
Dec. 21, 1965 J. H. KENT 3,224,389 

FOLDABLE STOOL 

Filed March 11, 1964 

+415 

27 27 
/u 

27 27 

27 27 

27 /I3 27 

27 27 
/ 2| 

0’ 

27 2| 2' 

l3 

3| 

/l7 
J19 

INVENTOR, 
JAY H. KENT 

WWW” 



United States Patent 0 
1 

3,224,389 
FOLDABLE STOOL 

Jay H. Kent, liroolrville, Miss. 
(1269 Wilzin Ave., Greenville, Miss.) 
Filed Mar. 11, 1964, Ser. No. 350,961 

2 Claims. (Cl. 108-119) 

This invention relates to certain new and useful im 
provements in stool structures adapted for folding and 
unfolding to and from a folded storage condition from 
and to a stable seating condition. 
There have heretofore been made a number of attempts 

to provide foldable stool structures usable as camp stools 
or portable seating structures as may be desired. Prior 
structures insofar as is known have proven commercially 
unacceptable primarily on account of instability and the 
tendency of such prior structures to tip or lean in one or 
more directions, discomforting and disturbing the user 
of such device. 
The present invention is primarily concerned with pro 

viding a foldable stool structure which is of extreme 
stability and which is adapted for use as a camp stool or 
other seating device minimizing, substantially to elimi 
nation, the problems which appear heretofore to have 
been encountered by prior structures. 
The principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a stable foldable stool structure adapted for use as 
a seat, either as a camp stool or otherwise as desired. 
A further object of the invention is to provide such a 

device comprising pairs of pivotally connected legs with 
each pair of legs being interconnected by a ground foot 
or bar for stabilizing the foot ends of the respective legs 
so as substantially to eliminate tipping or other discom 
forting result from the use of the stool structure when 
unfolded and mounted. 
A further object of the invention is to provide such a 

structure in which the seat portion is provided with 
notched supports adapted to engage with a cross bar 
carried by one of the pairs of legs for interengagement, 
to latch the seat structure in opened condition for seating 
purposes and to retain the same against unfolding as well 
as substantially against sidewise movement of the seat 
relative to the pair of legs and the remainder of the stool 
structure. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a fold 

able stool structure which may be folded to and from a 
storage condition, in which the elements of the device 
are collapsed into a substantially limited space for storage 
purposes, from and to an unfolded seat-supporting struc 
ture in which the elements are interengaged to provide a 
stable seat. 
A further object of the invention is to provide such a 

device in which a latch bar, adapted to engage and latch 
the device into stable seating condition, is conveniently 
provided to serve as a handle for carrying the folded de 
vice to and from various locations; and 
A further object of the invention is generally to improve 

the design, construction and efficiency of foldable stool 
structures for use as a stool or other seating device. 
The means by which the foregoing and other objects 

of the present invention are accomplished and the manner 
of their accomplishment will be readily understood from 
the following speci?cation upon reference to the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the foldable stool of 

the present invention shown in seating position. 
FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the foldable stool 

structure shown in folded storage condition. 
FIG. 3 is a side edge view of the structure as shown 

in FIG. 2; and 
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FIG. 4 is a side elevational view showing the device in 
partially unfolded condition. 

Referring now to the drawings in which the various 
parts are indicated by numerals, the drawings illustrate 
a foldable stool 11, which includes a pair of outer legs 
13, outer legs ‘13 being interconnected and stabilized at 
their foot ends as by a foot bar 15. 
The stool structure further includes a pair of inner 

legs -17, which in the preferable arrangement of the struc 
ture as shown in the drawings are disposed within outer 
legs 13 and closely in engagement therewith. 

Inner legs 17 are similarly connected at their foot ends 
by a transversely extending lower foot bar 19. Legs 13, 
17 are interconnected at a mid-point for a scissors-like 
folding and unfolding movement, as by pivots 21. 
Mounted for support upon the structure is a seat which 

includes a pair of support members 23, support members 
23 being respectively pivotally connected as at 25 to the 
seat ends of inner legs 17 remote from the foot ends of 
legs 17. Secured to the upper side of support members 
23 and extending transversely therebetween are a plu 
rality of slats 27, which rigidly interconnect seat supports 
23 and are supported thereby to provide a suitable seat 
ing surface for use in connection with the stool. 
Remote from pivots 25, each ‘of seat supports 23 ad 

jacent to but spaced from the distal end of the support 
members is provided with a downwardly and angularly 
disposed opening notch '29. Notches 29 are adapted to 
engage over and latchingly connect with a cross latch bar 
31 which is rigidly secured to and spans between the 
seat ends of legs 13 remote from foot bar 15. Preferably 
cross latch bar 31 is cut out as at 33 to facilitate engage 
ment with notches 29 so as not only to latch the seat 
portion of the structure into position but also to limit 
sidewise movement of the seat structure relative to the 
supporting legs of the structure. 

In the use of the device it may be stored in a com 
pletely folded condition in which legs 13, 17 lie in sub 
stantial coplanar alinement with cross latch bar 31 en 
gaged against the inner legs 17 so as to prevent possible 
overtra-vel of the legs in the folding movement ‘beyond 
correctly folded condition. In this folded condition the 
extending ends of slats 27 also project outwardly beyond 
inner legs 117 so as to engage against outer legs 13. 

In such completely folded condition the device is sub 
stantially ?at and the cross latch bar 31 as well as lower 
foot ‘bar 19 connected to inner legs 17 provide conven 
ient means for handle use by which the folded device may 
be transported readily from place to place without the 
cumbersome extent of the unfolded condition. 

In shifting the device from the folded storage condi 
tion to extended seating position the device is unfolded 
by moving the legs 13, 17 about their pivots 21 until they 
have reached the condition in which they are approxi 
mately equally extended. In this condition seat structure 
comprising seat supports 23 and seat slats 27 is available 
to be engaged by the cross latch bar 31 carried by the 
distal ends of outer legs 18, the latch bar being engaged 
into notches 29 of the seat supports 23, and with the seat 
supports snugly seating in the cutouts 33 in cross latch 
bar 31. 

It will be observed that the distal ends of outer legs 
13 in the unfolded seating condition of the device bear 
against the underside of the endmost of slats 27, again 
preventing overtra'vel of the device beyond the desired 
unfolded seated condition and enabling the accurate and 
quick engagement of latch bar 31 with notches 29 in seat 
supports 23. 

In this manner the structure is sturdily interconnected 
in a detachable manner, yet is capable of supporting in a 
stable fashion the user of the device. 
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The foot bars 15, 19 are elfective in stabilizing the 
extended seat condition of the stool against undesired 
tipping on uneven ground and the like, and it will further 
be observed that the foot bars are preferably of substan 
tially square cross section with the lowermost apex of 
the square cross section remote from the ‘connection of 
the bars to legs 13, 17 downwardly disposed so as to 
provide for an angular portion more readily adapted to 
engage into a supporting structure and to minimize slip 
page of the device in use. 
The foot bars 15, 19 not only provide against slippage 

of the device in use, but also elfectively provide means 
preventing leg individual penetration into a support-sur 
face such as the ground or sand or the like. 

It will be understood that, while this device has been 
primarily described in connection with a seat structure, 
the foldable structure of the present invention is readily 
adaptable for a table-like use for supporting objects such 
as television seats, potted plants, or such other devices 
the support of which is desired by the user. 

Iclaim: 
1. A foldable stool comprising two pairs of legs, each 

leg of each pair having a seat end and a foot end oppo 
site to said seat end, the legs of an inner pair being re 
spectively pivoted to the legs of the other and outer pair 
intermediate their lengths for scissors-like movement to 
and from folded condition in which said legs are in sub 
stantial alignment and register with the foot ends of one 
pair of legs adjacent the seat ends of the other pair of 
legs, from and to extended condition in which the seat 
ends of said leg pairs are separated to support a seat 
structure, a seat structure comprising a pair of spaced 
apart seat supports, a plurality of parallel slats spanning 
between and ?xed to said seat supports providing a seat 
ing surface mounted upon and carried by said supports, 
said supports being pivoted adjacent one of their ends to 
one of said pairs of legs substantially at the seat ends of 
said one pair of legs, said supports adjacent but spaced 
from their other ends having diagonally disposed notches, 
a latch bar ?xed to and spanning between the legs of the 
other pair of legs adjacent their seat ends, said latch bar 
removably engaged in said support notches securing said 
stool in said extended condition, said latch bar adjacent 
the engagements with said notches being cut out provid 
ing limit means substantially abutting against said seat 
supports and limiting sidewise slippage of said seat struc 
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ture relative to said legs, the distal foot ends of the re 
spective pairs of said legs being rigidly interconnected 
by transversely extending foot bars stabilizing said stool 
in use against tipping and twisting, said latch bar in said 
folded condition being remote from said seat structure 
and adjacent the foot ends of the other pair of legs com 
prising handle means for movement of the folded stool 
from place to place, said foot bars blocking leg penetra 
tion into a supporting surface. 

2. A foldable stool comprising two pairs of legs, each 
leg of each pair having ‘a seat end and a foot end opposite 
to said seat ends, the legs of one said pair being re 
spectively pivoted to the legs of the other said pair inter 
mediate their lengths for scissors-like movement to and 
from folded condition in which said legs are in substan 
tial alignment forming inner and outer pairs of legs and 
register with the foot ends of one pair of legs adjacent 
the seat ends of the other pair of legs, from and to ex 
tended condition in which the seat ends of said leg pairs 
are separated to support a seat structure, ‘a seat structure 
comprising ‘a pair of spaced apart seat supports, seat 
means mounted upon and carried by said supports, said 
supports being pivoted adjacent one of their ends to one of 
said pairs of legs substantially at the seat ends of said one 
pair of legs, a cross latch bar ?xed to and spanning be 
tween the legs of the other pair of legs adjacent their seat 
ends, said cross latch bar removably engaged with said 
seat structure securing said stool in said extended condi 
tion, the distal foot end of the respective pairs of said 
legs being rigidly interconnected by transversely extend 
ing foot bars stabilizing said stool in use against tipping 
and twisting and blocking foot end ‘penetration into a 
supporting surface, said cross latch means and the foot 
bar connecting the inner pair of legs forming handle 
means for carrying the foldable stool when in the folded 
condition. . 
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