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This invention relates to bags, and more particularly 
to sifter bags for containing comminuted or pulverized 
materials, such as fertilizer, plant food or insecticides, 
which are ultimately to be shaken out of the bag. 
Among the several objects of the invention may be 

noted the provision of sifter bags such as described, made 
of paper or the like, and having sifter holes adjacent the 
bottom for ultimate sifting out of the contents of the bag, 
and in which the upper portion of the bag containing 
the material to be sifted out is initially closed off from 
the bottom portion of the bag by an intermediate closure 
so as to prevent sifting out of the material until the time 
of use, at which time the intermediate closure may be 
readily removed; the provision of a bag such as described 
in which the intermediate closure is constituted by a 
sewn seam which is readily unravelable for removal 
thereof; the provision of a bag such as described in which 
a cover may be provided for the sifter holes, which cover 
is readily removable as an incident of removing the in 
termediate closure; and the provision of a bag such as 
described whereby, after removal of the intermediate 
closure (and the cover, if a cover is provided), the con 
tents may be sifted out simply by holding the bag and 
shaking it, avoiding contamination of the hands by the 
contents. Other objects and features will be in part ap 
parent and in part pointed out hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises the construction 

hereinafter described, the scope of the invention being in 
di-cated in the following claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which several of 
various possible embodiments of the invention are illus 
trated, 
FIG. 1 is a view in elevation of a bag of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary elevation of the back of the 

bag of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-section taken on line 3-3 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a view corresponding to FIG. 1 showing the 

intermediate closure partially removed from the bag; 
FIG. 5 is a view showing the intermediate closure en 

tirely removed and with the bag in condition for sifting or 
dispensing materials; 
FIG. 6 is a view showing a modi?cation; 
FIG. 7 is a view showing the back of the bag of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged cross-section taken on line 8—8 

of FIG. 6; 
FIG. 9 is a view showing another modi?cation; 
FIG. 10 is an enlarged cross-section taken on line 

10—10 of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is a view showing still another modi?cation; 
FIG. 12 is a view of the back of FIG. 11; and 
FIG. 13 is an enlarged cross-section taken on line 

13-13 of FIG. 11. 
Corresponding reference characters indicate corre 

sponding parts throughout the several views of the draw 
mgs. 

Referring to FIGS. 1—5 of the drawings, a bag of this 
invention, designated in its entirety by the reference nu 
meral 1, is indicated as having an upper portion 3 for re 
ceiving and holding a material to be dispensed, and a 
lower portion 5 adapted to dispense the material from 
the bag. The lower end of the bag 1 is closed by a 
bottom closure 7. Sifter holes or openings 9 are pro 
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vided in at least one wall of the bag adjacent the bottom 
closure 7, and an intermediate closure 11 is provided 
adjacent and above the sifter holes or openings 9. Closure 
11 secures the walls of the bag together to hold the ma 
terial in portion 5, and is removable to permit material 
within portion 5 to be sifted through the holes or open 
ings 9 in the dispensing portion 5 of the bag. 
As shown, the bag 1 has front and rear Walls 13 and 

15, respectively, and the bag 1 is a gusseted bag, the 
gussets being indicated at 17. The bag 1 can be made 
of paper or the like. 
The bottom closure 7 includes a paper tape 19 folded 

around the bottom or lower end of the bag, which tape 
may be pasted to the bag. A narrow paper ribbon 21 
may be positioned along one face of the tape 19 on the 
wall 15 of the bag and stitching 23 is driven through the 
tape 19, the paper ribbon 21 and the walls 13 and 15 of 
the bag to close the bottom of the bag. The tape 19, 
ribbon 21 and stitching 23 extend beyond the ends of 
the bag as illustrated in the drawings. The sifter holes 
9 may be in one or both Walls 13 and 15 of the bag 1 
and are located immediately above the bottom closure 7. 
The intermediate closure 11 may be of the type shown 

and described in US. Patent No. 2,978,164 and may in 
clude two paper tapes 25 and 27 each of which may be 
folded in half along its length and positioned in engage 
ment with the front and back walls 13 and 15, respec 
tively, of the bag as best illustrated in FIG. 3. A line of 
stitching 29 is driven through the tapes 25 and 27 and 
through the walls 13 and 15 of the bag to secure the 
walls together. The stitching 29 of closure 11 is located 
above and adjacent the sifter holes or openings 9. The 
lengths of tapes 25 and 27 are preferably greater than 
the width of the bag and the tapes have end portions 31 
and 33 which extend past the side edges of the bag. The 
row of stitching 29 extends throughout the length of the 
tapes. 
The stitching 29 is preferably a single thread readily 

unravelable chain stitch type and may be formed by 
feeding the bag with the tapes 25 and 27 positioned on 
the walls of the bag through a sewing machine having a 
needle which drives loops of the thread through the bag 
and the tapes thereby forming needle holes 35 in the Walls 
of the bag. The loops of the thread forming the stitching 
are laid over on one side of the bag and extend through the 
preceding loop as shown in Patent No. 2,978,164. This 
stitching is unraveled with ease by taking hold of the 
trailing end of the thread, which is at the trailing end 
of the stitching in relation to the passage of the bag 
through the sewing machine, and pulling it away from the 
bag. ' 

For convenience in removing the tapes 25 and 27 and 
the row of stitching 29, a pull tab 37 may be adhered to 
the trailing end of the row of stitching 29 and to the end 
of the tape 25. The pull tab 37 consists of ‘a strip of 
paper and preferably extends beyond the ends of the 
tapes as shown in FIG. 2. The adhesive between the pull 
tab 37 and the tape 25 anchors the thread forming the 
row of stitching 29 against unraveling until it is desired 
to open the dispensing portion 5 of the bag. With this 
closure construction, closure 11 is readily removed simply 
by grasping the pull tab 37 and pulling it away from the 
bag as shown in FIG. 4. The bag 1 with the intermedi 
ate closure 11 fully removed is illustrated in FIG. 5. 
The upper end of the bag 1 may be closed by any suit 

able type of closure (not shown) after the bag has been 
?lled. 

In using the bag, the material to be dispensed, such 
as a comminuted or pulverized material, such as ferti 
lizer, plant food, insecticide or the like, is held in upper 
portion 3 of the bag as long as the intermediate closure 
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11 is in place holding the walls 13 and 15 of the bag to 
gether as illustrated in FIG. 3. When it is desired to dis 
pense the material contained in the upper portion 3 of 
the bag, the intermediate closure 11 is removed by grasp 
ing the pull tab 37 and pulling outwardly away from the 
bag. This results in complete removal of the tab, the 
folded tapes 25 and 27 and the thread forming the row 
of stitching 29. By using the single thread unravelable 
stitch type which is readily unravelable by pulling one 
end thereof, the. intermediate closure 11 is readily re 
moved and the material in the upper portion 3 in the bag 
can then pass into the dispensing portion 5 of the bag. 
The material may then be sifted out through the holes or 
openings 9 by holding the bag and shaking it. The holes 
or openings 9 can be of any suitable size, depending upon 
the material to be dispensed, the desired dispensing rate, 
etc. When the bag contains a material which might be 
harmful to the skin, dispensing of the contents in the 
manner described avoids contact between the hands and 
the material and thus avoids contamination of the hands. 

FIGS. 6-8 illustrate a modi?cation in which the holes 
9 are cove-red by a paper tape or cover 39 folded around 
the bottom of the bag, this tape 39 being of such width 
as to cover the holes. The tape 39 is attached to bag 1 
by an intermediate closure 41. The intermediate closure 
.41. includes a folded ?ller tape 43 and' is held in place 
.by a line of single thread stitching 45 of the readily un 
ravelable type described hereinbefore. ‘The stitching 45 
extends through the tape 43, through the walls 13.and 15 
of the bag and through the margins of the folded tape 39 
thereby to secure the tape 39 to the walls of the bag and 
to secure the walls 13 and 15 together so that the con 
tents of the bag will not pass through thesifter holes 9 
until the intermediate closure 41 is removed. The inter 
mediate closure 41 is of the same or similar construction 
as the intermediate closure 11 ‘previously described ex 
cept that the tape 27is eliminated and the tape 39 passes 
beneaththe tape 43 and is caught-by the stitching 45. 
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A pull tab 47 is adhered over the appropriate end of ' 
the tape 43 and the end of the thread of the stitching 45, 
and the intermediate closure can be removed by pulling 
the tab '47 away‘ from the bag wall13. When the stitch 
ing 45 is removed, the tape or cover 39 is also removed 
as an incident of the removal of the closure 41. The tape 
39 protects the holes or openings 9. 

Another form of bag of this invention'is indicated at 49 
inFIGS. 9 and 10, including walls 51 and 53 which are 
closed at the bottom by a pinch closure in which the 
walls 51 and 53 are folded upwardly and secured by an 
adhesive 55 to the wall 51 of the bag. The lower or 
dispensing portion of the bag 49 can include a plurality 
of sifter holes or openings 57 which may extend through 
one or both walls of the bag 49 in the pinch closure and 
the .holes ,57 are normally out of communication with the 
upper or material containing portion of the bag by an 
intermediate closure shown generally at 59. 
The intermediate closure 59 is shown as including a 

folded paper ?ller strip 61 extending along the pinch 
closure and secured in place by a line of stitching 63, the 
stitching being of the single thread unravelable stitch 
type as described hereinbefore and in the before-men 
tioned patent. A second paper ?ller strip (not shown) 
similar to the one shown at 61 may be provided and posi 
tioned on the other wall of the bag if desired. A pull 
tab 65 .is adhered over the appropriate end portion of the 
?ller strip 61 and the stitching 63 to that the closure 59 
can be removed for dispensing of material in the bag 
by pulling on the pull tab 65 to remove the stitching 63 
and the ?ller strip 61. The contents of the bag can then 
.be dispensed through the holes or openings 57 by shaking 
the bag to sift the contents through the holes or openings. 
‘Another formof bag of this invention is illustrated in 

FIGS. 11-13, this being a pinch bottom bag similar to 
the bag of FIGS. 9 and 10. The bag of FIGS. 11-13 has 
a length’ of tape of paper or the like .67 foldedaround the 
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pinch bottom and enclosing the holes or openings 57. 
Tape 67 extends upwardly along the walls 51, 53 of the 
bag above the holes or openings 57. The tape 67 can be 
held in place by the intermediate closure 59 as described 
in connection with FIGS. 9 and 10. The line of stitch 
ing 63 of closure 59 is driven through the side edges of 
the tape 67 to hold the tape 67 in place on the pinch bot 
tom of the bag. When intermediate closure 59 is re 
moved from the bag by pulling the pull tab 65, the stitch 
ing 63 is removed along with the filler strip 61, and the 
tape 67 is removed as an incident to removal of the inter 
mediate closure. 

In each of the various forms of this invention the con 
tents of the bag are retained in an upper portion of the 
bag until it is desired to dispense same, and the intermedi 
ate closurecan then be quickly pulled from the bag by 
use of the pull tab. The material or bag contents in the 
upper portion of the bag can then pass into the dispensing 
portion of the bag and the bag contents may be sifted out 
through the sifter holes or openings. The quickly remov 
able intermediate closure in the various forms of this 
invention/facilitates use of the sifter bag. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several ob 
jects of the invention are achieved and other advantage 
ous resultsattained. 
As various changes could be made in the above con 

structions Without departing from the scope of the in 
vention, it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or shown in the accompanying drawings 
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting 
sense. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A sifter bag made of paper or the like, said bag being 

closed at the bottom and having- sifter holes in at least 
one wall of the bag above and adjacent the bottom, said 
bag having a line of stitching extending across the bag 
from one side thereof to the other above and adjacent 
said sifter holes securing together the walls of the bag 
and constituting an intermediate closure for preventing 
the contents of the bag from sifting out through said 
holes, said stitching being removable to open up the bag 
for shaking out the contents through said holes. 

2. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 1 wherein the bot 
tom of the bag is closed by a tape folded around the 
‘bottom of the bag and a line of stitching driven through 
the tape. 

3. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 1 wherein the bot 
tom of the bag is closed by a tape folded around ‘the 
bottom of the bag, said tape covering said sifterholes, and 
said line of stitchingbeing driven through said tape above 
said sifter holes. 

4. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
bottom of the bag is closed by a pinch closure, said holes 
being in said pinch closure. 

5. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 4 having a tape 
folded around the pinch closure and covering said holes, 
said line of stitching being driven through the'tape. 

6. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 1 having holes in 
both walls of said bagbetween said bottom and said inter 
mediate closure. 

7. A sifter bag made of paper or the like and being 
closed at the bottom, said bag having sifter holes through 
at least one wall of the bag above the-closed bottom, said 
bag having a line of stitching extending across the bag 
from one side thereof to the other side thereof above and 
adjacent said sifter holes securing together said walls of 
the bag and constituting an intermediate closure for pre 
venting the contents of the bag from sifting out through 
said holes, said stitching being of the single thread un 
ravelable stitch type which is readily unravelable by pull 
ing one end thereof for removal of the stitching to open 
up the bag for shaking out the contents through the holes. 

8. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 7 having holes in’ 
both walls of said bag between said bottom and said inter 
mediate closure. 
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9. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 7 wherein said 
intermediate closure includes a length of tape positioned 
against a wall of the bag with said line of stitching being 
driven through said length of tape. 

10. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 7 wherein the bot 
tom of the bag is closed by a tape folded around the bot 
tom of the bag and a line of stitching driven through the 
tape. 

11. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 7 wherein the bot 
tom of the bag is closed by a tape folded around the bot 
tom of the bag, said tape covering said sifter holes, and 
said line of stitching being driven through said tape above 
said sifter holes. 

12. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 7 wherein the 
bottom of the bag is closed by a pinch closure, said holes 
being in said pinch closure. 

13. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 12 having a tape 
folded around the pinch closure and covering said holes, 
said line of stitching being driven through the tape. 

14. A sifter bag made of paper or the like and being 
closed at the bottom, said bag having sifter holes through 
at least one wall of the bag above the closed bottom, an 
intermediate closure extending across the bag from one 
side thereof to the other side thereof above and adjacent 
said sifter-holes securing together the walls of the bag 
and preventing the contents of the bag from sifting out 
through the holes, said closure including a strip of paper 
tape and a line of stitching driven through said tape and 
through said walls of the bag, said tape and stitching ex 
tending past the side edges of the bag, said line of stitch 
ing being of the single thread readily unravelable chain 
stitch type and being unravelable by pulling it from one 
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end of said line of stitching, and a pull tab secured to the 
end portion of said tape over said one end portion of said 
stitching so that said tape and thread are removable by 
pulling said tab to thereby open up the bag for shaking 
out the contents of the bag through the holes. 

15. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 14 wherein said 
holes are in both Walls of said bag between said bottom 
and said intermediate closure. 

16. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 14 wherein the 
bottom of said bag is closed by a tape folded around the 
bottom of the bag and a line of stitching driven through 
the tape. 

17. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 14 wherein the 
bottom of the bag is enclosed by a tape folded around the 
bottom of the bag, said tape covering said sifter holes, 
and said line of stitching being driven through said tape 
above said sifter holes. 

18. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 14 wherein the 
bottom of the bag is closed by a pinch closure, said sifter 
holes being in said pinch closure. 

19. A sifter bag as set forth in claim 18 having a tape 
folded around the pinch closure and covering said sifter 
holes, said line of stitching being driven through the tape. 
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