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This invention relates to improvements in pilfer-proof 
storage racks and interlocking storage containers of a 
type especially adapted for use in school locker rooms, 
gymnasiums, workmen’s check rooms or other such places 
of assembly for the secure storage of clothing, tools, equip 
ment or anything of .a valuable nature. The containers 
are in the nature of wire baskets whose contents are visi 
ble at all times by inspectors or supervisors to thus dis 
courage attempted concealment of stolen articles. 
One of the principal objects of the invention is to pro 

vide a combination of the character described including 
means to attach and release the baskets relative to lock 
ing means incorporated in the rack to prevent the open 
ing and closing thereof by unauthorized persons and with 
safety from acts of vandalism or prowlers. 

Another object resides in the new and novel shelf con 
struction incorporating uninterrupted channel sections 
along the sides and across the front and rear ends thereof, 
and enclosing the top rim portions of each basket to pre 
vent access to its interior when the basket is in a locked 
position. 

Another object is the provision of a rack of the char 
acter described wherein means are provided for normally 
supporting the baskets in an elevated position relative to 
the shelves to provide an air pad for the free circulation 
of air through the rack and the contents of the baskets 
mounted on the shelves. 
A further object resides in the structural features of the 

rack and shelves which enables a unitary rack to be made 
in any desired width with corresponding shelving to ac 
commodate baskets arranged in tiers and wherein dividers, 
also of channel section, are provided to cooperate with 
the outside channel sections in enclosing the rims of ad 
jacent baskets whereby the side-by-side baskets on each 
shelf are protected in the same manner as the individual 
baskets against access to their interior when they are in 
a locked position. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a rack and storage 

baskets supported therein in accordance with one form of 
my invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of a typical basket 

mounted upon one shelf of the rack (shown fragmen 
tarily) and in engagement at its top rim with a superjacent 
shelf. 
FIGURE 3 is a top plan view of FIGURE 2 with frag 

ments broken away for convenience of illustration. 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary perspective view on an en 

larged scale taken approximately along the line 4——4 of 
FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary detail view on an enlarged 

scale of a modi?ed form of basket-locking means asso 
ciated with the shelf members. 
FIGURE 6 is a fragmentary elevational view taken 

approximately along the line 6—6 of FIGURE 5. 
FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary side elevational view of 

typical channel-like sections depending from the shelves 
shown in FIGURES 8 and 9. 
FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary perspective view on an en 

larged scale showing a rack of double width to accom 
modate two baskets arranged side-by-side, and 
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FIGURE 9 is a fragmentary perspective view on an' 

enlarged scale taken approximately along the line 9—9 
of FIGURE 8. 
With continuing reference to the drawings, wherein 

like reference characters designate like parts and partic 
ularly FIGURE 1 thereof, reference numeral 1 indicates 
generally an individual rack or locker unit which is typ 
ical of any number of them which may be arranged side 
by-side and interlocked, if desired, along the wall of a 
room or elsewhere. ' 

The rack, in FIGURE 1, comprises two identical front 
corner posts 2 and 3 of angle section and two identical 
rear corner posts 4 and 5 of similar section. The posts 
may be of any desired height to accommodate shelving 
for the number of containers or wire baskets to be stacked 
therein as shown. 

Since all of the shelves of FIGURE 1 are identical, a 
description of one will su?ice for all, and as illustrated in 
FIGURES 2, 3 and 4, each shelf 8 comprises a sheet of 
metal ?anged downwardly and inwardly as at 10 and 10A 
along both of its sides with its top having any desired 
number of ventilating louvers 11 struck upwardly or 
downwardly therefrom, as desired, in a well-known con 
ventional manner. Similarly formed in the sheet 8 is a 
riser or cam element 12 for a purpose to be more fully 
hereinafter described. The rearward end of each shelf 
is ?anged downwardly and inwardly as at 13 and 13A and 
welded to the rear corner posts 4 and 5. The forward end 
of the shelf is similarly ?anged as at 14 and 14A and 
welded to the front corner posts 2 and 3. 
The top 15 of each rack is provided with louvers 11A 

formed in the same manner as the louvers 11 in the shelves 
8. For economy in production the top 15 could be pro 
duced by the same forming and punching dies used to 
form the shelves 8. In so doing, of course, the top would 
be provided with the struck up cam 12 which would serve 
as an additional ventilating louver instead of its intended 
purpose in the shelves. , 
The downwardly extending front ?ange 14 of each shelf 

8 is provided with an elongated slot 16 (see FIGURES 
1, 3 and 4) to receive a forwardly projecting loop or ring 
18 integrated with the top wire rim 20 of its respective 
basket and adapted for locked engagement with the shelf 
as will be more fully hereinafter described. 
As shown in FIGURE 2, the basket 21 is normally sup 

ported within the rack by its bottom surface resting upon 
the riser 12 of its respective bottom shelf with the loop 
18 at the forward end of the top rim of the basket extend 
ing through and supported Within the slot 16 in the flange 
14 of an upper or superjacent shelf 8. To position the 
basket in this manner it is merely necessary to slide it in 
wardly or rearwardly over the riser 12 to thus elevate the 
rearward end of the basket. Then upon lifting the for 
ward end of the basket until its top rim engages the under 
side of the upper shelf 8 the loop 18 will be in alignment 
with the slot 16 in the shelf ?ange 14 for guidance there 
through when the basket is pulled forward. The now 
extended loop is in position to receive a lock as indicated 
at L in FIGURES 5 and 6. The bottom wall or surface 
of the basket being made up of forwardly and rearwardly 
extending wires or rods is not obstructed in its inward 
movement by the louvers 12 since the rods will slide 
smoothly over the louvers as Well as the riser 12. 
A rearward push on the basket from this lockable posi 

tion will disengage the loop from the slot 16 to thus allow 
the front end of the basket to drop down onto the bottom 
shelf 8 from which it may be conveniently withdrawn in 
its entirety from the rack. 

In the modi?ed form of the invention illustrated in the 
FIGURES 5 and 6, the basket 21, its top rim 20 and loop 
18 are identical with those shown in the ?rst form of the 
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invention. But I dispense with the slot 16 in the front 
?ange 14 of the shelf 8 and instead provide a cross mem 
ber 17 welded to the underside of the shelf 8A and to a 
?ange 14A extending downwardly therefrom, as shown. 
The cross member 17 is extended forwardly as shown 
where it is provided with ‘an opening 17A to receive the 
hasp of the lock L shown in broken lines. Here as in the 
?rst form of the invention the basket is manipulated as 
aforesaid in inserting and withdrawing it from its support 
ing shelf into and out of position for locking engagement 
with the cross member 17. 

In the further modi?cation shown in FIGURES 7, 8 
and 9, the rearward end of the shelf 8B is ?anged down 
wardly and inwardly as at 138 and 13C as in the other 
form of the invention, and its forward end is ?anged only’ 
downwardly as at 14B and welded thereacross to an in 
wardly open channel section 30 which is provided with a 
slot 16B to receive the loop or ring 18B extending for 
wardly from the top rim 20B of the basket 21B. Welded 
to the underside of the shelf 8B along both sides thereof 
are inwardly opening channel sections 31. This reinforced 
structure provides greater strength than the assembly of 
its counterparts in the ?rst form of the invention. 
The FIGURE 8 disclosure is illustrative of the fact that 

the shelves may be of any desired width to accommodate 
any number of baskets arranged side-by-side in tiers, 
and welded at their four corners to posts 2B, 3B, 4B and 
5B respectively. The front, rear and outside edges of each 
shelf may be ?anged downwardly and inwardly as 
in the ?rst form of the invention or provided with side 
channels 30 and a forward channel section 31. Each shelf 
is made of a single sheet of metal to overlie two or more 
baskets supported side-by-side on a subjacent shelf and, 
to prevent access to the interior of the baskets I provide 
an I-section 35 welded as its forward and readward ends 
to the front and rear ?anges of the shelf and to the under 
side thereof if desired. 
While I have shown particular forms of embodiment of 

my invention, I am aware that many minor changes 
therein will readily suggest themselves to others skilled 
in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention. Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters Patent is: 

’1. A pilfer-proof rack comprising four corner posts, 
a plurality of vertically spaced apart horizontal shelves, 
means securing said shelves to said corner posts, 
a top cover for said rack, 
each of said shelves having at least one ventilating open 

ing therein and a riser at the rearward end thereof, 
each of said shelves having downwardly extending side 

and rear ?anges, 
identical wire baskets each slidable rearwardly and in 

wardly upon said shelves whereby the rearward end 
of each basket will be elevated by the riser of a sub 
jacent shelf, 

the forward top rim of each basket having a centrally 
disposed forwardly extending horizontal loop, 

means integrated with the forward edge of each shelf 
having an opening therein registerable with the loop 
of its respective subjacent basket to prevent access to 
the interior of the basket when locking means is in 
serted through said loop. 

2. A pilfer-proof rack comprising four corner posts, 
a plurality of vertically spaced apart horizontal shelves, 
means securing said shelves to said corner posts, 
a top cover for said rack, 
each of said shelves having at least one ventilating open 

ing therein and a riser at the rearward end thereof, 
each of said shelves having downwardly extending front, 

rear and side ?anges of channel-like sections, 
each of said front sections having an opening therein, 
identical wire baskets each slidable rearwardly, in 

wardly upon said shelves whereby the rearward end 
of each basket will be elevated by the riser of a sub 
jacent shelf, 

10 

30 

40 

60 

the forward top rim of each basket having a centrally 
disposed forwardly extending horizontal loop, 

whereby elevating the forward end of the basket will 
align its said loop with said opening in the front 
channel-like section of a superjacent shelf for inser 
tion therethrough to receive a lock, 

and whereby said channel-like sections surrounding the 
top rim of the baskets will prevent access to the inte 
rior of the baskets when the same are in said ele 
vated and locked positions. 

3. A pilfer-proof rack comprising vertical front and 
rear corner posts, 

inwardly opening channel-like sections secured to said 
standards, 

vertically spaced apart shelves integrated with said 
channel sections between said standards, 

said shelves having at least one vertical riser at the 
rearward end thereof, 

box-like containers adapted to be placed on said shelves, 
certain of said channel sections having a slotted open 

ing therein, 
the forward end of each container having a loop extend 

ing forward relative thereto and adapted for inser 
tion through the slot in a superjacent channel section 
when the rearward end of the container is elevated 
by and reposing upon the riser of a subjacent shelf, 

whereby the interior of the container is rendered in 
accessible by said channel sections surreunding the 
top rim of the container and by said superjacent shelf 
directly thereabove. 

4. A pilfer-proof rack comprising four corner posts, 
a plurality of vertically spaced apart horizontal shelves, 
means securing said shelves to said corner posts, 
a top cover for said rack, 
each of said shelves having ventilating openings therein 

and a riser element at the rearward end thereof, 
each of said shelves ?anged downwardly and inwardly 

at its rearward end and downwardly only at its for 
ward end, 

a channel section secured to the underside of said shelf 
at the forward end thereof and to said downward 
extending ?anges, 

inwardly opening side channel sections secured to the 
underside of each shelf substantially throughout the 
length thereof, 

each of said downward channel sections having a slotted 
opening therethrough, 

identical Wire baskets removably mounted upon said 
shelves, 

the forward top rim of each basket having a centrally 
disposed horizontal loop adapted to be extended 
through the opening in said front channel section 
and thereby adapted for engagement with a lock, 

whereby placing a basket upon the shelf and moving it 
rearwardly the rear end of the basket in riding over 
said riser will be elevated and so held, 

whereby lifting the forward end of the basket will 
align said loop with said slotted opening for advance 
ment therethrough upon pulling the basket forward, 

and whereby the interior of the basket will be protected 
by the shelf and its front, rear, and side rim portions 
will be protected by said front, rear, and side chan 
nel sections to prevent access to the interior of the 
basket when the same is so elevated in a locked posi 
tion. 

5. A pilfer-proof rack comprising four corner posts, 
a plurality of vertically spaced apart horizontal shelves 

adapted for having a plurality of baskets placed 
and arranged side-by-side, 

the front, rear, and sides of each shelf terminating in 
inwardly opening channel sections, 

an I-section extending from the front to the rear of each 
shelf de?ning storage space for each of said baskets, 

each shelf having a riser near its rearward end, 
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the channel section at the forward end of each shelf 
having a series of horizontal openings therein, 

lock engaging means integrated with the forward end 
of each basket and adapted for insertion through said 
openings upon elevating the forward end of the has 
ket in alignment therewith, 

whereby each basket when so elevated and held in a 
locked position its top rim will be within the con 
?nes of the said channel and I-sections to thus pro 
tect the interior of each basket against access by un 
authorized persons. 

6. A pilfer-proof rack comprising four corner posts, 
a plurality of vertically spaced apart horizontal shelves, 
means securing said shelves to said corner posts, 
a top cover for said rack, 
each of said shelves having at least one ventilating open 

ing therein and a riser at the rearward end thereof, 
each of said shelves having downwardly extending rear 
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and side ?anges of channel-like sections, and a down 
wardly extending front ?ange, 

identical wire baskets each slidable rearwardly, inward 
ly upon said shelves whereby the rearward end of 
each basket will be elevated by the riser of a sub 
jacent shelf, 

the forward top rim of each basket having a centrally 
disposed forwardly extending horizontal loop, 

a crossmember secured to said front ?ange and aper 
tured to receive locking means extending there 
through and through said loop of its respective sub 
jacent basket, 

whereby elevating the forward end of the basket and 
engaging its loop with said crossmember will posi 
tion the loop for attachment to a locking means. 

No references cited. 

FRANK B. SHERRY, Primary Examiner. 


