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This invention relates to a slipper and more particu 
larly to a slipper that, besides being a foot covering, 
may be used as a toy in the nature of a hand puppet. 
Slippers, such as bedroom slippers for children, are often 
decorated so as to simulatelthe heads of small animals, 
Storybook characters and the like. In compartively re 
cent years, hand puppets have become popular as toys. 
These puppets are dolls which are ‘worn on the hand, 
with parts given ‘motion by flexing the ñngers of the 
hand. Heretofore, children’s slippers were not designed 
or adapted for‘use as hand puppets, nor were puppets re 
quired or expected to function as` slippers. 
The object of the present invention is to provide a deco 

rated slipper to be worn and used on the foot in the cus 
tomary manner but one that is adapted alternatively to 
be used on the hand and graspedwith the lingers, the 
decorative portions on the slipper‘then becoming features 
of a puppet that may be manipulated or animated by the 
hand. This combination of slipper and hand puppet 
produces an article practical and useful as either a slip 
per or puppet and having appeal not only as an attractive 
foot covering but also as an amusing toy. 
The object of the invention is met by providing an 

article in the nature of a slipper with decorative details so 
arranged and iiexible and expansible portions built into 
the article in such a fashion that, when a hand is in 
serted in the article, the sole may be reversely flexed about 
its middle and the article converted into ̀ the head of a 
puppet having a movable mouth or jaw. Further details 
of that which is believed to be novel' and included in this 
invention will be clear from the following description and 
claims, taken with the accompanying drawing in which 
is illustrated one example of an article embodying the 
present invention and incorporating the novel mechanical 
and decorative features for using the same either asa 
slipper or as a hand puppet toy. 

In the drawings FIG. 1 'is a side view of an exemplary 
article, used as a slipper, portions being broken away and 
indicated in section to shown interior details of con 
struction, and 

FIG. 2 is a side perspective View of the article of 
FIG. 1 as it appears when placed on a hand and flexed 
so as to be used as a hand puppet. 

In the embodiment here shown, the article is in the 
nature of a slipper-sock with an “upper” which includes 
a tubular leg portion 5 preferably made of knitted ma 
terial which is both flexible and elastic, a heel portion 6 
at the end of the leg portion and a toe portion ’7 extend 
ing forwardly of the heel. The usual wearing surface on 
the bottom is provided by a sole 8 transversely flexible 
at least at a point 9 about midway between the toe and 
the heel. For purposes that later appear, the construc 
tion is such that a hinging or folding outwardly as well as 
inwardly of the article is provided at 9. 
The toe portion 7, besides covering the front of the 

`foot of a wearer, is decorated and may be provided with 
a stiffened and enlarged section 10 shaped to simulate 
the top of the head of an animal or other character. 
This section may be provided by a properly shaped piece 
of sponge rubber or plastic foam 11 covered with a fabric 

On this front or head section 10 facial features are pro 
vided as decorations for display when the article is used 
as a slipper, these decorations also serving as some of 
the features of the puppet character when the article is 
used as a toy. Reference is had to such features as a nose 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

40 

55 

60 

65 

70 

3,226,849 
Patented Jan. 4, 1966 

,. 

lCC 

2 
13, eyes 14, and ears 15. Note that each of these fea 
tures normally would appear as a facial feature above the 
`upper lip of the mouth of a character, the forward portion 
of the sole of the slipper constituting the upper lip. The 
entire bottom of the sole and its edges may be colored 
red so as to simulate the usual red color of the inside 
of the mouth and the lips of the puppet character. 
The heel portion-6 of the article is made of or covered 

with some appropriate material to simulate the chin, 
lower jaw, and beginning of the neck of the character, 
all these features being located normally below the lower 
tip of the head. The rear portion of the sole, under the 
heel, will become the lower lip and the inside of the 
lower -portion of the mouth of the puppet character when 
the article is used as a toy. When used as a slipper, the 
“features” on the heel are upside down. 
The proper location of the Various facial features, as 

set forth above, provides ready conversion of the slippers 
to use as a hand puppet toy when desired. After insert 
ing the hand, palm downward into Ithe slipper, with the 
fingers in the toe portion and the thumb in the heel por 
tion, a user brings the ñngers and thumb together, flexing 
the sole outwardly to fold it across the transverse line or 
area 9. Thus the various features are brought together 
in proper positional relationship so that the head of 
the puppet character is simulated, having a jaw that may 
be animated by moving the fingers and thumb with re 
spect to each other. ' 

ln the particular example of the invention here shown, 
in which the toe and heel portions may be made of some 
what stiíf and inelastic material, it may be desirable to 
provide for the outward folding of the sole upon itself 
without pulling the heel 6 or toe 7 tightly against the 
sole. . One Way to provide for this in the exemplary slip 
per-sock is to continue the elastic leg portion 5 of the 
upper downwardly on either side of the article between 
the toe portion and the heel portion until it reaches the 
sole 8 in the area of the line 9. This downward extension 
is indicated by the numeral 16. Without the elastic or 
expansible sections 16 or some similar arrangement, the 
sole, even though ilexible, might not be capable of fold 
ing easily outwardly upon itself to provide the jaw hinge 
for the puppet. Suñicient expansion must be provided 
either by choice of materials used or by cut of the article 
so that even when the hand is inserted within the article 
the reverse flexing of the sole may take place for the de 
sired animation of the toy. Although the example here 
shown includes the knitted tubular leg portion 5, which 
encircles the wrist and helps to hold the article on the 
hand when it is used as a puppet, such leg portion could 
be eliminated, although the resulting article might not be 
as attractive or as convenient to use. 
The various parts of the slipper-toy may be given any 

desired coniiguration to represent the head of an animal 
or other character, the leg portion, if used, constituting 
a “nec ” and back of the head associated with the facial 
features. Further animation of the puppet may be ob 
tained by twisting the wrist. As noted, the toe portion 
carries decorations representing features located above 
the upper lip while the heel portion simulates or car 
ries decorations representing features located below the 
lower lip of the mouth of the character. The reverse 
hinging provided by the flexible sole permits the con 
version of the article to a hand puppet. When the article 
is not being used as a hand puppet, the normal resiliency 
of the sole 8 and other parts will pull the article back 
into its slipper shape so that it may be pulled onto a foot 
and worn as a foot covering in the usual way. 
As will be evident from the foregoing, certain aspects 

of this invention are not limited to the particular de 
tails set forth as an example, and it is expected that vari 
ous modifications of the invention will occur to those 



3,226,849 
. 3 4 

skilled in the art. It is therefore intended that the ap- whereby said sole simulates the mouth of the puppet 
pended claims shall cover such modifications as do not character head when said slipper is worn on the hand. 
depart from the true spirit and scope of the invention. 3. In a slipper of the type having 
What is claimed is: an upwardly extending tubular leg portion of elastic 
1. A slipper of the type having a normally flat sole, 5 knitted material, 
a toe portion covering one end of the sole, a heel portion joined thereto at one end, 
a heel portion extending from the opposite end of the an enlarged toe portion extending from said leg por 

sole, tion opposite said heel portion, and 
said sole being sufliciently flexible between said toe a normally flat sole covering the bottom of said heel 

and heel portions that it may be folded outwardly 10 and toe portions, 
on itself, and that improvement adapting said slipper for use as a 

means between said toe and heel portions adapted to hand puppet character having the form of a head 
permit such outward folding, with a mouth and nose, eyes, ears and chin thereon, 

said sole simulating the interior of a mouth and the comprising 
lips of a puppet character head when the S016 iS 15 a transverse flexible area on said sole between said heel 
folded, and toe portions, 

said toe portion being decorated to simulate facial decorative features on said toe portion simulating the 
features above the mouth of the puppet character nose, eyes, and ears of the puppet character head, 
head, and said enlarged toe portion simulating the top of the 

said heel portion simulating features in the area below 20 head, 
the mouth Ofîhî2 PUPPEÈ Chäf?lcîer head, h decorative features on said heel portion simulating 

whereby _when said sole is folded outwardly on itself the Chin of the puppet Character head in upside down 
said slipper is adapted to be used as a hand puppet position, 
character head hfwmg a mouth movable by foldmg _ said tubular leg portion simulating the neck of the head, 

2 aInd urll-.foldmgfsädtsole'h . n 20 side extensions on said leg portion leading to said 
' n_aslppero. e 51.96 avm“ sole between said heel portion and said toe por~ 

a flexible upper including . 

a heel portion and non.’ . . . . . 

a toe portion extending Opposite said heel portion, and the knitted material of said extensions having sutiicient 
a iicxible sole covering the bottom of said heel and 30 elasuclty and expalls‘b‘htx S0 that Said 501e may ‘_Je 

toe Portions, ilexed outwardly at its flexible area and folded on it 
that improvement adapting said slipper for use as a Self between Said heel and 10e POFÜOIIS, 
hand puppet character having the form of a head whereby said sole simulates the mouth of the puppet 
with a mouth and other facial features thereon, com- character head when said slipper is worn on the 
prising 35 hand. 

decorative features on said toe portion simulating facial 
features above the mouth of the puppet character References Cited by The Examiner 
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heel portion and said toe portion, and 

said sides being of sufñcient expansibility that said 
sole may be flexed outwardly and folded on itself 
between said heel and toe portions 
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