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The present invention relates, generally, to foundation 
garments particularly adapted for use by the female 
species. ' 

More particularly, this invention pertains to foundation 
garments, generally denominated as brassieres, particu: 
larly adapted for use by the female species, and, speci? 
cally for that class thereof in which the development of 
a bust is in the formative stage, as well as for that class 
of female desirous of presenting a bust of substantial 
proportions, even though, in fact, there exists only a 
bust of minimal proportions. 

There is presently available a relative plethora of 
brassieres particularly adapted for use by the female 
species, and especially those that have matured. The 
chronologically young, or teen-age ?gure, however, that 
presents a bust in the early or formative stage of devel 
opment has, for the most part, been ignored, with the 
result that this class of female is presented with a num 
ber of problems in purchasing this type of foundation 
garment. - 

For example, the mere fact that the bust of an im 
mature or teen-age ?gure is in its formative stage of de 
velopment in and of itself presents a unique problem. 
The foundation garment or brassiere purchased generally 
fails to provide for growth, so that it is necessary. to 
often or frequently replace it. At the same time, such 
foundation garments as are presently available fail to 
consider the psychologically advantageous aspect of being 
so constructed and arranged that they at least present the 
appearance of a bust of some proportion, rather than 
the minimal proportions actually existing. 

Furthermore, heretofore suggested brassieres are so 
constructed and arranged as to present seams or other 
irregularities interiorly thereof, enabling them to attempt 
to perform the functions of molding and supporting the 
bust. Since the bust of the immature or teen~age female 
is in its formative stage of development, it is tender and 
easily irritated by any such irregularity. 

Still further, the mature female ?gure does not always 
present a bust of the desired substantial proportions. Ac 
cordingly, resort is often had to brassieres comprising a 
layer of any suitable material, such as foam rubber, 
adapted to function as padding, enabling the brassiere 
to at least present the appearance of a bust of substantial 
proportions, even though a bust of only minimal propor 
tions actually exists. ~ ' 

Frequently, the padding is removable so that it may 
be used with different brassieres. As a result, however, 
the padding is subject to being misplaced, and even lost. 
Additionally, the assembly and disassembly of such pad 
ding is an inconvenience, and requires a time-consuming 
effort. 
Of particular signi?cance, however, is the fact that the 

mature ?gure presenting a bust of minimal proportions 
does not even ?ll the bust portions or cups of a padded 
brassiere, irrespective of whether or not the padding is 
removable. Accordingly, the bust is not adequately 
molded and/or supported. Thus, even though a bust 
of substantial proportions may be presented, the female 
that presents a bust of only minimal proportions is ex 
tremely uncomfortable, since the bust is not properly 
and suf?ciently contacted completely about the periphery 
thereof. . 

Accordingly, having in mind each and every one of 
the aforesaid disadvantages, and others that will be readily 
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apparent to those skilled in the art, it is a primary object 
of the present invention to provide a foundation garment, 
such as a brassiere, particularly adapted for use by the 

' female species, and especially for that class thereof in 
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which the bust is in the formative stage of development, 
as Well as for that class of the female species desirous 
of presenting, a bust of substantial proportions, even 
though there exists, in fact, a bust of only minimal pro 
portions. ' 

Another primary object of this invention is to provide a 
foundation garment, such as a brassiere, particularly 
adapted for use by the female species, and especially that 
class thereof in which the bust is in the formative stage 
of development, as well as for that class of the female 
species desirous of presenting a bust of substantial pro 
portions, event though there exists, in fact, a bust of only 
minimal proportions, said foundation garment being so 
constructed and arranged as to present the appearance 
of a bust of substantial proportion, even though, in fact, 
it is of minimal proportion. 

Yet another primary object of the present invention 
is to provide a foundation garment, such as a brassiere, 
particularly adapted for use by the female species, and 
especially that class thereof in which the bust is in the 
formative stage of development, as well as for that class 
of the female species desirous of presenting a bust of 
substantial proportions, even though there exists, in fact, 
a bust of only minimal proportions, said foundation gar 
ment being so constructed and arranged as to at least 
present the appearance of a bust of substantial propor 
tions, even though, in fact, the bust is only of minimal 
proportions, and being further so constructed and ar~ 
ranged as to enable the bust to develop into substantially 
the proportions as represented thereby. 

Furthermore, it is a primary object of this invention to ' 
provide a foundation garment, such as a brassiere, par 
ticularly adapted for use by the female species, and es 
pecially that class thereof in which the bust is in the 
formative stage of development, as Well as for that class 
of female species desirous of presenting a bust of substan 
tial proportions, even though there exists, in fact, a bust 
of only minimal proportions, said foundation garment 
being so constructed and arranged as to at least present 
the appearance of a bust of substantial proportions, even 
though only a bust of minimal proportions actually exists, 
while yet enabling the bust to develop thereinto, and fur 
ther being so constructed and arranged as to present no 
irregularities to the bust, which is particularly tender and 
sensitive inythe aforesaid formative stage. 

Still further, it is a primary object of the present in 
vention to provide a foundation garment, such as a bras 
siere, particularly adapted for use by the female species, 
and especially that class thereof in which ‘the bust is in 
the formative stage of development, as well as for that 
class of female species desirous of presenting a bust of 
substantial proportions, even though there exists, in fact, 
a bust of only minimal proportions, said foundation gar 
ment being so constructed and arranged as to at least pre 
sent the appearance of a bust of some proportion, even 
though, in fact, the bust is of minimal proportion, while 
yet enabling the bust to develop thereinto, and further 
being so constructed and arranged as to present no ir 
regularities thereto, which is particularly tender and sen 
sitive in the aforesaid formative stage, further enabling 
said foundation garment to perform the functions of mold 
ing and supporting while the bust is developing into the 
proportions represented thereby, as well as providing more 
than adequate support for the mature female ?gure that 
is desirous of presenting a bust of substantial proportions, 
even though a bust of only minimal proportions actually 
exists. ' 
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Other objects and important features of the invention 
will be apparent from a study of the speci?cation follow 
ing taken with the drawings, which together show, illus 
trate, describe and disclose a preferred embodiment or 
modi?cation of the invention and what is now considered 
to be the best mode of practicing the principles thereof. 
Other embodiments or modi?cations may ‘be suggested to 
those having the bene?t of the teachings herein, and such 
other embodiments or modi?cations are intended to be re 
served especially as they fall within the scope and spirit of 
the subjoined claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a foundation gar 

ment constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a detailed elevational view of the garment 
illustrated in FIG. 1, partially broken away to show cer 
tain details of construction; and 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 
3—3 of FIG. 2. 
With particular reference now to the drawings, there is 

illustrated therein a foundation garment comprising a 
brassiere, constructed in accordance with the principles 
of the present invention, and generally designated by the 
reference character 10. 
The foundation garment or brassiere 10 comprises a 

plurality of ‘bust portions or bust cups 12 and 14, and a 
plurality of body-encircling bands 16 and 18. The bands 
may be fabricated of any suitable material, and are par 
ticularly adapted to be structurally operatively associated 
with the cups 12 and 14 along a substantial portion of the 
periphery thereof. To this end, the cups are so con?gured 
and arranged as to present an arcuate lower edge 20, that 
corresponds to the con?guration of an arcuate edge 22 
presented by the ‘bands 16 and 18, along which the bands 
and the cups are particularly adapted to be associated, 
in any suitable manner, as by means of suitable stitch 
ing 24. 
The body-encircling bands 16 and 18 are particularly 

adapted to extend about the body of a wearer (not 
shown). Accordingly, the band 18 is provided with a 
strap 26, fabricated of any suitable distensible material, 
having suitable fasteners 28 at one end thereof. The 
fasteners 28 are particularly adapted to be mutually co 
operatively engageable with cooperating fasteners (not 
shown) positioned at the end of the band 16, thus en 
abling the garment 10 to be positioned upon the aforesaid 
body. In accordance with the aforesaid construction, 
therefore, it will be understood that the garment 10 com 
prises a plurality of bust portions or cups, and a plurality 
of body-encircling bands, the bands being particularly 
adapted to be structurally operatively associated with the 
cups along a substantial portion of the periphery thereof, 
at a location at the front of the garment, and being par 
ticularly adaptedto extend to the rear of the garment, 
enabling them to encircle the body of a wearer. 
A generally triangularly con?gured panel 30 is posi 

tioned ‘between the body-encircling bands 16 and 18, at 
the front of the garment, and is particularly adapted to 
be structurally operatively associated therewith, in any 
suitable manner, as by means of suitable stitching 32. 
The panel 30 may be fabricated of any suitable material, 
and, for example, may be fabricated of a material that is 
distensible in each of a plurality of directions. Accord 
ingly, this panel, in conjunction with the strap, enables 
the garment 10 to adjust to the girth of the body of the 
wearer. Of course, the strap 26 in and of itself will 
enable the garment to act in this manner, if it is desired 
that the panel 30 be fabricated of a non-distensible ma 
terial. 
A plurality of shoulder straps 34, which may be 

fabricated of any suitable material, are particularly 
adapted to be structurally operatively associated with 
the bust portions or cups 12 and 14, at a location gen 
erally frontally of the garment, and to the body-encircl 
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4. 
ing bands 16 and 18 at a location therealong particularly 
adapted to be disposed rearwardly of the garment, in the 
conventional manner. The straps 34 may be provided 
with suitable adjusting ‘buckles 36, enabling the length 
of the straps to be adjusted as desired. 
With particular reference now to FIGS. 2 and 3, the 

‘bust portions 12 and 14, constructed in accordance with 
the present invention, will now be described. Inasmuch 
as the cups are of substantially identical construction, 
only the bust portion or cup 12 will be described in 
detail. 
The bust portion or cup 12 comprises a ‘bust panel, 

generally designated by the reference character 40, com 
prising, in turn, a generally vertically extending exterior 
panel 42, and a plurality of generally horizontally extend 
ing exterior panels 44. The panels 44 are particularly 
adapted to be structurally operatively associated with 
one another, in any suitable manner, as by means of 
suitable stitching 46. Additionally, both of the panels 
44 are particularly adapted to be structurally operatively 
associated with the panel 42 in any suitable manner, as 
by means of suitable stitching 48. The line of stitching, 
or the seam, 48 preferably is of arcuate con?guration, 
enabling the garment 10 to present an aesthetic appear 
ance. In addition, the particular con?guration of the 
seam 48, taken in conjunction with the various dimen 
sional extents of the panels 42 and 44, are chosen so 
that the cup 12 and, of course, the cup 14, are of gen 
erally triangular con?guration, when viewed in cross 
section, thus presenting a receiving pocket, in the con 
ventional manner. While the panels 42 and 44 may be 
fabricated of any suitable material, the material or fabric 
chosen should preferably vbe non-distensible or non 
stretchable. Accordingly, the receiving pocket de?ned 
by the bust panel 40 de?nes the maximum capacity of 
the garment 10, and comprises a pocket the capacity of 
which is substantially invariable. Additionally, since 
the panels 42 and 44 are fabricated of a non-distensible 
material, the receiving pockets de?ned thereby are gen 
erally in?exible, enabling them to uniformly present the 
appearance of a bust portion of substantial proportions, 
as will more fully be described hereinafter. 
The bust panel 40 comprises, further, an inner panel 

50 which may be fabricated of any suitable material 
capable of acting as a stiffening agent. For example, 
the panel 50 may be fabricated of foam rubber. This 
panel is particularly adapted to be interiorly disposed 
in underlying relationship with respect to the panels 42 
and 44, and, to this end, is structurally operatively asso 
ciated therewith in any suitable manner, as by means of 
suitable stitching 52, extending completely about the 
periphery of the cup 12. 
The cup 12 comprises, further, a molding panel, gen 

erally designated by the reference character 53.. The 
panel 53 comprises, in turn, an interiorly disposed ply 
or layer 54, disposed in spaced relationship with respect 
to the panel 40 and the layer 50, and particularly adapted 
to 'be structurally operatively associated therewith, com 
pletely about the periphery of the cup, as by means of 
the stitching 52. Preferably, the ply 54 is fabricated of 
a universally distensible material, that is yet soft and 
comfortable. These characteristics, in conjunction with 
the fact that the ply or layer 54 is a unitary piece of 
material having no seams, precludes the presentation of 
any irregmlarities that would result in irritation to the 
tender and sensitive bust in its formative stage of de 
velopment. One such material that has been found 
particularly suitable is a material known as Helanca. 
It will be understood that in fabricating the cups 12 and 
14, the layer 54 is particularly adapted to be disposed in 
a substantially taut position, when the garment 10 is 
not being used, as particularly illustrated in FIG. 3. 
A plurality of molding bands 56 and 58 are particularly 

adapted to be disposed in overlying relationship with 
respect to the layer 54,, that is, disposed generally for 
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wardly thereof. The bands are longitudinally dimen 
sionally extensive, that is, of greater length than the 
transverse dimensional extent or width thereof, and, at 
their ends, are particularly adapted to be structurally 
operatively associated with one another in any suitable 
manner, as byme‘ans of suitable stitching 60. In ad 
dition, the bands 56 and 58 are particularly adapted 
to be structurally operatively associated with the layer 
54 and‘the ‘bust panel 40, along one edge thereof, by 
means ‘of the stitching 52. The bands 56 and 58, along 
another edge thereof, are so con?gured and arranged as 
to de?ne an aperture 62 of generally diamond-shaped 
con?guration. They may ‘be fabricated of any suitable 
material, and maybe fabricated of the same material, 
namely, Helanca, from which the ply or layer 54 is 
fabricated. 

In accordance with the above construction, it will be 
understood that the garment 10 comprises a variable 
capacity ‘bust receiving pocket de?ned by the molding 

‘ panel 53. This pocket is variable inasmuch as the panel 
54 and the molding bands 56 and 58 preferably are 
fabricated of a' soft universally distensible material. 
And, since it is variable, the garment 10 enables the bust 
in the formative stage of its development to increase in 
proportion until substantially the proportion represented 
by the invariable capacity bust receiving pocket, de?ned 
by the bust panel 40, is attained. There is thus avoided 
the necessity of too frequently having to purchase founda 
tion garments of the brassiere type. 

Additionally, since the molding bands 56 and 58 are 
disposed about the periphery of the panel 54, they will 
provide more than adequate support for the bust, as the 
proportions thereof increase, by acting upon and about 
the periphery thereof. Moreover, the bust will be molded 
by the bands 56 and 58, since they will tend to direct the 
same towards the aperture 62 de?ned thereby, and into 
the-bust receiving pocket de?ned by the bust panel 40. 
Finally, a bust in its formative stage of development will 
not be caused irritation, since the molding panel 53 is 
fabricated of a soft material, and presents no seams or 
other irregularities thereto. 

It will therefore further be understood thatthe garment 
10 comprises a plurality of bust receiving pockets, one 
of which is variable, within which a bust in its formative 
‘stage of development is particularly adapted to be re-_ 
ceived, and an invariable capacity pocket, into which the 
bust is particularly adapted to develop, the garment thus 
being so constituted and arranged as to provide adequate 
support and molding for a bust in the aforesaid stage of 
development, While yet indicating a bust having propor 
tions greater than actually existing. 

Of even further importance, and particular signi?cance, 
is the fact that the garment 10 enables the mature female 
having a bust of minimal proportions to choose any size 
bust portion or cup 12 and 14, thus further enabling the 
presentation of a bust ‘of any‘ desired substantial propor 
tions. At the same time, the variable capacity pocket 
de?ned by the molding panel 53 provides more than ade 
quate support for the bust, completely about the periph 
ery thereof, enabling the female to feel as if the invariable 
capacity pocket de?ned by the outer panel is, in effect, 
actually ?lled. As is considered readily apparent, this 
feeling is one of complete comfort. 
Throughout the aforesaid description of the present 

invention, certain directional terminology, such as “ex 
terior,” “interior,” “forwardly,” and the like, has been 
used. It is to be understood, however, that such termi 
nology has been used in the claims as it has been used in 
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to facilitate an understanding of the present invention. 
Accordingly, such terminology is to be construed in the 
broadest possible manner, and given the broadest possible 
interpretation attributable thereto, and is not in any way 
to be considered limiting. 
While the invention has been shown, illustrated, de 

scribed and disclosed in terms of an embodiment or modi 
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?cation which it has assumed in practice, the scope of the 
invention should not be deemed to be limited by the pre 
cise embodiment or modi?cation herein shown, illus 
trated, described or disclosed, such other embodiments 0r - 
modi?cations intended to be reserved especially as they 
fall within the scope of the claims here appended. 

I claim: 
1. A foundation garment comprising, in combination: 
at least one variable capacity pocket constructed and 

arranged to provide support substantially completely 
about the periphery of a bust, and to mold the same 
irrespective of the proportions thereof and even if 
such proportions increase, comprising: - 

a molding panel having: 
a distensible layer disposed in a generally taut condi 

tion when un?exed adapted to rest against the bust 
of the wearer, and a plurality of molding bands con 
nected to said distensible layer and extending ‘sub 
stantially completely about the periphery thereof; 

said molding bands being superimposed upon a surface 
of said distensible layer opposite the surface thereof 
that is adapted to rest against a wearer’s bust, and 
being con?gured and arranged to de?ne an aperture 
extending only therethrough; 

at least one invariable capacity pocket of greater pro 
portions than said variable capacity pocket when the 
latter is in an un?exed condition, enabling said in 
variable capacity pocket to at least present the ap 
pearance of a bust having proportions greater than 
actually existing, and further enabling said bust to be 
received therewithin as the proportions thereof in 
crease, and the variable capacity pocket is ?exed; 
said variable capacity pocket being connected to the 
invariable capacity pocket about the periphery there 
of, and the molding bands of the former being dis 
pose'd therebetween. 

2. A foundation garment as de?ned in claim 1, wherein: 
said variable capacity pocket comprises: _ 
a molding panel, said molding panel comprising: 
a distensible layer; and 
a plurality of molding bands extending substantially 

completely about the periphery thereof; 
said molding bands being so con?gured and arranged 

as to de?ne an aperture extending only therethrough. 
3. A foundation garment as de?ned in claim 1, where 

in: 

said distensible layer is fabricated of a softuniver 
sally distensible material having no irregularities 
therein. 

4. A foundation garment as de?ned in claim 3, where 
in: . 

said bust pocket comprises: 
a bust panel, said bust panel comprising, in turn: 
at leastone exterior panel; and 
an interiorly disposed panel; 
'said bust pocket de?ning the maximum capacity of the ' 

foundation garment. 
5. A foundation garment as de?ned in claim 4, Where 

in: 

said interiorly disposed panel of the bust pocket is 
fabricated of a ?exible and soft material; and where 

on the molding bands of said variable capacity pocket 
are disposed in spaced relation from said interioral 
ly disposed panel as long as the proportions of the 
bust are not substantially the same as the propor 
tions presented by said invariable capacity pocket, and 
are adapted to move towards said interiorally dis 
posed panel‘ as the proportions of the bust increase 
and cause a ?exing of said distensible layer. 

6. A foundation garment comprising, in combination: 
at least one variable capacity pocket within which a 

bust is particularly adapted to be disposed, compris 
mg: 

a molding panel having: 
a universally distensible layer initially disposed in a 



3,247,853 
7 8 

taut condition when un?exed, and within which a when a bust is disposed within the variable capacity 
bust is adapted to be disposed, and a plurality of pocket and ?exes the distensible layer thereof. 
molding bands superimposed upon said distensible 7. A foundation garment as de?ned in claim 6, where 
layer at a surface thereof opposite the surface in: 
adapted to rest against a bust when the latter is dis- 5 the distensible layer of said molding panel is fabricated 
posed therewithin; of a soft material presenting no irregularities to a 

said molding bands extending about the periphery of bust particularly adapted to be molded and supported 
said distensible layer, enabling said variable ca- thereby; and wherein: 
pacity pocket to provide support substantially com- ‘said distensible layer is so constituted and arranged as 
pletely about the periphery of a bust, and to mold 10 to be di$P°§¢diI1 ,aninitially tautposition; 
the same irrespective of an increase in its propor- ' s. A foundatlon ganmnt as de?ned in clalm 7, Where" 

tions; and 
at least one invariable capacity pocket of greater pro 

portion than said variable capacity pocket when the 
latter is un?exed for at least presenting the appear- 15 References Cited by the Examiner 
ance of a bust having proportions greater than ac~ 
tually existing, enabling said bust to be received there- UNITED STATES PATENTS 

the interiorly disposed panel of said bust panel is fabri 
cated of a ?exible and soft material. 

within if the proportions thereof increase, and com- 2,698,941 ‘1/1955 Melnyk —————————— ~- 128478 
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