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This invention relates generally to portable lamps and 
more particularly to a portable ?ashlight which is adapted 
to be carried by a person in a way which leaves the hands 
free. 

Portable lamps, ?ashlights and the like have been in 
general use in hospitals, garages and other places where 
a light and particularly a battery operated light is needed. 
For example, a nurse making room calls at night to 
check upon the patients ordinarily carries a ?ashlight in 
one hand and often ?nds it necessary to perform other 
duties with the remaining hand. In an attempt to free 
both hands, she may try to hold the ?ashlight under her 
chin or arm or support it upon or between other objects 
so as to direct the light upon the area in which she is 
working. At best, this mode of operation is unsatisfac 
tory because the light is not securely held and is dif?cult 
to control the direction of the light while supporting it 
beneath one’s chin or upon a night table. Mechanics 
and other workmen have the same problems when they 
are trying to work with their hands while supporting a 
light under their arm or in some other manner. 

It is an object, therefore, of the present invention to 
provide a portable lamp or ?ashlight which is of such 
construction that it may be supported upon the person 
of the user in a manner which completely frees the hands 
for other purposes. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a ?ashlight with means whereby the ?ashlight may be 
adjustably supported about the neck of the user. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a portable ?ashlight with a neckstrap and universal ad 
justing means whereby the light may be selectively 
directed in any one of a multitude of directions. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a combination ?ashlight and neckstrap mounting means 
for the ?ashlight whereby the ?ashlight may be suspended 
from the neck of the user and further to provide adjust 
able and removable mounting means whereby the direc 
tion of the light may be precisely adjusted and the light, 
when desired, removed from the supporting neckstrap. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a portable and adjustable ?ashlight characterized by its 
structural simplicity, the ease and assembly of its parts, 
its strong and sturdy nature and its low manufacturing 
cost. Other features of this invention reside in the ar 
rangement and design of the parts for carrying out their 
appropriate functions. Further, objects of the present 
invention and certain practical advantages will be referred 
to in or will be evident from the following descriptions 
of two embodiments of the invention, as illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view showing the present device sus 

pended about the neck of a nurse in an operational posi 
tion which permits the nurse to use both hands while 
the light is directed upon the working area. 
FIGURE 2 is a front elevational View showing the 

?ashlight and neckstrap. 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary side view of the present 

device showing the ?ashlight secured to the neckstrap 
by adjustable means. 
‘FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along 

the plane of line 4—4 of FIGURE 2 showing the struc 
tural details of the present device; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary view taken from the rear 

of the support member. 
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FIGURE 6 is an exploded view of the parts comprising 

the support member shown in FIGURES 2, 4 and 5. 
FIGURE 7 is another embodiment of the present in 

vention showing alternate means for securing the ?ash 
light to the neckstrap; and 
FIGURE 8 is still another embodiment of the present 

invention showing an alternate means for securing the 
?ashlight to the neckstrap. 

Before describing in detail the herein disclosed em 
bodiments of the invention, it is to be understood that 
the present invention is not limited to the structural de 
tails or the particular arrangement of parts herein shown, 
as devices embodying the present invention may take 
other forms. It also is to be understood that the phrase 
ology and terminology herein used are for purposes of 
description and not of limitation, as the scope of the 
present invention is denoted by the appended claims. 

Referring now to the drawings, in FIGURE 2 is shown 
a ?ashlight 10 secured to a neckstrap 11 suitable adjust 
able means hereinafter described. The neckstrap is seen 
to comprise two arm portions which are somewhat rigid, 
namely, 12 and 13. These arms 12 and 13 are provided 
at their distal ends with suitable cooperating securing 
means such as snap fasteners 12a and 13a which receive 
and secure the ends of a ?exible neckstrap member 15. 
The other extremities of the members 12 and 13 are seen 
to join in an enlarged support member 16 which has su?i 
cient bearing surface to support the weight of the ?ash 
light by distributing it over a larger area and thereby 
avoid a concentrated spot pressure upon the chest of the 
wearer. 
Means are provided to adjustably secure the ?ashlight 

10 to the enlarged support member 16. As seen in FIG 
URE 4 the novel adjustable means take the form of a 
ball and socket arrangement. A ball 17 is secured to the 
bearing plate member 16 by any suitable means such as 
screw 18. A socket 119 is secured to the ?ashlight in a 
like manner by means of screw 20. Preferably, the ball 
17 is magnetized so that the socket 19 may be moved to 
any desired position and held in said selected position 
by magnetic force. 

It will be further understood that while the end of 
the ?ashlight is shown secured to the socket, this is merely 
for illustration purposes and alternatively it may be 
secured through its side wall or any other desired portion. 
However, it has been found that it is easier to adapt the 
average ?ashlight to the present construction by merely 
removing the end cap and drilling the required aperture 
to receive the screw 20. It is somewhat more di?icult 
to secure the screw in the side wall of the ?ashlight in 
view of the limited space within a ?ashlight. It will be 
further understood that the ball 17 could be attached to 
the ?ashlight and the socket 19 secured to the neckstrap. 

Preferably, but not necessarily, the ball 17 and socket 
19 of the embodiment of FIGURES 3 and 4 are provided 
with extension portions 17a and 1% which add additional 
spacing between the end of the ?ashlight and the plate 
16 to permit freer movement of the ball and socket there 
by allowing greater adjustment of the ?ashlight 10. As 
seen in FIGURE 3 the ?ashlight is capable of a high 
degree of adjustment in view of the universal connection 
provided by the magnetized ball and socket joint. 

Referring now to FIGURES 2, 4, 5 and 6 it will be 
seen that the support member 16 is preferably constructed 
of two cooperating sections namely 22 and 23. Each 
section has a circumferential extent somewhat less than 
180°. The two members have recessed center portions 
22a and 23a respectively as seen in FIGURE 6 which are 
adapted to overlie each other and are pivotally secured 
together by means of screw 18. Each portion 22 and 
Z3 is provided with additional recess portions 22b and 
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23b respectively which extends radially outwardly from 
the recessed portions 22a and 23a and these portions 
22b and 23b are also adapted to overlie each other when 
the device is in the open position shown in FIGUREZ. 
Suitable cooperating snap members 24 and 25 are pro 
vided in the recess portions 221) and 2312 respectively to 
lock the members 22 and 23 in the position shown in full 
lines in FIGURE 2 which is the neck engaging position. 
For storage and transportation purposes the snap fasteners 
24 and 25 may ‘be opened and the members 22 and 23 
pivoted about the axis of the screw 28 into the position 
wherein the edges 26 and 27 abut each other as seen in 
the dotted line position 01 FIGURE 2 wherein the strap 
members 12 and 13 are disposed closely adjacent to one 
another and therefore may be more readily carried or 
stored. 

In FIGURE 7 there is shown ‘another embodiment of 
the present invention wherein a threaded member 39 is 
secured to the support members 16 by screw 18 or other 
suitable means. A socket 32 is provided which is adapted 
to engage the threaded portion 30 at one end and at the 
other end thereof end portions converge to de?ne a cham 
ber therein which is adapted to receive a ball 34- Which is 
connected to a light 10 by any suitable means. The 
forward end of the threaded member 30 may be provided 
with a concave recess to receive a portion of the ball 34. 
With this structure it will be seen that by tightening the 
socket portion 32 upon threaded member 30 additional 
friction can be brought to bear upon the outer surface 
of the ball 34 and thereby retain the light in any position 
of adjustment. 

In FIGURE 8, I have shown another embodiment of 
the present invention wherein I have provided a U-shaped 
clamp 40 which is secured by means of a screw 42 to the 
ball and socket 44 which is secured by any suitable means 
to the support member 16. The U-shape clamp 21 may 
be constructed of any suitable ?exible material which will 
frictionally engage a ?ashlight and retain it. In this em 
bodiment of the invention the ball and socket 44 is pref 
erably of the friction type since the ?ashlight may be re 
moved from the clamp member 40, whereas in the em 
bodiment of the invention disclosed in FIGURE 4, the 
ball and socket are preferably magnetized to permit the 
?ashlight 10 and the socket 19 to be readily removed 
from the ball 17. 

In view of the foregoing description taken in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawing, it is believed that 
a clear understanding of the construction, operation and 
advantages of the device will be quite apparent to those 
skilled in this art. 

While I have described and claimed the preferred em 
bodiments of the invention, it is to be understood that I 
reserve the right to all changes within the spirit and scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A portable light comprising in combination a neck 

strap, an enlarged bearing member having a ?at plate 
like surface connected to said ncckstrap and adapted to 
rest against the chest of the user, adjustable ball and 
socket means connected to said bearing member, a ?ash 
light unit, said ball and socket means connected to said 
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?ashlight unit and connecting said ?ashlight unit to said 
bearing member whereby said ?ashlight may be supported 
about the neck of the user and the weight ‘of said ?ash 
light transmitted to said bearing member and distributed 
across the ?at plate-like surface of said bearing member 
to avoid undue pressure upon the chest of the user, said 
bearing plate being constructed of two parts, means pivot 
ally connecting said two parts together, said neckstrap 
having one end thereof connected to the ?rst bearing plate 
part and the other to the second bearing plate part where 
by upon pivoting said two parts of said bearing plate said 
neckstrap portions may be disposed in a close together 
position for easy transportation and in a spaced apart 
position for placement about the neck of the user. 

2. The combination of claim 1 including adjustable 
means associated with said ball and socket members to 
increase or decrease the frictional engagement between 
said ball and socket members whereby said ?ashlight may 
be supported about the neck of the user and said ?ashlight 
adjusted to any position during use and said position main 
tained without further aid of the user and thereby freeing 
the hands of the user for other purposes. 

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein said adjustable 
means comprise a member adjustable within said socket 
and bearing against said ball whereby increased pressure 
may be brought against said ball and thereby increasing 
the frictional contact between said ball and socket. 

4. The combination of claim 2 wherein said member 
is threaded within said socket for adjustment therein rela 
tive to said ball. 

5. The combination of claim 1 wherein said neckstrap 
comprises three portions, the distal ends of said portions 
being provided with a cooperating securing means for 
fastening said neckstrap about the neck of a user. 

6. The combination of claim 1 wherein said ball and 
socket means are magnetized and held together vby mag 
netic attraction thereby permitting said members to be 
readily separated to remove said ?ashlight from said neck 
strap. 

7. The combination of claim 1 wherein a U-shape 
clamp is secured to said adjustable ball and socket means 
and frictionally engaging said ?ashlight, whereby said 
?ashlight may be detached from said neckstrap. 
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