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This invention relates to packaging trays, and more 
particularly to a molded pulp tray for packaging small 
consumer quantities of fruits, vegetables, bulk produce 
and the like. 

Prior molded pulp packaging trays having upstanding 
side walls or edges have the disadvantage, from the con 
sumer point of view, of preventing critical examination 
of the tray contents. Reduction in side wall or edge 
height has generally avoided this problem while resulting 
in a reduction of the quantity of pulp required for form 
ing the tray but has suffered from the disadvantage ‘of in 
adequate lateral support for the packaged articles with 
consequential package failure and damage to the con 
tents thereof. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a molded pulp packaging tray involving a con 
siderable saving in pulp material coupled with increased 
visibility of the articles packaged in the tray, as well 
as increased lateral support for articles packaged in the 
tray. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a molded pulp packaging tray comprising a substantially 
?at base or bottom with a plurality of upwardly curv 
ing ?ngers around the edge which are spaced to provide 
lateral support for the articles while at the same time 
permitting increased visibility of the lower portions of 
such articles. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a scalloped edge tray wherein the upright ?ngers are 
greatly strengthened against lateral forces by means of 
contoured depressions molded integrally with’ the tray. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a scalloped edge tray adapted to support articles in con 
junction with a ?exible overwrap. 

Other features and advantages of the present inven 
tion will become apparent to one skilled in the art from 
a reading of the following description in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings, wherein similar refer 
ence characters refer to similar parts, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a molded pulp packaging 
tray according to this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the tray of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view on line 3—~3 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view on line 4——4 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view on line 5——5 

of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view on a reduced scale of a 

tray of this invention containing eight articles fully over 
wrapped by ?exible transparent film; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective View on a reduced scale of 
the tray of FIG. 1 containing six articles overwrapped 
by a sleeve of ?exible transparent ?lm; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a molded pulp pack 
aging tray of modi?ed con?guration; and 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a molded pulp packag 

ing tray of yet another con?guration. 
Referring to the drawings, the preferred embodiment 

of molded pulp packaging tray 10 according to this in 
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2 
vention is illustrated in FIGS. 1-5. Such a tray 10 com 
prises a substantially ?at and rigid bottom portion 12 of 
generally rectangular shape, the underlying surface of the 
bottom portion 12 being suitable as an anchor surface 
for adhering the ends of overwrap ?lm. 
Around the periphery of the bottom portion 12 are a 

plurality of ?ngers 18 which curve upwardly therefrom 
and extend a substantial distance above the plane of the 
bottom portion to provide lateral support for articles 
resting on the tray. The arrangement of the spaced ?n 
gers is such that, as can be seen from the drawings, a 
scallop-like perimeter or edge is provided for the pack— 
aging tray. From the drawings, it will be noted that 
the lateral boundary of the bottom portion 12 may, if 
desired, curve upwardly slightly as at 14 in the open 
ings or spaces 16 between the ?ngers to provide addi~ 
tional support for certain types of articles. Aside from 
the utility and other improved results obtained by such 
construction, the important aspect of a shape generally 
pleasing to the average consumer eye is derived by such 
construction. 

It will be noted that the tray of FIGS. 1 through 5 
has the ?ngers 18 at the four corners thereof extending 
somewhat higher (FIG. 2) above the plane of the bot 
tom portion 12 than the ?ngers 18 along the sides of 
the tray. This high ended arrangement is particularly 
desirable when articles positioned on the tray are to be 
overwrapped by open-end sleeves of flexible ?lm which 
may not provide adequate lateral support at the ends of 
the tray. Additionally, the corner ?ngers 18 of such a 
tray project laterally somewhat further (FIG. 1) than 
the ?ngers 18 along the sides of the tray in the preferred 
embodiment. 

Associated with each upstanding ?nger 18 is a de 
pression 20 including a curved wall portion integrally 
merging with the tray 10, but being essentially of dis 
similar curvature to afford increased rigidity of the ?n 
ger portion in relation to the bottom portion. Each de 
pression 20 takes the form of a dimple or recession pro 
truding or depressed from the general contour of the 
tray. The upper portion of each depression, as can best 
be seen from FIG. 3, merges in a generally tangential 
manner with the upper portion of the side wall ?nger 
18; similarly, the lower portion of the depression merges 
with the flat bottom portion 12 of the tray. On each 
side of each generally oval shaped depression 20, as seen 
in FIG. 5, the curved wall thereof blends or merges with 
the general shape of each upstanding ?nger 18. This 
compound curvature or rounded shape of each depres 
sion provides increased stability in all directions. While 
the depressions are illustrated as extending outwardly of 
the general con?nes of the container, inwardly extend 
ing depressions are contemplated for certain articles to 
provide the additional function of spacing articles on 
the tray. The corner or end ?ngers 18, which are high 
er than the side ?ngers in the preferred embodiment, in 
clude depressions 20 which are of proportionately in 
creased size. The cross-sectional thickness of the 
molded pulp is substantially constant throughout the en 
tire tray including the ?at bottom, upstanding ?ngers and 
strengthening depressions. 
Around the periphery of the tray 10 following the 

scallop-like curvature of the ?ngers is a slightly thickened 
stacking bead 22 having an outer surface 24 occupying 
a plane substantially perpendicular to the major plane 
of the bottom portion 12. An overhanging shoulder 26 
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formed by the bead 22 is utilized in known manner for 
supporting the tray on a stack of trays, and the upper 
surface 28 formed by the head 22 serves to support other 
trays thereabove in a stack prior to packaging. 

In FIG. 8, a modi?ed con?guration of molded pulp 
packaging tray 30 according to this invention is illus 
trated. This tray is of generally rectangular shape, but 
is considerably elongated over the embodiment illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 through 5. The desired number of 
upstanding ?ngers, each including a strengthening de 
pression, may be provided depending upon the length of 
the tray and the type of article to be packaged therein. 
In this embodiment, the upstanding ?ngers at the .ends 
of the tray have a width which carries them fully around 
the tray ends, and they are higher than the ?ngers along 
the sides of the tray. This tray is adapted for packing 
a single row of articles such as tomatoes or apples. 

In FIG. 9, yet another con?guration of molded pulp 
packaging tray 32 for fruit or other produce according 
to this invention is illustrated. This tray is of generally 
rectangular shape, again having the staggered arrange 
ment of ?ngers in scallop-like array, with a strengthen 
ing depression for each ?nger. The ?ngers all extend the 
same height above the bottom portion of the tray, and 
the upward curvature between the upstanding ?ngers is 
extremely slight. The ?ngers along the sides of the 
tray extend farther laterally than do the four corner 
?ngers. Rib means 34 provided on the bottom portion 
may be molded integrally in the tray during manufacture 
to facilitate the placing of articles in the tray, and to in 
sure their remaining properly positioned during trans 
portation. 

In use, the molded pulp packaging tray of this inven 
tion may be ?lled with an assortment of articles includ 
ing fruit, beans, ear corn, and the like. For instance, in 
FIG. 6, eight generally spherical articles are positioned 
‘on the bottom of a tray like the FIGS. 1-5 embodiment, 
one adjacent each upstanding ?nger. This provides utmost 
lateral support for the articles. In FIG. 7, on the 
other hand, a tray like the FIGS. 1-5, embodiment has 
been ?lled with only six generally spherical articles of 
somewhat increased size. In this instance, the articles 
are positioned adjacent the openings to extend between 
?ngers slightly beyond the lateral con?nes of the tray for 
utmost visibility. 

After articles or other produce have been positioned 
on the tray in the desired manner, ?exible overwraps 
of any known variety may be applied to protect the 
articles as well as secure them in position on the tray. 
In FIG. 6, the ?exible overwrap 38 is folded down on all 
four sides and adhered to the underlying surface of the 
bottom portion of the tray in known manner. In FIG. 7, 
the ?exible overwrap 40 is of the sleeve or open-ended 
variety either heat shrunk around the articles in the tray 
or otherwise adhered to the underlying surfaces of the 
bottom portion of the tray. Other types of overwraps, 
it will be apparent, either transparent or opaque, with or 
without advertising or other markings, and with or with 
out ventilation perforations, may be utilized with the‘ 
molded pulp packaging tray of this invention. 

Thus, an improved packaging tray has been disclosed 
which effects a substantial pulp material saving as com 
pared with known straight edge walled trays. Further 
more, the visibility of articles packed in the disclosed trays 
is increased without sacri?ce of lateral support as a re 
sult»of the strengthening depressions associated with 
each ?nger. The openings between ?ngers facilitate 
access to the articles on the tray for manually orienting 
them prior to overwrapping. Also, the scallop-like 
border of the tray provides a ?rm support for over 
wrapping ?lm which enables the ?lm to be stretched 
tighter along certain lines between articles, as will be 
clear, to provide additional separation of articles on the 
tray to prevent damage during shipment. The depres 
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A. 
sions, as well as providing extreme .rigidityto the up 
standing ?ngers when articles are positioned on the tray, 
also provided support for the ?ngers to minimize warp 
ing and sagging during manufacture of the tray while the 
wet molded pulp tray is being dried. Finally, when ar 
ticles are packaged with a cheek adjacent each upstand 
ing ?nger, the depression associated with the ?nger may 
serve an additional purpose of providing pocket ‘or recess 
means to prevent the article from shifting during trans 
portation and damaging other articles. 

While the above described embodiments constitute 
preferred modes of practicing the present invention, other 
embodiments may be resorted to within the scope of 
the actual invention which is de?ned by the following 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A packaging tray comprising a bottom portion, a 

plurality of ?nger portions spaced from one another 
around the periphery of the bottom portion in scallop 
like array, the ?nger portions being formed integrally 
with the bottom portion and curving upwardly there 
from to provide side support for articles resting on the 
bottom portion, and depressions integrally molded at 
the base of each of the ?nger portions, each depression 
including a curved wall portion integrally merging with 
the tray but being essentially of dissimilar curvature. 

2. A packaging tray as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the bottom portion is of generally rectangular shape with 
a single ?nger extending fully around each of the two 
ends thereof. 

3. A molded pulp packaging tray for supporting ar 
ticles in conjunction with a ?exible overwrap compris 
ing a substantially rigid bottom portion, the underside of 
which may serve as an anchor surface for the ?exible 
overwrap, a plurality of ?nger portions spaced from 
one another around the periphery of the bottom por 
tion in scallop-like array, the ?nger portions being formed 
integrally with the bottom portion and curving upward 
ly therefrom to provide side support for articles restmg 
on the’bottom portion, and depressions integrally molded 
at the base of each of the ?nger portions, each depressron 
including a curved wall portion integrally merging with 
the tray but being essentially of dissimilar curvature to 
afford increased rigidity of the ?nger portions. 

4. A molded pulp packaging tray for supporting articles 
comprising a generally ?at and substantially rigid.bot 
tom portion serving as an underlying support for artlcles, 
a scallop-like edge around the bottom portion forming 
plural upwardly curving ?nger portions to provide ‘side 
support for articles as well as to increase the visibility 
of the lower portion of articles packaged in the tray, 
and depressions integrally molded at the base of each of 
the ?nger portions, each depression including a curved 
wall portion integrally merging with the tray but being 
essentially of dissimilar curvature to afford increased 
rigidity of the ?nger portion in relation to the bottom 
portion. ~ 

5. ‘A molded pulp packaging tray as set forth in 
claim 4 wherein the generally ?at bottom portion in 
cludes ridge means formed thereon to facilitate spacing 
articles on the tray. 

‘ 6.‘ A molded pulp packaging tray as set forth in claim 
4 wherein the scallop~like edge includes a continuous 
surface‘substantially normal to the plane of the bottom 
portion. 

7. A molded pulp packaging tray as set forth in claim 
4 wherein the wall portion of each depression is curved 
in generally rounded fashion to bulge outside the gen 
eral contours of the tray adjacent the bottom portion. 

8. A molded pulp packaging tray as set forth in claim 
7 wherein the bottom portion is of generally rectangular 
shape, and wherein the upstanding ?nger portions at 
the ends of the rectangular shape extend higher there 
above than the ?nger portions along the sides of the rec 
tangular Shape._ 
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9. A molded pulp packaging tray as set forth in claim 
7 wherein the bottom portion is of generally rectangular 
shape with an upstanding ?nger portion at each corner, 
and wherein the four corner ?nger portions extend higher 
above the bottom portions than the ?nger portions along 
the sides of the rectangular shape. 

19. A molded pulp packaging tray as set forth in claim 
7 wherein the bottom portion is of generally rectangular 
shape, and wherein the upstanding ?nger portions at 
the ends of the rectangular shape extend farther laterally 
of the tray than the ?nger portions along the sides of the 
rectangular shape. 
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