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Filed Dec. 19, 1962, Ser. No. 245,915 
31 Claims. (Cl. 46—16) 

This invention relates to display or toy apparatus which 
may be used for a variety of purposes. 
An object of this invention is the provision of a new 

article of manufacture usable as a toy or as a display 
device for games, advertising or indicating purposes and 
the like. 
A more speci?c object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a new article of manufacture employing a plu 
rality of separate and stackable members, at least some 
of which are adapted to provide a signal such as a ?ash 
ing light. 

Other objects and advantages reside in the construction 
of parts, the combination thereof, the method of manu 
facture and the mode of operation, as will become more 
apparent from the following description. 

Referring to the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a presently pre 

ferred embodiment of this invention, showing a plurality 
of stackable members mounted on a base member. Some 
of the stackable members include signal devices adapted 
to be energized in a manner to be described below. 
FIGURE 2 is an exploded perspective view, with por 

tions broken away, of one of the stackable members of 
FIGURE 1, disclosing it to be in the form of an or 
dinary hollow play building block. 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view, with portions broken 

away, of another stackable member of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view, with portions broken 

away, of the base member of FIGURE 1 showing a lid 
portion thereof in a different position. 
FIGURE 5 is a schematic wiring diagram of a circuit 

usable in the assembly of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 6 is a schematic wiring diagram of a modi 

?ed circuit usable in the assembly of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 7 is a cross-sectional view of the base mem 

ber of FIGURE 1, taken along line 7--7 thereof. 
FIGURE 8 is a perspective view of apparatus made in 

accordance with this invention showing an alternative 
construction of the base member. 
FIGURE 9 is a schematic wiring diagram of an elec— 

trical circuit usable with the assembly of FIGURE 8. 
FIGURE 10 is a perspective view of apparatus made‘ 

in accordance with this invention showing still another 
modi?cation of the base member and schematically illus 
trating yet another electrical circuit in accordance with 
this invention. 
FIGURE 11 is a side elevational View, with portions‘ 

shown in cross-section, of another modi?cation of a stack 
able member made in accordance with this invention. 
FIGURE 12 is a perspective View, with portions broken 

away, of still another form of stackable member. 
FIGURE 13 is a perspective view of still another modi 

?ed form of a stackable member made in accordance with 
this invention. 
FIGURE 14 is a perspective view of yet a further modi 

?ed form of stackable member made in accordance with 
this invention. ' 

FIGURE 15 is a schematic plan view showing a stack 
able member of the type shown in FIGURE 14 mounted 
on a base member. 

Referring to FIGURES 1 through 4 and 7, apparatus 
made in accordance with this invention includes a base 
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member, generally designated 20, shown as comprising a 
hollow box having a generally rectangular base 22 and a 
pair of opposed, parallel and vertical side walls 24 and 
opposed, vertical and parallel end walls 26. The base 
member 20 also includes a lid member 28 connected 
along one edge thereof to one of the side walls 24 as by 
a hinge 30. The lid 28 normally occupies the generally 
horizontal position shown in FIGURES 1 and 7 and is 
held in such position as by a friction clasp which may 
include a spring clip 32 connected to the side edge of the 
lid member 28 opposite the hinge 30 and a bead 34 
mounted on the adjacent side wall 24. 
The base member 20 may serve as a housing for a 

plurality of batteries 36 mounted within a battery holder 
38 and connected by lead wires 40 and 42 to the hinge 
30 and bead 34, respectively. As apparent from an in 
spection of FIGURE 4, the bead 34 is electrically con 
nected in series relation to the hinge 30 with the four 
batteries 36 illustrated therein connected in series there 
between. The spring clip 32 is in turn electrically con 
nected to a conductive strip or bus bar 50 extending lon 
gitudinally ‘along the top of the adjacent edge of the 
lid member 28. The hinge 30 is similarly connected to, 
or provides, a conductive strip or bus bar 52 which ex 
tends longitudinally along the opposed top edge of the 
lid member 28. As shown best in FIGURE 1, a plurality 
of alternate, parallel contact strips 54 and 56 extend 
transversely across substantially the entire width of the 
lid member 28, the transverse contact strips 54 being 
connected in mutually parallel relation to the bus bar 
50 and the strips 56 being similarly connected to the 
bus bar 52. 
The electrical circuit described immediately above is 

schematically illustrated in FIGURE 5. It will be noted 
that the circuit ordinarily is an open circuit, there being 
no electrical connection between the alternate strips 54 
and the strips 56. When the switch 32, 34 is closed, 
each of the strips 54 is of a positive polarity while the 
strips 56 are of negative polarity. Of course, the polar 
ity of the strips 54 and 56 could be reversed without 
affecting the operation of the apparatus described herein. 
The array of contact strips 54 and 56 is designed to pro 
vide a plurality of electrically parallel circuits between 
the two lead wires 40 and 42 and to support a plurality 
of electrical load devices made in accordance with this 
invention, which will now be described in detail. 

Referring to FIGURES 1, 2 and 3, the electrical load 
devices are disclosed herein as comprising separate, stack 
able conductor carrying members, generally designated 
60 and 62. Referring especially to FIGURE 3, a con 
ductor carrying member 60 may comprise a hollow 
cubical play building block or the like, having a pair of 
parallel spaced conductive strips 64 af?xed thereto along 
opposed edges of the periphery thereof. Each member 
60 is, for convenience, designated a carrier block herein 
and, if desired, may have a suitable non-electrical indi 
cator enclosed therein, such as a bell 66. For reasons 
to be described below, the conductive strips 64 on each 
of the carrier blocks 60 are separated by a spacing sub 
stantially equal to the spacing between a pair of adjacent 
strips 54 and 56. 
The conductor carrying members 62 are similar to 

the carrier blocks 60 and are termed signal blocks herein 
since they carry a suitable electrical signal device. The 
presently preferred signal device comprises an intermit 
tently ?ashing or blinking incandescent lamp. However, 
it will be apparent that other signal devices, such as 
electrically energized bells or buzzers, could be adapted 
to serve as signals. The signal blocks 62 again have 
parallel pairs of spaced conductive strips, designated 68, 
af?xed thereto along the edges of its periphery. As 
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shown in FIGURE 2, an incandescent lamp or light 
bulb 70 may be af?xed to one side of the signal block 62 
and electrically connected, as by conductive paint lines 
72, to conductive strips 68a wrapped around the edges 
of said one side of the block 62. This side of the 
block 62 is termed a “base” and designated 62:: herein. 
When the block 62 shown in FIGURE 2 is assembled, 
the exposed portions of the strips 68a serve as part 
of the strips 68. To insure contact between the ex 
posed portions of the strips 68a and the remaining por 
tions of the strips 68 extending around the block 62, 
the latter strip portions are turned upwardly, as indi 
cated at 68b, into the interior of the block 62. The 
lamp 713 may be partially supported by a support mem 
ber 74 so that, when energized, no bright spot is visible 
from the base of the block. Desirably, the lamp 70 
is cemented to the base 62a, as indicated at 76, so that 
the assembled block 62 may safely be oriented with 
any of its faces projecting upwardly. 

Referring to FIGURE 1, the carrier blocks 60 and 
signal blocks 62 are shown stacked upon the base 20 
with the strips 64 and 68 of the lowermost blocks 60 
and 62 aligned with adjacent strips 54 and 56. The 
lamp 70 and conductive lines 72 in a block 62, when 
placed upon the strips 54 and 56, complete a circuit 
therebetween, causing the lamp '70 to be energized. The 
carrier blocks 60 ordinarily do not complete a circuit 
between adjacent strips 54 and 56 because the conduc 
tive strips 64 thereon are not electrically connected to 
one another. However, the conductive strips 64 of the 
carrier blocks 60 can be used to complete a circuit if 
a signal block 62 is placed thereon. Thus, as shown 
in FIGURE 1, the conductive strips, designated 64a, of 
the lowermost carrier block 60 are aligned with a pair 
of contact strips 54 and 56. The conductive strips, desig~ - 
nated 64b and 64c of the two carrier blocks 60 stacked 
upon the lowermost level of blocks 60 and 62 are 
aligned in contact with the strips 64a. The uppermost 
signal block 62 shown in FIGURE 1 is mounted upon 
the two upper carrier blocks 60 with its strips 68 aligned 
with the strips 64b and 64c. Accordingly, a circuit is 
completed between the strips 68 in the uppermost sig 
nal block 62, which circuit includes one of the strips 
54, one of the strips 64a, the strip 64c, and one of the 
strips 68, the lamp (not shown) enclosed in the upper 
most signal block 62, the other strips 68, the strip 64b 
and the other of the strips 64a and ?nally the contact 
strip 56. Thus, when the uppermost signal block 62 
shown in FIGURE 1 is positioned as shown, the lamp 
therein is energized. Of course, the blocks 60 and 62 
could be stacked in a variety of patterns upon the base 
member 20. Since the signal blocks 62 carry ?ashing 
lamps, the effect resulting from an array of blocks stacked 
upon the base member 21} is unusually attractive and di 
verting. 
As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, a 

signal block 62 mounted upon one pair of adjacent strips 
54- and 56 will be connected electrically in parallel to 
a signal block 62 mounted upon an adjacent pair of 
strips 54 and 56. As the number of signal blocks 62 
so stacked upon the base 20 is increased, the current 
demand from the batteries 36 is increased, thereby lim 
iting their useful life. Similarly, a heavy current drain 
on the batteries 36 would be created if one of the blocks 
60 or 62 would be mounted upon the base 20 such that 
the conductive strips carried thereby extend transversely 
of the strips 54 and 56, causing a short circuit. To 
avoid draining the batteries under such circumstances, 
a current limiting alarm device may be incorporated 
within the circuit. Such a device is shown in the sche 
matic circuit represented in FIGURE 6, which is iden 
tical to that shown in FIGURE 5, except that an elec 
trically energized hell or buzzer 78 is included in the 
circuit in series relation between the positive terminal of 
the batteries 36 and the switch 32, 34. The bell 78 is 
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4 
not energized until a suf?ciently high current passes 
therethrough, such as would happen under the high cur 
rent conditions described above. Thus, the bell 78 
serves as an alarm indicative of high current. Bells 
of this type include interrupter switches so that, when 
energized, the circuit is intermittently opened. Accord 
ingly, in addition to serving as an alarm, the bell 78 
limits the current flow in the circuit. 
The invention described herein may take a variety of 

other forms, some of which are described below in con 
nection with FIGURES 8 through 15 of the drawings. 
Basically, it is contemplated that a plurality of stackable 
conductor carrying members be provided, some of which 
incorporate electrical signal devices, in connection with 
a suitable base member provided with contact strips con~ 
nected to an electrical energy source such that the con 
ductor carrying members may be stacked upon the base 
member to energize the signal devices. It will be ap 
preciated that the conductor carrying members, if in 
the form of play building blocks, can be stacked in 
the same variety of patterns and orientations as any 
ordinary play building blocks. Further, the conductor 
carrying members may not necessarily be in the form 
of building blocks, but may take a variety of other 
shapes and forms. For example, some of the conductor 
carrying members could be in the form of oblong paral 
lelepipeds rather than cubes. If the conductor carry 
ing members are made in shapes other than parallele 
pipeds, it may be desirable to have inter?tting portions 
thereon to enable them to be stacked upon one another. 
The spacing between the contact strips 54 and 56 and 
the location of the conductive strips on the conductor 
carrying members, of course, would be determined by 
the shape and size of the conductor carrying members 
to be used. 

Referring to FIGURES 8 and 9, an alternative base 
structure is disclosed which is generally designated as 
120. The base 120 in FIGURE 8 again is in the form 
of a box, which is large enough to hold the conductor 
carrying members and a battery housing, designated 138. 
In this case, the conductor carrying members are again 
shown in the form of hollow play building blocks and 
indicated by the same reference characters 60 and 62. 
The box 120 includes a lid 128 hinged to one side 124 
thereof by a pair of small hinges 130 and 132. The 
transverse contact strips, designated 154 and 156, are 
mounted on the underside of the lid 128. The batteries 
(not shown) enclosed within the housing 138 are elec 
trically connected to the hinges 130 and 132 by wires 
140 and 142, respectively. A longitudinal bus bar 150 
mounted on the underside of the lid 128 is in contact 
with a portion of the hinge 132, while a bus bar 152 
parallel to the bus bar 150 is electrically connected to 
the hinge 130. Both bus bars 150 and 152 are mounted 
on the lid 128 closely adjacent the hinges 130 and 132. 
Accordingly, both sets of strips 154 and 156, connected 
respectively to the bus bars 158 and 152, project across 
substantially the entire width of the lid 128. The strips 
154 pass over bus bar 152. To avoid electrical contact 
therebetween the strips 154 and the bar 152 are sepa 
rated by small insulating plates 158. 
The circuitry associated with the base 1120 in FIGURE 

8 is schematically shown in FIGURE 9. Note that it is 
electrically identical to the circuit shown in FIGURE 5, 
the only difference being that the strips 154 pass over 
the bus bars 152. The manner of using the structure of 
FIGURES 8 and 9 is substantially identical to the man 
ner in which the structure of FIGURES 1 through 5 
and 7 is used. Accordingly, no further description is 
believed necessary. Of course, if desired, a suitable cur 
rent limiter, such as the bell 78 shown in FIGURE 6, 
could be incorporated in the circuitry of FIGURE 9. 
FIGURE 10 discloses still another construction of a 

base member, generally designated 220, comprising a 
sheet of material 228 upon which alternate transverse c0n— 
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tact strips, designated 254 and 256, are mounted in the 
same array as the strips 154 and 156 described in rela 
tion to FIGURE 8. The strips 254 and 256 are con 
nected to longitudinally extending b-us bars 250 and 252, 
respectively, which are connected by wires 240 and 242 
to a transformer 245 which, in turn, is connected to a 
plug 246 adapted to be connected to ordinary house cur 
rent. The sheet 228 may be made from a suitable, ?ex 
ible material such as a fabric so that a large number of 
pairs of contact strips 254 and 256 may be associated 
therewith. The base member 220 of FIGURE 10 is 
adapted to receive carrier and signal blocks 60 and 62 
of the type described above. The arrangement shown in 
FIGURE 10 is presently preferred if the assembly is to 
be used for advertising purposes. Of course, in any 
of the embodiments described herein, the blocks 60 and 
62 may have .a variety of numbers, letters or other 
designs ‘on their faces. When using house current, a 
large number of blocks may be mounted upon the base 
member 220 and merchants or others may so arrange 
the blocks as to form words used in advertising their 
goods or services. Since the sheet 228 is ?exible, it may 
be folded for storage. 

If ?ashing or blinking lamps are used as the signal de 
vices to be incorporated within the signal blocks 62, it 
has been ‘found that three or :four ordinary ?ashlight 
batteries will be adequate over long periods of use, since 
?ashing or blinking lamps demand only a relatively 
small and intermittent current from the batteries. Flash 
ing or blinking lamps are commercially available which 
have an adequate useful life if the devices described here 
in are to be used ‘as a toy or game. Accordingly, no 
provision need be made for removal or replacement of 
the contents of blocks 62. If devices made in accordance 
with this invention are to be used for advertising or dis 
play purposes, the electrical circuit of FIGURE 10 
utilizing house current is preferred. The circuit of FIG 
URE 10 can be designed to handle a larger number of 
signal blocks 62 than could be handled by ordinary bat 
teries, and of course, there is no concern regarding bat 
tery life. Also, the signal blocks may be designed to 
enable easy replacement of the lamps. Such a signal 
block is shown in FIGURE 11 and is generally designated 
by reference character .162. The block 162 includes a re 
movable side face or base 162a, having a bulb socket 164 
integral therewith for receiving a replaceable lamp or 
light bulb 165. Mounted upon opposed sides of the base 
162a are a pair of spring clips 168 having curved upper 
end portions adapted to be snap ?t over beads ‘170 
formed on opposed, internal side faces of the block 162. 
The spring clips 168 are electrically connected, as by 
wires 172, to the socket 1164 ‘for engagement with the 
terminals of the lamp ‘165. The bases of the spring clips 
168 are also connected to electrically conductive strips 
166a wrapped around the base 162a, which, in turn, are 
adapted to engage electrically conductive strips 166 
wrapped around opposed side faces and the top of the 
block v162. In use, the base 1162a ordinarily will be snap 
fastened. to the remainder of the block ‘162. However, 
the lamp 165 can easily be replaced by removing the base 
162a. 
The conductive strips 64 and 68, as well as the conduc 

tive strips 166 described above, can comprise electrically 
conductive paint or, alternatively, ribbons of thin metal 
lic foil, which are cemented to the blocks 60, 62 and 
162, as indicated by the glue line ‘63 in FIGURE 3. At 
present, there are commercially available electrically con 
ductive adhesive tapes which also could serve as the con 
ductive strips used with the blocks 60, ‘62 and 162. The 
contact strips and bus bars described above could simi 
larly be applied to the base members 20, .120 and ‘220. 
As shown in FIGURE 12, the conductive strips as 

sociated with one of the conductor carrying members 
could also comprise relatively thick ribbons of spring 
metal. In FIGURE 12, a signal block, designated 262, 
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6 
having a snap ?t base 262a, provided with a bulb socket 
264 for retaining a lamp or light bulb 266 is illustrated. 
Four faces of the block 262 are grooved, as shown at 268, 
to receive spring metal ribbons 270. The ends of the 
ribbons 270 are bent upwardly as shown at 272 and in 
serted into slots 274 within the base 262a between spring 
clips formed by spring plates 276 and 278. The spring 
plates 278 may be connected by wires 280 to the socket 
264 in the usual fashion. As apparent, the ends 272 of 
the ribbons 270 normally are clamped between the spring 
plates 276 and 278. However, they may be snapped 
out of engagement .with the plates 276, ‘278 if it is de 
sired to replace the lamp 266. Again, a conductor carry 
ing block such as that shown in FIGURE 12 likely would 
be more useful where a more durable structure is de 
sired. 
Another signal block structure is shown in FIGURE 

13 and generally designated 362. A lamp 366 is sus 
pended centrally of the block 36-2 by a pair of wire ele 
ments 368 and ‘370 connected to the base of the lamp 
366. The free ends of the wires 368 and 370 are pro 
vided with enlarged heads 372 and .374, respectively, 
which are engaged within pads 376 and 37 8, respectively, 
located in diagonally opposed corners of the block 362. 
The pads 376 and ‘373 are electrically connected in any 
suitable fashion to spaced, parallel strips 380 and 382, 
respectively, which in this case are illustrated as being 
formed by electrically conductive paint applied to the ex 
posed ‘surfaces of the block 362. The wires 368 and 
370 :are attached to the terminal portions of the base of 
the lamp 366 to complete the circuit between the strips 
380 and 382. 
As already mentioned, the conductor carrying members 

described above will create a short circuit condition if 
they are so located on a base member as to directly con 
nect adjacent contact strips thereon. Such a short circuit 
can be prevented, as illustrated in FIGURE 13, by coat 
ing portions of the conductive strips 386‘ and 332 with 
a suitable insulating material. The insulating coating is 
designated in FIGURE 13 by reference character 396. 
If the conluctive strips are primarily aluminum, the insu 
lating coating 390 can be formed by anodizing portions of 
the strips. Note that opposed corners of each of the 
strips 386 and 382 are coated on each of the four faces 
of the block 362 to which the conductive strips 380 and 
382 are applied. Accordingly, if the block 362 is so 
placed upon a suitable base having contact strips, sche 
matically illustrated by dotted lines 354 and 356, such 
that the conductive strips 380 and 382 thereon extend 
transversely of the contact strips 354 and 356, there will 
be no direct electrical connection between the strips 354 
and 456 due to the insulating coatings 390. However, 
the lamp 366 will still be energized due to the conductive 
path provided ‘by the strips 380' and 38-2. 

In FIGURES l4 and 15, a carrier block designated 460 
is illustrated as provided with conductive strips 462, 464, 
463, 476, 472 and 474 supported in pairs on the faces of the 
blocks 466 in such a fashion that the block 460 is opera 
tive to serve as a circuit carrying member regardless of 
which of its faces is placed in contact with contact strips, 
designated 480 and 482 in FIGURE 15, associated with 
a suitable base. Note that each of the conductive strips 
462, 464, 468, 479, 472 and 474 has arm portions extend 
ing along two adjacent edges of its support face. Those 
faces of the block 466 which are not visible in FIGURES 
14 and 15 are provided with similar conductive strips 
positioned identically to the positioning of the conductive 
strips opposed thereto which are visible in FIGURES l4 
and 15. One of the strips on each face of the block 
460 is electrically connected by a conductor 4-84 or 486 
to one of the conductive strips on each of the other faces 
of the block 460. Thus, as illustrated in FIGURE 14, 
the strip 462 is connected to the strip 468 and the strip 472 
by the conductor 486. Similarly, the strips 464, 470 and 
474 are electrically connected by the conductor 484. Since 
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the strips are located adjacent the corners, the block 460 
needs not be aligned with its side faces parallel to‘ the 
conductive strips 480 and 482 of the base member, but 
may be placed at a variety of angles thereto, one possible 
position being illustrated in FIGURE 15. Since each of 
the conductive strips on the block 460 extends adjacent 
to only one corner of its support face, there again will 
be no short circuit problem, it being impossible to create 
a direct connection between adjacent contact strips 480 
and 482 on the base member. Of course, a signal block 
could be designed as a companion to the carrier block 
shown in FlGURE 14 by merely inserting a suitable elec 
trical signal, such as a lamp, within the block 460 elec 
trically connected between the conductors 484 and 486. 

Thus, it is seen that apparatus made in accordance with 
this invention may be useful as either a toy for games or 
display purposes which is unique and attractive. Al 
though several different embodiments of apparatus have 
been disclosed above, it should be noted that each of the 
variations may be used with features of other variations 
described above. For example, the signal blocks 162 of 
FIGURE 11 and 262 of FIGURE 12 could be used with 
any of the base members shown in FIGURES l, 8 and 10. 
Also, the house current circuit illustrated in FIGURE 10 
could just as well be used with the base member 20‘ shown 
in FIGURE 1. Other variations will be readily apparent. 
The signal blocks and carrier blocks described above 

are described as being in the form of hollow play build 
ing blocks. These are presently preferred because a 
variety of transparent, and translucent, plastic building 
blocks are commercially available. The ?ashing lamps en 
closed within the blocks have an amusing and striking 
effect. Of course, the block surfaces are desirably non 
conductive to avoid electrical contact between the con 
ductive strips supported thereon. 
Although the presently preferred embodiment of the 

device has been described, it will be understood that within 
the purview of this invention various changes may be 
made in the form, details, proportion and arrangement of 
parts, the combination thereof and mode of operation, 
which generally stated consist in a device capable of carry 
ing out the objects set forth, as disclosed and de?ned in 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. In combination, a base member, a plurality of spaced 

parallel mutually insulated contact strips carried by said 
base member, ?rst circuit means electrically connecting 
alternate strips to one another, second circuit means elec 
trically connecting the remaining strips to one another, a 
source ‘of electrical energy electrically connected between . 
said ?rst and second circuit means, a plurality of con 
ductor carrying members, each having a pair of mutually 
insulated electrical conductors, each of said conductors 
having an exposed contact portion, the exposed contact 
portion of the conductors of each conductor carrying 
member being separated by a spacing substantially equal 
to the spacing of said contact strips, and electrical signal 
means carried by at least some of said conductor carry 
ing members and electrically connected to the conductors 
carried thereby, said conductor carrying members being 
adapted to be placed upon said conductive strips with 
said exposed contact portions engaged with a pair of said 
conductive strips. 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein said electrical sig 
nal means comprises an electrically energizable illumi 
nating device. 

3. The structure of claim 1 wherein said electrical sig 
nal means comprises an intermittently operable lamp. 

4». The structure of claim 1 wherein an electrical alarm 
device is electrically connected in series relation between 
said conductive strips and to said source in series relation 
thereto. 

5. The structure of claim 4 wherein said electrical alarm 
device comprises an electrically energizable bell. 

6. A display device usable as a toy or for advertising 
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or indicating purposes and the like comprising a plurality 
of separate stackable members, each having a pair of 
mutually insulated electrical conductors with exposed 
spaced contact portions, a plurality of elec-tnic‘al signal de 
vices, there being one signal device electrically connected 
between the pair of conductors of each of at least some 
of said stackable members, an electrical energy source, a 
base member having a plurality of spaced, mutually insu 
lated contact elements electrically connected to said 
source, pairs of said Contact elements being of opposite 
polarity and having contact portions separated by a spac 
ing equal to the spacing of the exposed contact portions 
of the conductors carried. by at least some of said stack 
able members including some of those having conductors 
to which said signal devices are connected, whereby said 
stackable members may be arranged on said base mem 
ber causing some of said signal devices to be energized. 

7. The structure of claim 6 wherein a pair of parallel, 
mutually insulated bus bars are mounted on said base 
member, one of each of said pairs of contact elements be 
ing electrically connected to one of said bus bars and the 
remainder of said contact elements being electrically con 
nected to the other of said bus bars. 

8. The structure of claim 7 wherein said contact ele 
ments comprise contact strips extending transversely of 
said bus bars, said contact strips being arranged in equally 
spaced parallel relation with alternate contact strips being 
electrically connected to one of said bus bars and the re 
maining contact strips electrically connected to the other of 
said bus bars. 

9. The structure of claim 8 wherein said base member 
comprise a box having a lid portion upon which said con 
tact strips and bus bars are mounted. 

It). The structure of claim 8 wherein said base member 
includes an elongate ?exible sheet supporting said contact 
strips. 

11. A display device comprising a plurality of signal 
blocks and a plurality of ‘carrier blocks, each of said 
blocks having a pair of spaced, mutually insulated con 
ductors carried thereby, each of said signal blocks having 
an electrical signal device carried thereby and electrically 
connected between said conductors, a base member hav 
ing a plurality of spaced, mutually insulated contact ele 
ments thereon electrically connected to an electrical energy 
source, said carrier blocks and said signal blocks constitut 
ing means stackable upon said base member and upon 
one another with portions of the conductors of some of 
said blocks contacting some of said contact elements and 
portions of the conductors of other blocks contacting por 
tions of the conductors of other blocks to cause at least 
some of said electrical signal devices to be energized. 

12. The structure of claim Ill wherein said blocks com 
prise hollow at least partially transparent cubical building 
blocks and said electrical signal devices comprise lamps 
enclosed within said signal blocks of the type which inter 
mittently ?ash when operating. 

13. The structure of claim 12 wherein the conductors 
carried by each of said blocks comprise a pair of electrical 
ly conductive strips extending around the periphery there 
of in parallel relation one to the other. 

14. The structure of claim 11 wherein said contact ele 
ments comprise electrically conductive contact strips ar 
ranged in parallel, equally spaced relation on said base 
member, alternate contact strips having a polarity op 
posite to the polarity of the remaining contact strips, 

15. The structure of claim 14 wherein the conductors 
carried by each of said blocks comprise a parallel pair of 
electrically conductive strips extending around the outer 
periphery thereof and separated by a spacing equal to the 
spacing between adjacent contact strips. 

16. For use in a toy or display device or the like, a con 
ductor carrying member comprising a hollow block hav 
ing a plurality of faces, a pair of spaced, mutually insu— 
lated, electrically conductive strips extending around the 
external periphery of said ‘block adjacent opposed side 
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edges thereof, and electrical conductors electrically con 
nected to said strips projecting internally of said block. 

17. The structure of claim 16 wherein said conductive 
strips are painted on said blocks. 

18. The structure of claim 16 wherein portions of each 
of the conductive strips on each of the faces of said block 
are covered by an insulating coating. 

19. The structure of claim 16 wherein an electrically 
energizable signal device is enclosed within said block and 
electrically connected between said conductive strips by 
said conductors, 

20. The structure of claim 19 wherein said signal de 
vice comprises an electrically energizable illuminating de 
vice. 

21. The structure of claim 20 wherein said illuminating 
device is adhered to one internal face of the block. 

22. The structure of claim 20 wherein said illuminating 
device is suspended centrally of said block. 

23. The structure of claim 20 wherein said illuminating 
device comprises a light bulb and a bulb socket connected 
to one face of said block. 

24. The structure of claim 23 wherein said one face of 
said block is snap fastened to other faces of said block. 

25. For use in a toy or display device or the like, a 
conductor carrying member comprising a hollow block 
having a plurality of external faces, a plurality of elec 
trically conductive elements, there being one pair of 
mutually insulated electrically conductive elements sup 
ported by at least some of the external faces of said block, 
each one of said elements on one external face being elec 
trically connected by means internal of said block to one 
of said elements supported by at least one other of said 
external faces, and electrical conductors electrically con 
nected to said elements projecting intern-ally of said block. 

26. The structure of claim 25 in which one of said ele 
ments on one face of said block is electrically connected 
to an element on each of the other faces of said block, 
the other element on ‘said one face being electrically con 
nected to the other element on each of the other faces of 
said block. 
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27. The structure of claim 26 in which each of said 40 
elements has a pair of arm portions extending along ad 

19 
jacent edges of its support face, the pair of elements on 
each face being located adjacent opposed corners thereof. 

28. For use in a toy or display device or the like, a 
conductor carrying member comprising a hollow block 
having a plurality of faces, and a pair of spaced, mutually 
insulated electrically conductive strips extending around 
the external periphery of said block adjacent opposed side 
edges thereof, portions of each pair of said conductive 
strips on each of the faces of said block being covered 
by an electrically insulating coating and other portions 
of each pair of said conductive strips on each of the 
faces of said block being exposed. 

29. For use in a toy or display device or the like, a 
conductor carrying member comprising a hollow block 
having a plurality of faces, a pair of spaced, mutually in 
sulated electrically conductive strips extending around the 
exterior periphery of said block adjacent opposed side 
edges thereof, and an electrically energizable signal de 
vice enclosed Within said block and electrically connected 
to said conductive strips. 

30. For use in a toy or display device or the like, a 
conductor carrying member comprising a closed hollow 
body, a pair of spaced, mutually insulated electrically 
conductive strips extending around the external periphery 
of said body, and electrical conductors electrically con 
nected to said strips projecting internally of said body. 

31. The structure of claim 30 wherein an electrically 
energizable signal device is enclosed within said body and 
connected between said conductive strips by said con 
ductors. 
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