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This invention generally relates to hair setting clips and 
more particularly to a clip for setting hair in what is 
known as a pin curl. 
The clips used in the past have possessed many disad 

vantages among which are a clamping action which is too 
weak; or if the clamping action is su?iciently strong, it 
has been extremely di?‘icult to open the clip for insertion 
into the hair. In some instances it has been attemped to 
avoid these disadvantages by turning to a more complex 
construction utilizing two or more pieces. This pro 
cedure, however, has resulted in increased production costs 
and lack of reliability due to the increase in the number 
of parts and the fact that they must be assembled. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide a 
clip that combines a strong clamping action with ease of 
operability. 

It is another object of this invention to simplify the con 
struction of such a clip thereby reducing the cost. 

Still another object of this invention is the provision of 
a pin curl clip that has good reliabilty and very long life 
characteristics. 

In accordance with one aspect of this invention, there 
is provided a pin curl clip which is formed from a single 
strip of resilient material. The clip comprises upper and 
lower hair gripping leaves joined together at their rear 
ends by a substantially U-shaped hinge. Finger gripping 
tabs for opening the leaves are formed from the leaves 
and are bent rearwardly to extend beyond the hinge. A 
fulcrum is positioned between the leaves at a point for 
ward of the hinge, thereby giving greater leverage at the 
?nger gripping tabs and allowing a very strong clamping 
action. 
The clip thus provided is very strong, rugged, and simple 

to produce. It has excellent reliability, and the elimina 
tion of any assembly operations greatly reduces the cost. 
For a better understanding of the present invention, 

together with other and further objects, advantages, and 
capabilities thereof, reference is made to the following 
disclosure and appended claims in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of a clip; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional elevational view taken along the 

line 2——2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 showing the clip in 

its open position; 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of an alternate embodiment, par 

tially in section, of a lower leaf of a clip; and 
FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of still another em 

bodiment. 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is shown a pin curl 

clip 10 formed from a single strip of resilient material, 
such as stainless spring steel, having upper and lower 
hair gripping leaves 12 and 14, respectively. A sub 
stantially U-shaped spring hinge 16 joins the leaves at 
their respective rear ends and is formed to hold the leaves 
in a normally closed position while allowing ?exing move 
ment therebetween. Upper leaf 12 may be partially bi 
furcated as at 18 and is further provided with a longi 
tudinal slot 20. The material removed from slot 20 is 
left attached to leaf 12 at a position forward of hinge 16 
and is bent rearwardly to form a ?rst ?nger gripping tab 
22. 

Hinge 16 may also be bifurcated, as at 24, and the 
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material removed left attached at one end to lower leaf 
14. This material is then formed into a second ?nger 
gripping tab 26. The hinge bifurcation 24 has a width 
greater than the width of ?rst tab 22, thereby allowing 
tab 22, when depressed, to pass through the hinge and 
permit the leaves a greater separability than was hereto 
fore possible. 
Lower leaf 14 may also be provided with a longitudinal 

slot 27 as can be seen in FIG. 1. The bifurcation 18 and 
slot 27 in the leaves 12, 14 not only reduce the weight 
of the clip but allow the passage of ?uids, cremes, and 
lotions therethrough, these being used on occasion in the 
setting of hair. 

Leaves 12 and 14 may have incorporated therein longi 
tudinally extending, material strengthening, beads 13 and 
15 respectively, to provide greater strength and rigidity. 

’ Finger gripping tabs 22 and 26 may also be provided 
with one or more such beads as shown at 23 and 27. 
To further increase the ease of operability of clip 10, 

there is provided a fulcrum 28 positioned forward of 
hinge 16. Fulcrum 28 may be fabricated from material 
lanced from lower leaf 14 and may then be formed to 
project upwardly through bifurcation 24 to contact tab 22 
as is shown in FIG. 3. The fulcrum could also be fabri 
cated from material lanced from tab 22 and be formed to 
project downwardly to contact lower leaf 14. 

There is thus provided a clip which may be formed 
from a single strip of resilient material. It is strong, 
rugged, and simple to produce. The position of fulcrum 
28 forward of hinge 16 increases the leverage obtainable 
and allows the utilization of a very strong clamping action 
without impairing ease of operability. The provision of 
the bifurcated hinge allows a greater separability of the 
leaves while permitting the ?nger gripping tabs to be held 
to a minimum length, thereby reducing the overall di 
mension of the clip. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, there are shown several alter 
nate embodiments of the invention. In this instance, lower 
leaf 14 of clip 10 is provided with a bifurcation 30 for a 
substantial part of its length to increase the ease of in 
sertion into the hair. Also, the inside surfaces of either 
one or both of the leaves may be roughened as at 32 by the 
application of knurls or score lines to increase the pur 
chase of the clip in the hair. These knurls or score lines 
32 may be of the order of .005 inch deep. Relatively 
larger corrugations could be substituted for or combined 
with these score lines to further improve the holding 
qualities of the clip. 

Referring now to FIG. 5, there is shown still another 
embodiment of the invention. A pin curl clip 34 in this 
instance has the leaves 12 and 14 formed with a concave 
curvature along the longitudinal axis thereof so that it 
will more easily accommodate itself to the curvature of 
a human head. 

It will be apparent from the above description that 
there is here provided a clip that incorporates many im 
provements over the prior art. The absence of assembly 
operations, the fulcrum, and the bifurcated hinge all 
combine to produce a clip that has long life characteristics 
yet is simple and economical to fabricate, that has strength 
and ruggedness and yet remains relatively easy to operate. 

While there have been shown and described what are at 
present considered the preferred embodiments of the in 
vention, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
various changes and modi?cations may be made therein 
without departing from the invention as de?ned by the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pin curl clip formed from a single strip of re~ 

silient material comprising cooperating upper and lower 
hair gripping leaves having a longitudinal axis, a bi 
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furcated, substantially U-shaped hinge joining said leaves 
at their respective rear ends to allow ?exing movement 
thereof, said bifurcation having a given width, a ?rst tab 
having a width less than said given width projecting from 
the upper one of said leaves from a position forward of 
said hinge and formed to extend rearwardly of said hinge 
along said longitudinal axis, a second tab projecting from 
the lower one of said leaves and extending rearwardly 
therefrom beyond said hinge, and a fulcrum having a 
Width less than said given width of said bifurcation posi 
tioned forward of said hinge transverse to said longi 
tudinal axis on said lower leaf and projecting upwardly 
therefrom through said bifurcation for engagement with 
said ?rst tab during ?exing movement. 

2. A pin curl clip formed from a single strip of resilient 
material comprising cooperating upper and lower hair 
gripping leaves having a. longitudinal axis, said leaves 
having longitudinally extending, material strengthening, 
beads formed therein for a substantial part of their length, 
a bifurcated, substantially U-shaped hinge joining said 
leaves at their respective rear ends to allow ?exing move 
ment thereof, said bifurcation having a given width, a 
?rst tab having a width less than said ‘given width pro 
jecting from the upper one of said leaves from a position 
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forward of said hinge and formed to extend rearwardly 
of said hinge along said longitudinal axis, a second tab 
projecting from the lower one of said leaves and ex 
tending rearwardly therefrom beyond said hinge, said ?rst 
tab and said second tab each having at least one material 
strengthening bead formed therein, and a fulcrum having 
a width less than said given width of said bifurcation 
positioned forward of said hinge transverse to said longi 
tudinal axis on said lower leaf and projecting upwardly 
therefrom’through said bifurcation for engagement with 
said ?rst tab during ?exing movement. 
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