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This invention relates to novelty items and more par 
ticularly to an item wherein a part of the item is re 
strained in one position and upon release of the restrain 
ing means it assumes another position. 
More specif?cally, the object of the present invention 

is to provide a cardboard design foldable in a certain 
position and adapted to be contained within an envelope 
or the like and upon removal from the envelope the 
cardboard with its retained object will assume a different 
position to form a novelty device or a utilitarian device. 

In the principal form of the present invention, the ob 
ject thereof is to provide a cardboard material with a 
fold line and secured on one side of the fold line on the 
inside of the card an object which will lie ?at when the 
cardboard is folded and, upon opening of the cardboard, 
the object will assume a novelty position; to provide the 
novelty or object on the card simulating an animal or the 
like and particularly the body and head thereof forming 
a ?ve-sided pyramid on each side of a plane or base form 
ing a polyhedron; to provide the two pyramids or poly 
hedrons with fold lines whereby by pressure on one of 
the vertices of the pyramids the object will ‘be moved to 
folded position and, upon release of the pressure on the 
vertices, the object assumes a self-supporting position. 

In this form of the invention, the device is adaptable 
for greeting cards or the like. 
Another object of the present invention in connection 

with the principal form ‘of the invention is to provide re 
silient means on the inside of the pyramids of the poly 
hedron with the resilient means to cause the respective 
side edges of the base of the pyramids to be pulled to 
gether to form the novelty item. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be 
come apparent from the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings wherein are 
set forth by way of illustration and example certain em 
bodiments of this invention. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my invention shown 

in open position. 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view particularly il 

lustrating the resilient means for causing the pyramids to 
assume a polyhedron position. 

‘FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken on 
the line 3-—3, FIG. 1. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view with the novely item in 

partly open position. 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the outside of the cardboard 

forming the novelty animal. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
1 designates a novelty greeting card embodying one 

feature of my invention comprising a cardboard or similar 
paper structure having panels 2 and 2' separated by 
a ‘fold line 3 forming the inside of the folded structure 
and adapted to be enclosed with an envelope 4 (FIG. 
2). The cardboard, when folded, may be of a size to ?t 
in an envelope of moderate size. Mounted on the panel 
2 is a novelty device 5 made from a single piece of stiff 
paper, as illustrated in FIG. 5, such as cardboard or the 
like having two panels 5’ and 5", each panel having 
parallel side edges 6 and 7 and said panels 5’ and 5" being 
connected by a central or base fold line 8 which, 
when folded, as later described, will form pyramid sec 
tions 9 and 10. Section 10 has diagonally extending 
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fold lines 11, 12, 13 and 14, and section 9 ‘has diagonally 
extending fold lines 15, 16, 17 and 18 for folding the 
sections into the pyramids, also as later described. The 
section 9, when folded upon the fold lines 15, 16, 17 and 
18, forms triangular-shaped sections 19, 20, 21, 22 and 
23, and the section 10, when folded upon the fold lines 
11, 12, 13 and 14, forms sections 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28. 
The section 26 is provided with adhesive on its outside 
surface, as indicated at 29, FIG. 5. The sections 24 and 
28 have tabs or ?aps 30 and 31 separated ‘from the sec 
tions by fold lines 32 and 33 and are provided with ad 
hesive as indicated at 34 and 35. The base 36 ‘of the 
triangular section 27 and the base 37 of the triangular 
section 25 of the section 10, and the base 38 of the tri< 
angular section 22 ‘and the base 39 of the triangular sec 
tion 20 of the section 9, have extension members along 
said base lines and such base lines form fold lines, as 
later shown, and the extension members form tabs 42, 
43, 44 and 45 and are separated at one end from the 
bases 36, 37, 38 and 39 by notches 46, 47, 48 and 49, so 
that when the cardboard is folded together, as later de 
scribed, hook members 50 andl 51 will be formed, as il 
lustrated in FIG. 3, for receiving and mounting a re 
silient member 52, such as a rubber ‘band or the like for 
a purpose later described. The extension members 42, 
43, 44 and 45 are provided with adhesive as indicated 
at 53 and 54. 

In FIG. 5, the cardboard structure is illustrated from 
the outside or back and, in order to form the pyramids 
on each side of the base line 8, the panels 5’ and 5" are 
folded on the line 8 and the elongated extension mem 
bers 42, 43, ‘44 and 45 are folded inwardly to the inside 
of the structure 5 on their respective fold lines 36, 37, 38 
and 39 after the sections 9 and 10 are folded and secured 
together by the adhesive 54 and 53 in a face to face rela 
tionship. The adhesive 34 on the flap 30 is secured to 
the inside base portion 55 of the section 19, and the ad 
hesive 35 on flap 31 is secured to the inside base portion 
56 of the section 23. The cardboard sections 9 and 16 
are folded ?at on the line 8 to closed position, as shown 
in FIG. 2 with the adhesive 29 of section 26 on the out 
side. The section 26 is then adhesively applied 'by the 
adhesive 29 to the inside face of the panel 2, as illustrated 
in FIGS. 2 and 3. The two parallel lines 6 and 7 re 
main independently of each ‘other when the card is in 
folded position on the panel 2. When the novelty struc 
ture 5 is in the process of opening or closing, the lines 6 
and 7 de?ne the opening 57 as illustrated in FIG. 4. 
When the novelty structure 5 assumes the open position, 
as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 4, the line 6 is bisected at 
the vertex 91 of the pyramid 9 into segments A and B 
and the line 7 is bisected at the vertex 92 of the pyramid 
10 into segments C and D. The segments A and B fold 
back into face to face relationship to each other and the 
segments C and D also fold back into face to face rela 
tionship to each other, as illustrated in FIG. 1. The resil 
ient or rubber member 52 may be hooked over the hooks 
50 and 51 to cause the cardboard novelty structure to as 
sume the position as shown in FIG. 1 by drawing the 
hooked or side portions of the base of the polyhedron 
together. The section 9 is provided with extensions 58 
and 59 to simulate ears for the animal 60 as shown in 
FIG. 1. The eyes 61 may be painted or otherwise ?xed on 
the sections 19 and 23, as also illustrated in ‘FIG. 1. Feet 
as indicated at ‘62 may be drawn or otherwise ?xed on 
the panel 2 to illustrate an animal and a tail 63 may be 
drawn or otherwise ?xed on the insied of the panel 2", 
the vertices of the pyramid section 10 secured to the 
panel 2 being adjacent the fold line 3 near the tail 63. 
Other indicia may be shown as desire-d. While I have 
here shown the animal to simulate a mouse, other animals 
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and caricatures may be used without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 

In order to close the novelty item or animal, pressure 
is applied to the nose 64 by the ?nger 65 of the user, as 
illustrated in FIG. 4, and the cardboard structure simulat 
ing the animal will lie ?at against the panel 2 against 
the pressure of the rubber 52, and by folding the panel 
2’ over panel 2 the animal will remain in ?-at position. 
The envelope 4 in which the card is enclosed will also 
restrain the animal in closed position against pressure of 
the rubber 52. It is possible that when the card is with 
drawn from the envelope the pressure of the rubber will 
open the panels, but ordinarily the outside of the panel 
2 will contain some indicia (not shown) which will cause 
the addressee of the envelope to open the panel and the 
pressure then will be released on the cardboard animal 
so that the rubber will draw the sides together to assume 
the position shown in FIG. 1. 

It will be obvious from the foregoing that I have pro 
vided an improved novelty item simple and inexpensive 
to manufacture and ef?cient in operation. 

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and 
described certain forms of my invention, it is not to be 
limited to the speci?c forms or arrangements of parts 
herein described and shown except insofar as such limita 
tions are included in the claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A novelty device adapted to be contained in ‘flat 

position, comprising: 
(a) a supporting cardboard having a longitudinal fold 

line separating the cardboard into facing panels 
‘when folded on said fold line, 

(b) an animated character including a piece of card 
board having a portion adhesively secured to one 
of said panels, said piece of cardboard ‘having two 
facing panels, each panel having ends and a side 
edge, extending parallel to the ends and side edge 
of the other panel of the cardboard piece and a 
longitudinal base fold line connecting said panels 
of the cardboard piece, 

(c) means on the ends of one panel of said piece of 
cardboard adjacent said side edge and having ad 
hesive thereon to secure the same to the ends of the 
other side edge of the other panel of the cardboard 
piece, 

(d) fold lines extending diagonally from midway of 
said side edges of each panel of the piece of card 
board to said base fold line, 

(e) means on said secured ends of the panels of said 
cardboard piece forming oppositely facing hooks, 

(f) and resilient means engaging said hooks to exert 
a pressure thereon to draw the same toward each 
other forming two 5-side pyramids having a com 
mon base and forming a polyhedron simulating said 
character on one of said panels, 

(g) whereby pressure on the vertices of one of said 
pyramids will cause the polyhedron to lie flat on 
said panel and closing of the other panel thereover 
will hold the same in ?at position. 

2. A novelty device adapted to vbe contained in ?at 
position, comprising: 

(a) a supporting cardboard having a longitudinal fold 
line separating the cardboard into facing panels 
when folded on said fold line, 

(b) a piece of cardboard having a portion adhesively 
secured to one of said panels, said piece of card 
board having two facing panels, each panel having 
ends and a side edge extending parallel to the ends 
and side edge of the other panel of the cardboard 
piece and a longitudinal fold line connecting said 
panels of the cardboard piece, 

(c) flaps extending outwardly ‘from the ends of one 
panel of said piece of cardboard adjacent said side 
edge and having adhesive on said ?aps to secure the 
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4 
same to the ends of the other side edge of the other 
panel of the piece of cardboard, 

(d) fold lines extending diagonally from midway of 
said side edges of each panel of the cardboard piece 
to said ‘base fold line, said ends of each panel of 
said piece of cardboard having notches and fold lines 
extending from midway of said s'ide edges to inter 
sect said notches, 

(e) means in each notch connected thereto by fold 
lines and having adhesive for securing the two panels 
of the cardboard piece together and forming op 
positely facing hooks, 

(f) and resilient means engaging said hooks to exert 
a pressure thereon to draw the same toward each 
other forming two S-side pyramids having a com 
mon base and forming a polyhedron simulating an 
animal on one of said panels, 

(g) whereby pressure on the vertices of one of said 
pyramids will cause the polyhedron to lie flat on 
said panel and closing of the other panel thereover 
will hold the same in ?at position. 

3. A novelty device adapted to be contained in ?at 
position, comprising: 

(a) a supporting cardboard having a longitudinal fold 
line separating the cardboard into facing panels 
when folded on said fold line, 

(b) a piece of cardboard having a portion adhesively 
secured to one of said panels, said piece of cardboard 
having two facing panels, each panel having ends 
and a side edge extending parallel to ‘the end and side 
edge of the other panel of the cardboard piece and 
a longitudinal fold line connecting said panels of the 
cardboard piece, 

(c) ?aps evtending outwardly from the ends of one of 
the panels of said piece of cardboard adjacent said 
side edge and having adhesive on said ?aps to secure 
the same to the ends of the other side edge of the 
other panel of the piece of cardboard, 

(d) fold lines extending diagonally from midway of 
said side edges of said last named panels to said base 
fold line, said ends of each panel of said piece of 
cardboard having notches and fold lines extending 
from midway of said side edges to intersect said 
notches, 

(e) extension members in each notch connected to said 
last named panels by fold lines and having adhesive 
to secure said extension members of opposite panels 
of the cardboard piece together forming oppositely 
facing hooks when secured together, 

(f) and resilient means engaging said hooks to exert 
a pressure thereon to draw the same toward each 
other forming two 5-side pyramids having a com 
mon base and forming a polyhedron simulating an 
animal on one of said panels, 

(g) whereby pressure on the vertices of one of said 
pyramids will cause the polyhedron to lie ?at on 
one of said facing panels and closing of the other 
facing panel thereover will hold the same in ?at 
position. 

4. A novelty device adapted to be restrained in ?at 
position between two relatively stiff panel members fold 
able one over the other comprising: 

(a) a piece of cardboard having side edges and end 
edges and a fold line parallel with the side edges 
forming side panels and one side panel overlying 
the other when folded, the end edges of said panels 
having notches extending inwardly from said end 
edges, 

(b) extension members hingedly connected to said 
panels on each side of said fold line and extending 
into said notches, said extension members having 
tab portions spaced from said panels forming hook 
means on said panels, said extension members hav 
ing adhesive on one face thereof and adapted to fold 
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inwardly and be secured face to face when the panels 
are folded on the fold line, 

(c) means on the end edges of one panel securing the 
end edges of both panels together, and 

((1) means on one of said panels for securing said 
cardboard to one of said panel members, and 

(e) resilient means engaging said hook means to draw 
the panels toward each other when said panels are 
unrestrained. 

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein the means on 
the end edges of one of said panels for securing the end 
edges of both panels together includes ?aps hingedly con 
nected to the end edges of the panel secured to said card 
board and means securing said flaps to the other panel. 

6. The combination of claim 4 wherein said panels 
include a plurality of fold lines forming a plurality of 
triangular-shaped portions and the means on one of said 
panels for securing said carboard to one of said panel 
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members consist of adhesive on one of said triangular 
shaped portions. 
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