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This invention relates to an improvement in a beer 
.keg container and deals particularly with a paperboard 
container including a small tkeg of beer or a similar 
product and in which the :keg may [be carried and re 
tained. 
)Many persons prefer the ?avor of draft 'beer to that 

of bottled or canned beer. However, it is often in 
convenient for the user to carry a ‘keg of the product 
home and to return 'it to the liquor store after it ‘has 
‘been emptied. Furthermore, it has usually been neces 
sary to tap the keg and to apply a pump to ‘the keg so 
that it may be dispensed. 

‘Recently, small metal kegs have been produced which 
are small enough so that ‘they may be placed in a house 
hold refrigerator. These kegs are pressurized so that 
‘the ?uid may be dispensed without a pump. With the 
development of such kegs, it became necessary to pro 
vide some ‘type of container for containing the kegs so 
they may be easily carried. It is found that when regular 
containers were employed, these containers ‘had to be 
stored empty ‘until the ‘keg was emptied, and they often 
‘became mislaid or were lost, causing inconvenience in 
‘returning the ‘kegs. 
A .feature ‘of the present invention resides in the 

provision of a container which ?ts snugly about the keg 
‘and encloses not only the keg, but the dispensing tap 
,mounted in one end of the keg. The container is closed 
.and sealed at the brewery. A potential opening ?ap 
as de?ned by weakened lines of separation is provided 
in one of the container walls designed to overlie the 
end of the .keg bearing the tap. When the product is 
to be dispensed, this opening tab is swung open to ex 
pose the keg end. The tab is hinged‘to ‘a wall adjoining 
that containing the opening ?ap. After the ?ap has 
lbeen opened, it may be swung beneath this adjoining 
wall to rest ‘between the container and the supporting 
shelf in a refrigerator. When in this position, the prod 
uct may, if ‘desired, be dispensed without removing 
the keg from the refrigerator. 
A feature of ‘the present invention resides in the pro 

vision of a container of the type described in which 
the opening flap extends entirely across the wall of the 
container which overlie-s an end of the keg. A glue 
?ap connecting four of the walls of the container in 
“tubular relation underlies an end of the opening ?ap 
and may be adhered thereto during the gluing operation. 
When the flap is swung into open position, the adhesive 
securing the opening flap ‘to the glue flap "is broken away 
so that the opening ?ap may be easily ‘separated along 
the perforated lines or other weakened lines of separa 
tion. When the keg is emptied, the ‘end of the opening 
?ap which has ‘been detached from the glue ?ap may 
be tucked between the end of the ‘keg and the glue flap 
to reclose the container for its return trip. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of an opening ?ap having a pair of gen 
erally U-shaped outlines in opposed relation through 
which a ?nger and thumb may be inserted. 'I‘hese tabs 
overlie the recessed end portions of the keg. By in 
serting the ?ngers through the openings formed by bend 
ing the areas de?ned [by the U-‘shaped cut 'lines inwardly, 
the opening ?ap may be readily grasped to open this 
?ap. 
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‘ A further :tteature ‘of the present ‘invention ‘resides in 
the provision of ‘a fold line extending across ‘the open 
ing ?ap parallel to the ‘fold ‘line hinging the vopening 
flap to ‘the remainder of‘the'container. This permits the 
flap to be bent, intermediate its ends for simplifying the 
vreclo‘sing operation. 

These and other objects and novel features of the 
present invention will’be more clearly ‘and ‘fully set forth 
‘in the following speci?cation and ‘claims. ’ 

In the drawings ‘forming a part of'my speci?cation: 
FIGURE .1 is a ‘perspective 'view of the closed con 

tainer as it is supplied by the brewery. ’ ' 
:FIGURE 2 is a view similar to FIGURE 1 showing 

the opening ?ap in partially open position. 
FIGURE 3 is aperspective viewto'f the open container 

in readiness for dispensing the contents. 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view through the container 

showing the beer keg in place therein. 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the container in 

partially reclosed position“ 
FIGURE 6 is a sectional view through the top of the 

container in reclosed position. 
FIGURE 7 is a diagrammatic view of the blank from 

which the container is formed. 
The container A is designed to contain the beer keg 

B. The beer keg B is of its largest diameter near its 
longitudinal center part v10 and tapers or lbows toward 
the opposite ends. The ends 12 or at least the end 
11 of the v‘keg has a recessed end 13 providing a rounded 
peripheral rim encircling the end. A tap or faucet 14 
is secured centrally to the recessed end .13 and con 
trols the flow of fluid through an outlet tube :15. A 
svphon tube such as 16 may be provided on the interior 
of the keg extending to a lowermost portion of the keg 
so that virtually all of the contents may be drained. 
The keg is pressurized to the extent necessary to force 
the liquid therefrom. The tap 14 ‘and outlet 15 do not 
extend past the plane of the rim of the end 11 for pro 
tection of the tap and outlet. ‘ 
The container A is formed of the blank best illustrated 

in FIGURE 7 of the drawings. The blank includes a 
side wall panel 17, a bottom panel 19, a side wall panel 
20, and a top wall panel 21 connected along parallel 
lines of fold 22, 23, and 24 respectively. A glue ?ap 
25 is hingedly connected to the side wall 17 along a 
parallel line of fold 26. In describing the various walls 
as side, top, and bottom walls, it should be explained 
that the walls are in this relation when ‘the keg is stand~ 
ing vertically on its bottom end 12. When the keg is 
'in dispensing position with its axis horizontal, as in 
FIGURE 3 of the ‘drawings, the walls 17 and 20 form 
‘the top and bottom walls respectively and the walls 19 
and 211 form ‘the vertical front and rear walls respec 
tively. 7 

Closure ?aps 27, 29, 30, and ‘31 are hingedly con 
nected to the upper and ‘lower ‘edges of the panel 17, 
'19, ‘20, and 21 along parallel lines of and 32 and 33. 
Hand holes 34 are cut in the ?aps 31 connected to the 
top panel 21 and extend parallel to the fold lines 32 
(and 313 connecting the flaps 3-1 to the top panel 521. The 
?aps 27 and 30 are each provided with half hand holes 
35' and 36 which register with the hand holes 34 in the 
flaps 31 when the flaps are closed. The hand holes 315 
and 36 may be formed by JJshaped out lines which termi 
nate in spaced relation to the edges of the ?aps 27 and 
30 to provide handle ?aps 37 and 39 hingedly connected 
to the panels 27 and 30 along fold lines 40 and 41 
respectively. These ?aps 37 and 39 may be folded into 
the container to permit insertion of the ?ngers through 
the hand holes 34. 
The panel 21 is provided with a potential ?ap indicated 

in general by the numeral 42 de?ned by perforated lines, 
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or other lines of weakness, in the panel. The center por 
tion of the ?ap 42 is de?ned by arcuate lines of perfora 
tion 43 which are preferably concentric and centered 
relative to the panel 21 so that the center of arcuation is 
aligned with the axis of the keg. The arcuate perforated 
lines 43 are connected by generally parallel spaced per 
forated lines 44 to the hinged line 24. The other ends of 
the arcuate lines 43 are connected by converging per 
forated lines 45 which extend to the end edge 48 of the ;~ 
blank. The weakened lines 45 preferably terminate in 
cut lines 46 which extend to the edge 46 or into slightly 
spaced relation to the edge 46. The purpose of this ar 
rangement is to simplify the tearing of the panel 21 along 
the weakened lines described by permitting the terminal 
end of the ?ap 42 to be easily engaged. 
A fold line 47 extends across the ?ap 42 between the 

arcuate weakened lines 43 and one or more parallel fold 
lines 49 extend across the end portion of the ?ap 42 be— 
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tween the weakened lines 45. The fold lines 47 and 49 
are parallel to the fold line 24 connecting the panel 21 to A 
the panel 20. U-shaped cut lines 50 are arranged in op 
posed relation in the ?ap 42 near the fold line 47, the cut 
lines 50 de?ning tabs 51 connected to the body of the flap 
42 along parallel fold lines 52. The tabs 51 are foldable 
inwardly to admit a thumb and ?nger to simplify the sepa 
ration of the flap 42 from the remainder of the panel 21. 

After the keg B has been ?lled, it is placed in the con 
tainer A and the container is closed. Usually, one side 
of the container is closed prior to the insertion of the keg 
and the closing of the other side. The closure is effected 
by folding the ?aps 29 and 31 in a common plane, and 
then folding the flaps 27 and 30 into a common plane in 
face contact with the inner ?aps 29 and 31. The ?aps are 
secured in face contact by staples or stitches such as 53 or 
by the use of a suitable adhesive. The container blank 
has been previously secured in tubular form by adhering 
or otherwise connecting the glue ?ap 25 to the undersur 
face of the edge 46 of the panel 21. 

During storage and shipment, the kegs B usually remain 
upright in the position shown in FIGURE 4 of the draw 
ings. When the product is to be dispensed, the free end 
54 of the ?ap 42 is detached from the glue ?ap 25. If 
‘desired, a portion of the area between the ?ap 42 and the 
glue flap 25 may be printed or otherwise treated with a 
glue repellent to simplify the disengagement. The end 54 
of the tab may be pulled upwardly as indicated in FIG 
URE 2 to separate the flap 42 from the remainder of the 
panel 21 along the weakened lines. By inserting the 
thumb and ?nger of one vhand through the openings 
formed by the tabs 51, both hands may be used to detach 
the ?ap 42 from the position shown in FIGURE 2, if 
desired. When the ?ap 42 has been disengaged, it is 
folded along the fold line 24 to lie in face contact with 
the panel 20. ‘The container is then placed in a refriger 
ator or on another supporting surface, the container then 
appearing as indicated in FIGURE 3 of the drawings. 
From this position, the contents of the keg may be dis 
pensed. 
,After the contents have been used, the ends 54 of the 

?ap 42 may be inserted beneath the glue ?ap 25 in the 
manner illustrated in FIGURE 6. This is done by swing 
ing the ?ap 42 back toward its original position as indi 
cated in FIGURE 5, and folding the ?ap along the fold 
lines 47 and 49 until the end of the ?ap 42 is engaged be 
tween the keg end .11 and the glue ?ap 25. 
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In accordance with the patent statutes, I have described 

the principles of construction and operation of my beer 
container; and while I have endeavored to set forth the 
best embodiment thereof, I desire to have it understood 
that obvious changes may be made within the scope of the 
following claims without departing from the spirit of 
my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A keg package including 
a keg having a recessed end, a rounded rim encircling 

said recessed end, and a tap attached to the keg in 
said recessed end, 

rectangularly arranged wall panels including two par 
allel end panels overlying opposed ends of said keg 
and two parallel side panels connecting said end 
panels, 

closure flaps connected to said side and end panels and 
secured together to enclose said keg, 

a reclosure ?ap de?ned by weakened lines of separation 
in the one end panel overlying said recessed end, 

said weakened lines extending in spaced relation from 
the juncture between said one end panel and an ad 
joining side wall and de?ning an area outwardly of 
said tap, 

a ?ange hinged to the other adjoining side panel and 
secured in face contact with the inner surface of 
said one end panel, 

said weakened lines extending to the edge of said one 
end panel overlying said ?ange, 

the terminal portions of said one end panel between 
said weakened lines and overlying said ?ange being 
separable from said ?ange as said reclosure flap is 
separated along said weakened lines, 

said terminal portion of said reclosure ?ap being insert 
able between said rounded rim of said keg end and 
said ?ange for reclosure. 

2. The structure of claim 1 and in which the central 
portion of said reclosure ?ap is widened to expose the 
center portion of said one keg end. 

3. The structure of claim 1 and in which the reclosure 
?ap includes spaced ?nger openings in the area of said 
recessed end adjacent to said ?ange to facilitate separation 
of said reclosure flap. 

4. The structure of claim 1 and including a score line 
extending across said reclosure ?ap parallel to the score 
line connecting said reclosure ?ap to said one side line 
and intermediate the ends thereof. 

5. The structure of claim 4 and including an additional 
score line extending across said reclosure ?ap parallel to 
said previously described fold lines and in said terminal 
portion thereof. 
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