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This invention relates to key cases, and more par 
ticularly to light containing key cases. 
The object of the invention is to provide an improved 

?ashlight-key case combination, whereby a light may be 
inexpensively combined with a hard shell key case. 
Moreover, the construction is such as to enable the light 
to be used independently either in or out of the case. 
The type of key case embodying the invention com 

prises a pair of covered, rigid ?anged shells of rectangular 
con?guration. The shells are hingedly ‘connected with 
their ?anges abutting when they are in a closed position. 
The upper portions of the shell ?anges are relieved to 
de?ne an elongated slot across the top of the key case 
and a key hanger bar is secured to one of the shells ad 
jacent the slot so that any key support loop carried 
on the hanger may project through the slot when the 
case is closed. In accordance with this invention, a light 
source or ?ashlight is removably mounted in the case 
with its axis extending through the key slot whereby the 
light beam and key may simultaneously project through 
the same slot. 
The above and other related objects and features of 

the invention will be apparent from a reading of the 
description found in the accompanying drawing and the 
novelty thereof pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is an elevational view of a key case embodying 

the present invention with the key case being closed; 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1, but with the 

key case open; 
FIG. 3 is a section on an enlarged scale taken on line 

III—III in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view of the showing of FIG. 

2 with'certain parts removed and others in section; and 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a light carrier em 

ployed herein. 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a key case 8 comprises 

two shells 10 and 12 which are generally of rectangular 
outline and have matching peripheral ?anges which abut 
in their closed position, as will be apparent from FIGS. 
1 and 3. As shown, the sheet metal trays 14 and 16 are 
covered as at 18 and 20 with a suitable decorative ma 
terial such as leather which may be lasted over the 
peripheral ?anges of the trays and adhesively secured to 
the inner surfaces of these ?anges. Padding 21 may 
be provided between the coverings 18 and 20 and the 
central portions of the trays 14 and 16. Preferably, the 
inner surface of the trays is covered by liner 22. 
The shells 10 and ‘12 are connected by a hinge 24 

having its leaf portions secured to adjacent vertical ?anges 
of the shells 10 and 12. A spring 25 is provided urging 
the shells to open position and a catch 26 to secure them 
in a closed position. 

Keys are suspended in the key case from a hanger as 
sembly 28 comprising key loops 30. The upper portions 
of the ?anges of shells 10 and 12 are relieved to de?ne an 
elongated slot 32 across the top of the key case. Any 
of the loops 30 may be positioned so as to extend through 
this slot with the ‘case closed for using a particular key. 
A metal guard or bead 34 may be secured to the relieved 

portion of the upper ?ange of shell 10 to prevent wear 
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on this ?ange due to the projection of loops through the 
slot 32. 

In accordance with the present invention, a ?ashlight 
or light source 36 is releasably mounted within the key 
case. The light source comprises a cylindrical casing 38 
which may contain a pen-light type of battery. A light 
bulb 40 is removably mounted on the casing 38 by an 
end cap 42 threadably secured thereto. Means are pro 
vided for connecting and disconnecting the bulb 40 from 
the battery to turn the light source off and on. These 
means include a switch actuator 44 which is slida-bly 
mounted on the casing 38 longitudinally thereof. 

Mounting of the light source is provided for by car 
rier or bracket in the form of a spring clip 46 which com 
prises a plate portion 48 secured to the hinge ?ange por 
tion of the shell ‘12. More speci?cally, a pair of tabs or 
tongues 50, one of which is seen in detail in FIG. 3, are 
struck from the adjacent ?anged portion of the tray 14. 
The tabs 50 pass through the leaf of hinge 24, through 
the liner 22 and through openings 52 in the plate por 
tion 48 of clip 46. The tabs 50 are reversely folded 
against the plate portion 48 to securely hold the carrier 
46 in place. The tabs 50 also assist in securing the hinge 
24 to the shell 12. The clip 46 further comprises a 
main portion 54 folded ‘from the plate portion 48, and 
generally lying against the inner surface of shell 12. A 
pair of spring ?ngers 58, 60 are folded upwardly from 
the main portion 54 to embrace the cylindrical casing 
38. Their outer ends more speci?cally bear against the 
cylinder 38 to releasably grip it against the plate portion 
48 and main portion 54 of the clip. It will further be 
noted that means is provided to angularly position the 
?ashlight casing 38 relative to the clip 46 and thus rela 
tive to the shells 10 and 12. The means comprises a 
detent in the form of an elongated groove or depression 
59 formed in the casing 38 and a cooperating projection 
62 formed on the ?nger 58. The purpose of the detent 

, means is to register a ?ashlight actuator 44 with a slot 
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64 provided in the shell 12. The lower end of the cas 
ing 38 is positioned relative to the spring clip 46 by a 
tab 61, extending outwardly from the main portion 54 
thereof. 
The slot 64 provides access to the actuator 44 when 

the shells 10 and 12 are closed, so that the light source 
may be conveniently turned on and off. In this way, the 
case serves as a pocket holder for the ?ashlight without 
requiring the case to be opened. The slot 64 is de?ned 
by a grommet 66 having ?anges which grip the covering 
20 and liner 22 against the tray 16 in the area of the slot 
64. 

Referring again to the hinge 24, one leaf thereof is 
secured to the shell 12 by further tongues 63 struck from 
the tray 14 and reversely bent thereagainst. The plate 
portion 48 of the spring clip has a clearance opening 65 
permitting it to lie ?at against the hinge leaf. A notch 67 
provides clearance for the end of the spring 25. 

In the user’s pocket, the key case would normally be 
closed, as shown in FIG. 1; the light could be operated 
by its actuator 44 with the case closed. In addition, a 
key could be disposed to extend through the slot 32; at 
the same time the light ‘could be turned on to assist in 
using the key in the dark. Another advantage of this 
invention is that the case can be opened or closed, as 
desired, while the light is being used. In this connection 
it will be noted that the light is located contiguous with 
the hinge of the key case so that light remains relatively 
stationary despite angular movement of the cover mem 
bers when the case is opened or closed. Furthermore, the 
light may be turned on when the case is open, as shown 
in FIG. 2, to assist in the visual selection of a particular 
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key. It will further be evident that the spring metal 
carrier 46 permits ready removal of the light source 36. 
Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 

as novel and desired to be secured by Letters Patent of 
the United States is: 

1. A ?ashlight-key case combination comprising a pair 
of covered, rigid ?anged metal shells, said shells being 
hingedly connected with their ?anges abutting when the 
case is closed, a ?ashlight support bracket adjacent the 
hinge interconnection of the shells, a ?ashlight releasably 
gripped by said bracket, a switch actuator for operating 
said ?ashlight extending radially from the ?ashlight, one 
of said shells being provided with a slot therethrough dis 
posed to receive said actuator when the case is closed, the 
height of said actuator being su?‘icient for manipulation 
through the slot when the case is closed; the upper end 
of said key case having an elongated slot therethrough 
disposed generally across the key case, a key hanger as 
sembly secured to one of the shells adjacent the elongated 
slot and including a plurality of key support loops which 
may be selectively projected through said slot, said hanger 
terminating a substantial distance from the hinged edge of 
the shells to provide an aperture for said ?ashlight to 
project a beam of light therethrough. 

2. A ?ashlight-key case combination comprising a cov 
ered, rigid ?anged base shell of rectangular outline, and 
a cover shell of similar con?guration, said shells being 
hingedly connected with their ?anges abutting when 
they are closed, a ?ashlight support bracket secured to 
said base shell adjacent the hinge, a ?ashlight compris 
ing a casing releasably gripped by said bracket, a switch 
actuator for operating the light mounted on the ?ashlight 
casing, said cover shell having a slot for receiving said 
actuator, the actuator projecting into said slot a distance 
su?icient to be accessible so that the light source may be 
turned on or off when the shells are closed, the upper 
portions of both ?anges being relieved to de?ne an elon 
gated slot along the top of the key case, a hanger assem 
bly secured to one of the shells beneath said slot and 
including a plurality of key support loops which may be 
selectively projected through said slot, said hanger ter 
minating a substantial distance from the hinged edge of 
the shells to provide an aperture for said ?ashlight to 
project a beam of light therethrough. 

3. A ?ashlight-key case combination comprising a pair 
of covered, rigid ?anged shells of rectangular outline, 
said shells being hingedly conected with their ?anges 
abutting when they are closed, a ?ashlight carrier in the 
form of a spring clip secured to one of the shells adja 
cent the hinge connection, a light source comprising a 
cylindrical casing disposed parallel to the axis of the 
axis of the hinge connecion and adjacent thereto, said 
casing being releasably gripped by said clip, a switch ac 
tuator for operating the light source, said actuator being 
slidably mounted longitudinally of and on said casing, 
the opposite shell overlying said case being slotted to 
receive said actuator, the actuator projecting into said 
slot a distance suf?cient to be accessible for manual op 
eration so that the light source may be turned on and o? 
when the shells are closed as well as open, the upper 
portions of the ?anges being relieved to de?ne an elon 
gated slot along the top of the key case, a hanger assem 
bly secured to one of the shells beneath said slot and in 
cluding key bearing loops which may be selectively pro 
jected through said slot, said clip having a tab portion 
positioning the lower end of the casing with the end of 
the bulb contiguous with the elongated slot to project a 
beam of light therethrough adjacent the hinged end there 
of, said clip and casing having cooperating detent means 
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angularly positioning the casing in ?xed relation relative 70 
to said one shell with the switch actuator positioned in 
registration with the slot in the opposite shell. 

A 
4. A key case construction as in claim 3 wherein the 

shells each comprise a ?anged metal tray, an outer padded 
cover lasted over the ?ange of the tray and secured to 
the inner surface of the ?ange, and a liner covering the 
inner surfaces of the trays and further wherein the open 
ing in said opposite shell is de?ned by a grommet which 
grips the liner and outer cover against the metal tray. 

5. A key case construction as in claim 4 wherein the 
hinge ?ange portion of said one shell has a pair of tabs 
extending from the metal tray and the spring clip has 
a plate portion with openings receiving said tabs which 
are reversely bent to hold the clip in place, said clip 
further comprising a main portion generally lying against 
the inner surface of said one shell, a pair of spring ?ngers 
bent outwardly from said main portion and releasably 
gripping the light source casing against said plate and 
main portions, and a portion extending outwardly of the 
main portion to provide a stop for positioning said cas 
ing with the light bulb disposed in the key slot. 

6. A ?ashlight-key case combination comprising a pair 
of covered rigid ?anged shells of rectangular outline, said 
shells being hingedly connected with their ?anges abut 
ting when closed, a ?ashlight carrier in the form of a clip 
secured to one of the shells adjacent and parallel to the 
hinge connection, said clip having a generally planar por 
tion mounted against the inner surface of one of said 
shells adjacent the hinge of the case and at least one ?nger 
portion extending upwardly and inwardly for embrac 
ing the casing tube of a ‘light source in said bracket, said 
tube being removably mounted in said bracket and dis 
posed parallel to the hinge connection of the shells and 
being releasably gripped by said ?nger, a switch actuator 
extending from said tube, the opposite shell of said case, 
overlying the light tube having a slot adjacent the hinge 
connection of the shells, the actuator of the light source 
projecting into said slot a sufficient distance to be access 
ible for manual operation when the case is closed the 
upper portions of the ?anges of said shells being relieved 
to de?ne, when the case is closed, an elongated slot 
through the top of the case, a key hanger assembly se 
cured to the shell to which said clip is secured, and in 
cluding a plurality of key holding loops which may be 
selectively projected through said elongated slot, said 
‘hanger assembly terminating a substantial distance from 
the hinge of said case to provide an aperture for said 
‘light source. 

7. Key case construction as set forth in claim 6 wherein 
each of the shells is a ?anged metal tray covered in the 
inner and outer surfaces, having a grommet disposed 
about the slot provided in the shell for receiving said ac 
tuator, said trays having tabs struck therefrom and bent 
to retain the clip in place in said case. 

8. Key case construction as set forth in claim 6 where 
in said clip is formed of spring metal and includes a tab 
disposed at the lower end thereof to engage the case of 
said light source tube to hold the opposite end contigu 
ous to said elongated aperture. 
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