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This invention relates, in general, to a trim member 
for openings in‘a wall of a building structure. It relates, 
more speci?cally, to a novel, prefabricated trim member 
for a wall opening incorporating a plastering bead and a 
sealing web for contacting a closure structure positioned 
in the opening and forming a ?nished juncture and seal 
therewith. 

In the construction of buildings of conventional form 
having a number of openings formed in the walls for 
windows and doors, it is necessary to provide a trim about 
the openings which heretofore has consisted of either 
plaster or fabricated wood or metal structures. Where 
plaster is utilized for this purpose, a metal bead strip must 
be attached to the corners ‘of the opening adjacent the 
inner wall surface of the building to provide a smooth 
juncture for the adjoining plaster surfaces. Application 
of plaster to the opening surfaces intermediate the interior 
and exterior wall sheathings is a di?icult operation due 
to the limited space and thus requires a highly skilled 
workman. It is also necessary to provide some means 
of sealing the windows to the walls of the building at their 
adjoining edges. Effectively sealing the window and wall 
while simultaneously forming a smooth joint with the 
plastered surface is extremely di?icult and is an un 
economical, time-consuming operation when utilizing a 
plaster trim in accordance with prior practice. Utiliza 
tion of fabricated wood or metal structures at a window 
opening, while providing a suitable ?nished appearance, 
is also relatively costly as the structures require a con 
siderable amount of labor in their fabrication. 

It is, therefore, the primary object of this invention to 
provide a trim member for wall openings in a building 
structure which may be prefabricated for convenient, 
economic installation. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a trim 
member for wall openings in a building structure which 
provides a ?nished facing for the opening and a sealing 
web for engaging a window or other closure structure 
positioned in the opening and forming a seal therewith, 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a trim 
member for wall openings in a building structure which 
provides a ?nished facing for the opening and a plastering 
bead at the juncture of the opening surface and adjoining 
wall area. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide a 
trim member for wall openings in a building structure 
which provides a ?nished facing for the opening surface 
and a resilient, ?exible seal with a window or other clo 
sure structure positioned in the opening and forms a 
?nished juncture therewith. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a pre 
fabricated trim member for Wall openings in a building 
structure which may be readily and economically fabri 
cated as an extruded plastic material having a plaster 
simulating appearance. 

These and ‘other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will be readily apparent from the following 
detailed description thereof and the accompanying draw 
ing. 

In the drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is an interior elevational view of a building 

wall having a window opening provided with trim mem 
bers formed in accordance with this invention. 
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FIGURE 2 is an enlarged horizontal sectional view 

taken along line 2—2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary perspective view 

‘of the lower left corner of the window opening showing 
the application of a plaster wall ?nish in conjunction with 
the trim members of this invention. 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged perspective view of a corner 

clip for concealing the juncture of two abutting trim 
members. 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged perspective view of a por 

tion of a trim member. 
Having reference to the drawing, the application and 

utilization of the trim member of this invention is illus 
trated in conjunction with a window opening formed in 
the Wall of a typical building structure. A wall of con 
ventional wood frame construction is shown although it 
is to be understood that the trim members may also be 
applied to other conventional wall constructions. The 
window opening is formed in the wall and includes a verti 
cally disposed, rigid framing member or stud 10 at each 
side of the opening. The opening is also provided with 
the usual horizontally disposed rigid framing members at 
the top and bottom of the opening (not shown) and which 
are rigidly connected to the studs 10. Attached to the 
exterior of the wall framing members is a sub-sheathing 
11 which may be of the insulating wallboard type, if 
desired, and forms a smooth, substantially weathertight 
backing for the exterior siding materials. An interior 
wallboard, drywall, or sub-sheathing 12 is applied to the 
interior of the wall framing members thus providing a 
base to which may be applied a plaster ?nish 13 of the 
usual form or, in the case of drywall, a plaster-like ma 
terial known as spackling. 
A window 14 is disposed in the opening and supported 

in ?xed relationship thereto by fastening a rigid peripheral 
frame 15 thereof to the studs 10 and horizontal frame 
members. The window 14 illustrated is of the ?xed or 
non-opening type in which the several lights 16 are sup 
ported by the frame 15. Other types of window struc 
tures may also be installed provided such structures in— 
clude a rigid, peripheral frame. The peripheral frame 
15 includes a laterally-projecting ?ange 17 adapted to 
overlie the exterior sub-sheathing 11 and the window 
opening framing members in a manner similar to the 
stud 10. Nails 18 may be driven through the ?ange 17 
and the underlying marginal edge portion of the sub 
she'athing 11 into the studs 10 and other framing mem 
bers to rigidly fasten the window in position. 

The window 14 does not occupy the entire space within 
the opening leaving portions of the window opening 
framing members exposed. In accordance with this in 
vention, a trim member 20 is provided which is applied 
to the opening to ?nish the appearance of the opening be 
tween the window and the interior sheathing 12 and as 
sociated plaster ?nish 13. The trim member 20 also 
provides a plastering head at the interior edge of the 
window opening as well as provides a weather seal in 
cooperation with the window 14. 
The trim member 20 is formed in elongated strips 

which are cut to the desired length and secured to the 
‘ respective frame members of window opening. Each 
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trim member includes a facing web 21, a nailing ?ange 22 
and a sealing web 23. Preferably, the trim member is a 
rigid structure formed from a suitable thermosetting 
synthetic resin by an extrusion process to provide an 
integral one-piece structure although other materials, such 
as metal, may be utilized. The facing web 21 is of elon 
gated, ?at form “and of a width to extend substantially 
between the exposed surface of the interior wall sub 
sheathing and its associated plaster facing 13 and the frame 
15 of the window. Preferably, the facing web 21 is 
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formed with a plasterasimulating surface appearance to 
further economize in the building construction. 
Formed with the facing web 21 along one longitudinal 

marginal edge portion thereof is the nailing ?ange 22. 
The nailing ?ange 22 is substantially orthogonally dis 
posed to the facing web 21 and projects a distance suffi 
cient to overlie the interior sub-sheathing 12 and stud 10 
or other wall framing member. The thickness of the 
nailing ?ange 22 is substantially less than that of the 
plaster ‘?nish 13 to be applied to the interior wall surface 
to permit coverage of the nailing ?ange with plaster, 
also. A plastering bead 24 is formed at the juncture 
of the facing web '21 and the nailing ?ange 22 to provide 
a customary termination for the plaster ?nish 13. The 
plastering bead 24 is an extension of the facing web 21 
and projects a distance from the surface of the nailing 
?ange substantially equal to the thickness of the plaster 
?nish 13 to ‘be applied to the nailing ?ange. A multi 
plicity of apertures 25 are formed in the nailing ?ange 
22 facilitating adhesion of the plaster to the nailing ?ange 
and to provide spaces through which suitable fastening 
means, nails 26, for example, may extend into the interior 
sub-sheathing 2 and the underlying stud 10 or other wall 
framing member. In the present embodiment, a double 
row of apertures 25 are formed in the nailing ?ange with 
the apertures in the rows longitudinally staggered. 
Formed with the facing web 21 along the opposite longi— 

tudinal edge 21a is the sealing web 23. The sealing web 
23 is an elongated, planar body having spaced parallel, 
longitudinal edge portions 27 and 28. The sealing web 
23 is joined to the facing web 21 by a resiliently ?exible 
web portion 29 which is of an arcuately curved channel 
shape and integrally formed with the facing web and the 
sealing web and interconnecting their adjacent longitu 
dinal edge portions 21a and 27, respectively. The chan 
nel formed by the ?exible web portion 29 is open to the 
exposed surfaces of the facing web 21 and the sealing 
web 23 with the opening being restricted or of a width 
slightly less than the width of the interior of the channel 
for purposes which shall be subsequently explained in 
detail. To provide the necessary ?exibility of the sealing 
web 23 relative to the facing web 21, the ?exible web 
portion 29 is formed with a substantially reduced cross 
sectional area relative to the sealing web and facing web, 
as is best shown in FIGS. 2 and 5. Thus, the Web 23 may 
be ?exed about the facing web edge portion 21a with 
distortion occurring only in the ?exible web portion 29. 
In the present embodiment, the sealing web 23 is nor 
mally disposed at an angle relative to the facing web 21 
with the webs being spaced apart a distance laterally. 
With this con?guration, as indicated in FIG. 2, only the 
edge portion 28 of the sealing web which is furtherest 
from the facing web 21 engages the window frame 15 and 
forms a seal therewith. Maintenance of a sealing con 
tact between the window frame 15 and the sealing web 
23 is assured through the inherent resiliency of the mate 
rial from which the trim member 24} is formed and, in 
particular, that of the ?exible web portion 29. 

Application or utilization of the trim member 20 of 
this invention is a relatively simple operation requiring 
only that a trim member ‘be cut to a length to ?t the par 
ticular window opening and nailed in position. Referring 
to FIG. 1, it will be noted that each trim member is sub 
stantially equal in length to the portion of the respective 
wall framing member forming the opening and to which 
it will be attached. Attachment of a trim member to a 
wall framing member is typi?ed in FIG. 2 which illus 
trates the vertical stud '10‘ supporting a trim member. 
The trim member 20, after being ?rst cut to length, is 
positioned in the window opening with the facing web 21 
parallel to the stud 10. The nailing ?ange 22 will thus 
overlie the interior wall sub-sheathing 12. Since the 
flexible web portion 29 also projects a distance from the 
rear surface of the facing web 21, the facing web must 
be supported and maintained in ?xed, spaced relationship 
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to the vertical stud 10. This is readily accomplished by 
positioning a ?at sheet of wall'board cut to an appropriate 
size and shape as a spacer block 30 between the trim 
member 20' and stud 10‘ as indicated in FIG. 2. The 
spacer block 30 is rigidly attached to the stud 10 by suit 
able fastening means as by nails 31, for example. After 
thus positioning the trim member 20, nails 26 are driven 
through some of the apertures 25 and underlying sub 
sheathing 12 into the stud 10. The sealing web 23 will 
project toward the window 14 with the longitudinal edge 
28 contacting a surface of the frame 15. For this pur 
pose, the window frame 15 is constructed with a surface 
which will'be disposed in spaced parallel relationship to 
an opposed surface of the stud 10 when the window is 
positioned in the window opening. Other portions of 
the window frame 15 that also cooperatively engage the 
sealing web 23 of the respective trim member are similarly 
formed with a surface spaced from the associated wall 
framing member. 
The maximum desired spacing between the opposed 

surfaces of the frame 15 and the stud 10 is such that 
the sealing web 23 will be engaged ‘by the frame and dis 
torted from its normal position through the ?exible web 
portion 29. Continued contact of the sealing web 23 
with the frame 15 will thus be maintained by the re 
siliency of the ?exible web portion 29 providing a ?nished 
appearance at their juncture. Should the relative spac 
ing between the frame 15 and the opposed surface of the 
stud 10 or other framing member be less than the in 
dicated maximum allowable, as will often be the case, 
the juncture between the frame and the sealing web 23 
will continue to present a ?nished appearance. In this 
instance, the sealing web 23 will be ?exed further but 
will remain in engagement with the frame 15. The par 
ticular mode of contact between the window frame 15 
and sealing web 23 may vary considerably depending on 
the relative positioning of the window frame and the 
framing members. For example, there may be an en 
gagement of surfaces where the sealing web 23 is ?exed 
to a position parallel to the opposed surface of the window 
frame 15 or the interior corner only of the window frame 
may contact the surface of the sealing web. A ?nished 
appearance will thus result irrespective of any misalign 
ment that may exist between the window frame and the 
framing members. Not only will variations occurring in 
the relative spacing of the window be readily accom 
modated but variations in alignment of the window with 
respect to the plane of the window opening or the wall 
will also be accommodated. The width of the sealing with 
23 accommodates the latter type of misalignment. 
The remaining trim members are applied to the win 

dow in a similar manner. In the drawing, a trim mem 
ber is also applied to the bottom horizontal framing mem 
‘ber of the window opening to form a sill although, as in 
the usual building constructions, a marble or wood sill 
may be provided. For an installation utilizing a marble 
or wood sill, the illustrated construction would be modi 
?ed to accommodate a sill of this type with the lower 
ends of each vertical trim member abutting the upper 
surface of the sill. 
Upon completion of the installation of the trim mem 

bers 2f}, the plaster ?nish 13 may be applied to the in 
terior sub-sheating 12. The plaster is run over the nailing 
?ange 22 terminating at the plastering bead 24. As will 
be noted in the drawing, the trim members 20 form a 
continuation of the plaster ?nish 13 and provide the 
finish construction for the window opening. If desired, 
trim members may also be painted similar to the plaster 
?nish 13 to complete the interior decoration. 
The irregular structure of the trim member at the junc 

ture of facing web 21 and the sealing web 23 makes cut 
ting of the trim to the desired length, at best, a di?icult 
operation. To obviate the unsightly appearance which 
may result at the juncture of two abutting trim members, 
there is provided a corner clip 32 which conceals the 
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marginal end portions of the sealing webs 23 and the 
?exible web portions 29. Referring to FIG. 4, the clip 
32 comprises a right angle member formed with orthog 
onally disposed ?anges 33 and 34. Extending along 
one edge of the ?ange 33 and integrally formed there 
with is an enlarged cylindrical section or head 35. The 
bead 35 is shaped similar to the channel-form cross-sec 
tional shape of the ?exible web portion 29 and is of a 
diameter greater than the width of the restricted opening 
to the interior thereof but capable of being pressed or 
otherwise forced into the channel-form interior. How 
ever, the interrelationship of the bead 35 and the ?exible 
web portion 29 is such that relative longitudinal move 
ment between the two components will not be unduly re 
stricted and the sealing web 23 will continue to engage 
the window frame 15. Any suitable material may be 
utilized in the fabrication of the clips 32, such as a thermo 
setting synthetic resin for example, which will form a 
rigid structure. 
The cilps 32 are installed after the trim members 20 

have been mounted in the window opening as previously 
described. Installation is a simple operation requiring 
only that the clips 32 be positioned adjacent their respec 
tive comers and the beads 35 pressed or forced into the 
channel-form interiors of their respective ?exible web 
portions 29 until seated therein. The ?exible web por 
tion 29 will readily distort to permit entrance of the bead 
35 through the restricted opening. When thus installed, 
the ?anges 34 of the clips will extend over the surface 
of the sealing webs 23 terminating adjacent the window 
frame 15. Preferably, the ?anges 33 and 34 are appropri 
ately proportioned relative to the sealing web 23 and 
?exible web portion 29 so as to closely inter?t therewith 
providing a neat appearance. 
The construction and application of the novel trim 

member of this invention has been clearly explained in 
detail in conjunction with a window opening in a typical 
wall construction and it is readily apparent that the trim 
member may be utilized with other types of Wall construc 
tion. Also, the trim members may be utilized in ?nish 
ing other openings that may be formed in a building wall 
which are provided with closure structures having rigid 
peripheral frames. 

It is readily apparent that the trim member of this 
invention provides a conveniently installed facing for 
?nishing the exposed surfaces of an opening in the wall 
of a building construction. The trim member eliminates 
the costly operation of plastering or otherwise ?nishing 
the exposed surfaces of a wall opening thereby effecting 
further economy of building construction. Formation of 
a sealing web with the trim member advantageously pro 
vides a weather seal with the closure member of the open 
ing as well as a ?nished appearance. Utilization of the 
trim member eliminates costly fabrication and installa 
tion operations heretofore required in the construction of 
buildings. 

According to the provisions of the patent statutes, the 
principles of this invention have been explained and have 
been illustrated and described in what is now considered 
to represent the best embodiment. However, it is to be 
understood that, within the scope of the appended claims, 
the invention may be practiced otherwise than as spe 
ci?cally illustrated and described. 
Having thus described this invention, what is claimed is: 
1. A trim member for an opening in a wall having ver 
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tical and horizontal framing members adapted to receive 
a rigidly framed closure structure therein in ?xed relation 
ship comprising an elongated, ?at-surfaced facing web, 
a nailing ?ange formed along a longitudinal edge of said 
facing web with a plastering bead formed at the juncture 
thereof, said nailing ?ange extending laterally from said 
facing web and adapted to overlie a plaster-receiving sur 
face of a wall, and a planar sealing web extending longi 
tudinally of said facing web along the edge thereof op 
posite to said nailing ?ange adapted to engage a surface 
of the closure structure, said sealing web being attached 
to said facing web by an intermediate resilient ?exible 
web portion permitting ?exing movement of said sealing 
web about the longitudinal edge of said facing web. 

2. A trim member according to claim 1 wherein said 
resilient ?exible web portion is of elongated channel-form 
integrally formed with said facing web and said sealing 
web along the respective longitudinal edges thereof. 

3. A trim member according to claim 2 wherein said 
?exible web portion is formed with a wall thickness sub 
stantially less than the thickness of said facing web. 

4. In combination; a trim member for a wall opening 
provided with circumscribing rigid framing members and 
adapted to receive therein in ?xed relationship a rigidly 
framed closure structure comprising an elongated, planar 
facing web adapted to be disposed in the wall opening 
adjacent a framing member thereof, a nailing ?ange 
formed along and coextensive with a longitudinal mar~ 
ginal edge portion of said facing web, said nailing ?ange 
projecting a distance laterally from said facing web to 
overlie a plaster-receiving surface of the wall and being 
rigidly attachable thereto by fastening means, a plaster— 
ing bead formed along the longitudinal edge of said fac 
ing web and which projects a distance from the juncture 
therewith of said nailing ?ange, an elongated, planar seal 
ing web extending longitudinally relative to said facing 
web adjacent an opposite longitudinal edge thereof for 
engaging a surface of the closure structure, and a resilient 
?exible web portion coextensive with said facing web and 
said sealing web and connected to the adjacent edges 
thereof permitting ?exing movement of said sealing web 
about the longitudinal edge of said facing web; and a 
clip member engaged with two adjacently disposed, 
abutting trim members for concealing exposed marginal 
end portions of said sealing web and said ?exible web 
portion. 

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein said ?exible 
web portion is of arcuately-curved channel form having 
a restricted opening and said clip member is formed with 
a pair of elongated, angularly disposed ?anges having an 
enlarged bead formed along a longitudinal edge of one 
of said ?anges, said bead being adapted to be received 
within the channel of said ?exible web portion in inter 
locking relationship through the restricted opening thereto. 

References Cited by the Examiner 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
1,994,976 3/1935 \Vread ____________ __ 52--213 

2,395,673 2/ 1946 Krantz ____________ __ l89—76 
2,454,523 11/ 1948 Philip _____________ -_ 52—255 
2,581,750 l/l952 Bursik ____________ __ 189-36 

RICHARD W. COOKE, IR., Primary Examiner. 

J. L. RIDGILL, Assistant Examiner. 


