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This invention relates to a combination of a tool hav 
ing a blade with an edge to be protected and means for 
packaging the tool and protecting its blade edge. More 
particularly, this invention relates to a tool such as a putty 
knife in combination with packaging means which serve 
to package the knife for display purposes while at the 
same time protecting the edge thereof. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a tool and 
a protective package therefor. 
Another object is to provide a tool such as a putty 

knife and a protective package therefor, whereby the great 
bulk of the putty knife is visible to the purchaser, yet at 
the same time, the edge of the knife blade is protected. 
A further object is to provide a tool such as a putty 

knife with a protective packaging, whereby the prospec 
tive purchaser can test the tool and flex the blade with 
out harming the blade edge in order to get the “feel” o 
the knife. - ' 

Another object is to provide a tool such as a putty knife 
with a protective package therefor, whereby the protec 
tive package covers most of the blade edge and protects 
~the prospective purchaser from injuring himself upon the 
edge or corners of the blade. 
A further object is to provide a tool such as aputty 

knife with a protective package whereby the overall com 
bination of knife and protective package can be readily 
hung to form an attractive display. ' 

Yet another object is to provide a tool such as a putty 
knife in combination with a protective cover whereby the 
cover may be used effectively one time and one time only. 

Additional objects and advantages of this invention 
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip 
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a combination of a tool and 
protective package therefor in accordance with my in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the combination shown in 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing a strip on which 
the protective covers of my invention are mounted; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line 4-4 

of FIG. 1. 
Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a putty knife, gen 

erally designated by the reference character 10. This 
knife is made up of a` handle 12 and a blade 14. If de 
sired, the handle 12 may be provided with an aperture 16 
at the lower end thereof so that the tool can be hung by 
the user. The lower end of the knife blade 14 terminates 
in edge 18. 
A protective cover, generally designated by the refer 

ence character 20, is provided in order to protect at least 
the major portion of the blade edge 18. As shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4, the protective cover 20 comprises a longi 
tudinal blank 22, typically made of cardboard or the like, 
one surface of which is coated with a layer of pressure 
Vsensitive adhesive 24. The blank 22 desirably will have 
indicia on that surface which is remote from the layer 24 
of pressure-sensitive adhesive. The protective cover 20 
is conveniently stored O11 a backing layer 26 made of 
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paper or the like. When it is desired to apply the pro 
tective cover 20 to the knife blade 14, the cover 20 is 
merely stripped from the backing layer 26 and applied. 
As shown in FIG.V3, it is desirable to provide aper 

tures 28 in the protective cover, these apertures being so 
disposed that when the cover 20 is folded transversely to 
form a pair of leaves 30, the apertures 28 will be in align 
ment. It will be apparent from FIGS. 1 and 4 that the 
lower portions 32 of leaves 30 adhere to opposite sides 
of the knife blade 14 by virtue of the pressure sensitive 
adhesive 24. AThe upper portions 34 of leaves 3i) adhere 
directly to one another. Aperture 28 may be utilized by 
the vendor to hang the putty knife for display purposes. 

In order to protect the potential purchaser from pos 
sible injury arising from contacting the corner 36 of the 
knife blade 14, it is desirable that the width of the upper 
portions 34 of the leaves 30 be at least the width of the 
knife blade 14. In order to afford satisfactory protec 
tion for the blade edge 18, it is desirable that the width 
of the lower portions 32 of the leaves 30 be such as to 
cover at least a major portion of the blade edge 18. 

It will be apparent that the foregoing construction af 
fords a number of advantages. The aperture 28 permits 
the vendor of such items to hang up the item for attrac 
tive display. Since the protective cover 20 is afiixed only 
at the lower end of the blade 14, a potential purchaser is 
given an opportunity to examine and get the “feel” of the 
putty knife in that he can readily handle it, observe its 
appearance, and flex the blade without in any way injuring 
it. By virtue of utilizing a pressure-sensitive tape 24 to 
secure the lower portions 32 of the protective covering 
20 to opposite sides of the knife blade 14, there is pro 
vided a protective cover that can be effectively utilized 
one time and one time only. That is, once the protective 
cover 20 is stripped off and removed from the blade 14, 
it cannot be reused. Accordingly, there will be little 
likelihood that the vendor will remove the protective 
cover, use the putty knife for his own purposes, and there 
after attempt to replace the cover and sell the knife as a 
“new” (unused) item. 

Variations can, of course, be made without departing 
from the spirit of this invention. 
Having thus described this invention, what is desired to 

be secured and claimed by Letters Patent is: 
1. In combination, a tool having a blade with an edge 

to be protected, and means for packaging said tool and 
protecting said blade edge comprising an elongated blank 
coated on one side thereof with a pressure-sensitive ad 
hesive, said blank being folded transversely to form a 
pair of superposed leaves, the lower portions of said leaves 
overlying and being adhered by said adhesive to opposite 
sides of said blade and said blade edge and covering at 
least a major portion of said blade edge, the upper por 
tions of said leaves being adhered to one another by said 
adhesive, the width of said adhering upper portions being 
at least as great as the width of said blade edge. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the width of 
said adhering upper portions is substantially the same as 
the width of said blade edge. 
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