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This invention relates to jewelry, and is especially con 
cerned with a unique accessory for strung beads. 

It is an important object of the persent invention to 
provide an article of jewelry of the type described, which 
is capable of being decorated to present a wide variety of 
different ornamental appearances, and which is extremely 
versatile in use, being adapted for employment in conjunc~ 
tion with strung beads in many different arrangements. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a jewelry accessory having the advantageous charac 
teristics mentioned in the preceding paragraph, which 
is extremely simple in construction, durable and reliable 
throughout a long useful life, adapted for quick and easy 
usage with only average skill, and which can be e?iciently 
manufactured for sale at a reasonable price. 

Other objects of the present invention will become ap 
parent upon reading the following speci?cation and 
referring to the accompanying drawings, which form a 
material part of this disclosure. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements 
of parts, which will be exempli?ed in the construction 
hereinafter described, and of which the scope will be in 
dicated by the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view showing an ar 

ticle of jewelry constructed in accordance with the teach 
ings of the present invention. 
FIGURE 2 is an end View of the article of FIGURE 1, 

showing an elemnt thereof in an alternate position in dot 
and-dash outline. 
FIGURE 3 is a rear elevational view of the article of 

FIGURES 1 and 2. 
FIGURE 4 is a front elevational view showing the ar 

ticle of FIGURES 1-3 employed as a clasp in conjunc 
tion with a single strand of pearls. 
FIGURE 5 is a front elevational view showing the 

instant article employed as a clasp in conjunction with 
two separate strands of pearls. 
FIGURE 6 is a front elevational view showing a pair 

of articles in accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention, employed in combining two shorter necklaces 
into a single long necklace. 
FIGURE 7 is an article of the present invention used as 

a “scarf” tie. . 

FIGURE 8 is a front elevational view showing the in 
stant article employed as a shortener for a string of pearls. 
FIGURE 9 is an article of the present invention em 

ployed to convert a choker into a bracelet, 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and 

speci?cally to FIG‘URES 1-3 thereof, the jewelry article 
or accessory is there generally designated 20 and includes 
a tubular or generally cylindrical, open-ended member 21, 
which may be fabricated of any suitable material, such 
as precious metal, or otherwise. The open-ended tubular 
member 21 is formed with a pair of slots 22 of helical or 
spiral con?guration, each extending inward through a re 
spective end of the tubular member, as at slot-end open 
ings 23. It will be noted that the slot-end openings 23 
of the slots 22 are located in substantially aligned rela 
tion longitudinally of the member 21. 
From the insertion-end openings 23, the slots 22 extend 

inward helically about the tubular member 21 in the same 
angular direction and at the same rate or pitch, respec 
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tively terminating at slot ends 24 medially of the tubular 
member. The slot ends 24 may be de?ned by longitu 
dinally extending end portions 25, each disposed across 
a respective slot 22 and located in substantial alignment 
with each other and with the outer slot-end openings 23, 
longitudinally of the tubular member. Beyond the end 
portions 25, the tubular member 21 may be formed with a 
tapering or convergent slot 26 located and arranged as a 
merged extension of the slots 22. 
The slots 22 may be of generally equal width, which is 

substantially constant throughout their length. Further, 
the width of slots 22 and pitch thereof is advantageously 
such as to leave a substantial external surface area of the 
tubular member 21 for ornamentation thereof, as by 
jewels, or otherwise. Also, the pitch and width of slots 
22, relative to the overall length of tubular member 21 
is such that the slots each extend about the tubular mem 
ber approximately two times. If desired, the end edges 
of the tubular member 21 may be of spiral or helical con 
?guration similar to that of the slots 22, each end edge 27 
being smoothly continuous with one edge of the adjacent 
slot 22. 

Generally diametrically opposite to each slot-end open 
ing 23, there is pivotally mounted one end of a closure 
arm 30. More speci?cally, each closure arm 30 has one 
end mounted by a journal bearing 31 generally diametri 
cally opposite to a respective slot end 23. The closure 
arms 30 are thus swingable about generally aligned axes 
longitudinally of the tubular member 21, each being 
swingable into and out of the adjacent slot end 23. Each 
slot end 23 may be notched to frictionally and resiliently 
hold its adjacent closure arm 30 in closing relation within 
the respective slot, while permitting opening removal of 
the arms, when desired. Of course, other suitable closure 
arm holding means may be provided. Also, the free or 
swinging end of each closure arm 30 may be provided 
with an enlargement or head 32, to facilitate manipula 
tion thereof. 

In use, the accessory 20 is employed in conjunction 
with a strand of beads, such as open-strung pearls, or 
other beads. In a great many varieties of arrangements, 
one or more strings of beads may be inserted longitu 
dinally through the open-ended tubular member 21 and/ 
or transversely through the slots 22 to achieve many dif 
ferent results and effects. 
By way of example, in FIGURE 4 an article 20 is em 

ployed in conjunction with a pair of pearl-strand ends 35, 
which may be the ends of a single strand, as a clasp there 
for. In particular, each strand end portion 35 includes a 
plurality of beads or pearls 36 strung on a cord 37, the 
beads being located in spaced relation along the cord. 
Thus, the strand portions 35 may be inserted into the slots 
22, through the slot ends 23 when the closures 30 are 
open, such that inter-bead portions of the cords 37 are 
received by and extend transversely through the slots 22, 
the adjacent beads engaging the tubular member 21 to pre 
vent longitudinal shifting of the strands. Of course, the 
strands are effectively retained in their inserted relation 
by closing the arms 30, and may be quickly and easily re 
moved upon opening the arms 30 by sliding withdrawal 
from the slots. 
FIGURE 5 represents another arrangement, showing 

an article 20 employed as a clasp in association with two 
separate strands of beads, such that a pair of strand end 
portions 35, and an additional pair of strand end portions 
40 are connected to and clasped together by the article 20. 

In FIGURE 6, a pair of jewelry accessory articles 20 
are utilized to provide a relatively long necklace from a 
pair of shorter necklaces. Thus, one necklace may have 
a pair of strand end portions 41 each connected to a re 
spective accessory 20, and an additional necklace may 
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have its strand end portions 42 also connected to the arti 
cles 20, respectively. 
FIGURE 7 illustrates an article 20 of the instant inven 

tion employed as a “scarf” tie, with end portions 43 of a 
necklace both drawn longitudinally through the open 
ended tubular member 21. 

Also, the jewelry accessory 20 may be employed as a 
shortener for a strand of pearls, as in FIGURE 8, spaced 
strand portions 44 being connected to the accessory 20, as 
by insertion through the slots 22, to effectively shorten the 
length of a necklace, or the like. 
A further utilization is shown in FIGURE 9, where an 

accessory 20 is connected to strand end portions 46, as 
by insertion through the slots 22 for converting a single 
strand choker into a double-strand bracelet. 
From the foregoing, it will now be appreciated that the 

instant invention provides a jewelry accessory which fully 
accomplishes its intended objects and is well adapted to 
meet practical conditions of manufacture and use. It is 
also apparent that the jewelry accessory of the present 
invention may be quickly transformed between any of 
its greater variety of uses, need not be permanently at 
tached to a strand of beads but may be worn with one’s 
entire wardrobe of beads, and can be suitably ornamented 
as desired. 
Although the present invention has been described in 

some detail by way of illustration and example for pur 
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that cer 
tain changes and modi?cations may be made within the 
spirit of the invention and scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article of jewelry for use as a clasp with strung 

beads, said clasp comprising a tubular member, said mem 
ber having a pair of slots extending spirally inward from 
opposite ends, for removable insertion therein of interbead 
portions of cord on which the beads are strung, and pivoted 
closure means at opposite ends of said tubular member 
for opening and closing respective slots to removably se 
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cure strung beads inserted in said slots, said closure‘means 
comprising a pair of arms each pivotally connected to a 
respective end of said tubular member at a point angu 
larly spaced from the adjacent slot end and swingable into 
and out of the adjacent slot end to close and open the 
latter. ' ' 

2. An article of jewelry for use with strung beads, com 
prising an open-ended tubular member, said member 
being provided with a pair of helical slots each extending 
inward from a respective end of said tubular member cir 
cumferentially thereabout and terminating‘short of each 
other medially of said tubular member, said slots being of 
substantially equal pitch and extending inward in the same 
angular direction for substantial symmetry about the longi 
tudinal mid-point of said tubular member, said slots being 
of suf?cient width for free insertion therein of only inter 
bead portions of cord on which the beads are strung, piv 
oted closure means at opposite ends of said tubular mem 
ber for opening and closing respective slots to removably 
secure strung beads inserted in said slots, said closure 
means comprising a pair of arms each pivotally connected 
to a respective end of said tubular member at a point angu 
larly spaced from the adjacent slot-end and swingable into 
and out of the adjacent slot-end to close and open the 
latter. 
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