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This invention relates in general to article handling 
apparatus and more speci?cally to apparatus in the gen 
eral form of a clothes basket for collecting wet, damp, 
or dry clothes from an industrial type laundry machine 
or Washer for transfer to other types of machines as used 
in commercial laundries. 

In the type of laundry machines to which the present 
is an especially useful adjunct, the articles to be collected 
for transfer are delivered by gravity from a machine at 
a level in close proximity to the ?oor into a convenient 
type container. ‘When said container is ?lled, it is either 
manually emptied or this container is carried to another 
machine or operation and upended to dump the contents. 
The labor involved in reaching up over the side of the 
container and then down into the same to lift out the 
articles, and the subsequent bending and sto-oping to trans 
fer the articles from the laundry machine or washer to 
the other machine, and the labor involved in manually 
lifting and carrying the container from place to place, the 
upending the container and returning it to the former 
location is extremely arduous, dangerous, time consum 
ing, and costly, necessitating frequent relief for the 
operator. Additionally, the foregoing operations estab 
lish a speci?c requirement for labor having certain mus 
cular and physical quali?cations. 
The principal object of this invention therefore is to 

provide apparatus that minimizes manual effort as hereto 
fore usually associated with the acts of collecting and 
transferring hot, wet, damp, or dry materials from one 
type of industrial machine such as a washing machine to 
another type such as a mangle. 
A further object is to provide a laundry basket appara 

tus which is adjustable -to accommodate collecting dis 
charge level conditions with various types of industrial 
or commercial laundry machines, ‘whereby the operator 
is not required to manually lift the loaded container. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a laundry basket apparatus which is portable or which 
can be permanently aihxed to a ?oor or wall. 
More particularly, the present invention provides for 

the objects ‘aforesaid an upwardly open container mounted 
for rotation between a yoke, with the axis of rotation 
being established by bearings which are positioned eccen 
tric with respect to the centerline of the container, where 
by the container obtains free gravity movement in one 
direction of rotation. Thus, the container can be ‘brought 
into a position for ?lling the same ‘and can be rotated in 
the opposite direction ‘into a different position for ease of 
emptying the same. The yoke is provided with a support 
mounted on a portable base, with the support being ver 
tically adjustable to alter the level above the base at 
which the container is held. Limiting means are provided 
to limit the extent of free gravity movement of the con 
tainer to a predetermined position. Restraining means 
are provided to restrain the container against free gravity 
movement prior to limitation by the limiting means. 
Manually operated means are provided ‘for rotating the 
container in the opposite direction. Means are also pro 
vided for releasing the restraining means so that the con 
tainer rotates by gravity from a position set by the manu 
ally operated means. Also, the present invention pro 
vides for the elevation of the container relative to the 
base without requiring a corresponding adjustment of 
the limiting and restraining means, for coaction at the 
various levels to which the container may be adjusted. 
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The invention will be better understood by reference 

to the description taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of portable basket appa 
ratus for collecting and transfer of dry, wet or damp 
articles in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the apparatus of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevation of the apparatus of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of the basket restraining 

means; 
MG. 5 is a view illustrating a modi?ed. form of the 

apparatus shown in FIG. 1; and 
PEG. 6 is a view illustrating another modi?ed form 

of the apparatus shown in FIG. 1. 
Referring to the drawings, an open top basket or con 

tainer ll) is provided on two opposite sides 11 thereof 
with trunnions 12 eccentrically positioned with respect to 
the centerline of rotation of the container to provide 
free gravity movement thereof in one direction about the 
eccentric axis established by said trunnions, The trun 
nions 12 are mounted for rotation in oppositely disposed 
bearings 13, and a manually operable hand lever 14 is 
connected with the basket or container 10 through one 
of the trunnions 12 to provide contra-gravity rotation of 
the container. 

For movement of the container from one machine to 
another, the bearings 13 are mounted in two oppositely 
disposed upwardly extending arms 15 of a yoke 16. 
The yoke is centrally supported by a vertical pedestal 17 
mounted on a portable base 18. To change the height of 
the container Ill above the base 18, the pedestal 17 is 
vertically adjustable by having a section, 19 movable to 
telescope over a narrower section 20. The sections 19 and 
2d are apertured and a pin 21 is provided for extending 
through corresponding apertures for ?xing the sections 
19 and 20 in their vertically adjusted relationship. 
To limit the extent of free gravity movement of the 

container 10 around its eccentric axis of rotation estab 
lished ‘by the trunnions l2 and 13, a container limit means 
in the form of a stop member 24 is mounted on the 
horizontal arm of the yoke 16 to engage or abut the con 
tainer Ill} and thus halt the free gravity rotation thereof 
when its forward edge 25 reaches a predetermined level, 
such as the level at which the entire open top portion of 
the container 10 is in a horizontal plane. A different level 
‘for the forward edge 25 may be ‘established by a diiferent 
setting of the stop member 24. 
The container ltl can be rotated‘ by the operating lever 

14 in the opposite direction from the direction of free 
gravity movement to lower the level of the rearward edge 
22 for ease in transfer of its contents to another machine 
such as a mangle machine, not shown. Upon release of 
the lever 14, the container 1d tends to return under its own 
gravity, thus necessitating manual holding of the container 
10 or the operating lever 14 while at the same time trans 
ferring its contents to the mangle. Accordingly, there is 
instead provided means 26 for restraining the movement 
of the container 1%} against its normal gravity movement 
after a predetermined counter rotation via the lever 14. 
Advantageously, this means 26 takes the form of an aper 
tured wear block 27 mounted on the side 11 of the con 
tainer 10 and a spring loaded pin 28 extending from a 
bracket 29 which is fastened to an arm 15 of the yoke 16. 
The pin 28 is located out of the path of the handle 14 
so that each is readily acessible for operation. The pin 28 
projects through the bracket 29 and terminates in a handle 
30 which serves to release the pin 28 from engagement 
with the apertures in the Wear block 27. The wear block 
27 and pin 28 are set to maintain predetermined degrees 
of counter gravity movement of the container 10. The 
maximum degree of such movement is determined by 
the point at which the pin 28 rides off the surface of the 



3,235,212 
L 

wear block 27 to engage its end. This prevents rotation 
by gravity of the container until the handle 30 of the pin 
28 is operated manually by an attendant in control of the 
process of transfer of the articles from the container. 
The container 10 can be raised and lowered to meet 

di?erent level requirements without altering the limiting 
means 24 or the restraining means 26 simply by moving 
the section 19 of the pedestal 17 towards or away from the 
base 18 and then by insertion of the pin 21 through cor 
responding apertures in the sections 19 and 28. 
The operation of the apparatus as above described will 

be readily apparent from the foregoing description. In 
general, the restraining means 26 is set to hold the con 
tainer 10 in the rotative position which is best for either 
manual removal of articles from the container, or for up 
ending or dumping them from the container. The limitin 
means 24 is set to have the container 10 always return to 
the same level which is suitable for collection or receiving 
articles by gravity ?ow thereto. The height of the con 
tainer in any of the positions determined by the restrain- w 
ing means 26, the limiting means 24, or by the lever 14 is 
adjustable by adjusting the height of the vertical pedes 
tal 17. . 

The laundry basket apparatus is transported from place 
to place at will and when set in position for collection of 
articles, the handle 30 is retracted to permit the container 
10 to rotate to the proper position for collection as from 
a washer for example. For transfer of articles from the 
container, the lever 14 is depressed until the pin 28 rides o?’ 
the surface of the wear plate 27 onto its end 32. The rear 
ward edge of the container is thus held at its desired lower 
level for removal of its contents, or if desired, the lever 
14 is depressed until the container 10 is up-ended for dump 
ing. Thereafter, the handle 39 is retracted to permit the 
container to gravitate to its normal level for ?lling. 

Instead of manual operation of the handle 30, it may 
be operated semi-automatically by a foot pedal 36 operated 
lever arrangement as shown in FIG. 6. Likewise, the lever 
14 may be pneumatically operated by a pneumatic cylinder 
38 and lever system 40 as shown in FIG. 5. The 
geometrical shape of the container can be rectilinear 
peripherally shaped and provided with a spherical bottom, 
or the container can be cantilever suspended from a single 
eccentri trunnion, or the container can be of di?ferent ma 
terials with an easily detachable bottom for maintenance 
reasons, or a number of levers 14 can be provided to 
manually rotate the container contra-gravitationally. Ad 
ditionally, a detented arrangement of a universal joint 
may be substituted in the columnar construction of the 
main pedestal for supporting the container to adapt the A 
container for multi-positional use. 
The invention as heretofore set forth may be variously 

embodied within the scope of the following claims. 
I claim: 
1. Portable laundry basket apparatus comprising a con- ' 

tainer, bearing means eccentrically mounting said con 
tainer for rotation, with the eccentric axis of rotation of 
said container as de?ned by said bearing means being 
laterally offset from the center of gravity of said con 
tainer and adjacent the top of said container, whereby 

45 

41 
when said container is titled in the direction from said cen 
ter of gravity towards said eccentric axis of rotation and 
is ?lled with laundry said container rotates by gravity 
in the opposite direction, a portable base, vertically ad 
pustable supporting means mounted on said portable base 
for supporting said bearing means, means for ?xing the 
supporting means in its vertically adjusted position, limit 
ing means for limiting the extent of rotation of said con 
tainer in said opposite direction, means for tilting said 
container in the ?rst mentioned direction, restrainng 
means for restraning said contaner in the desired tilted 
position in said ?rst mentioned direction, and means for 
effecting the release of said restraining means, whereby 
said container rotates by gravity in said opposite direction. 

2. The laundry basket apparatus as recited in claim 1 
wherein said limiting means and said restraining means are 
mounted on said supporting means. 

3. The laundry basket apparatus as recited in claim 2 
wherein said limiting means positions said container hori 
zontally upon rotation thereof in said one direction, and 
said restraining means positions said container at least 45 
degrees from the horizontal position upon rotation of said 
container in said opposite direction. 

4. Portable laundry basket apparatus comprising a base, 
a vertically adjustable pedestal mounted on said base 
and having means for ?xing said pedestal in the vertically 
adjusted position desired, a container, a yoke centrally 
mounted on the upper end of said pedestal and having two 
oppositely spaced upwardly extending arms, bearing means 
mounted on each said arms for rotatably supporting said 
container on an eccentric axis within said yoke, with 
said eccentric axis being laterally offset from the center of 
gravity of said container and adjacent the top thereof, 
whereby when said container is tilted in the direction from 
said center of gravity towards said eccentric axis and is 
?lled with laundry said container rotates by gravity in the 
opposite direction, limiting means mounted to said yoke 
for abutting the bottom of said container for limiting the 
extent of gravity rotation of said container in said op 
posite direction, means for tilting said container in the 
?rst mentioned direction, and releasable restraining means 
for restraining said container in the desired tilted position 
in said ?rst mentioned direction. 
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