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NON-DESTRUCTIVE TESTING OF 

PRESSURE VESSELS 
Samuel R. Fryer, Jr., Freeport, Malcolm Sherr'ill, Jr., 
Lake Jackson, and Roy C. Jorgensen, West Columbia, 
Tex., assignors to The Dow Chemical Company, Mid 
land, Mich., a corporation of Delaware 

Filed June 12, 1964, Ser. No. 374,700 
4 Claims. (Cl. 73-37) 

This invention relates to the non-destructive testing of 
pressure vessels, and, more particularly is concerned with 
an improvement in an apparatus and method for non 
desrtuctive hydrostatic testing of pressure vessels. 

In the hydrostatic testing of pressure vessels, a sub 
stantially incompressible ?uid is pumped, under pressure, 
into a ?uid-?lled test vessel. As an increasing quantity 
of fluid is pumped into said vessel the internal pressure 
of said vessel rises. The quantity of ?uid pumped into 
the vessel is proportional to the internal pressure in said 
vessel until the elastic limit of the vessel has been reached. 
Beyond the elastic limit, quantity of ?uid pumped and in 
ternal pressure are no longer proportional to one another. 
This readily can be seen, for example, from a recording of 
the internal pressure versus quantity of ?uid introduced 
into a ?uid~?lled vessel under test wherein a straight line 
is produced prior to the vessel reaching its elastic limit. 
Beyond this elastic limit, the line deviates in slope. 

Ordinarily pressure versus volume or pressure versus 
time (if a constant volume delivery pump is used), is 
plotted by a recorder in a non-destructive hydrostatic 
pressure test and the test is terminated at the point where 
the line deviates in slope, i.e., at about the elastic limit of 
the vesel undergoing test. However, precision and accu 
racy of the plot can be detrimentally affected by one or 
more of the following: non-uniform pump rates, slippage 
in drive coupling between pump and recorder, and faulty 
valve action of the pump. The present invention, there 
fore, is directed to an improvement in and substantial 
elimination of these detrimental effects. 
The term “pressure vessel” as used herein, means closed 

or scalable containers of any shape which ordinarily are 
subjected to pressure in use and is meant to include gas 
storage cylinders, reactor tanks, pressure tubing and pipes, 
pipe lines, tank cars, storage tanks, boilers, boiler tubes, 
missile parts, combinations of the same and the like. 
The term “transducer” as used herein means a device 

activated by power from one system and supplying power 
to a second system. 

It is a principal object of the present invention to pro 
vide a novel improvement in methods for the non-destruc 
tive hydrostatic testing of pressure vessels. 

It is a further object to provide an improvement in the 
testing of pressure vessels whereby the elastic limit of the 
test vessel is determined in terms of internal pressure in 
said vessel versus weight of liquid pumped into said vessel. 

It is another object to provide an improvement in the 
testing of pressure vessels wherein leaks which may not be 
ordinarily observable by an operator are readily detectable 
on a recording chart. 

It is still a further object to provide an improvement in 
the testing of pressure vessels wherein non-uniformity of 
pumping rates, slippage in drive couplings between pump 
and recorder, and faulty valve action of the pump do not 
detrimentally affect the precision and accuracy of the test. 

The foregoing and other‘ objects and advantages of the 

10 

15 

25 

30 

45 

50 

55 

60 

3,230,760 
Patented Jan. 25, 1966 

L 
lC€ 

2 
present invention will become apparent from the detailed 
description presented hereinafter and by reference to the 
accompanying drawings. 
FIGURE 1 shows schematically a pressure vessel test 

ing apparatus used in the method of the instant invention 
with a pressure vessel attached thereto. 
FIGURE 2 shows a record of a pressure test conducted 

on a test vessel in accordance with the instant invention 
using an apparatus assembly similar to that shown in 
FIGURE 1. The broken line in FIGURE 2 is a retrace. 
FIGURE 3 shows a record of a pressure test conducted 

on a test vessel which had a leak using apparatus similar 
to that shown in FIGURE 1. 
The instant invention is an improvement in a method 

of non-destructive hydrostatic testing of a pressure vessel 
exhibiting elastic deformation on being subjected to the 
distending of a substantially incompressible liquid. This 
method includes the steps of pumping a substantially in 
compressible liquid from a liquid supply container into 
the interior of a liquid-?lled vessel, thereby to increase the 
internal pressure within said vessel above the ambient 
pressure on said vessel; automatically plotting on a re 
corder a single line graphic record of the resulting pres 
sure inside the vessel as a function of the quantity of liq 
uid so introduced into the vessel; determining from the 
record the point at which the pressure in said vessel is not 
proportional to the quantity of liquid introduced into said 
vessel, thereby detecting the elastic limit of the vessel; and 
discontinuing the introduction of said liquid into said 
vessel at about said elastic limit. The instant improve 
ment in said method comprises: connecting a weight trans 
ducer to said recorder ‘and to the container holding the 
liquid supply. As liquid ?ows to the pump from the con 
tainer, the weight of the liquid in the container decreases. 
The weight transducer detects this decrease in weight and 
transmits an electrical voltage to said recorder, said volt 
age corresponding to the decrease in weight of liquid in 
said liquid supply container. The decrease in weight of 
the liquid in said container thereby provides an accurate 
and readily discernible measure of the liquid introduced 
into the pressure vessel undergoing test. This is noted 
and can be plotted with respect to the pressure within 
the test vessel. 

In carrying out the instant invention, an apparatus is 
assembled as shown in the embodiment of FIGURE 1. 
This consists of a weight transducer supported on a rigid 
member called a weigh beam. A liquid supply container 
is connected to the weight transducer and suspended from 
the weigh beam. The liquid container also is connected 
by conduit, pipe or tubing through a pump to the interior 
of the vessel being tested. The weight transducer can, for 
example, be in the ‘form of a strain gauge bridge circuit 
attached to the beam. In operation, as liquid is pumped 
from the liquid supply container into the test vessel the 
decrease in weight in said container is detected by said 
weight transducer, the loss in weight converted into a 
corresponding electrical voltage and transmitted to the 
recorder. 

Weight transducers which are suitable for use herein in 
clude, for example, commercial weigh beams or weigh 
cells. These units use strain gauge bridge circuits applied 
to ‘a stress beam or shaft. 
The pump, pressure transducer recorder, and incom 

pressible liquids suitable for use herein are those which 
are normally used in methods for the non-destructive, 
hydrostatic testing of pressure vessel. 
The following examples are ‘merely illustrative of the 
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instant invention ‘but in no way are meant to limit it 
thereto. 

Example I 
A test vessel consisting of a steel tank of about 30 inches 

in diameter, about 60 inches in length and having a wall 
thickness of about 1A inch was inserted into an appa 
ratus set up similar to that shown in the embodiment of 
FIGURE 1. ‘The test vessel was ?lled with water and 
Was ‘connected to a ?uid supply tank and pump. The 
pump ‘Was ‘of the positive displacement type. A typical 
commercial pressure transducer was attached to the test 
vessel ‘and through its wire cable was connected ‘to an 
X-Y type recorder. A ‘weight transducer in the form of 
a typical commercial weigh beam-transducer combination 
‘was ‘then ‘connected to the recorder and said water sup 
ply tank. The weight transducer was mounted on a 
weigh beam. The water supply tank was suspended from 
the ‘Weigh b'ea'r'n, said beam in turn was mounted on a 
magnesium frame. Having attached ‘the vessel to ‘the 
test apparatus, ‘the pump was “started. As the weight of 
Water introduced into the test vessel increased, the pres 
sure in said vessel began to rise. The weight of water 
‘pumped into the water-?lled vessel Was detected by the 
weight transducer by said transducer measuring ‘the de 
crease in weight of the waterin the water supply tank. 
This decrease in Weight had the effect of varying the re 
sistance element in said weight transducer. An elec 
trical voltage which was indicative of, i.e. proportional 
to the decrease in weight of said ?uid supply tank was 
then sent to the recorder. The pressure impulses de 
tected by the pressure transducer ‘also were sent to the 
recorder in the form of an electrical voltage. As the 
pressure rose, the recorder produced 'a line, drawn by 
the recording pen. This line indicated both the pressure 
within the vessel at any given time as a function of 
weight decrease of said Water supply tank (equivalent to 
the liquid volume or liquid weight increase within the 

_ vessel). A's longas'the pressure imparted to the vessel 
was .in that range where the structural material of the 
test vessel was still within its elastic. limit the pressure 
increase‘versus weight of water pumped Was a straight 
line. ' However, as increasing weight of Water were 
pumped into said vessel and internal pressure increased, 
the elastic limit of the testvessel was surpassed at about 
532v pounds ‘per square inch gage as shown by the‘ devia 
tion in slope of the line drawn by the recorder pen (see 
FIGURE 2). At this point, where deviation from the 
straight line started to occur, the elastic limit of at least 
some portion ofthe test vessel had been exceeded. Pump 
ing of water into the test vessel was then stopped. 

.In order to double-check'the pressure test on said 
vessel to determine if the elastic limit of the vessel‘ac 
tu'ally vwas reached the ‘following procedure was carried 
out. 

Pumpby-pas‘s valve ‘was opened so that water from 
The 

recorder pen was left down on the recorder chart so 
that the pressure versus weight curve of the recorder was 
retraced to zero pressure and zero weight. The result 
as seen ‘by the ‘dashed line in :FIGURE 3 was a trace of 
a line parallel-to the ‘solid line offset by about 0.2 pound 
of'water‘on the abscissa. This showed that the pressure~ 
test was conducted beyond the elastic limit of the test 
vessel ‘whereby the permanent volume of ‘the tank in 
creased by the volume occupied by 0.2 poundof Water. 

Thus, the instant system not only detected the weight 
of water introduced into the water-?lled test vessel, but 
in addition recorded thesmall'incre'ase in volume of the 
test vessel after it was allowed to be controllably tested 
to determine its elastic limit. 

Example 11 

_ In order to show the retrace of a pressure versus Weight 
curve ‘of a pressure vessel tested below its elastic limit 
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d. 
produced by a nondestructive hydrostatic pressure test 
incorporating the instant improvement, the same proced 
ure was carried out on the same vessel, as set forth in 
Example I. The vessel described in Example I was re 
tested by the procedure set torth in this example except 
that the test was terminated at a pressure of about 440 
pounds per square inch gauge. A straight line was re 
corded thus showing that the test Was terminated prior 
to the reaching of the elastic limit of the test vessel. 
Valves 1 and 2 were closed and pump by-pass was then 
opened thereby allowing water to bleed back into the 
water supply tank. During this operation of pressure 
release the recorder pen was left in tracing position and 
retracted directly over the original line. 

This graphically showed ‘that there had been no in 
elastic deformation of the pressure since. If there had 
been inelastic deformation, the retrace would have been 
offset from the original graphic record by an amount sub 
stantially equal to the inelastic volume expansion of the 
vessel. 

Example III 

In order to show the effectiveness of the present in 
vention in detecting a small leak ‘in a test?vessel the fol 
lowing procedure was carried out using the system and 
method set forth in Example I. A valve on the test ves 
sel was opened a small amount at about 210 p.s.i.g. to 
provide a “leak” while the test vessel was pressurized to 
approximately its elastic limit. The water which “leaked” 
through the valve was collected. As seen from FIG 
URE 3, there was a slight change in slope of the graphic 
record over the pressure range of from about 210 p.s.i.g. 
to the elastic limit. The pump vwas ‘stopped at about the 
elastic limit, valves 1 and 2 were ‘closed, pump by-pass 
valve was opened and the pressure versus Weight line re 
tnaced. This is depicted as a broken line inFIGURE 3. 
As readily can be seen the broken line retrace ‘is non 
parallel to and offset from the original trace by'a distance 
representing nearly three pounds of water. 'M'easure 
ment of this “leaked” water indicated this actually was 
about three pounds. 

Various modi?cations can be made in the instant in 
vention without departing from ‘the spirit or scope 
thereof, for it is to be understood that We ‘limit ourselves 
only as ‘de?ned in the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. In a method for the non-destructive testing of a 

pressure vessel which exhibits elastic deformation on 
being subjected to the distending action of a substantially 
incompressiblev liquid including the steps of: pumping a 
substantially incompressible liquid received from a liquid 
supply container into the interior of a liquid-?lled vessel, 
thereby to increase the internal pressure within said ves 
sel above the ambient pressure on said vessel; automati 
cally plotting on a record-er a single line graphic record 
of the resulting pressure inside the vessel as a function of 
the quantity of liquid so introduced into the vessel; de— 
termining from the record the point at which the pres 
sure in said vessel is not proportional to the quantity of 
liquid introduced into said vessel, thereby detecting the 
elastic limit of the vessel; and discontinuing the introduc 
tion of said liquid into said vessel at about said elastic 
limit, the improvement which comprises: 

(a) connecting a Weight transducer to said recorder 
and to the liquid-supply container; and 

(b) transmitting an electrical voltage via said weight 
transducer to said'reoorder, said voltage correspond 
ing to the decrease in weight of liquid insaid liquid 
supply container pumped into said test vessel. 

2. The improvement in accordance with claim 1, in 
cluding the step of attaching said weight transducer to 
a rigid member and suspending said liquid supply from 
said rigid member. 

3. In an apparatus for the non-destructive testing of 
pressure vessels which includes, a container with apumn 
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for delivery of liquids under pressure, a liquid supply 
therein for said pump, a pressure transducer and re 
corder said pump connected to said liquid supply con 
tainer and to a pressure vessel undergoing test, said pres 
sure transducer attached to said pressure vessel and to said 
recorder, the improvement which comprises: a weight 
transducer connected to said recorder and to said liquid 
supply container such that said Weight transducer trans 
mits an electrical voltage to said recorder, said voltage 
corresponding to the weight of liquid delivered from said 
liquid supply container to said vessel. 

4. The improvement in accordance with claim 3, 
wherein said weight transducer is attached to a rigid mem 
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her and said liquid supply container is suspended from 
said rigid member. 
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