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1 Claim. (Cl. 206-8) 

This invention relates to a new and novel hat box and 
more particularly to a one-piece body for a hat box 
which includes a hat tier. 

It is old in the hat box art to make a hat box of three 
separate pieces. A ?rst piece is used to form a top, a 
second piece is used to form the body of the box and a 
third piece is inserted into the body of the box to provide 
a spacer or divider partition which holds the hat in a 
centrally spaced position to prevent damage thereto. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a hat box 
which is formed from only two pieces of material. One 
piece of material is used to form a conventional box top 
and the other piece of material is used to form a novel 
box body which includes a bottom, four upstanding sides 
and a hat tier which is integrally connected with one of 
the sides. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a hat 

box‘which comprises a bottom and four upstanding sides, 
locking flaps connected along a top edge of three of the 
four upstanding sides, a tier panel connected along the 
other of the four sides and being disposed below the 
locking flaps, locking tabs connected to the locking flaps 
and be'mg received within openings in the tier panel to 
lock the sides to the tier panel. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a one 
piece blank for forming the body of a hat box compris 
ing, a rectangular portion including a bottom panel and 
four side panels, locking ?aps on three of the four side 
panels and a tier panel connected to the other of the 
four side panels. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a one 

piece blank for forming‘the body of a hat box wherein 
the tier panel has a peripheral length which is substan 
tially equal to the peripheral length of the bottom panel, 
an opening centrally of the tier panel for receiving the 
crown of the hat, locking tabs on the locking flaps, and 
means on the tier panel for cooperative engagement with 
the locking tabs. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

hat box which is formed from paperboard, heavy paper, 
plastic or other similar materials. 

With the above and other objects in view that will 
hereinafter appear, the nature of the invention will be 
more clearly understood by reference to the following 
detailed description, the appended claimed subject matter 
and the several views illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a one-piece blank for 

forming the body of a hat box and shows a large rectangu 
lar portion which is divided by pairs of longitudinal and 
transverse fold lines to form a bottom panel, tour side 
panels, and a dust ?ap at each corner of the rectangular 
portion for separating the adjacent side panels. The 
?gure also shows locking ?aps attached to three of the 
four side panels and the tier panel connected to the fourth 
side panel and being provided with means for cooperative 
engagement with the locking ?aps. 
FIGURE 2 shows the one-piece blank in a partially 

folded and collapsed position. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a body of a box 

in a partially erected condition which body is formed 
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from the one-piece blank which is shown in FIGURES l 
and 2. 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of a completely erected - 

box body and a lid for closing the box body. 
FIGURE 5 is a vertical sectional view, taken on line 

5-5 of FIGURE 4, and shows locking tabs on the lock 
ing ?aps being disposed through openings in the tier panel 
so as to hold the body of the box in its erected position. 
FIGURE 6 is a horizontal sectional view, taken on 

line 6-6 of FIGURE 5, and shows the underside of the 
tier panel. 
FIGURE 7 is a vertical sectional view, taken on the 

line 7—7 of FIGURE 5, and shows the tier panel as being 
recessed downwardly within the body of the box. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, there is shown in 
FIGURE 1 a one-piece blank, generally indicated by 
the numeral 10, for forming the hat box which is shown 
in FIGURE 4 and is generally designated by the nu 
meral 11. 
The one-piece blank 10 includes a large rectangular 

portion, generally indicated by the numeral 12, and a 
tier panel 13 which is connected to the rectangular por 
tion 12 by an offsetting panel 14. The rectangular por 
tion 12 includes a bottom member 15 which is de?ned by 
a pair of transverse fold lines 16 and 17 and a pair of 
longitudinal fold lines 18 and 19. A ?rst side panel 20, 
a second side panel 21, a third side panel 22 and a fourth 
side panel 23 are connected to the bottom panel 15 along 
the fold lines 16, 17, 18 and 19, respectively. The 
rectangular portion 12 further includes a substantially 
rectangular dust flap 24 at each corner thereof and each 
dust ?ap 24 is provided with an oblique fold-and-score 
line 25. 
A plurality of locking ?aps 26, 27 and 28 are attached 

to the second side panel 21, third side panel 22 and fourth 
side panel 23 along fold lines 29, 30 and 31, respectively. 
Each of the locking flaps 26, 27 and 28 is provided with 
a pair of locking tabs 32. I 
The offsetting panel 14 is connected to the ?rst side 

panel 20 along a transverse fold line 33 and is connected 
to the tier panel '13 along a transverse fold line 34. An 
elliptical opening 35 is provided in the central portion of 
the tier panel 13 for receiving the crown of a hat (not 
shown) therethrough. A {first side ?ap 36 is connected to 
the tier panel 13 along an interrupted longitudinal fold 
line 37. The ‘fold line 37 is interrupted by a pair of 
o?set severance ‘lines 38 which provide openings 39 in the 
tier panel 13 (as is shown in FIGURE 6) for cooperative 
engagement with the locking tabs 32 on the locking ?ap 
27. A second side ?ap 49 is connected to the tier panel 
13 along a longitudinal interrupted fold line 41. The fold 
line 41 is interrupted by a pair of offset severance lines 
42 which provide openings 43 in the tier panel 13 (as 
shown in FIGURE 6) for receiving the locking tabs 32 
which are on the locking ?ap 28. A glue ?ap 44 is con 
nected to the tier panel 13 along a transverse interrupted 
told line 45. The fold line 45 is interrupted by a pair of 
otfset severance lines 46 which provide a pair of open 
ings 47 in the tier panel 13 (as is shown in FIGURE 6) 
for receiving the locking tabs 32 which are on the locking 
?ap 26. 
The hat box 111, which is shown in FIGURE 4, is 

erected from the one-piece blank 10 which is shown in 
FIGURE 1. Glue, or other suitable adhesive, is applied 
to the otisetting panel 14 and to an area 50, of the ?rst 
side panel 20, which corresponds to the area of the offset 
.ting panel 14. Glue, or other suitable adhesive, is also 
applied to an area 51, of the second side panel 21, which 
corresponds to the area of the glue ?ap 44. The blank 
1% is folded along the transverse fold line 33 such that 
the offsetting panel 14 overllies and is adhesive-1y secured 
to the area 50 of the ?rst side panel 20. The blank 10 
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is then folded along the transverse fold line 17 and the 
area 51 of the second side panel 21 is adhesively se 
cured to the glue ?ap 44. 

After completion of the above described gluing and 
folding operations, the blank 10 has been changed to the 
shape illustrated in FIGURE 2. This is the shape of the 
blank 10 as it is normally supplied to the customer. All 
gluing operations have been completed and the ‘blank 
10 is ready to be erected into the hat box body 11, which 
is shown in FIGURE 4. 
As is best illustrated in FIGURE 3, the ?rst side panel 

20 and the second side panel 21 have ‘been raised to a 
vertical position by being folded along the fold lines 
16 and 17, respectively. The locking tabs 32 on the 
locking ?ap 26 have been inserted into the openings 47 
which have been formed in the tier panel 13 by the sev 
erance lines 46. Each of the four dust ?aps 24 is then 
folded inwardly along its respective score-and-fold line 
25 and the side panels 212 and 23 are raised to a vertical 
position by folding along the respective fold lines 18 and 
19. The hat box body 11 is then completed by folding 

' the locking ?ap 27 along the fold line 30 and inserting the 
locking tabs 32 into the openings 39, and ‘folding the 
locking ?ap 28 along the fold line 31 and inserting the 
locking ?aps 32 thereon, into the openings 43 in the tier 
panel 13. 
The hat box body 11, as is shown in FIGURE 4, has 

the tier panel 13 recessed downwardly therein. It is 
apparent that a hat (not shown) may be placed in the 
hat box body 11 by passing the conventional crown of the 
hat through the opening 35 and resting the brim of the 
hat on top of the tier panel 13. 
A lid, generally indicated by the numeral 60, is pro 

vided for covering the hat box body 11. The cover or 
lid 60 which is illustrated in FIGURE 4 is of a conven 
tional type which is old and well known. Therefore, it is 
unnecessary that the speci?c construction of the lid 60 
be described. 

While a preferred form of a new and novel hat box 
has been shown in illustrating the invention, it is to be 
clearly understood that various changes in details and 
arrangement of parts may be made without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned in 
the appended claimed subject matter. 
What is claimed is: 
A hat box comprising a rectangular bottom panel and 
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four vertically upstanding side panels, locking flaps con 
nected along a top edge of at least ?rst and second ones 
of said upstanding side panels which are disposed paral 
lel to each other, said locking ?aps being folded inwardly 
and downwardly from the top edges of said ?rst and sec 
ond side panels, a tier panel connected along a third one 
of said four side panels by an offsetting panel and being 
disposed within said hat box and below said locking 
flaps, locking tabs connected to said locking flaps and 
being received within openings in said tier panel to lock 
the ?rst and second side panels to said tier panel, said 
oifsetting panel being adhesively secured to said third one 
of said side panels such that said tier panel is positioned 
within said hat box and disposed below the top edges of 
each of said four upstanding side panels and parallel to 
said bottom panel, said tier panel having an oval opening 
centrally located for receiving the crown of a hat, said 
oval opening being oriented with its major axis disposed 
substantially along a diagonal of said hat box, a fourth 
side panel being provided with a locking ?ap and lock 
ing tabs, said tier panel having openings formed there 
in adjacent to said fourth side panel, and the locking tabs 
of said fourth side panel being disposed therein. 
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