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This application is a continuation-in-part of my‘ prior 
application ?led October 14, 1960, Serial No. 62,744, now 
abandoned. " 

This invention relates to dental cushions for arti?cial 
dentures. 

In my prior US. Patent No. 2,392,513, there is dis 

10 

closed a dental cushion for arti?cial dentures which has . 
proven satisfactory and which comprises a piece or strip‘ 
of sheet material impregnated with a non-soluble compo 
sition which is plastic but does not melt at body tempera 
ture. ‘ ‘ 

This cushion, however, has Sa number of shortcomings. 
When the user ?rst uses dental cushionsmade in‘accord 
ance with my prior patent, the cushion is satisfactory in 
that it cushions or pads the hard surface of the denture 
from contact with the tender‘ and sensitive gum tissues. 
As the dentures are used with the dental cushions in 

place the user‘ is able to apply the same jaw pressure as 
was customarily used ‘with the natural teeth, but ‘with this 
strong biting pressure the surfaces of the cusps tend to 
Wear as the teeth grind against each other. ‘ 
As this wear occurs the dentures n'orlonger have the 

same biting location as when the dentures were ?rst made 
and the jaw bite becomes closer. As the bite becomes 

‘ closer the dentures no longer function ‘as originally. As 
the change of bite becomes more pronounced the dentures 
have a tendency to move and slide over the gum tissues. 
The user, at this stage of the bite change, requires a 
thicker gage cushion to offset the wear and restore the 
bite opening to its earlier amount. 

It has heretofore been suggested thatrthe impregnation 
of the cushion of my prior patent be made thicker or 
heavier but this has not proven satisfactory in ‘that the 
thicker or heavier imprengation was not‘only too bulky 
but was not sufficiently soft and resilient. The heavier 
impregnation merely resulted in more of the impregnating 
material leaving its position and moving to the edge of the 
denture so that the cushion euded'being just as thin as 
before at the locations of pressure and contact. , 

It is the principal object of the present-invention to pro 
vide an improved dental cushion that is thicker yet softer 
than the cushion heretofore available and which will tend 
to restore the original bite as determined when the den 
tures were ?rst made. ‘ ~ 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
an improved cushion for arti?cial dentures in which the 
facing portion for disposition against the gum tissue is 
of a softer and more resilient character than has hereto 
fore been available, but which retains the advantageous 
features of my prior dental cushion referred to above. 

It is afurther object of the present invention to provide 
an improved dental cushion in which one face is particu 
larly adapted for bearing against the internal surface of 
the denture and in which the other face is soft so as to 
provide a soft gentle cushioning feeling and action at the 
surface in engagement with the gum tissue even when 
the same becomes wet with saliva. ‘ 

It is a further object of the‘ present invention to pro 
vide a dental cushion having improved capabilities for 
locking the same in position to provide a surface for con 
tact with the gum, which surface is receptive to additional 
materials if desired. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro~ 
vide a dental cushion which is particularly suitable for 
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use with dentures which have become worn by use and 
where changes in shape of the gum tissues have already 
occurred with changes in the shape of the cusps occa 
sioned by wear. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved dental cushion which is thicker and 
softer than dental cushions heretofore available Without 
sacri?ce of the suction action for retaining the denture 
in position. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved dental cushion of the character afore 
said which is particularly suitable for lower dentures, 
but isnnot limited to use therewith. 

Other objects and advantageous features of the inven 
tion will be apparent from the description and claims. 
The nature and characteristic features of the invention 

will be more readily understood from the following de 
scription, taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings forming part thereof, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a preferred ‘form of 

‘sheet material‘ employed in connection with the; present 
‘invention, parts being broken away to show the construc 
tiori; . 

FIG. ‘2 is‘ a transverse cross sectional view taken ap 
proximately on the line 2—2 of FIG. 1; . 
‘FIG. 3 is a diagrammatic view in vertical cross sec 

tion and greatly enlarged showing the application of a 
portion‘ of the cushion for a lower denture prior to 
positioning in place in the mouth; 

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic view in vertical cross section 
and greatly enlarged showing the application of a portion 
of the cushion of a lower denture in place in the mouth; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of an upper denture cushion; and 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of a lower denture cushion. 
It should, of course, be understood that the description 

and drawings herein are illustrative merely, and that vari 
ous modi?cations and changes can be made in the struc 
‘ture disclosed without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. _ ‘ 

Like numerals refer to like parts throughout the several 
views. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, the 
cushion in accordance with the present invention is pref 
erably made from a laminated fabric 10 which includes 
a base fabric lamina of a sheet of knitted or woven textile 
fabric 11, such as cotton ?annel, with initial napped or 
?brous opposite faces 12 and 13. If desired, the base 
fabric lamina 11 can be of paper reinforced with a thin 
sheet of woven open mesh gauze of textile ?bers. 
The lamina 11 is stiifened in any desired manner, pref 

erably by an impregnating material capable of deforma 
tion in the mouth of the user to conform to the shape of 
'the gums, and of retaining the. shape which is attained. 
For this purpose, as in my prior Letters Patent, a wax can 
advantageously be employed, such as that used by dentists 
in making oral impressions and which is tasteless and will 
soften but not melt at body temperature. 
The lamina 11 has adherently secured thereto in any 

desired manner, but preferably by adherence attendant 
upon the impregnating material, a lamina 14‘. In one pre 
ferred embodiment the lamina M can comprise a knitted 
or woven fabric, similar to or identical with the fabric 
lamina 11, and with an exposed napped or ?brous face 15. 
The face 15 in and of itself provides a soft cushion and 
also provides a place for the application of denture hold 
ing powders which will be retained by the face 15, with a 
greatly reduced tendency towards migration into the 
mouth. 

In another preferred embodiment of the invention the 
lamina 14 can consist of cotton linters or loose cotton 
?bers in a layer sufficient in amount so that when com 
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pressed it is equivalent in thickness to the knitted or woven 
fabric of the base lamina 11. The quantity and thickness 
can be varied, can be in excess of the amount stated and 
can be of a lesser amount down to about one half the 
equivalent thickness but not to a point where the cushion 
ing action is not retained and readily available. The 
?brous cotton lamina is preferably secured by adherence 
attendant upon the impregnating material. 

In use, the fabric 10 is cut into cushions 16 of C-shape 
for use with upper dentures and cut into cushions 16' of 
D-shape for use with lower dentures and the exposed 
face of the impregnated lamina applied against the interior 
of a denture 17. 

If it is desired to apply a holding powder, antiseptic 
powder, or the like, this is then sprinkled onto the face 15. 
The denture 17 and the cushion 16 or 16' are moved 

into position with the cushion 16 or 16’ interposed be 
tween the denture 17 and the gum 18 and the jaws are 
closed. 
The heat and pressure will cause the cushion 16 or 16’ 

to quickly conform to the shape of the denture 17 on one 
side and the gum 18 on the other. The face 15, with or 
without additive powder applied thereto, will provide a soft 
cushion in direct contact with the gums even when the 
face 15 absorbs saliva. 

In FIG. 3 of the drawings, the initial deformation of 
the cushion 16' is illustrated while in FIG. 4 the cushion 
ing action with the cushion 16’ in place is shown. The 
cushion 16 or 16’ has the face 15 thereof in direct com 
fort enhancing contact with the gum 18 while the interior 
of the denture 17 has the face 12 of the cushion 16 in 
contact therewith. 
When the denture 17 is removed for cleaning, the 

cushion 16 or 16’ can be removed and replaced before 
the denture 17 is reinserted into the mouth. ~ 
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I claim: 
1. A cushion for an arti?cial denture conforming to 

the shape of the denture for insertion between the denture 
and the gum, said cushion comprising a laminated fabric 
having the characteristic of shape retention and of de 
formation and conformability to the denture and to the 
gum upon subjection to body temperature and a cushion 
face for engagement with the gum, said fabric consisting 
of a lamina of a base fabric impregnated with a deform 
able shape retaining agent which will soften but not melt 
at body temperature and another deformable lamina in 
direct adherent engagement therewith, said second lamina 
being held in position by the engagement of the impregnat 
ing agent therewith and having an outer and exposed 
?brous cushion face for retention of saliva and adherent 
contact with the gum. 

2. A cushion for an arti?cial denture as de?ned in claim 
1 in which said base fabric lamina is a textile fabric. 

3. A cushion for an arti?cial denture as de?ned in 
claim 1 in which said second lamina is a napped textile 
fabric. 

4. A cushion for an arti?cial denture as de?ned in claim 
1 in which said second lamina is a layer of loose cotton 
?bers. 
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