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United States Patent ‘0 

3,231,180 
PROTECTIVE CASINGS. FOR PARKTNG METERS 

John F. Wellekens, Staten Island, N.Y.,,as_signor to Hotel 
‘Security Systems Corporation,v New York, N.Y., a cor 
poration of New York 

Filed Sept. 23, 1964, Ser. No. 398,555 
2 (Zlaims. (Cl.i232-15) 

This, invention relates to parking meters and more .par 
ticularly, to ai protective means for the coin-collection re 
ceptacle of ‘the parking meter. 

Certain types of ‘parking .meters have a housing or cas 
ing‘twhich contains in its upper portion the coin-controlled 
timing mechanism ‘and below‘ this ,part of the housing is 
formed a part 'which constitutes the coin-collection cham 
ber. .Such a coin-collection receptacle is generally‘formed 
.as- a‘ part of- the housing, and. access to the interior of the 
housing :to‘reach the ‘coins collected therein is had through 
‘a pivoted door provided ‘with, a lock. 

Thieves have found it relatively easy to reach the in 
terior of the coin-‘collection chamber by either prying oi? 
‘the, door leading thereto or else by breaking the door or 
other parts, of the chamber by blows in?ected upon it. 

i ,It is an ‘object of the ‘present invention to-safeguard ‘the 
coin-collection chamber of a ‘parking meteriof this kind 
by enclosing the same in astrong, sturdy ovault~like en 
closure or. casingiwhich is ?tted ‘around the collection 
chamber and without‘ requiring material alteration of the 
parking meter housing other than the removal of ‘the 
pivoted door ‘of the ‘collection chamber. 

It is an object ‘of the‘ invention ‘to provide means by 
which such an enclosure can‘ be ?tted ‘around the coin 
oollection chamber in the form of ‘a; two-part collar lo 
cated between the upper part of the parking meter hous 
ing and the-supporting post, whereby the protective casing 
or enclosure ‘can be ?tted‘ in“ position upon the parking 
meter without requiring the removal of the parking meter 
from its supporting post or the dismantling ‘of the meter ,so 
that a parking meter possessing the weakness of being sus 
ceptible to easy 'pilfering can be made relatively impreg 
nable by the quick‘application of aprotective casing con 
structed as herein described. 

With these and other objects to be hereinafter set forth 
in view, I have devised the arrangement of parts to be 
described and more particularly pointed out in the claims 
appended hereto. , 

In the accompanying drawings, wherein an illustrative 
embodiment of the invention is disclosed, 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a parking meter 
provided with the improved protective casing as con 
structed according to the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the same; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the same, with the door 

or cover member of the casing shown in its open posi 
tion; 

FIG. 4 is a transverse sectional view, taken substan 
tially on the line 4—d of FIG. 5, looking in the direction 
of the arrows; 

FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of the casing as applied 
to a parking meter, with parts broken away and other 
parts shown in section to disclose construction; 

FIG. 6 is a front elevational view of the casing in posi 
tion on a parking meter; 

FIG. 7 is a sectional view, taken substantially on the 
‘line 7-7 of FIG. 5, looking in the direction of the ar 
rows, and 
FIG. 8 shows the two halves of the casing separated 

from one another. 
The parking meter shown in the drawings is one of a 

number of types to which the present invention is ap 
plicable, and in the form shown, it is provided with a 
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housing 1 which includes an upper portion or-head 2 in 
which the coin-controlled timing mechanism 3 is con 
tained. 
The top or head portion‘ 2 of the housing 1 includes a 

door 4 which is hinged at 5 to enable it to be swung 
.down for access to the mechanism contained within the 
head portion ,of the housing. A lock 35 (FIG. l) 7is 
provided for the door .4. ' : 

Extending downwardly‘ from the‘top or head portion 
2 of the housing is an extended hollow neck 6 (FIG. ‘'5 ), 
the interior of which forms a coin-collection chamber '_7. 
.Said chamber usually holds a cup or other small remov 
able receptacle not shown, but in which the coins de 
posited through a suitably-positioned coin slot ‘fall, and 
the cup later removed by a. collector and emptied: of its 
contents. The coin-collection chamber 7' is,'in a meter 
of the type illustrated, normally closed by means of “a 
hinged door ‘provided at the front of the chamber on the 
neck portion 6 of the housing. This door normally closes 
a front opening 8 (FIG. 4) in the neck portion-6 of ‘the 
meter housing, and it is opened‘ by the collector when 
engaged in theremoval of the collected coins. Said ‘door, 
which is not shown in the drawings because it is removed 
when the protective casing. is ?tted in place, is provided 
with a lock to prevent its opening except by authorized 
persons. ‘ i > ‘ i 

‘The nature ofothe material from which‘the door is 
made, and the mannerlin whichthe .door'is ?tted on 
‘the neck ‘portion of the housing is such that thieves have 
found it possible to either pry the ‘door open‘ to secure 
access to the contents of the coin-collection chamber 7 
or else to smash the~door by blows in?icted upon it. ‘The 
present invention therefore involves the .encasing of the 
coin-collection chamber ,in ‘a strong, sturdy and relatively 
impregnable vault-like casing, making unauthorized access 
to the coin-collection chamber extremely dif?cult if not 
impossible. 
The lower end of the neck portion 60f ‘the housing 

1 terminates in a tapered part9 which ?ts into the upper 
end or" the tubular supporting post 10 as shown‘in FIG. 5, 
said post having its lower end usually mounted in a ?ange 
that is a?ixed to ,thepavernent. The tapered part ‘9 may 
be secured in the upper end ofthe post by pins or in 
any other known manner. ‘ 
The protective casing forming the subject matter of the 

present invention is composed of two parts or sections 
shown respectively at 11 and 12. The part 11 constitutes 
the rear part of the casing and the same encloses the rear 
portion of the neck 6 to which t is attached by means of 
screws 13 which pass through the rear wall 14 (FIG. 4) 
of the neck 6 and enter the thickened or reinforced part 
15 of the back section 11 of the casing. The screws 13 
can be inserted from within the neck 6 before the front 
section 12 of the casing is ?tted in place and the screws 
13 are therefore not visible on the exterior of the back 
casing section 11. The front section 12 of the protective 
casing ?ts around the front part of the neck 6 below the 
hinge 5 and this section of the casing includes a peripheral 
?ange 16 which abuts against a similar flange 17 that is 
provided peripherally on the rear section 11. 

inserted in the joint between the ?anges 16 and 17 is 
a rod 36 composed of a hardened material, acting to block 
the insertion of a tool between the ?anges for the purpose 
of prying apart the two casing sections 11 and 12. 
Each of the casing sections 11 and 12 is provided at 

its lower end with a semi-circular part or segment, that 
shown at 19 being formed on the front casing section 12 
and that shown at 18 being provided on the rear casing 
section 11. The two arcuate parts 18 and 19 are held 
together in a manner to enable them to embrace the top 
of the post 10 between them, by means of screws or bolts 
20 which are extended through holes provided in the cas 
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ing sections, and in which the screws are countersunk, 
with such holes thereafter plugged to cause the screw to 
be rendered inaccessible and removable only by author 
ized persons drilling out the plugs. 

I ‘ The lower semi-circular segments 18 and 19 are clamped 
around the post 10 by means of screws 21 which extend 
through lugs 22 provided on the parts 18 and 19. A 
hardened insert 23 is located in the joint between the 
post-engaging parts 18 and 19 for the purpose heretofore 
pointed out in respect to the rods 36. In addition to be 
ing secured to the post 10 by being clamped thereon, the 
casing sections 11 and 12 are secured to the post by a pin 
24 passing through the part 19 and extending through the 
post. 

I The front section 12 of the casing is provided with a 
front opening 25 through which access to the coin-collec 
tion chamber is had, said opening being normally closed 
by a cover or door 26. The cover or door 26 is hinged 
to the front section 12 by a known toggle arrangement 
'27 which includes linkage and a pivoted plate 28, and 
‘which permits the door to be not only swung down as 
shown in FIG. 3, but also to be raised upwardly to per 
mit easy access to the interior of the coin-collection cham 
ber to enable the coin cup therein to be reached, emptied 
and then replaced in the chamber. 
The door 26 is adapted to be locked when closed, by 

means of a suitable lock 29 opened by a key inserted 
through keyhole 30. A lock very suitable for the purpose 
is that shown in my co-pending application Serial No. 
355,011, which lock is provided with means by which its 
combination can be very quickly changed when desired. 
, The two sections 11 and 12 of the casing may be com 
posed of ductile iron of great strength or of other ma 
:terial, and these parts are of substantial thickness so that 
the casing, when placed around the coin-collection cham 
ber, constitutes an enclosure of exceptional sturdiness and 
vault-like impregnability. As a result, the collected coins 
can be safely stored and fewer coin removals will be 
vfound necessary. A feature of the device resides in the 
fact that meters presently in use and having pregnable 
coin-collection chambers can be quickly converted to 
strong-box safety by means of the protective casing herein 
described. In the installation of the casing it is not neces 
sary to remove the meter from its supporting post nor 
make any substantial changes in the housing of the meter 
except to remove the door on the collection chamber. 

While I have described the protective casing as applied 
to a particular type of parking meter, it will be apparent 
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that the casing can be readily applied to meters or similar 
instruments without requiring material changes in" the de 
scribed embodiment. 
Having thus described a single embodiment of the in 

vention, it is obvious that the same is not to be restricted 
thereto, but is broad enough to cover all structures com 
ing within the scope of the annexed claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A parking meter having a tubular supporting post, a 

meter housing provided at its lower end with a tapered 
part ?tting downwardly into the interior of the post, said 
housing containing coin-controlled timing mechanism in 
its upper portion and having a coin-collection chamber 
located in the housing below the timing mechanism, a 
protective enclosure ?tted around and enclosing the coin 
collection chamber, said enclosure consisting of two sep 
arate parts, one which is located at the front of the coin 
collection chamber and the other at the rear thereof, said 
parts meeting in a joint extending along the sides of the 
enclosure, hardened inserts in said joint and extending co 
extensively therewith at the sides of the enclosure, the 
front section of the enclosure being provided with a mov 
able door containing locking means, the coin-collection 
chamber being open at its front behind said door so that 
access to said chamber is had through the open door of 
the enclosure, the coin-collection chamber having a rear 
wall abutting the back of the rear section of the enclosure, 
and fastening elements placed from the inside of the coin 
collection chamber and attaching the back wall of the said 
chamber to the back of the protective enclosure. 

2. A parking meter according to claim 1, wherein the 
lower end of the enclosure terminates in a collar ?tting 
around the outside of the post, lugs'on said collar, fasten 
ing elements extending through the lugs to clamp the col 
lar around the post, and a pin extending through the front 
part of the collar andentering through the post to anchor 
the front part of the enclosure to the post. 
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