bracket 40. The holding spring 
68 causes the arm 56 to be urged into the bracket mem 
ber 49 to engage the shoulder portions within the toothed 
section of the bracket. To move the arm 56 up and down 
the bracket to adjust the height of the arm for the baby’s 
feeding, the knob 60 is grasped with the third and fourth 
?ngers and the thumb is placed on the end of the pin. 64, 
whereby the entire arm 56, enlarged end portion 58 and 
knob 60 are urged gently away from the bracket by 
pushing on the pin 64 and pulling on the knob 60. This 
compresses the holding spring and lifts the shoulder por 
tions previously described out of the bracket teeth so that 
the arm may be moved up and down the bracket or rotated 
in relation thereto. If it is desired to move the arm up 
or down the bracket, the holding spring is held in the 
compressedv position‘until the desired location is reached, 
at which time it is released and the shoulder portions of 
the arm 56 engage the bracket teeth. In the event that 
the arm is to be rotated by 90° to where it is parallel with 
the bracket either in the upward or downward position, 
the same spring compression action is provided and the 
arm is rotated, whereby the shoulder portions 92 and 93 
now engage the bracket teeth. The position of the arm 
56 parallel to the bracket 40 is for the purpose of storing 
the infant seat or when the bottle holder is not in use, as 
will be described hereinafter. ' 

Referring again to FIGURE 7 the arm 56 is provided 
on the other end thereof with a swivel joint comprised 
of the end portion 19 making a small angle with the main 
portion of the arm 56, and another separate member 18 
for being attached thereto. The end portion 19 and 
member 18 are recessed to de?ne partial spherical sur 
faces therewithin and together form opposing clamps. 
Another arm 14 having a ball 16 on one end thereof and 
a spring clamp 20‘ for holding the baby bottle on the 
other end thereof. is held by the ball between the opposing 
clamps 18 and 19 of arms 56, wherein the ball forms a 
part of the swivel point. A permanent pin or rivet 78 
is provided to hold the sections 18 and 19 together by 
inserting the pin through holes 73 and 74 provided in the 
sections, respectively. An adjustable tightening screw‘ 76 
is inserted through holes 77 and 78 provided in sections 
18 and 19, respectively, and threaded in nut 79 for ad 
justing the tension between the sections for holding the 
ball and arm 14. Thus, a swivel joint is formed between 
the two arms 56 and 14 and the, arm 14 may be rotated 
through a wide angle in relation to arm 56. Under nor 
mal feeding conditions, the arm 14 will form an angle of 
approximately 90° to arm 56 as more clearly seen in the 
functional position drawing of FIGURE 6. 

In order to more clearly show the swivel joint, reference 
is had to FIGURES 11 and 12, which are, respectively, 
a’ plan view of the arms 56 and 14 looking down on the 
infant seat and a side view of the swivel joint.v The sec 
tion 19 of arm 56 is bent outward to form an angle with 
the main body portion of the arm 56, and the section 18 
is attached thereto in line with the outer portion 19. Arm 
14 is shown in solid lines in its functional position, that 
is, in its position for holding the baby bottle for feeding. 
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When it is desired to store the infant seat or take the 
holding arms out of use, the arm 14 can be rotated within 
the swivel joint to the position shown in dashed lines so 
that arm 14 extends approximately parallel to arm 56. 
Without the section 19 of arm 56 being bent outward as 
shown, it would not be possible to rotate the arm to a 
parallel position. 
The two arms 56 and 14 can be folded up to a storing 

position as shown in FIGURE 13 when the apparatus is 
not used for feeding. The arm 56 is rotated either up 
‘ward or downward to a position parallel with the bracket 
40 by compressing the holding spring 68 as previously 
described. The arm 14 is swiveled through an angle 
of approximately 270° from the feeding position to a 
position parallel with arm 56 as shown in FIGURE 13. 
Although the stored position has been illustrated only in 
conjunction with one embodiment, it will be appreciated 
that the arms of all of the embodiments are essentially 
the same and will fold up as shown in FIGURE 13. 
The various components of the apparatus can be made 

of any desired material, although plastic composition of 
the major components is preferred. Moreover, suitable 
decorations to attract the infant’s attention, such as col 
ored disks or the like can be attached to the arms if 
desired. Although one speci?c embodiment of a swivel 
joint has been described, other joints between the two 
arms can be provided which give a suitable amount of 
adjustment for feeding. Other changes and modi?cations 
that do not depart from the true scope of the invention 
will undoubtedly occur, and it is intended that the in 
vention is limited only as de?ned in the appended claims. 
What I claim is: _ ‘ 

1. An infant feeding apparatus comprising; 
(a) an infant seat having a bottom, back and sides for 
holding an infant therewithin along an incline with 
said bottom supporting said infant from sliding along 
said incline, said back supporting the infant’s back 
and head and said sides preventing said infant from 
substantial lateral movement, 

(b) a slot formed in a side of said infant seat extending 
substantially parallel with said back, 

(0) bolt means passing through said slot, 
(d) a tightening nut threaded on said bolt means, 
(e) a ?rst arm coupled at one end between said side 
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6 
and said tightening nut for being held substantially 
parallel to said one side and extending beyond the 
front edge of said side, 

(f) said bolt means, tightening nut and said ?rst arm 
being movable along the length of said slot when 
said tightening nut is loosened, and 

(g) a second arm coupled at one end to the other end 
of said ?rst arm in swiveling relation therewith for 
extending laterally from said ?rst arm in front of 
said infant seat, 

(h) said second arm having a clamp for holding a 
bottle at the other end thereof. 

2. An infant feeding apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein said ?rst arm is free to rotate about said bolt 
means in a plane parallel to said side when said tightening 
nut is loosened, and said second arm can be swiveled to 
a position substantially parallel to said ?rst arm. 

3. An infant feeding apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein said side of said infant seat includes a bracket 
with said slot formed in said bracket. 
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