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This invention relates to a label or sticker dispenser 
and more particularly a device for dispensing labels sup 
plied in the form of a coil or roll of continuous elongated 
backing material to which the labels or stickers are de* 
tachably mounted. 
With the development of pressure sensitive adhesive 

material for coating the back side of labels they may be 
temporarily mounted on a backing for storage and han 
dling and as desired transferred from this backing to the 
article or surface where they are to remain permanently. 

It is therefor an object of this invention to provide a 
device which will hold a roll of label mounted backing 
and feed the backing with attached labels to the dispens 
ing zone where they are peeled from the backing. 

It is another object of this invention to peel the label 
from the backing and dispense it directly to the surface to 
be labeled without the necessity of handling it, if so de 
sired. 

Yet another object is to provide means for coiling up 
the backing after the labels are dispensed. 

Still another object is to provide means for actuating 
the device. 
A further object is to provide simple convenient means 

for loading and unloading the respective coils. 
A still further object is to provide a light weight port~ 

able device carried to the articles to be labeled and easily 
held in the hand while dispensing and mounting the labels 
directly on the surface of the articles. 

While another object is to provide means for pressing 
the dispensed label against the surface of the article being 
labeled to ?rm it into secure contact with that surface. 
Another object is to provide means for applying a series 

of labels to a battery of articles as the dispenser is drawn 
across the common surfaces of the article. 

Other objects and a fuller understanding of this in 
vention may be had by referring to the following descrip 
tions and claims, taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the invention shown 

in the act of dispensing and ?xing labels: 
FIGURE 2 is a- side view of the invention with a portion 

of the side wall cut away to reveal a portion of the in 
terior: 
FIGURE 3 is an end view of the invention disclosed in 

FIGURE 2: 
FIGURE 4 is a bottom view of the invention disclosed 

in FIGURE 2: 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged partial sectional view on line 

5—5 of FIGURE 4; and 
FIGURE 6 shows another embodiment of the invention. 
With reference to the drawing the invention is generally 

indicated by the numeral 10. 
A side wall 11 in the form of a rectangular plate hav 

ing a leg 13 extending rearwardly from the lower corner 
thereof serves as a general support on which most of the 
components to be subsequently described are mounted. 
A hand grip 12, mounted on arm 13, provides a means for 
holding and guiding the dispenser 10 while in operation 
as is clearly shown in FIGURES 1 and 4. The side wall 
11 and leg 13 may be formed of any suitable material 
such as aluminum or plastic resin as well as certain other 
parts such as the ?anges, thumb knob and the like. 
An axle stud 14 is secured‘ to the side wall 11 in the 

upper portion thereof by any suitable means preferably 
a bolt 14b inserted through a hole in the wall 11 and 
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threaded into the axle stud 14. Rotatably mounted on 
axle stud 14 is a core 15 to receive a coil of label coated 
backing B. This core is retained on axle stud 14 by any 
suitable means such as a stop pin (not shown) mounted 
transversely on the axle stud 14 adjacent the other end 
of the core 15. 
An inside ?ange 16 is mounted at the end of axle stud 

14 adjacent the wall and is held in position by the clamp 
ing action of the end of the axle drawn against the wall 
11 by the bolt 14a although any suitable means may be 
used to mount the ?ange 16. 
A radial slot 16a in ?ange 16 permits ?anges of differ 

ent diameters to be interchanged to accommodate various 
diameter coils of backing B. 
An outside ?ange 17 is slidably and detachably mounted 

on axle stud 14 to cooperate with core 15 and inside ?ange 
16 to form a sort of reel to receive a coil of label mounted 
backing B and feed the backing B therefrom as required. 

Outside ?ange 17 is provided with a collar 18 and a 
set screw 19 to frictionally or ?xedly retain the outside 
?ange 17 on the axle stud 14 in any desired position. By 
pressing the outside ?ange 17 against a coil of backing 
B mounted on axle stud 14 which will subsequently press 
against the inside of ?ange 16 proper tension may be ap 
plied to the unwinding of the backing B to effect e?icient 
operation of the dispenser 10. 
A wind up axle 21 serves to pull the backing through 

the dispenser and wind it up as the labels L are peeled 
from the backing B as will be described in more detail 
subsequently. This wind up axle 21 is journaled in the 
side wall 11 and is provided with a thumb knob 24 
mounted on the portion of axle 21 which protrudes 
through side wall 11 to enable the wind up axle 21 to be 
rotated by the thumb of the operator as clearly shown in 
FIGURE 1. 
The knob 24 may also be rotated by rolling contact 

with the surface to which the labels are to be attached 
and for this purpose it is preferable to have the knob 24 
or its circumferential surface made of resilient material 
as per example rubber so that it will properly operate on 
smooth surfaces such as glass or the like. 
An axially directed groove 22 is provided in the outer' 

surface of the wind up axle in which groove is located a 
?nger 23 for purposes of attaching one end of the back 
ing B to be subsequently wound on axle 21 as it is rotated 
by the thumb knob 24. 
An upper guide rod 25 is ?xedly mounted to the side 

wall 11 as clearly shown in FIGURE 1 in any suitable 
manner preferably that described above for mounting 
axle 14. 
Upper guide rod 25 carries a presser foot 30 secured 

thereto by any suitable means preferably by screws 31, 
the function of which will be described in more detail 
subsequently. 
The lower guide rod is provided with a ?at surface 26a 

on its upper portion which terminates in a peeling edge 27 
where it joins the round surface of the lower guide rod 
26. The lower guide rod 26 is mounted on the Wall 11 
parallel to upper guide rod 25 but mounted in such a 
manner that the plane of the ?at surface 26a may be ad 
justed slightly about the axis of the lower guide rod 26 
to effect the angle at which the label L is ejected. The 
mounting is preferably similar to that described for mount 
ing axle stud 14. 
The backing B is led from the roll on the axle stud 14 

underneath the upper guide rod 25 and over the ?at sur 
face 26a and peeling edge 27 and around lower guide rod 
26 to wind up axle 21 Where it is secured to this wind up 
axle 21 by means of groove 22 and ?nger 23 as previously 
described. The location of lower guide rod relative to 
wind up axle 21 is such that with the sharp turn of the 
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backing B at the peeling edge 27 the label and the backing 
separate and as the backing continues to advance, the 
label is subsequently ejected at this point as will be further 
described immediately hereinafter. 
The location of the upper guide rod 25 relative to the 

reel 15 and the lower guide rod 26 respectively is such 
that the backing B with the labels L mounted thereon ap 
proaches the ?at surface 26a and rides thereon to the peel 
ing edge 27 in a direction and under such tension that each 
label L after separation from backing B is ejected in the 
projected direction which is the resultant direction of its 
approach direction and the direction of the plane of the 
?at surface 26a. Thus by rotatively adjusting the lower 
guide rod 26 about the axis and hence the plane of the 
?at surface 26a, the direction of the ejection of the labels 
L may be controlled. 

In another embodiment of this invention as shown in 
FIGURE 6 a spacer member 38a preferably in the form 
of a ring is inserted over the outboard end of lower guide 
rod 26 so that a portion of the ring 38a lies between the 
two respective guide rods 25 and 26 adjacent the outboard 
ends thereof to insure that the space between the two 
rods 25 and 26 will remain constant as for example should 
the dispenser 10 be accidently dropped. 

This spacer 38a may be secured by any suitable means 
as for example drilling a hole 39 through the outboard 
end of upper guide rod 25 and rim of spacer member 38a 
and a hole 43 through lower guide rod 26. 
A machine screw 41 passes through holes 39 and 43 

and is threaded into the lower portion of spacer ring 38a 
and tightening of this machine screw 41 will therefore 
hold the outboard ends of guide rods 25 and 26 and 
spacer ring 38a ?rmly together. 
A ?at surface 42 may be milled on the top of the upper 

guide rod 25 to accommodate the head of the machine 
screw 41. Instead of a ring shaped spacer member 38a, 
a washer may be used to maintain the required distance. 
The hole 43 in lower guide rod 26 is preferably made 

larger than the machine screw 41 to enable the lower 
guide rod 26 to be rotatively adjusted for the proper ejec 
tion angle for the labels L as previously described. 
The operation of the invention is as follows. A coil of 

backing B on which the labels are mounted, with prefer 
ably the pressure sensitive adhesive, is placed in the reel 
15 and the outside or braking ?ange 17 adjusted in posi 
tion. The backing B is threaded under the upper guide 
rod 25 and over the peeling edge 27 and around the bot 
tom of bottom guide rod 26 to the wind up shaft 21 
where the end of the backing B is attached to the axle 21 
by looping over the ?nger 23 in groove 22. 
As shown in FIGURE 1 the operator holds the dis 

penser 10 by the grip 12 and by placing his thumb on 
the thumb knob 24 may cause the knob 24 to rotate and 
wind the backing B around shaft 21 thus pulling the back 
ing B carrying the labels L to the peeling edge 27 from 
which position the labels L are ejected on to the surface 
25 to which they are intended to be mounted and under 
neath the presser foot 30. The operator may tilt the dis 
penser 10 slightly and ?rm the label to the surface with 
the presser foot 30 engaging the top surface of the label 
L as it is ejected to the surface 35. 
When the coil of labels L is exhausted or when it is 

desired to change to another label, the outside ?ange 17 is 
removed and the coil of backing B with labels L is re 
moved together with the spent backing B on the Wind up 
shaft 21 which then may be torn off at a suitable point. 
With the thumb knob 24 located at the lower edge of 

the sidewall 11 it is possible to arrange a battery 36 of 
articles together (see FIGURE 1) and stroke the dis 
penser 10 across them allowing the thumb knob 24 to 
engage the surfaces 35 to be labeled and thus actuate the 
dispenser 10. 
A guard 32 is mounted on the periphery of outside 

?ange 17 by means of a screw 33 to con?ne any coils of 
backing B which might tend to unravel. 
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Although we have described our invention with a cer 

tain degree of particularity, it is understood that the pres 
ent disclosure has been made only by way of example 
and that numerous changes in the details of construction 
or use and the combination and arrangement of parts may 
be resorted to without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as hereinafter claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an apparatus for dispensing labels detachably 

mounted on a continuous backing a side wall having a 
front edge and a bottom edge, means for holding a coil 
of label containing backing for'subsequent unwinding at 
the upper portion of said wall, a windup shaft journaled 
in the lower portion of said wall and extending trans 
versely therefrom to receive and wind up said backing 
after said labels have been removed therefrom, means for 
rotating said shaft, a ?rst guide member mounted on said 
wall and extending transversely therefrom adjacent said 
front and bottom edges, a second guide member mounted 
on said wall above and parallel to said ?rst guide mem 
ber, said members so arranged as to receive therebetween 
said label bearing backing from said coil in said holding 
means and guide said backing to said wind up shaft, said 
?rst guide member provided with a peeling edge to effect 
separation of said labels from said backing as said label 
backing is drawn over said edge and around a portion 
of said ?rst guide by being Wound on said shaft, means 
for tensioning said backing, said ?rst guide provided with 
a ?at surface adjacent said peeling edge and means for 
rotatively adjusting the said ?rst guide to effect the angle 
of the plane of said ?at surface relative to said bottom 
edge to control the direction of ejection of said labels. 

2. An apparatus capable of being held in and operated 
by a single hand of a person for peeling labels from a 
backing strip and mounting such labels on a surface com 
prising a supporting side wall having a front edge and a 
bottom edge, a carrying handle member extending rear 
wardly from said wall, an axle member for holding a coil 
of such backing mounted on said wall in the upper por 
tion thereof, a wind up axle journaled in said wall to 
receive one end of such backing for winding up and ac 
cumulating said backing thereon, a pair of guide members 
disposed one above the other mounted on said wall adja 
cent said lower and said front edges to receive said back 
ing therebetween, the lower guide member of said pair 
provided with a peeling edge to effect separation of such 
labels from such label bearing backing as such backing 
is drawn over a portion of said lower guide member, a 
presser plate mounted on the upper guide member of said 
pair to engage such labels and ?rm same against such 
surface when such peeled off label is deposited on such 
surface, means connected to said wind up axle to be en 
gaged by a member of such hand to rotate said wind up 
axle while such hand is engaging said handle member. 

3. In the apparatus of claim 1 said means for rotating 
said wind up axle comprising an extension of said wind 
up axle through said wall to receive a thumb knob ?xed 
to said wind up axle and of such diameter as will enable 
such operator to rotate said knob with his thumb while 
holding said apparatus by said handle member in the 
same thumb hand. 

4. In the apparatus of claim 3 said presser plate com 
prising a resilient portion to accommodate one edge of 
said plate to the contour of such surface when ?rming 
such label thereon. 
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