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This invention relates to cutting tools and more es 
pecially to shears for marking layout lengths such as 
for making pleats. 

In the making of fabric articles such as dresses, skirts, 
curtains, draperies and the like, a problem of considerable 
signi?cance has heretofore been presented, that of pro 
viding satisfactory means for marking distances on the 

\ material, such as when laying out pleats. Customarily 
the goods must be marked or the temporary folds secured 
by pinning or stitchings and such methods are ine?icient 
and leave much to be desired. 

In this type of work the edge of the goods is usually 
serrated by the use of pinking shears, however, pinking 
shears as presently used do not provide means for mark 
ing the goods to indicate fold lines for the formation of 
the several pleats. The present invention has been di 
rected to this problem and to ?nding its solution in the 
provision of a pinking shears construction wherein one 
or more pairs of the teeth of the shears are of greater 
length than the remainder and thus de?nitely mark the 
goods at spacings Where the pleats are to be formed. 

It is therefore the primary purpose and objective of 
:this invention to provide a novel cutting tool or imple~ 
ment for making a pinking cut in fabric materials and 
simultaneously marking the goods to indicate where to 
fold the material to form pleats. 
Another object of the invention is to provide improve 

ments in pinking shears having a pair of spaced tooth 
vformations of modi?ed form for marking the goods for 
making pleats. 
An additional object of the invention is to provide im 

provements in pinking shears, as in the previous object, 
wherein the shears have a plurality of pairs of spaced 
teeth of larger size than the remainder and uniformly 
spaced for marking fabrics to identify the places where 
pleats are to be formed. 
With these and other objects in mind the present in 

vention is set forth more fully in the following speci?ca 
tion reference being had to the accompanying drawing. 
In the drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is a side view of a pair of pinking shears em 

bodying the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an edge view of the same; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary view of a section of fabric, 

illustrating the operation of the shears of FIGURES 1 
and 2. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing and especial 
ly to FIGURES 1 and 2 the pinking shears of this inven 
tion are indicated generally at 10 and are formed with a 
pair of blades 11 and 12 which are pivotally secured to 

O1 

10 

25 

35 

45 

50 

55 

3,222,?83 
Patented Bee. 14, I965 

2 
gether by a bearing bolt 13. Blades 11 and 12 are formed 
with handles 14 and 15, respectively, which handles have 
the conventional ?nger guards 16 and 17. 

Blade II is formed with a ?ange 18 and blade 12 is 
formed with a similar ?ange 19, these ?anges extending to 
ward each other, as clearly shown in FIGURES ‘1! and 2. 
Flanges I8 and 19 are formed with a plurality of substan 
tially V-shaped teeth 20 and 21, respectively, which teeth 
have a complementary inter?tting engagement formation 
for making a pinking cut in the fabric goods. Flange 18 
has a plurality of marking teeth 22 which are uniformly 
spaced along the ?ange and these teeth are longer than the 
intervening ‘teeth 2%. Flange i9 is formed with a similar 
plurality of notches 23 in which the teeth 22 inter?t. Die 
cut markers 26 are shown on blades 11 and 12 and laid 
out in inches and fractions to indicate length or distance 
between marking teeth 22. If desired, the small teeth 
20 and 21 may be omitted and measured straight cuts 
made and identi?ed between any two consecutive teeth 22. 
FIGURE 3 illustrates the operation of the invention. 

When laying out pleats a pinking cut is made, thus form 
ing the normal serrated edge 24 by the normal sized 
teeth 20 and 21 and simultaneously, pairs of spaced 
notches 25 of larger size are made by longer teeth 22. 
These notches 25 thus identify and serve as markers for 
lines 26 which will indicate where the fold lines for the 
pleats are to be made. 

While we have herein shown and described our inven 
tion in what we have conceived to be the most practical 
and preferred embodiments, it is recognized that depar 
tures may be made therefrom within the scope of our 
invention, which is not to be limited to the details dis 
closed herein but is to be accorded the full scope of the 
claims so as to embrace any and all equivalent devices 
and methods. 

In the claims: 
1. In pinking shears as described, a pair of pivotally 

connected blades having a series of interengaging cut 
ting teeth and notches, a plurality of spaced pairs of said 
teeth and complementary notches ‘which are longer than 
the others whereby to mark a plurality of predetermined 
lengths of a cut made by said shears. 

2. In pinking shears for forming pleats as described, 
a pair of pivotally connected blades having a series of in 
terengaging cutting teeth and notches, a remotely spaced 
pair of said teeth and complementary notches being longer 
than the others whereby to mark and identify a prede 
termined length of a cut made by said shears. 
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