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The present invention relates to record-receiving and 
protecting envelopes and is a continuation-in-part vof my 
copending application, Serial No. 260,602, filed February 
25, 1963. 

Records, particularly high fidelity records, are easily 
so damaged that the enjoyment of listening to them is 
lost. For that reason, it is the practice for high fidelity 
records to be sold in an inner envelope of plastic -or paper 
contained in an outer, cardboard envelope. Users are 
warned to handle the records only by their outer edges, 
since even ñngerprints destroy the accuracy «of the minute 
sound-producing grooves of the playing surfaces. 

This dual packaging of records has .severe disadvantages 
for the users. It is a nuisance to attempt to insert a 
record, holding it only by its extreme outer edges, into a 
relatively limp and unmanageable inner envelope, and 
then still face the chore of inserting this assembly into an 
outer envelope against severe resistance due to inter 
ference between the inner envelope and the narrow slot 
of the outer envelope. 
Many users, in frustration, throw away the inner 

envelope and insert the fragile record directly into the 
harsh outer envelope, thereby severely scratching the 
record playing surface and ruining the fidelity of the 
record. 
Another disadvantage is that neither the inner nor the 

outer envelope has any spacing between the walls at the 
sides and bottom, thus adding to the difficulty of removal 
and insertion. 
The general objective of the present invention is to pro 

vide record-receiving envelopes that require no inner enve 
lope, `are easy and conventient to use, economical to pro 
duce, and afford effective protection to the records. In 
accordance with the invention, this objective is attained 
by providing an open-ended envelope for a phonograph 
record comprising a rectangular sheet having a pair of 
closely spaced holds transversely of its central part pro 
viding a narrow envelope bottom. Each fold also defines 
with the poximate end of the sheet an envelope wall, each 
wall including marginal portions secured to its inner face 
and to the corresponding portions of the other wall, the 
thus secured and interconnected marginal portions pro 
viding narrow envelope sides. The two sides and the 
bottom position the walls in spaced and approximately 
parallel relationship to provide a record receiving space 
greater in thickness than the record over the complete 
surface of the record. Secured to the inner faces of the 
envelope walls between the sides thereof there is a soft 
yieldable coat of an area and thickness yieldably support 
ing the received record and preventing its contact with the 
envelope walls. 

It is preferred either that the soft yieldable coat cover 
the entire inner surface of the walls between the sides »or 
that it be in the form of stripes or bands extending from 
top to bottom thereof and it is also preferred that the 
side establishing portions of the walls be inturned wall 
margins, each margin being folded against its wall and 
secured thereto and to the corresponding margin of the 
other wall. Such envelopes are free of objectionable 
features of an envelope formed by folding a sheet upon 
itself with the fold line providing an envelope side. 

ln the accompanying drawings, there are shown illus 
trative embodiments of the invention from which its 
several objectives, novel features, and advantages will be 
apparent. 
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In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a blank ready to be folded 

and marginally united to form an envelope, 
FIGURE 2 is a view of the record receiving envelope 

formed therefrom, 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of another envelope-forming 

blank in accordance with the invention, and 
FIGURES 4 and 5 are sections, on an increased scale, 

taken along the generally indicated lines 4_4 and 5_5, 
respectively, of FIGURE 2. 

In FIGURE 1, a sheet of cardboard or the like, gen 
erally indicated at 10, has inturned side margins 1l 
notched as at 12 intermediate their ends to enable the 
sheet 10 to be folded upon itself to provide a front wall 
13, a back wall 14, `and an envelope bottom 15. Be 
tween the notches 12, there are transverse crease lines 16, 
so spaced that the width of the bottom 15 is substantially 
equal to the space between the walls when their margins 
11 are sealed together and to the walls of which they are 
a part as by means of an adhesive to provide envelope 
sides. 
The sheet 10, before it is folded, is provided with a 

series of transversely spaced rows 1'7 of adhesive dis 
posed parallel to and between the envelope sides by which 
flock material 18, spread on the unfolded sheet 1li, is 
anchored to provide record protecting rows after the 
excess iiock material is removed. The flock rows of each 
envelope wall provide the only contact surface with the 
proximate face of a record 19 inserted in the envelope. 
If desired, the flock material may carry an antistatic im 
pregnant such as a silicone oil. 
As shown in FIGURE 3, a sheet 20, otherwise similar 

to the sheet 1li, may have an adhesive coat 21 applied 
from end-to-end thereof between the envelope sides so 
that, on the application of ñock material 18 thereto, the 
resulting envelope becomes completely lined to protect 
both faces of a record. 

In practice, lengths of suitable material, typically card 
board, are fed through apparatus wherein their side 
margins are creased, formed and sealed to the walls of 
which they are a part, and the adhesive and flock material 
are applied. The envelope is then completed by making 
two transverse creases for the bottom folds, folding the 
sheet, and sealing together corresponding margins of the 
envelope walls. It is understood that the lengths may be 
left joined together in long webs during the first opera 
tions, and parted from the web just previous to the ñnal 
folding operation. 

It will, accordingly, be appreciated that the invention 
makes possible the efficient and economical production of 
record-receiving envelopes that are well designed to com 
bine convenience in use with protection of the record 
grooves against becoming damaged either by dirt or by 
damaging contact with hard wall surfaces, as each enve 
lope has its walls spaced apart in approximately parallel 
relationship thereby providing a space greater than the 
thickness of the received record over the complete surface 
of the record loosely confined in it with the soft yield 
able coat yieldably supporting the received record and 
preventing its contact with the envelope walls. 

I claim: 
1. An open-ended envelope for a phonograph record, 

said envelope comprising a rectangular sheet having a pair 
of closely spaced folds transversely of the central part 
thereof providing a narrow envelope bottom, each fold 
also defining with the proximate end of the sheet an 
envelope wall, each of said walls including narrow por 
tions secured to the side margins of its inner face and to 
corresponding marginal portions of the other wall, the 
thus secured and interconnected marginal portions pro 
viding narrow envelope sides, said two sides and said 
bottom positioning said walls in spaced and approximately 
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parallel relationship providing a space receiving the record 
and greater than the thickness of the record over the corn 
plete surface of the record, and secured to the inner faces 
of said walls between said sides, a soft yieldable coat of 
an varea and thickness yieldably supporting the received 
record and preventing its contact with said walls. 

2. The envelope of claim 1 in which the narrow, side 
establishing portions are margins extending lengthwise of 
each side of each wall and folded against the inner sur 
face thereof. 

3. The envelope of claim 1 in which the coat is in the 
form of spaced parallel rows of ñock extending length 
wise of the sheet. 

4. In combination, an open-ended envelope, and a 
phonograph record, said envelope comprising a rectangular 
sheet having a pair of closely spaced folds transversely of 
the central part thereof providing a narrow envelope bot 
torn, each fold also defining with the proximate end of 
the sheet an envelope wall, each of said walls including 
narrow marginal portions secured to the side margins of 
its inner face and to corresponding marginal portions of 
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the other wall, the thus secured and interconnected 
marginal portions providing narrow envelope sides, said 
two sides and said bottom positioning said walls in spaced 
and approximately parallel relationship providing a space 
in which the record is confined, the space being ygreater 
than the thickness of the record over the complete sur 
face of the record, and secured to the inner faces of said 
walls between said sides, a soft yieldable coat of an area 
and thickness yieldably lsupporting the received record 
and preventing its contact with said walls. 
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