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An object of the invention is to provide a detachable 
table top having suitable attaching means secured to 
the under side whereby the table top is adapted to be 
supported on and securely attached to the pan head of 
a tripod base thereby providing a sturdy portable utility 
table. ‘ 

Another object of the invention is to provide a detach 
able table top which may be easily and quickly attached 
to or removed from the pan head of a tripod base with 
a minimum of effort. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

detachable table top which, when attached to the pan 
head of a tripod base may be raised, lowered, tilted and 
revolved as desired, these adjustments being limited only 
by the characteristics of the particular tripod to which 
it is attached. 
As will be evident, the present table top could be made 

in various sizes and shapes to hold or contain speci?c 
equipment such as photographic remote control apparatus, 
or by utilizing two or more identical attaching means 
secured to the under side of an extra large top and asso~ 
ciating the same with two or more tripods to form the 
base of a sturdy, adjustable table suitable for drafting 
purposes and the like. 

Referring now to the drawings for more speci?c details 
of construction in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a conventional photo 

graphic type tripod supporting and having attached 
thereto a table top embodying the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an under side perspective view of the table 
top shown in FIG. 1 illustrating the method of attaching 
the same to the pan head of a tripod; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged under side plan view of the 

table top showing the top attaching means in full lines 
and the tripod pan head in phantom lines; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged end elevation of the table top 
and attaching means shown in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a greatly enlarged partial sectional view taken 

on line 5—5 of FIG. 3. 
In FIG. 1 is shown a conventional photographic type 

tripod which is represented generally by the reference 
character 10 supporting and having attached thereto a 
detachable table top generally represented by the refer 
ence character 11 which is adapted to hold and support, 
in the preferred position, various articles of equipment 
such as a projector 12 shown in phantom line. 

Most photographic type tripods such as 10 shown in 
FIG. 1, supporting the detachable table top 11 of the 
invention, are standard or similar in construction and 
usually comprise a central support housing 13 to which 
are pivoted a plurality of folding legs 13a and through 
which a geared elevating bar 14 projects, to be conven 
iently raised or lowered by suitable gearing and crank 
mechanism 15 associated with the housing. A support 
member 16 is usually secured to the top end of the elevat 
ing bar 14 and is adapted to pivotally support a bracket 
17 to which is integrally attached a usually rectangular 
shaped ?at surfaced member 18 referred to as the “pan 
head," which may be tilted and locked in various posi 
tions, and which is adapted to support and hold equip 
ment such as a camera, in stationary relation .to the pan 
head member, as by means of a threaded member or 
thumb screw 19 which projects through the member 18 
and into a threaded bore in the base of the camera or 
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other equipment, where it may be locked in position by 
a knurled nut 20. 
The detachable table top 11 of the invention com 

prises a table board 21 which may be made of any suit 
able material and formed to any shape and size which 
may be desirable for the use intended, preferably having 
a smooth under side surface 22 to which an attaching 
or base plate 23 may be secured as by means of screws 24. 
The base plate 23 is preferably located at or near the 

center of the table board 21 which is formed with a 
cutout 25 to provide a clearance cavity, the purpose of 
which will be further explained. Attaching plate 23 
may be made of metal or any suitable material and may 
be of any desirable shape and size to provide a ?at abut 
ment surface 26 which is adapted to contact the under 
side surface 22 of the table board in parallel relation as 
clearly shown in FIG. 5, and is provided with a plurality 
of clearance holes 27 suitably located to receive the at 
taching screws 24 which secure the plate 23 to the under 
side surface 22 of the table board 21. 
The attaching plate or base 23 is also provided with 

one or more tapped holes 28 which extend through the 
plate and which have mating threads to receive the pan 
head thumb screw 19 of a tripod. One of the tapped 
holes 28 is preferably centrally located in the attaching 
or base plate 23, and the others radially outwardly spaced 
therefrom to provide for variations that may be en 
countered in the location of the pan head thumb screws 
in the tripod with which it is to be associated. A tapped 
hole 29 is also provided in the plate 23 near the outer 
edge 30 thereof, suitably spaced from and on a com 
mon center line 31 through the centrally located tapped 
hole 28 previously described, and is adapted to receive 
a suitable screw 32 which extends through an elongated 
slot 33 located on the center line 31 in a locking mem 
ber in the form of an adjustable plate 34 which is pro 
vided with outwardly projecting ears or contact members 
35 in arcuate relation; the purpose of which will be more 
fully explained, and into the clearance cavity 25. 
The detachable table top 11 may be easily and quickly 

assembled to the tripod 10 with which it is to be associated 
to form a portable utility table by performing the fol 
lowing simple steps of assembly: Locking plate screw 
32 is ?rst loosened to allow the locking member 34 to 
be moved outwardly away from the center tapped hole 
28, and then slightly tightened to hold the plate in this 
position, then the table top 11 with attaching plate 23 
previously secured to its under side is placed directly on 
top of the tripod pan head 18 with the outer face of 
attaching plate 23 abutting the top exposed surface of 
the tripod pan head 18 as clearly shown at 26 in FIG. 
5 with the center tapped hole 28 in direct alignment with 
the pan head thumb screw 19, which is then threaded 
into the tapped hole 28 until it projects upwardly into 
the provided Clearance cutout 25 in the bottom of table 
board 21 where it may be securely locked in place by 
tightening the knurled locking nut 20 against the under 
surface of the pan head 18, thereby securely fastening 
the table top 11 to the pan head 18 of the tripod com 
pleting the assembly of the novel utility table. 

It will be understood that the pan head portion 18 of 
the tripod 10 to which the detachable table top 11 is at 
tached is not always rectangular in shape as shown in 
this disclosure, and may on some otherwise standard tri 
pods, be circular or oval in shape. To provide for this 
variation in the tripod being used and to prevent the table 
top 11 from possible rotation about the axis of the at 
taching thumb screw 19, the locking plate 34, as stated, 
has been designed with the projecting ears 35 which pro 
vide spaced apart contact members in arcuate relation, 
adapted to bear against the outer edge of the pan head 
18 regardless of its particular shape, when locking plate 
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34 is moved inwardly into contact with said edge and the 
locking plate screw 32 ?rmly tightened, thereby prevent 
ing any tendency of the table top to rotate about the 
thumb screw and allowing for use of the table top with 
various shaped tripod pan heads. 
From the foregoing description and the drawings illus 

trating the one embodiment of the invention, it will be 
evident that the present invention provides a simple, effi 
cient and economical means of furnishing a practical, 
portable utility table by the novel association of a detach 
able table top with a standard photographic type tripod, 
which table is only limited in its functional capacity by 
the adjustability of the particular tripod with which it is 
associated, 
Although a preferred embodiment of the invention is 

shown and described herein, it is to be understood that 
modi?cations may be made therein without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in 
the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A detachable table top for a tripod having a pan 

head including a thumb screw, said table top comprising 
a table board, said table board having a clearance cavity 
in one surface thereof, a base plate disposed over said 
cavity, said base plate having a tapped aperture for 
threaded engagement with said thumb screw extending 
into said cavity for securing said table board to said tri 
pod. 

2. A detachable table top for a tripod having a pan 
head including a thumb screw, said table top comprising 
a table board, said table board having a clearance cavity 
in one surface thereof, a base plate disposed over said 
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cavity, said base plate having a tapped aperture for 
threaded engagement with said thumb screw extending 
into said cavity, and means for locking said pan head 
against movement about said thumb screw. 

3. A detachable table top for a tripod in accordance 
with claim 2 wherein a locking plate engages said pan 
head to secure said pan head against movement about said 
thumb screw. 

4. A detachable table top for a tripod in accordance 
with claim 2 wherein a locking plate engages said pan 
head to secure said pan head against movement about 
said thumb screw, said locking plate having spaced apart 
contact members. 
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