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This invention relates to index tab holders and more 
particularly to index tab holders especially adapted to be 
attached to hanging folders. 

This application is a continuation of my copending 
application Serial No. 47,759, ?led August 5, 1960, now 
abandoned, entitled “Index Tab Holder.” 

Heretofore, various types of index tab holders have 
been devised for use with hanging-type folders. In re 
cent years, these index tab holders have taken on similar 
forms, each type generally being made of plastic in one 
piece and including opposed legs which straddle and 
frictionally grip the top edge of a hanging folder. The 
primary advantage of these recent forms is that they 
are relatively cheap and also that they can be made out 
of transparent plastic, thereby permitting the index tab 
to be inserted therein for proper display. Unfortunately, 
they also fail to meet other requirements. 

In some cases they are too easily removed. In other 
cases they are too difficult to apply. For example, there 
is one form of index tab holder having a groove in one 
leg and a rib and ‘a hooked portion as part of the other 
leg. The groove and rib are intended to be complemented 
by a rib and depression, respectively, formed in the op 
posite halves of an edge reinforcing strip; the hooked 
portion is intended to grip the bottom edge of that half 
of the reinforcing strip having the depression. This form 
of index tab holder is di?icult to insert in place due to 
the close proximity of the two legs in the region of the 
groove and rib, the close spacing being necessary in order 
to assure proper frictional contact with the rib‘ and de 
pression of the reinforcing strip. Increasing the spacing 
between the two legs so as to make'it easier to 'slip the 
holder readily in place is done at the expense of a poorer 
locking action. The latter is even more objectionable 

, since it results in accidental loss of tab holders from 
folders, a situation which defeats the purpose of a tab 
holder, namely, to identify a ?le and/ or its contents. 

Accordingly, the primary object of the present invention 
is to provide a new tab holder for hanging ?les which 
is relatively easy to apply but relatively di?icult to pull 
off of a hanging ?le folder. 
A more speci?c object of the present invention is to 

provide an index tab holder for hanging folders which 
is easily slipped onto a reinforced edge of the folder 
but can be removed readily only by sliding it sidewise 
along said reinforced edge. 

Other objects and many of the attendant advantages of 
the present invention will become more apparent from 
the following speci?cation when considered together with 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a hanging ?le 
folder having a reinforced edge on which is mounted an 
index tab holder embodying the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view taken along line 
2-—2 of FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of a section of 
tab stock constructed in "accordance With the present in 
vention. 

Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1 and 2, the present invention 
is particularly adapted for use with a hanging folder 
2 which is formed of paper stock and comprises a front 
half 4 and a rear half 6 which are joined at a fold line 
8. The top edges of the front and rear halves of the 
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folder are reinforced by reinforcing strips 10 and 12, re 
spectively, which are identical in construction and orien 
tation. As seen best in FIG. 2, the metal reinforcing 
strips are formed from a single piece of stock and are 
bent along an intermediate line down over the top edge 
of one of the halves of the folder, thereby forming front 
and back portions 16 and 18, respectively. These front 
and back portions 16 and 18 are deformed at spaced 
portions to form complementary ribs 20 and grooves 
22, respectively. It is to be observed that the function 
of these ribs and grooves is to effectively lock the rein 
forcing metal strips to the edges of the hanging folder. 
Applicant makes no claim to the foregoing construction, 
this form of reinforcing metal strip being old, as. illus 
trated in US. Patent No. 2,910,985, issued to G. K. 
Epstein et al. on November 3, 1959. 
The index tab holder which embodies the present inven 

tion is indicated generally at 28. As seen best in FIGS. 
2 and 3, the index tab holder comprises a top tab hold 
ing portion 30 and an edge mounting portion generally 
indicated at 32. The top mounting portion 30 may take 
one of several forms. In its illustrated form, the tab 
holding portion is inclined at an angle and comprises 
a front wall 34 formed integral with a rear wall 36. 
the two walls being joined so as to form a shape corre~ 
sponding to a ?attened cylinder. The edge mounting 
portion 32 comprises 'a top body portion 38 which is 
formed integral with the tab receiving portion 30, a front 
depending leg 40, and a rear depending leg 42. The 
two legs 40 and 42 converge slightly towards each other, 
with the forward leg being substantially ?atter than 
the rear leg. The forward leg 40 hangs down lower 
than the rear leg 42 and is formed at its bottom edge 
with an upturned lip 44. Preferably, lip 44 tapers 
towards its edge as shown in FIG. 2. The rear leg 42 
also has a ?ange or lip 46 at its bottom end. Flange 46 
is upturned so as to have an inclined bottom surface 
46a as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. The upturned ?ange 
46, like the upturned ?ange 44, functions as a detent, 
and, accordingly, may also be referred to as a detent 
portion. As observed in FIG. 2, the edge of the ?ange 
44 on the front leg and the edge of the ?ange 46 termi 
nate substantially in a common plane which is substan 
tially parallel to the plane of the front half of the hang 
ing folder. Accordingly, when the tab holder is snapped 
over the reinforcing strip, the two legs must be forced 
apart. The inclined bottom surface 46a on the ?ange 
46 facilitates insertion of the reinforcing strip, acting 
as a lead-in guide for the strip as it forces the two legs’ 
apart. As seen in FIG. 2, the lengths of legs 40 and 42 
are such that ?ange 44 can slip just below the bottom 
edge of the front portion 16 of the reinforcing strip 
while at the same time ?ange 46 will ?t in a groove 
22 formed in the reinforcing strip. 
Due to the vertical distance between the bottom ends 

of legs 40 and 42 and the angle of ?ange 46, the rein 
forcing strip is easily slipped into place between the 
two legs. The latter readily separate to accommodate 
the reinforcing strip, and the ?ange 44 easily slips over 
the rib 20 and under the bottom edge of the front por 
tion of the reinforcing strip. Similarly, the ?ange 46 
easily slips onto the corresponding groove 22. Thus, in 
sertion is a simple matter. 
On the other hand, any attempt to pull the index tab 

holder off of the reinforcing strip meets with substantial 
opposition due to the engagement of ?ange 44 with the 
bottom edge of the front portion 16 of the reinforcing 
strip.‘ Trying to pull the tab holder off is very difficult 
without mechanically separating the two legs 40 and 42. 
Since this calls for some form of instrument (the ?ngers 
of one’s hand being too large), it is for all intents and 
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purposes an impractical and frustrating manner of re 
moving the index tab holder. On the other hand, neither 
grooves 22 nor the bottom edge of the front portion 16 
of the reinforcing strip prevent the index tab holder from 
being moved longitudinally along the reinforcing strip. 
In fact, this motion is equite easily produced. In this 
connection, it is to be observed that the grooves 22 are 
shallower at their ends, thereby permitting the ?ange 
46 to ride out of a groove 22. Accordingly, removal of 
the index tab holder is easily accomplished by sliding it 
sidewise of the reinforcing strip. 
The foregoing index strip holder has another major 

advantage in addition to relatively easy insertion and 
relatively difficult removal except by sidewise motion. 
The additional advantage is that it is far easier to produce, 
requiring an extrusion mold which is far less complicated 
and, therefore, less expensive than molds required with 
prior snapltype index tab holders previously devised. In 
this connection, it is to be observed that these index tab 
holders are made in a long strip which is extruded from 
an extruding machine. The long strip is then cut into 
sections, each section forming an index tab holder. An 
advantage of this type of operation is that the index tab 
holder may be manufactured in assorted lengths, depend 
ing upon the length desired to be cut. The index tab 
holders may also be produced in various colors with the 
colors acting as coding elements. 

It is an easy matter to tint a clear plastic such as 
polymethacrylate without unduly affecting its transparency 
so as to permit easy reading of an identi?cation tab 
inserted between the front and rear walls 34 and 36, re 
spectively, of the tab holding portion. 

Obviously, the invention as described and illustrated 
is susceptible to many modi?cations and variations which 
will naturally suggest themselves to one skilled in the art. 
Accordingly, this invention is to be considered as em 
bracing all such modi?cations and variations within the 
spirit and scope of the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination with a hanging ?le folder having on 

one straight edge portion thereof a U-shaped edge rein 
forcement member comprising front and rear depending 
portions with bottom edges extending lengthwise of said 
straight edge portion, said front and rear portions disposed 
on opposite sides of said edge portion with said bottom 
edges closely engaging said edge portion, said rear portion 
having an elongated groove extending parallel to said 
edge portion; an index tab holder, said tab holder being 
formed of resilient plastic and comprising a ?rst portion 
adapted to hold an index tab and a second integrally 
joined folder-mounting portion removably mounted on 
said reinforcement member, said folder-mounting por 
tion comprising a body portion and front and rear spaced 
legs integrally formed with and depending from said 
body portion, said front and rear legs extending down 
alongside said front and rear portions respectively of 
said reinforcement member with said front leg being sub 
stantially longer than said rear leg, said legs having sub- , 
stantially smooth uninterrupted surfaces confronting said ‘ 
front and rear portions with said front leg having a ?rst 
rearwardly-projecting ?ange formed at its lower edge and 
said rear leg having a second forwardly projecting ?ange 
formed at its lower edge, the vertical spacing between 
said ?anges being substantially greater than the minimum 
spacing between said second ?ange and the relatively 

‘ smooth confronting surface of said front leg when said 
index tab holder is detached from said folder, whereby 

. to facilitate insertion of said reinforcement member be 
tween said legs, said legs making a snap-?t connection with 

Z said reinforcement member with said ?rst ?ange underly 
ing and gripping the bottom edge of said front portion of 
said reinforcement member and said second ?ange dis 
posed in said groove in tight frictional engagement with 
said rear portion. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said legs have 
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a minimum spacing therebetween at the level of said 
second ?ange. 

3. A one-piece index tab holder for attachment to a 
?le folder having an edge reinforcement member pro 
vided with front and rear depending portions crimped 
tight against an edge of said folder with said rear portions 
having at least one elongated groove extending parallel 
to said folder edge, said tab holder being formed of a 
resilient plastic and comprising a top tab-holding portion 
and a bottom folder-mounting portion, said folder mount 
ing portion comprising ?rst and second spaced depending 
legs with relatively smooth uncorrugated confronting 
surfaces, said second leg being shorter than said ?rst leg, 
each of said legs having a ?ange along its bottom edge 
with each ?ange directed toward the other leg, said legs 
having a minimum spacing therebetween at the level of 
the ?ange of said second leg with the smallest vertical 
spacing between the ?rst leg ?ange and the second leg 
?ange being greater than said minimum spacing, said 
second leg ?ange having an inclined bottom surface 
with said minimum spacing being at the level of the upper 
edge of said bottom surface whereby said bottom surface 
can function as a guide to facilitate insertion of an edge 
reinforcement member between said legs so that said 
?rst and second leg ?anges will lockingly engage the 
bottom edge of the front portion and the groove in the 
rear portion respectively of said edge reinforcement 
member. 

4. A one-piece tab holder for snap-?t attachment to 
an edge reinforcement member of a hanging ?le folder 
where said member has ?rst and second depending por 
tions on opposite sides of an edge of said folder with 
said ?rst portion having an elongated rib and said second 
portion having an elongated groove extending parallel 
to said edge, said tab holder being formed of a resilient 
plastic material and comprising a top tab-holding portion 
and an integrally joined bottom edge reinforcement 
mounting portion, said reinforcement-mounting portion 
comprising ?rst and second spaced legs converging down 
ward away from said tab-holding portion with said ?rst 
leg longer than said second leg, said legs having relatively 
smooth confronting surfaces each presenting an unin-l 
terrupted contour with said ?rst leg having a ?rst ?ange 
at the lower edge of its confronting surface and said 
second leg having a second ?ange at the lower edge of 
its confronting surface, said legs having a minimum spac 
ing therebetween at the level of said second ?ange with 
the smallest vertical spacing between said ?rst ?ange 
and said second ?ange being greater than said minimum 
spacing between said legs, whereby to facilitate insertion 
of said reinforcement member between said legs so that 
said ?rst ?ange on said ?rst leg will underlie and ?rmly 
lock against the bottom edge of said ?rst portion and said 
second ?ange on said second leg will ?t in said groove in 
?rm engagement with said second portion. 

5. In combination with a hanging ?le folder having a 
' top edge portion with a U-shaped reinforcement member 

60 

thereon, said top edge portion comprising a straight edge, 
said reinforcement member comprising ?rst and second 
parallel portions each terminating in a straight bottom 
edge extending parallel to said straight edge, said top 
edge portion disposed between and interlocked with said 
?rst and second portions with said each bottom edge 
closely engaging said top edge portion, said second portion 
having an elongated groove therein extending parallel to 
said each bottom edge; an index tab holder, said tab holder 
being formed of a resilient plastic and comprising a top 
tab-holding portion and a bottom integrally joined 
folder-mounting portion removably mounted on said re 
inforcement member, said folder-mounting portion com 
prising a body portion and ?rst and second spaced legs 
integrally formed with and depending from said body 
portion, said ?rst and second legs extending down along 
side said ?rst and second portions respectively with said 
first leg terminating below the bottom edge of said ?rst 
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portion and said second leg terminating at substantially 
the level of said groove, said legs having substantially 
smooth surfaces confronting said ?rst and second portions 
with said ?rst leg having a ?rst ?ange formed at its lower 
edge projecting toward said second leg and said second 
leg having a second ?ange formed at its lower edge pro 
jecting toward said ?rst leg, the vertical spacing between 
said ?anges being substantially greater than the minimum 
spacing between said second ?ange and the confronting 
surface of said ?rst leg when said index .tab holder is 
detached from said folder, whereby to facilitate insertion 
of said reinforcement member between said legs, said legs 
making a snap ?t connection with said reinforcement 
member with said ?rst ?ange underlying and gripping 
the bottom edge of said ?rst portion and said second ?ange 
disposed in said groove in tight frictional engagement 
with said second portion. 
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6. The combination of claim 5 wherein said second 

?ange has an inclined bottom surface with said minimum 
spacing being at the level of the upper edge of said bottom 
surface. 
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