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This invention relates to the metal working industry, 
and more particularly to a hand tool in the form of a 
brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like. 

Sheet metal workers are continually forced to impro 
vise special hand tools for use on the job as this is one 
?eld of endeavor that has seen little progress in the way 
of new labor and time saving tools for the man who does 
the actual sheet metal work. This is particularly true of 
that branch of sheet metal workers that are called upon 
to make strap hangers for the supporting of pipes and 
the like from ceilings, since no satisfactory tool is, at 
the present time, available for purchase in hardware 
stores. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide a 
hand brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like 
that will effectively bend a strap from sheet metal in a 
minimum of time and with little effort on the part of its 
user. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a hand 
brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like that is 
a small hand took which can readily be carried in one’s 
tool box when not in actual use. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hand 

brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like that can 
be manufactured and retailed at a price which is attractive 
to every sheet metal worker who may have need for this 
kind of tool. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hand 

brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like that 
will produce any number of strap hangers, all of which 
will have the identical angle of bend, thereby permitting 
a long length of pipe to be hung neatly in line under a 
ceiling. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
hand brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like 
that can be used by even the most inexperienced worker 
in the sheet metal handling art. 

Other and further objects and advantages of this hand 
brake for use by sheet metal workers and the like will be 
hereinafter described, and the novel features thereof 
de?ned in the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the tool in a bend 

completed position. 
FIG. 2 is an end elevational view of the tool as seen 

from the left end of FIG. 1 and showing in phantom the 
position of the handles before bending. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the tool. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a typical strap hanger 

formed with the tool. 
Similar reference characters refer to similar parts 

throughout the several views of the drawing. 
Having reference now to the drawing in detail, there 

is generally indicated by the character 9, a ?rst rectan 
gular handle having a hinge 10 secured in part to the 
rectangular surface 11 of the aforesaid handle 9. The 
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second part 12 of the hinge 10 is secured to a ?rst rec 
tangular holder 13 while a second holder 14 of the 
same area as that of the aforesaid rectangular holder 
13 is secured to the end of handle 9 by any suitable means. 
One end of the second holder 14 is provided with a bevel 
16, in order to permit the strap 26 to be bent around the 
sharp edge at the lower end of second holder 14. One 
member 18 of the hinge 19 is secured to one edge 20 of 
the aforesaid rectangular holder 13, while the other 
member 21 of the same hinge 19 is secured to one rec 
tangular edge 22 of the second mentioned handle 17, 
while a like hinge has its members likewise secured to 
that edge of the rectangular holder 13 that is opposite 
that of the already mentioned hinge 19 as is clearly 
shown in FIG. 2. A stop block 24 is suitably secured to 
or made integral with the surface 25 of the second handle 
17 for locating the strip of metal that will be bent into a 
right angle hanger 26 (FIGURE 4). 

In using the tool, handle 17 is pivoted about hinge 19 to 
the position shown in phantom lines in FIG. 2. In this 
position, handle 17 is aligned with holder 13. Handle 9 ‘is 
then pivoted about hinge 10 to the position shown in phan 
tom lines in FIG. 2. This movement is ninety degrees or 
less but enough to move second holder 14 away from rec 
tangular holder 13. A piece of straight strap metal is then 
placed with one end against stop block 24 and with one 
surface against holder 13 and handle 17. Handle 9 is then 
moved back to the position shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, which 
is also the position shown in full lines in FIG. 2. In this 
position of handle 9, the holders 13 and 14 contact strap 
26 and hold it in place. Handle 17 is now pivoted to the 
position shown in full lines in FIGURE 2, also shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 3. This bends the strap metal to the shape 
shown in FIG. 4. Handle 9 can then be pivoted to the 
position shown in phantom in FIG. 2 and the ?nished 
stra-p hanger removed. 

This invention is naturally made of metal and may be 
constructed from any number of pieces properly se 
cured together or it may be forgings hinged together. It 
can, of course, be of any desired size. The stop 24 may 
be of the adjustable type if so desired, as indicated in FIG. 
3 of the drawings. 
Having now described my invention and the ‘manner in 

which the same may be used, what I claim as new and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A tool of the character described, comprising, a 
?rst substantially rectangular holder having a ?at face, 
sides, and ends, a second holder having a second men 
tioned ?at face normally substantially in contact with 
said ?rst mentioned ?at face, said ?rst and second holder 
constituting a non-deforming workpiece clamp, said sec 
ond holder having a third mentioned ?at face substan 
tially opposite said second mentioned ?at face, a ?rst 
elongated handle secured to said third mentioned face and 
extending substantially at right angles to said second 
mentioned ?at face, a ?rst hinge means securing said 
second holder and ?rst handle to said ?rst holder and 
permitting pivotal movement of said second holder and 
?rst handle about one edge of said ?rst holder, a second 
elongated handle, which is substantially rectangular in 
cross-section and has a square end, which handle is nor 
mally aligned with said ?rst holder with the square end 
substantially in contact with one end of the ?rst holder, 
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hinge means securing the second handle to the ?rst 
holder and permitting the second handle to be pivoted to 
a position in which one side of the second handle is 
substantially at right angles to the ?rst mentioned ?at face. 

2. The combination ‘of claim 1 in which the said second 
mentioned ?at face is substantially rectangular and said 
?rst mentioned and second mentioned ?at faces are of 
substantially the same area. 

3. The combination of claim 1 in which a stop block 
is secured to said one side of the second handle. 

4. The combination of claim 1 in which a stop block 
is adjustably secured to said one side of said second 
handle. 
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