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This invention relates to a toy in the form of an in 
?atable missile or the like which can be either thrown 
like a dart or kicked and thrown like a football, which 
is stabilized in ?ight, but which is entirely safe and com 
pletely harmless. 

It is a primary object of the invention to provide and 
make available a toy as stated in the foregoing and par 
ticularly to achieve a type of toy which may be thrown 
and which possesses the characteristics of being fasci 
nating and having entertainment value without danger of 
any kind. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a toy 
of the type described having ?ns which may be employed 
both as a kicking-tee and as ?ight stabilizing means. 

Preferably, the toy takes the form of an in?ated en 
velope having tapered forward and rear portions and 
which is circular in transverse cross-section. The in 
?atable envelope is made of a ?exible material having 
su?icient weight such that the in?ated toy can be enter 
ta-iningly thrown like a dart or kicked and thrown like 
a football, but being light and soft, is completely harm 
less, being incapable of injuring anyone struck by it. 
A further object is to provide in a toy of the type 

described means for causing it to rotate about its longi 
tudinal axis while in ?ight in order to stablize the toy so 
that it follows a truer ?ight path and may be thrown 
more accurately. 
A further object is to provide in a toy as described, 

the feature of a pocket in the envelope adapted for the 
carrying or transporting of an article in ?ight, such as a 
message written on a piece of paper and carried in the 
pocket. 

Preferably, the pocket referred to in the foregoing is 
formed in the nose of the toy lying on the longitudinal 
axis and having closure means in the form of a cork 
which is of course very light in weight. 

Further objects and numerous advantages of the in 
vention will become apparent from the following detailed 
description and annexed drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side view partly cut away of the de 

vice of the invention in in?ated condition; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear view of the toy of FIG. 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a front view of the toy of FIG. 1; and 
FIGURE 4 is a partial side view of a modi?ed form of 

the invention differing from that of FIG. 1. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings, nu 

meral 10 designates generally an in?ated envelope which, 
when in?ated, forms the toy of the invention. The toy 
10 has the shape shown in FIG. 1 when in?ated. It is 
formed of an envelope made of a light ?exible ma 
terial such as thin rubber or a light ?exible plastic ma 
terial as indicated in cross-section at 11. The in?ated 
envelope is circular in. transverse cross-section and has 
tapering forward and rearward portions as shown. The 
material 11 preferably has just su?‘icient weight that 
the toy when in?ated can be fairly accurately thrown 
like a dart or kicked and thrown like a football. The 
envelope may be in?ated by a nipple or valve member 
as shown diagrammatically at 13. The member 13 may 
be made of rubber having a central ori?ce 14 which is 
normally closed sealing the interior of the envelope and 
through which a tube may be inserted for in?ating the 
envelope. 
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It is preferable that the toy rotate in ?ight about ‘its 

longitudinal axis to stabilize it and make it possible 
that it be thrown more accurately. 
The envelope 10 has integral ?ns at the rear part there 

of which may be in?ated as shown or which may be 
solid. The ?ns include the vertical stabilizing ?ns 16 
and 17 and the horizontal stabilizing ?ns 19 and 20. In 
referring to the stabilizing ?ns as vertical and horizontal, 
it is to be understood of course that these terms are 
used relatively; i.e., the ?ns 19 and 20 lie in a plane which 
is normal to the plane of the ?ns 16 and 17. The ?ns 
preferably have the shape and con?guration as may be 
observed from FIGS. 1 and 2, the ?ns being slightly 
broader or enlarged towards their outward portions as 
indicated at 22 in FIG. 2 and having a rearward taper 
from these portions. 

Preferably, the toy is caused to rotate in ?ight about 
its longitudinal axis and, in a preferred form of the in 
vention, this rotation may be produced by an integral 
protuberance as shown at 24 on one of the ?ns, such as 
the fin 19. By reason of this protuberance, the con?gura 
tion is not symmetrical about the longitudinal axis and 
resistance offered by the protuberance facilitates rota 
tion of the toy about its longitudinal axis. 
One fascinating and entertaining feature of the in 

vention is that the toy is capable of carrying or trans 
porting a light object in ?ight, such as a piece of paper 
with a message written on it. To accommodate this 
purpose, there is integrally formed in the forward part 
of the envelope an inwardly extending pocket 26 which 
may preferably be cylindrical having its axis aligned 
with the longitudinal axis of the envelope. With this 
con?guration, the nose of the envelope when in?ated as 
shown at 27 is ?at. The entrance to the pocket or cargo 
space 26 is preferably closed by a closure member in 
the form of a cork 28 which is of course very light. The 
outer surface portion of the cork 28 is rounded or con 
?gurated as shown so that its contour is faired as shown 
to the outer contour of the in?ated envelope. With the 
envelope 10 in?ated, the cork 28 may be removed and 
a message inserted into the pocket or cargo compartment 
26 and the cork 28 re-inserted. The toy may then be 
thrown like a dart and it will rotate about its longitudi 
nal axis in ?ight so as thereby to be stabilized and to 
follow a fairly accurate ?ight path. The toy may be 
thrown against an object or it may be caught by another 
child at the termination of its ?ight without any danger 
of harm in either case. 
Another fascinating and entertaining feature of the in 

vention is that the ?ns may be employed as a kicking-tee 
when the toy is used as a football. 

FIG. 4 shows a slightly modi?ed form 10a of the in 
vention wherein one of the ?ns, such as for example a 
horizontal ?n as designated at 30, is angularly displaced 
slightly out of a plane normal to the plane of the other 
?ns 16 and 17. FIG. 4 shows the angular displacement 
of the ?n 30 from a dotted line position lying in a plane 
parallel to and containing the longitudinal axis of the 
toy and normal to the plane of the ?ns 16 and 17. By 
reason of this angular displacement of the ?n 30, the 
toy 10 rotates about its longitudinal axis in ?ight and is 
thus stabilized. 
From the foregoing, those skilled in the art will ob 

serve that the invention provides a toy of a fascinat 
ing and entertaining nature particularly in that it pro 
vides an outlet for the normally extraordinarily great 
propensities that children have for throwing and kick 
ing objects. This end is achieved, however, while at 
the same time assuring complete safety since the nature 
of the toy is such that by reason of its lightness, soft 
ness and ?exibility, it is incapable of harming either a 
person or an object. It further has the advantage of 
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realizing the ends stated above extremely inexpensively 
because of the simplicity of the toy and the small amount 
and cheapness of the materials required. The toy fur 
ther possesses the entertaining and fascinating features of 
being able to transport light articles or objects as de 
scribed and of being useable as a football. 
The foregoing disclosure is representative of preferred 

forms of the invention and is to be interpreted in an il 
lustrative rather than a limiting sense, the invention to be 
accorded the full scope of the claims appended hereto. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An in?atable toy comprising: 
an envelope made of a ?exible material, said material 

having su?icient weight that said toy, when in 
?ated, can be kicked like a football; valve means 
mounted in said envelope for in?ating it, said en 
velope when in?ated being circular in transverse 
cross-section and having tapered forward and rear 
ward portions; and ?n means provided on said rear 
ward portion of said envelope, said ?n means ex 
tending rearwardly of said rearward portion for 
supporting said toy in kicking position, whereby said 
toy may be employed as a football, said ?n stabiliz 
ing said toy during ?ight thereof, said ?n means com 
prising a plurality of ?ns, one of said ?ns being posi 
tioned at a relatively small angle to a plane normal 
to the plane occupied by others of said ?ns for caus 
ing rotation of said toy about its longitudinal axis in 
?ight. 

2. An in?atable toy comprising: an envelope made of 
a ?exible material; valve means for in?ating sa-id enve 
lope, said envelope when in?ated forming a body which 
is circular in transverse cross-section having tapering 
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forward and rearward portions, said body being sym 
metrical with reference to a transverse central plane, 
said envelope having in?atable stabilizing ?ns at the 
rear part thereof lying in planes substantially normal to 
each other, said envelope having su?icient rigidity when 
in?ated so that it can be kicked like a football; and means 
on said envelope for causing it to rotate about its longi— 
tudinal axis in ?ight, said envelope otherwise having a 
faired exterior contour uninterrupted by other protuber 
ances, said envelope having a pocket formed therein 
adapted to receive and transport therein an article such 
as a message, and a faired closure for said pocket ‘form 
ing a part of the exterior contour of said envelope. 

3. A toy as in claim 2 wherein said pocket is formed 
by an inwardly depressed portion of the material of 
the envelope at the nose thereof and lying on the longi 
tudinal axis of said envelope. 

4. A toy as in claim 2 wherein the means for caus 
ing rotation of the toy comprises one of said stabilizing 
?ns positioned at a relatively small angle to a plane nor 
mal to the plane occupied by others of the stabilizing 
?ns. 
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