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The invention relates to containers and refers more 
speci?cally to a combination coaster-cup lid for use with 
a disposable cup or the like. 

In the past a lid for a disposable cup has generally been 
used to retain the contents of the cup within the cup until 
it is desired to use the contents at which time the lid is re 
moved and disposed of. A ?lled disposable cup may be 
hot or cold and uncomfortable to handle. Further prior 
disposable cups are subject to dripping from the lip thereof 
and are of course more prone to leaking than permanent 
.D’Pe cuPS 
Disposable cup lids are some times placed on a support 

such as a desk up-side-down to provide a crude coaster for 
the associated cup. Use of the cup lids in such a manner 
is however somewhat undesirable since if the lids are 
placed on the support in the same position they are in on 
the cup they tend to produce spots wherever they are 
placed and even if inverted they tend to drain onto sup 
ports on which they are placed. 

It is therefore one of the purposes of the present in 
vention to provide an improved cup lid. 
Another object is to provide in combination a dispos 

able cup and a combination coaster-cup lid. 
Another object is to provide a lid for a disposable cup 

which may be used as a coaster in an inverted position 
when removed from the cup. 
Another object is to provide a disposable combination 

coaster-cup lid for use with a disposable cup including a 
cylindrical hat section for receiving the bottom portion 
of a cup with which the coaster-cup lid is associated, a 
radially outwardly extending annular ?ange projecting 
from the open end of the hat section having a rte-entrant 
annular recess extending therearound opening in the same 
direction as the hat section. 
Another object is to provide a combination coaster-cup 

lid as set forth above wherein the annular recess is of the 
same diameter as the lip of the associated cup and is re 
entrant so as to snap over the associated cup lip. 
Another object is to provide a combination coaster-cup 

lid as set forth above and further including an arcuate 
annular lip extending radially outwardly from the outer 
periphery of the ?ange and away from the hat section. 

Another object is to provide a combination coaster-cup 
lid as set forth above wherein the hat shaped section is of 
substantial depth and is tapered and dimensioned to ?t 
snugly about the bottom portion of the associated cup 
when positioned thereon in an inverted position. 
Another object is to provide a combination coaster-cup 

lid which is simple in construction, economical to manu 
facture and e?icient in use. 

Other objects and features of the invention will become 
apparent as the description proceeds, especially when 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, 
illustrating a preferred embodiment of the invention, 
wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevation view of a diposable cup hav 

ing a combination coaster-cup lid constructed in accord 
ance with the invention positioned thereon. 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal section view of the dis 

posable cup and coaster-cup lid illustrated in FIGURE 1 
taken substantially on the line 2--2 in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a longitudinal section view of the dis 

posable cup and combination coaster-cup lid as illustrated 

10 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

1 1 3,246,786 
_ I Patented Apr. 19, 1966 

2 
in FIGURES 1 and 2 with the coaster-cup lid inverted 
and positioned on the bottom of the cup in use as a coaster. 
FIG. 4 is a view of the combination coaster-cup lid 

only taken substantially on the line 4—4 in FIGURE 1. 
With particular reference to the ?gures of the draw 

ing, one embodiment of the present invention will now 
be considered in detail. 
As shown in FIGURE 1 a disposable cup 10 is provided 

with a combination coaster-cup lid 12 constructed in ac 
cordance with the invention. In use the coaster-cup lid 
12 may be used as a lid for the cup 10, as shown in FIG 
URES 1 and 2. Alternatively the coaster-cup lid 12 may 
be used in an inverted position as a coaster as illustrated 
in FIGURE 3. 
More speci?cally the disposable cup 10 while it is illus 

trated as being constructed of paperboard may be con 
structed of plastic or may be a plastic coated paperboard. 
Other materials, such as metal, metal foil and glass may, 
of course be used to form the cup 10 and it is not neces 
sary that the cup be disposable. . . 
Cup 10 includes the body member 14 in the general 

form of a truncated cone. The larger open end 16 of the 
body member 14 is rolled to provide a lip 18 for strength, 
sealing and aesthetic purposes. The lower end 20 of the 
body member 14 is open-returned about the annular 
peripheral ?ange 22 of the bottom member 24 of the 
cup 10. 
The coaster-cup lid 12 includes a hat portion 26 of sub 

stantial depth having an inner surface corresponding to 
but slightly smaller in diameter than the outer surface of 
the bottom portion of the cup 10, as shown best in FIG 
URE 3. Thus, when the coaster-cup lid 12 is used as a 
coaster, the cup .10 is ?rmly secured to the coaster-cup 
lid 12. The coaster-cup lid 12 may therefore be grasped 
rather than the cup whereby the user is insulated from the 
direct heat of the cup 10. Further, with the cup and 
coaster-cup lid so dimensioned the cup and coaster-cup 
lid are movable as a unit regardless of whether the cup or 
the coaster is grasped. 
The coaster-cup lid 12 further includes the annular, 

radially outwardly extending ?ange 28 at the open end 
of the hat section 26 thereof. Flange 28 includes the 
annular re-entrant recess 30 therearound and an upturned 
arcuate lip 32 at the radially outer edge of the annular 
re-entrant recess 30. 
The re-entrant recess 30 is dimensioned to snap over the 

rolled edge 18 of the cup 10 with the coaster-cup lid in 
position as a lid, as illustrated in FIGURES l and 2. 
The re-entrant recess 30 further serves to collect any 
liquid that may drop from the rolled edge 18 with the 
cup 10 in use since the diameter of the recess 30 positions 
it directly below the rolled edge 18 with the coaster-cup 
lid in an inverted position in use as a coaster as shown in 
FIG. 3. The annular recess 30 is maintained in a posi 
tion directly below the rolled edge 18 due to the centering 
of the cup 10 on the coaster-cup lid 12 with the cup 10 
positioned within the hat section 26 of coaster-cup lid 12. 
The arcuate lip 32 serves to insure that any drops or 

leakage from the cup 10 are directed into the recess 30. 
Thus in use the cup 10 is ?lled, for example with a bev~ 

erage, such as coffee, and the coaster-cup lid 12 is snapped 
on the top thereof, as shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, with 
the lip 18 held ?rmly in the re-entrant annular recess 30. 
When it is desired to drink the beverage in the cup 10, 
the coaster-cup lid 12 is removed therefrom and posi 
tioned on the bottom of the cup 10 in an inverted position, 
as shown best in FIGURE 3. 
The cup 10 may then be held by means of the coaster 

cup lid 12 whereby the user is insulated from the tempera 
ture of the cup contents. Further the cup may be posi 
tioned on a surface without danger of spotting or marring 
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the surface since any drops or slight leakage of the bev 
erage ‘from the cup 10 will be collected in the annular 
recess 30. 

While one embodiment of the present invention has 
been considered in detail, other embodiments and modi? 
cations of the invention are contemplated. It is the ob 
ject to include all embodiments and modi?cations of the 
invention as are de?ned by the appended claims within 
the scope of the invention. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A combination coaster-cup lid, comprising a hat sec 

tion of substantial depth tapered to snugly receive a bot 
tom portion of a corresponding cup, said hat section hav 
ing an open end, an annular ?ange extending radially out 
wardly from the open end of the hat section having a re 
entrant annular recess therearound opening in the same 
direction as the hat, section dimensioned to snap over a 
rolled edge of the corresponding cup and an annular arcu 
ate lip secured to and extending radially outwardly from 
the outer periphery of the ?ange and away from the hat 
section. 

2. Structure as set forth in claim 1 wherein the com 
bination coaster-cup lid is constructed of a plastic 
material. 

3. A combination coaster-cup lid, comprising a hat 
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section of substantial depth tapered to snugly receive a 
bottom portion of a corresponding cup, said hat section 
having an open end and an annular ?ange extending radi 
ally outwardly from the open end of the hat section and 
having a re-entrant annular recess therearound opening 
in the same direction as the hat section dimensioned to 
snap over a rolled edge of the corresponding cup. , 

4. A combination coaster-cup lid, comprising a hat 
section of substantial depth tapered to snugly receive a 
bottom portion of a corresponding cup, said hat section 
having an open end and an annular ?ange extending radi 
ally outwardly from the open end of the hat section and 
having an annular recess therearoundi and opening in the 
same direction as the hat section dimensioned to ?t over 
a rolled edge of the corresponding cup. 
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