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1 Claim. (Cl; 150-'-‘—39) 

The present application is a continuation in part of my 
application Serial No. 258,319 ?led February 13, 1963, 
now-abandoned. . p 

This invention. relates generally to means for carrying 
and displaying credit cards and the like. More particu 
larly, it relates to card carrying and display devices which 
permit individual cards to' be readily displayed without 
removal therefrom and which permits cards to be added 
or removed as desired. 

, Various kinds of card carrying devices and wallets are 
presentlyemployed to carry and display credit cards, 
membership cards;.passes, driver’s licenses, and so forth. 
One well known type; of device comprises a relatively 
rigid rectangular backing member, usually of leather, on 
which a plurality of card‘hol'ding transparent, open-ended 
envelopes are stacked and attached at one end by a rivet. 
The rivet serves to close on'e'en'd of each of the trans 
parent envelopes and also permits the‘ envelopes to be 
fanned out so that a card in an individual envelope can 
be displayed. The .aforedescr‘ibed device _ is usually 
adapted to be inserted in a pocket‘. of a1 billfold, wallet ‘or 
purse. Although such‘ a device is useful for’ its intended 
purpose, it' does have .several disadvantages. For exam 
ple,_it is somewhat inconvenientv to insert or remove a 
card from its envelope. Furthermore, the number of 
envelopes available to'hold cards is predetermined during 
manufacture and frequently, therefore, as additional 
cards are acquired, more than one card must be inserted 
in a single envelope. This'requires anyone card to be 
removed in order for both sides to be visible. It is 
desirable, therefore, to provide improved‘ card carrying 
and displaying devices which overcome the aforesaid dis 
advantages and have other important advantages. 
',Accordingly,.it is an object‘ of the present invention 

to provide improved‘ card carrying and displaying devices 
which are adapted to carry an indeterminate number of 
cards, which permit both sides of any individual card 
to be readily displayed;v and which permit cards to be 
conveniently removed'or‘ attached as desired. 
Another object is to provide an improved card for use 

with improved devices of the aforesaid character. 
Another object is to provide improved devices of the 

aforesaid character which are relatively economical to 
fabricate. , v 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will here 
inafter appear. ‘ , p 7 I“ _ ~ g 

A card carrying and’ display device incorporating the 
present invention‘ comprises a spindle having card‘ retain 
ing means at each end thereof. The card retaining means 
are of greaterv diameter than the spindle. In accordance 
with one aspect of the invention, at least one of the card 
retaining means'is relatively movable with'respect to the 
other. Biasing means are provided tending to urge one 
of the card’ retaining means toward the other. In accord 
ance with another aspect of the invention, neither card 
retaining means is movable. The card carrying means is 
adapted for use’ with cards which have been constructed 
in accordance with the invention. Each card is fabri 
cated of ?exible material, such as plastic or heavy paper, 
and is provided with a hole near one edge which is 
slightly greater than the diameter of the spindle and with 
a slot‘between' thehole and the edge of the card for 
accommodating passage of the spindle. The slot has a 
portion which is narrower than the diameter of the 
spindle. Each card is attached to the spindle by locating 
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the spindle in the slot and forcing the card toward the, 
spindle so that its hole engages the spindle. The card 
retaining means on the spindle prevent the card from: 
slipping off the ends of the spindle andLif one or both 
of the card retaining means are movable‘, also tend to, 
clamp the cards together. Each card can be rotated 011' 
the spindle for display purposes and can be removed by 
pulling it in the opposite direction whereby‘it was rat-'1 
tached. The amount of card area displayed when a card 
is rotated out from beneath another can beincreased by 
locating its hole near a corner of the card rather than by 
locating it near the center of an edge of the card. If the 
card retaining means associated withthe spindle are rela 
tively movable and spring biased, the device adjusts itself 
to‘ accommodate a variable number of cards that are dis-v 
posed thereon. v _ _ . _ _ . 

The accompanying drawings illustrate several preferred 
embodiments of the present invention, but it is to be 
understood that the embodiments illustrated are susceptié 
ble to modi?cation with respect to details thereof with-' 
out departing from the scope of the appended claim. 

In the drawings: ‘ v I p p ‘ 

FIG. 1 is a perspective vview of one embodiment of a 
card carrying and display device incorporating the present 
invention and shows its cover member opened to accom 
modate display, insertion or removal of cards fabricated 
in accordance with the present invention; _ , 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the device shown 
in FIG. 1 and shows the cover member folded over; ‘ 

FIG. 2a is a section taken along line 2a——2a in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of asecond embodiment 

of a device incorporating the present invention; ‘ I _ 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the device shown in 

FIG- 3; ._ , . .. ., 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a third embodiment 
of a device incorporating the present invention and shows, 
how a card fabricated in accordance with the present 
invention is employed therewith; _ \ 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a‘ fourth embodiment 

of a device incorporating the presentyinvention andshows 
cards fabricated in accordance with the present invention’ 
associated therewith; I p , p _ 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the device 
shown in FIG. 6; H ‘ 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged perspective view of a ?fth erné 
'bodiment of a device incorporating the presentinvention;v 

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 9—-9 
of FIG. 8, and _ 

FIG. 10 is an exploded 
FIGS. 8 and 9. v __ I 7 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the numeral 10 designates 
a card carrying and display device incorporating the pres-_ 
ent invention. Device 10 comprises a foldable cover 
member 12 having two portions, namely, a back por 

view of the device shown in 

tion 14 and a front ‘portion 16 bendable at point 18.“ 
Cover member 12 may, for example, be fabricated of 
a single piece of leather, plastic, cloth or the like. _Or, 
if preferred, cover member 12 could be fabricated of 
suitable material in two separate portions and hinged at 
point 18. I, 7 

Device 10 further comprises a card attaching member 
20 which is rigidly secured to back portion 14 of‘ cover 
member 12. Card attaching member 20 comprises, a 
spindle 22, best seen in FIG. 2, which has a cylindrical 
cross»section and which has card retaining means, such 
as a member 24, rigidly attached at one end thereof. 
In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, member 
24 takes the form of the male portion of a \well-known 
type of snap fastener. Member 24 is adapted to mate 
with and engage the female portion 26 of the snap 
fastener which is attached to front portion 16 of cover 
member 12. If preferred, however, members 24 and 26 
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could be interchanged or some other type of releasable 
snap fastener than that depicted could be employed. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention spindle ‘ 
22 of card attaching member 20 is provided at its other 
end with card retaining means, such as housing or sliding 
member 28, which is adapted to be biased along the 
spindle toward card retaining means 24 as by biasing 
means such as a compression spring 27 which is disposed 
within housing 28. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention 
spindle 22 of card attaching member 20 is merely ?rmly 
secured to back portion 14 of cover member 12 as by 
housing member 28 and the latter is not spring biased or 
otherwise movable along the spindle. 

Card attaching member 20 of device 10 is adapted 
to have one or more cards, such as a card 30, removably 
attached thereto. In accordance with the present inven 
tion, card 30 is provided with a circular hole 32 spaced 
inwardly from an edge 34 thereof. Hole 32 in card 30 
has a diameter which is only slightly larger than the 
diameter of the spindle with which it is employed. Hole 
32 in card 30 communicates with edge 34 by means of 
a slot 36. In the embodiment shown, slot 36 is tapered 
so that the distance across its narrowest portion is less 
than the diameter of hole 32 and of the spindle with 
which it is employed. It is contemplated that the inven 
tion be employed with cards which are fabricated of 
plastic, Celluloid, heavy paper or cardboard, or other 
slightly ?exible material. Thus, the edges of slot 36 
are able to ?ex su?iciently to afford passage for the 
spindle through the slot. As FIG. 1 shows, hole 32 in 
card 30 is located near a corner of the card so that a 
relatively large area of the card surface will be displayed 
when the card is rotated out from under an overlying 
card for display purposes. 

Device 10 is employed with cards, such as card 30, 
as follows: Cover member 12 of device 10 is opened as 
shown in FIG. 1, and one or more cards 30 are attached 
to spindle 22 of card attaching member 20 as aforede 
scribed. If housing or member 28 is spring biased, it 
urges the cards against card retaining means 24 and 
holds them ?rmly but not tight enough to prevent out 
ward rotation when such is desired. However, if spindle 
22 is not provided with a movable spring biased housing 
member 28, any looseness of the cards on the spindle is 
overcome when cover member 12 is folded over and the 
cards are enclosed. The cards 30 are aligned and front 
portion 16 of cover member 12 is folded over to enclose 
the cards. The mating portions 24 and 26 of the snap 
fastener are then snapped together. Cover member 12 
can be opened to display the cards 30, which can be 
fanned out as shown in FIG. 1, or to permit the removal 
or insertion of a particular card. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the numeral 40 designates 
another embodiment of a card carrying and display device 
incorporating the present invention. It is to be under 
stood that device 40 is intended to employ cards which 
are similar in construction to the cards 30 hereinbefore 
described. Device 40 comprises a rigid support or back 
portion 42 which may be fabricated of metal or plastic, 
for example. Back portion 42 is dished to accommodate 
a layer of resilient material, such as a sponge rubber pad 
44, over which lies-a movable plate 46 which bears 
against the ?anged edge 48 of back portion 42. Plate 
46 and pad 44 are provided with holes 50 and 52, respec 
tively, for accommodating a spindle 54>and biasing means 
such as a spring 56. Spindle S4 is provided at one end 
with card retaining means such as a member 58 which 
is rigidly attached thereto. The card retaining means at 
the other end of spindle 54 comprises plate 46 which 
is adapted to be biased along the spindle toward card 
retaining means 58 by compression spring 56 and resilient 
pad 44. FIGS. 3 and 4 show that ‘with no cards in 
place, plate 46 is biased against ?ange 48 of back por 
tion 42, However, as cards are attached to spindle 54, 

4 
plate 46 can be depressed into the dished portion of 
back portion 42 to accommodate them. Cards employed 

. with device 40 can be attached, detached or displayed in 
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the same manner as those employed with device 10 here 
inbefore described. Device 40 with cards attached can 
be inserted in the user’s pocket, wallet or purse as can 
device 10. . 

Referring to FIG. 5, the numeral 60 designates another 
embodiment of a card carrying and display device incorpo 
rating the present invention. Device 60 comprises a gen 
erally U-shaped unitary member. 62 having a spindle 64 
rigidly secured thereto. One leg 66 of member 62 serves 
as a card retaining means and has one end of spindle 64 
rigidly attached thereto as by riveting or welding, for 
example. The other leg 68 of member 62 is provided 
with a hole 70 for accommodating the other end of spin 
dle 64. It is to be understood that member 62 is fabri 
cated of resilient material, such as spring steel or plastic, 
and that it is constructed so that the legs 66 and 68, which 
both serve as card retaining means, are biased toward 
each other. In use, cards attached to spindle 64 are 
urged together by the biasing action of the legs 66 and 68 
of U-shaped member 62, but the cards can be rotated or 
removed, as desired, and cards may be added until the 
capacity of the spindle 64 is exceeded. 

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, the numeral 72 designates 
another embodiment of a card carrying and display device 
incorporating the present invention. Device 72 comprises 
a unitary member 74, which is fabricated of resilient ma 
terial such as rubber and has a spindle portion 76 and 
card retaining portions 78 and 80 at the extreme ends of 
the spindle portion. It is to be understood that since 
member 74 is fabricated of resilient material, its spindle 
76 is extendable and its portions 78 and 80 are relatively 
movable with respect to each other. A helically shaped 
tension spring 82, shown in cross-section in FIG. 7, is 
embeded in spindle portion 76 of member 74 to serve as 
a biasing means and tends to urge the card retaining por 
tions 78 and 80 towards each other. Device 72 is adapted 
to have cards 30 employed therewith and attached to its 
spindle portion 76 as hereinbefore described. 

Referring to FIGS.v 8, 9 and 10, the numeral 84 desig 
nates another embodiment of a card carrying and display 
device incorporating the present invention. Device 84 
comprises an upper member 86¢which is fabricated of 
rigid material such as metal or plastic and has a card 
retaining portion 88 and an integrally formed spindle por 
tion 90. In the embodiment shown, spindle portion 90 
comprises three legs 90a, 90b and 900 which are spaced 
apart from each other at regular intervals and‘ have a 
slightly curved cross-section, as FIG. 9 shows. 

Device 84 further comprises a lower member 92 which 
is fabricated of rigid material such as metal or plastic and 
has a card retaining portion 94 and an integrally formed 
spindle portion 96. Spindle portion 96 is hollow and has 
a generally cylindrical shape with indentations, such as at 
98a, 98b and 98c, to accommodate the legs 90a, 90b and 
900, respectively, of spindle portion 90 of upper member 
86, as FIGS. 8 and 9 show. As FIG. 9 shows, the outer 
circumference of spindle portion 90 is substantially the 
same as the outer circumference of spindle portion 96, and 
those portions cooperate when ?tted together to de?ne a 
spindle having an outer surface of substantially uniform 
circumference. 

Device 84 further comprises biasing means such as a 
helically shaped tension spring 100 which is disposed 
within spindle portion 90 of upper member 86 and within 
the hollow interior of spindle portion 96 of lower member 
92. It is to be understood that the ends of spring 100 
are attached by suitable means to the interiors of the upper 
and lower members 86 and 92,*respectively, of device 84 
and that the spring tends to draw the members together in 
the direction of the arrows 102 shown in FIG. 8.‘ Thus, 
the spindle is expandable. 
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Device 84 is adapted to be employed with cards, such as 
the cards 30, hereinbefore described. Cards are attached 
and removed from device 84 in the manner hereinbefore 
described and are urged together by the card retaining por 
tions 88 and 94 due to the biasing action of spring 100. 
As additional cards are added and the members 86 and 92 
are forced apart to accommodate them, spindle circum 
ference as regards the diameter of hole 32 in card 30 does 
not change and the cards ?t snugly ‘whether disposed on 
spindle portion 90 or 96. 

Having now described my invention with reference to 
the embodiments illustrated in the drawings, I do not wish 
to be limited thereto, but what I desire to protect by Let 
ters Patent of the United States of America is set forth in 
the appended claim. 

I claim: 
In a card carrying and display device, in combination, a 

foldable cover member having a back portion and a front 
portion, a spindle connected to said back portion at one 
end and projecting therefrom, a snap fastener connected to 
the other end of said spindle, a sliding member disposed 
on said spindle, biasing means disposed between said 
sliding member and said ‘back portion of said ‘cover mem 
ber for urging said sliding member toward said snap 
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fastener on said spindle, and a mating snap fastener con- 25 
nested .to said front portion of said cover member and 

6 
adapted to re-leasably engage with said snap fastener on 
said spindle when said cover member is folded. 
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