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?ve percent to John W. Phipps,'Trumbull, Conn., and 
?fteen percent to Wilbert E. Chaput, Reseda, Calif. 

Filed May 3, 1962, Ser. No. 195,360 ‘ 
1 Claim. (Cl. 52-732) 

'My invention relates to building construction and par 
ticularly to corner posts and a bracket to be used to form 
a corner post. ‘ 

In recent years, more and more effort has been ex-‘ 
pended by builders and the building trades to improve 
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FIG. 9 is a top plan view of my intersecting corner 

post mounted in a wall. 
Referring to the drawings and particularly to FIG. 1, 

it will be seen that the outside corner post is designated 

ice 

5 ‘ generally by reference numeral 1 and primarily comprises 

construction and reduce the costs of construction. Many 15 
new construction methods have been devised but these 
have been restricted almost exclusively to large building 
construction and the improvements in home construction 
have been restricted to the introduction of new materials; 
For example corner post construction whether it be for 20 
an outside corner, meaning a corner in the outside wall of 
a house, or an intersecting cornerrhas been the same for 
a‘ very long time. The ordinary way to assemble corner 
posts has been to secure studs together to make a solid 
post. 
in the case of intersecting corner posts. These posts are 
normally assembled on the construction site by using a 
‘suf?cient amount of studding material to make a solid 
post. The studs are normally 2 x 3’s or 2 x 4’s and at 

Sometimes blocks are used as spacers. particularly 25 

least three pieces are needed to construct a corner post. 30 
Outside corner posts are made of three, pieces and inter- ’ 
secting corner posts are made of three or four pieces and 
often include ?ller blocks. This type of construction uses 
a considerable amount of lumber and more important it 
is time consuming. These factors are especially signi?- 35 
cant because they directly affect the cost of building. 

Therefore, it is an object of this invention to eliminate 
the problem in present day corner‘post construction, set 
forth above, and yet to retain the structural advantages 
of the prior art. ' 
Another object of this invention is to provide a light 

weight corner post which may be prefabricated yet which 
has sufficient strength to function properly. 

Still another object is to provide a bracket which can 

40 

be used to construct both outside and intersecting corner 45 
posts. 

Still a further object ,ofmy invention is to provide a 
bracket for corner post construction whereby the post 
can be made without regular st-udding material. 
The objects of this invention are achieved by providing 50 

a bracket having means to secure upright members thereto 
to form a complete corner post. 

Other objects and further detailslof that which I believe 
to be novel and my invention will be clear from the 

three upright members 2, 3 and 4 and a plurality of 
brackets 5. In the post shown it should be noted that 
upright members 2 and 3 are adjacent to each other while 
upright member 4 is positioned diagonally opposite mem 
bers 2 and '3. This arrangement is preferred because it 
quite readily forms the desired corners 6 and 7 as can best 
be seen in FIG. 4. 

While in a typical embodiment I prefer to use wooden 
members to construct my corner post it should be under 
‘stood that metal or any other suitable material may be 
‘used. In this typical embodiment of an outside corner 
post I have ‘found that three wooden upright members and 
?ve metal brackets will construct a satisfactory post. 
Because the ordinary corner post is eight feet long a post 
can be constructed by placing one bracket at the top, 
another at the bottom and positioning the remaining three 
brackets at two foot intervals. In such a manner I pro 
vide a corner post with more than enough structural 
strength for building requirements while at the same time. 
I provide a savings in labor cost and material. 

Bracket 5 has a main body member 8 which has a ?rst 
section 9 and a second section 10. In order to increase 

‘ the rigidity of body 8, I provide sections 9 and 10 with 
perpendicular strengthening members 11. While the 
brackets 5 made of sheet metal have been found to be 
su?iciently strong for all uses I prefer to add members 11 
to insure against accidental bending during assembly. 
Members 11 may be formed by bending although they 
may be formed by any other suitable process such as 
drawing. 

In order to secure upright members 2, 3 and 4 to 
bracket 5, I provide a plurality of ?anges which extend 
from and are substantially perpendicular to body 8. As 
can be plainly seen in FIG. 2 ?anges 12 and 13 are at 
tached to body section 9 and ?anges 14 and 15 are 
attached to body section 10*. ' 
Due to the narrow connecting section 16 between sec‘ 

tions 9 and 10, I prefer to cut ?ange 15 so as to leave a 
triangular section 17. Section 17 gives the increased 
strength needed to prevent accidental bending of body 
,8 during assembly. The brackets shown in FIGS. 3 
and 5 having relatively large connecting sections 16 so 
no additional strengthening is needed, however, the 
bracket shown in FIG. 6 is provided with triangular sec 
tion 17 as is the bracket shown in FIG. 2. When bracket 

‘ 5 is provided with section 17 upright member 4 must be 

following description and claims taken with the accom- 55 
panying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of an outside 
corner post; ‘ 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a bracket used to con 
struct the post shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a second embodiment 
of the bracket shown in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a top plan view of my outside corner post 

mounted in a wall; 

60 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a third embodiment of 65 
the bracket shown in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment 

of the bracket shown in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a portion of 

secting corner post; ‘ 
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a bracket used to con 

struct the post shown in FIG. 7;. and 

an inter 
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slotted to receive section 17. 
‘ Referring again to the typical embodiment of my in 
vention previously mentioned I have provided one or 
more holes 18 in each of the ?anges 12, 13‘, 14 and 15. 
Holes 18 are used to secure upright members 2, 3 and 4 
to bracket 5 such as by nails 19 as shown in FIG. 1 or 
by any other suitable securing device such as screws, bolts 
or the like. 

Bracket 5 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 has been described 
in detail above. Referring now to FIGS. 3, 5 and 6 it 
can be seen that brackets 5 shown in each of these ?gures 
consists of a body member 8 having a ?rst section 9 and 
a second section 10 and ?anges 12‘ and 13 connected 
to section 9 and ?anges 14 and 15 connected to section 
10. The difference in size of bracket 5 shown in FIGS. 
2, 3, S and 6 is because different size corner posts are 
needed for different walls. The size of bracket 5 and 
consequently corner post 1 is governed by the size stud~ 
ing used to construct the wall into which post 1 is to 
be placed. 
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In order to form a complete outside corner post 1 
upright member 2 is secured to ?ange 12, upright mem 
ber 3 is secured to ?ange 14 and upright member 4 is 
secured to ?anges 13 and 15. Post 1 is constructed by 
using bracket 5 shown in FIG. 2 and is dimensioned to 
be used in walls made with 2 x 4’s While members 2 
and 3 are 2 x 2’s and sections 9 and 10 are made to ob 
tain proper dimensions for post 1. It should be under 
stood that the sizes ‘mentioned can be changed along with 
the bracket dimensions to adapt the resulting post to any 
size wall. 

It is intended to use a 2 X 4 as member 4, a 1 X 3 as 
member 3 and a 1 x 2 as member 2 when using the form 
of bracket 5 shown in FIG. 3. In order to use similar 
upright members such as 2 X 2’s bracket 5 would take 
the form shown in FIG. 5. The bracket shown in FIG. 
6 uses the same size upright members as does the bracket 
shown in FIG. 3 with the exception of member 4 which 
is a 2 X 2 when using the form bracket 5 shown in FIG. 6. 
When using one inch thick upright members it is some 

times dif?cult to secure them to bracket 5. Most of the 
securing members like nails 19 would pass through the 
upright members giving rise to a dangerous condition. 
To alleviate this problem I prefer to provide tabs 22 
with holes 18 on brackets 5 shown in FIGS. 3 and 6 so 
that the nails may be driven into upright members paral 
lel to the long dimension. In this manner a stronger post 
is constructed and tabs 22 are provided on ?anges 12 
and 14 which are secured to one inch thick upright 
members. In this manner a stronger post is constructed 
and no nails or other securing devices pass completely 
through the upright members. 

It should be understood that the dimensions given are 
the dimensions used by the building trades and lumber 
dealers. In fact these are the dimensions by which al— 
most everyone knows such pieces of lumber but the actual 
size is slightly different. The ?nished size, for exam 
ple, of a one inch thick piece of lumber is actually three 
quarters of an inch. 

While I have given examples of typical upright mem 
bers to be used with di?erent forms of bracket 5 it 
should be understood that I do not intend to limit my 
invention to these examples. The size of the brackets 
and upright members can be varied and any combination 
can be used which will result in a post of the proper 
dimensions. It can be easily seen in FIG. 4 that the 
size of bracket 5 and members 2, 3 and 4 can be selected 
to give a proper size post 1 to correspond to the size of 
studs 20 used to construct walls 21. 

In order to construct intersecting corner posts I pro 
vide a form of bracket 5 shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. As 
can readily be seen in these ?gures bracket 5 has a body 
member 8 having a ?rst section 9 and a second section 
10. Strengthening members 11 are provided to insure 
rigidity of body 8. In FIG. 7, I have shown a portion of 
an intersecting corner post 23 constructed in accordance 
with my invention. As can be seen post 23 is constructed 
by using a plurality of brackets 5 and four upright mem 
bers 24, 25, 26 and 27. 

In order to secure members 24, 25, 26 and 27 to bracket 
5, I provide a plurality of ?anges 28, 29, 30 and 31. Be 
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cause typically only one inch thick upright members 24, 
25, 26 and 27 will be used to construct post 23 ?anges 
28, 29, 30 and 31 are each formed with tabs 22 having 
holes 18 formed therein so that securing devices can be 
positioned parallel to the long dimension of members 
24, 25, 26 and 27. 
Once again referring to the typical embodiment mem 

bers 2.4 and 27 can be 1 X 2’s while members 25 and 26 
can be 1 X 3’s. The dimensions of section 9 can be chosen 
to adapt post 23 to ?t a wall made with 2 X 3’s or 2 X 4’s. 
Due to the fact that intersecting corner posts are posi 

tioned at any desired point along a wall I provide ?ange 
32 having holes 18 formed therein to allow post 23 to be 
secured to the sheathing 33 of a wall 34. Corners 35 
and 36 provided by post 23 give means to attach wall 
37 to wall 34. 
As will be evident from the foregoing description, cer 

tain aspects of my invention are not limited to the 
particular details of construction of the example illus 
trated, and I contemplate that various and other modi?ca 
tions and applications will occur to those skilled in the 
art. It is, therefore, my intention that the appended 
claim will cover such modi?cation and applications as 
do not depart from the true spirit and scope of my in 
vention. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: 
A composite structural corner post for buildings com 

prising, a plurality of vertically spaced brackets, each 
of said brackets comprising a body member having two 
offset sections, a ?rst section and a second section, said 
sections connected together at adjacent corners form 
ing two opposed rectangular recesses on opposite sides 
of said bracket, each of said sections having a pair of 
?anges secured thereto in a perpendicular relationship 
to said body member, said ?anges secured to the edges 
of said sections adjacent said recesses, a ?rst upright 
member secured in one recess to one of said ?anges from 
said ?rst section and .one of said ?anges from said sec 
ond section, a second upright secured in the other recess 
to the remaining ?ange of said ?rst section and a third 
upright secured in the last mentioned recess to the re 
maining ?ange of said second section, adjacent surfaces 
of said second and third upright members being in abut 
ting perpendicular relationship to thereby form on inside 
corner therebetween. 
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