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3,220,603 
CONTAÍNERS FÜR EGG CARTONS, 

0R THE LIKE 
Kenneth W. Bromley, Hobart, Ind., assignor to General 

American Transportation Corporation, Chicago, Ill., a 
corporation of New York 

Fiied June 19, 1963, Ser. No. 289,041 
8 Claims. (Cl. 220-83) 

The present invention relates to containers for egg 
cartons, or the like; and it is the principal object of the 
invention to provide such a container that is of one-piece 
construction formed entirely of an integrally molded single 
mass of plastic material. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a con 

tainer of the character noted that is molded of linear 
high-density polyethylene. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a con 

tainer of the character noted that is of simple, strong 
and lightweight construction and that may be completelyî 
formed in a single-stage injection molding operation in 
an economical manner. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a con 

tainer of the character noted, that comprises a basket 
like body having an open top and including improved 
structure accommodating stacking of a plurality of such 
containers upon each other and accommodating nesting 
of a plurality of such containers within each other, where 
by a plurality of the ñlled containers may be shipped in 
stacked relation from a chicken ranch to a market, and 
whereby a plurality of the empty containers may be 
shipped in nested relation from the market back to the 
chicken ranch, all in an efficient and space-saving manner. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

container of the character noted that comprises a basket 
like body having an open top and including a substan 
tially rectangular bottom wall and a substantially rec 
tangular rim disposed above the bottom wall and a pair 
of upwardly directed and outwardly inclined end walls 
and a pair of upwardly directed and outwardly inclined 
side walls, the bottoms of the end walls being respectively 
joined to the ends of the bottom wall and the bottoms 
of the side walls being respectivley joined to the sides 
of the bottom wall, the rim surrounding the open top of 
the body and including a pair of end members and a pair 
of side members, the tops of the end Walls being respec 
tively joined to the rim end members and the tops of the 
side walls being respectively joined to the rim side mem 
bers, and a pair of elongated end supports respectively 
hingedly connected to the rim end members and selec 
tively independently movable with respect thereto be 
tween stacking and nesting positions, each of the end 
supports in its stacking position projecting inwardly and 
over the adjacent end portion of the open top of the 
body and each of the end supports in its nesting posi 
tion projecting outwardly and from over the adjacent end 
portion of the open top of the body, the opposite end por 
tions of each one of the end supports respectively en 
gaging the adjacent top end portions of the rim side mem 
bers when the one end support occupies its stacking posi 
tion, whereby a lower such container is adapted to sup 
port an upper such container in stacked relation thereon 
when the end supports of the lower container occupy 
their stacking positions and are thus arranged in interfer 
ing and supporting relation with the opposite end por 
tions of the bottom wall of the upper container, and 
whereby a lower such container is adapted to support in 
nested relation therein an upper such container when 
the end supports of the lower container occupy their 
nesting positions and are thus arranged in non-interfer 
ing and non-supporting relation with the bottom wall of 
the upper container. 
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Further features of the invention pertain to the par 

ticular construction and arrangement of the elements of 
the container, whereby the above-outlined and additional 
operating features thereof are attained. ' 
The invention, both as to its organization and method 

of operation, together with further objects and advan 
tages thereof, will best be understood by reference to the 
following specification, taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational View of the container 

embodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary plan view of the container: 
FIG. 3 is a horizontal sectional view of the container, 

this view being taken in the direction of the arrows along 
the line 3_3 in FIG. l; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view of the 

container, this view being taken in the direction of the 
arrows along the line 4-4 in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 

tional view, similar to FIG. 4, of the top of the con 
tainer, and illustrating in solid lines the support in its 
nesting position and illustrating in dotted lines support in 
its stacking position; . 
FIG. 6 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 

tional view of the top of the container, this view being 
taken in the direction of the arrows along the line 6-6 
in FIG. 2, and illustrating the support in its stacking posi 
tion and showing the cooperation of one end thereof with 
the adjacent portion of the rim of the container; 

FIG. 7 is a side view of a lower container and a frag 
mentary side view of an upper container arranged in 
stacked relation; and 
FIG. 8 is a side view of a lower container and an 

end view of an upper container arranged in nested re 
lation. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 to 6, inclusive, of the draw 
ings, the container 10 there illustrated, and embodying 
the features of the present invention, is especially adapted 
to contain one-half crate of eggs, whereby the container 
10 is particularly adapted for use to market eggs from 
a chicken ranch. Speciiically, the container 10 is dimen 
sioned to receive a stack of fifteen egg cartons arranged 
in five vertically disposed layers of three egg cartons 
per layer with each egg carton adapted to contain one 
dozen individual eggs. The container 10 comprises a 
one-piece construction formed entirely of an integrally 
molded mass of plastic material; and specifically, the 
container 10 is so constructed and arranged that it may 
be readily molded in a single-stage injection molding 
machine in an economical manner. The plastic material 
mentioned is ordinarily of the thermoplastic type and is 
usually selected from the group of synthetic organic res 
ins including high-impact polystyrene, polypropylene, 
branched low-density polyethylene, linear high-density 
polyethylene, etc., but preferably, the resin comprises 
linear high-density polyethylene. 
At this point, it is noted that “linear high-density” poly 

ethylene is altogether different from “branched low 
density” polyethylene, both as to structure and to physical 
properties. The linear high-density product may be pro 
duced by the Ziegler “low-pressure” polymerization proc 
ess and is characterized by a specific gravity in the range 
0.941 to 0.965, products having a lower specific gravity 
(0.926 to 0.940) being referred to as “medium-density” 
polyethylene, and products having a still lower specific 
gravity (0.910 to 0.925) being referred to as “low-den 
sity” polyethylene. Linear high-density polyethylene 
possesses physical properties that are ideally suitable to 
utilization as the plastic material of which the container 
10 of the present invention is molded in its entirety and 

Specifically, linear high 
density polyethylene comprises an excellent injection 

’ice 
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molding material, has a very low mold' shrinkage char 
acteristic (0.02 to 0.05 in. per in.), has a high tensile 
strength (3,100 to 5,500 p.s.i.), has a high compressive 
strength (2,400 p.s.i.), has a high impact strength (1.5 to 
to 12.0 ft.lb. per in. of notch-lâ in. X 1/2 in. notched 
bar, Izod test), substantial hardness (D60 to D70 
Shore-Rockwell), a high resistance to heat (250° 
F.-continuous), a high heat distortion temperature 
(140 to 180° F.-66 p.s.i.), has a very low water absorp 
tion characteristic (0.01% per 24 hr. in 1/3 in. thickness 
specimens), has a very slow burning rate, has an ex 
ceedingly high resistance to sunlight, and is very resistant 
to Weak alkalies, strong alkalies, weak acids, strong acids 
and organic solvents. 
More particularly, the container 10 comprises a basket 

like body 11 having an open top and including a substan 
tially square bottom wall 12 of sheet-like form and a 
substantially square girdle 13 disposed above the bottom 
wall 12 and a substantially square rim 14 disposed above 
the girdle 13 and two ribbon-like corner strips 15 and 
two groups of ribbon-like end strips 16 and 17 and two 
groups of ribbon-like side strips 18 and 19. The girdle 
13 surrounds the intermediate portion of the body 11 well 
above the bottom wall 12 and substantially below the rim 
14 and includes a pair of ribbon-like end elements 13a 
and a pair of ribbon-like side elements 13b, with the 
adjacent ends of the elements 13a and 13b joined to 
gether by rounded ribbon-like corner elements 13C. The 
rim 14 surrounds the open top of the body 11 and in 
cludes a pair of ribbon-like end members 14a and a pair 
of ribbon-like side members 14b with the adjacent ends 
ofthe members 14a and 14b joined together by rounded 
ribbon-like corner members 14C. 
The two corner strips 15 are upwardly directed and 

outwardly inclined and are respectively arranged at a ñrst 
two diagonally related corners of the body 11, as clearly 
illustrated in FIG. 3. The lower ends of the two corner 
strips 15 are respectively joined to the two adjacent cor 
ners of the bottom wall 12; the intermediate portions of 
the two corner strips 15 are respectively joined to the 
adjacent ends of the girdle end elements 13a and to the 
adjacent ends of the girdle side elements 13b; and the 
upper ends of the two corner rstrips 15 are respectively 
joined to the adjacent ends of the rim end members 14a 
and to the adjacent ends of the rim side members 14b. 
The end strips 16 are disposed at the left-hand end of 

the bottom wall 12; the end strips 17 are disposed at 
the right-hand end of the bottom Wall 12; the side strips 
18 are disposed at the front side of the bottom wall 12; 
and the side strips 19 are disposed at the rear side of the 
bottom wall 12; all as viewed in FIG. 3. The end strips 
16 in one of the groups comprise three in number and 
are upwardly directed and outwardly inclined from the 
left-hand end of the bottom wall 12 and are arranged in 
laterally spaced-apart relation with each other and with 
the adjacent one of the corner strips 15; the end strips 
17 in the other of the groups comprise three in number 
and are upwardly directed and outwardly inclined from 
the right-hand end of the bottom wall 12 and are ar 
ranged in laterally spaced-apart relation with each other 
and with the adjacent one of the corner strips 15; the 
side strips 18 in one of the groups comprise three in num 
ber and are upwardly directed and outwardly inclined 
from the front side of the bottom wall 12 and are ar 
ranged in longitudinally spaced-apart relation with re 
spect to each other and with the adjacent one of the 
corner strips 15; and the side strips 19 in the other of 
the groups comprises three in number and are upwardly 
directed and outwardly inclined from the rear side of 
the bottom ywall 12 and are arranged in longitudinally 
spaced-apart relation with respect to each other and with 
the adjacent one of the corner strips 15. The lower ends 
of the end strips 16 and 17 in the two groups are respec 
tively joined to the adjacent ends of the bottom wall 12; 
the intermediate portions of the end strips 16 and 17 in 
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the two groups are respectively joined to the adjacent 
ones of the girdle end elements 13a; and the upper ends 
of the end strips 16 and 17 in the two groups are respec 
tively joined to the adjacent ones of the rim end mem 
bers 14a. The lower ends of the side strips 18 and 19 
in the two groups are respectively joined to the adjacent 
sides of the bottom wall 12; the intermediate portions of 
the side strips 18 and 19 in the two groups are respec 
tively joined to the adjacent ones of the girdle side ele 
ments 13b; and the upper ends of the side strips 18 and 
19 in the two groups are respectively joined to the ad 
jacent ones of the rim side members 14b. 
The end strips 16 and the adjacent lateral llange of 

the associated corner strip 15 constitute one end wall; 
and the end strips 17 and the adjacent lateral flange of 
the associated corner strip V15 constitute another end wall. 
The side strips 18 and the adjacent longitudinal flange of 
the associated corner strip 15 constitute one side wall; 
and the side strips 19 and the adjacent longitudinal flange 
of the associated corner strip 15 constitute another side 
wall. Thus, one of the corner strips 15 is disposed at 
the corner junction between the one end wall and the 
one side wall, an upwardly directed and outwardly in 
clined slot 20 is disposed at the corner between the one 
side wall and the other end wall, the other of the corner 
strips 15 is disposed at the corner junction between the 
other end wall and the other side wall, and an upwardly 
directed and outwardly inclined slot 20 is disposed at 
the corner between the other side wall and the one end 
wall; all as shown in FIG. 3. 
The lateral width of the end strips 16 is less than the 

lateral `spacings therebetween; the lateral width of the 
end strips 17 is less than the later-al spacings therebetween; 
and the end strips 16 are arranged in staggered relation 
with the end strips 17 longitudinally through the body 11; 
all as shown in FIG. 3. The longitudinal width of the 
side strips 18 is less than the longitudinal spacings there 
between; the longitudinal width of the side strips 20 is less 
than the longitudinal spacings therebetween; and the side 
strips 18 are arranged in staggered relation with the side 
strips 19 laterally through the body 11; all as shown in 
FIG. 3. 
The bottom wall 12 is substantially horizontally dis 

posed; the girdle 13 is substantially horizontally disposed 
and presents an outwardly positioned shoulder with respect 
to the bottom wall 12 that is downwardly directed, as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 4; and the rim 14 is substantially 
horizontally disposed and presents an outwardly positioned 
shoulder with respect to the girdle 13 that is downwardly 
directed, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 4. Also, the bottom 
wall 12 carries three laterally extending and longitudinally 
spaced-apart ridges 12a, 12b and 12e of elongated form 
and upwardly directed from the upper surface thereof. 
The end ridges 12a are substantially identical; while the 
center ridge 12b is somewhat wider and somewhat higher 
than the end ridges 12a; which ridges 12a, 12b and 12C 
aie employed for a purpose more fully explained herein 
a ter. 

Further, the container 10 comprises a pair of elongated 
end supports 30 respectively connected by hinge parts, 
indicated at 31, to the rim end members 14a. The end 
supports 30 are independently movable with respect to 
the rim end members 14a; and each end support 30 is 
selectively movable between a stacking position, yshown 
in dotted lines in FIG. 5, and a resting position, shown in 
solid lines in FIG. 5. Each end support 30 in its stacking 
position, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, projects inwardly 
and over the adjacent end portion of the open top of the 
body 11; and each end support 30 in its resting position, 
as shown in FIG. 5, projects outwardly and from over 
the adjacent end portion of the open top of the body 11. 
Also, the opposite end portions of each end support 30 
carries a pair of hook-like structures 30a that respectively 
engage and hook-over the adjacent top end portions of 
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the rim side members 14b, when the end support 30 occu 
pies it-s stacking position, as -best shown in FIG. 6. 

Referring now to FIG. 7, two of the containers >10A 
and 10B of the construction described above are illus 
trated in stacked relation, the lower container 10A sup 
porting the upper container 10B. In this arrangement, 
the end supports 30 of the lower container 10A occupy 
their stacking positions, and are thus arranged in inter 
fering and supporting relation with the opposite end por 
tions of the bottom wall 12 of the upper container 10B. 
As indicated in FIG. 6, the upper supporting surfaces 
of the end supports 30 are positioned below the rim 
14 of the lower container 10A, so that the bottom wall 12 
of the upper container 10B is surrounded by the rim 
14 of the lower container 10A, thereby to prevent acci 
dental -displacement of the upper container 10B from 
the lower container 10A in the event the upper container 
10B is unintentionally struck or bumped. Also, »this 
arrangement illustrates that the containers 10A and 16B 
are normally filled with the egg cartons, indicated at 50, 
when the containers 10A and 10B are in stacked relation. 
Further, the egg carton-s 50 are arranged in a stack of 
five layers in each container 10A and 10B, with each 
layer including three individual egg cartons 50. In each 
container 10A and 10B, the three ridges 12a, 12b and 
12e carried by the bottom wall 12 thereof project up 
wardly into three elongated cracks or grooves 51 respec 
tively provided in the bottom walls of the three individual 
egg cartons 50 directly supported by the bottom wall 12 
thereof, so as to prevent undesirable longitudinal shifting 
of the three egg cartons 50 mentioned upon the bottom 
Wall 12 thereof. 

Referring now to FIG. 8, two of the containers 16C 
and 10D of the construction described above are illus 
trated in nested relation, the lower container 10C receiv 
ing and Isupporting the upper container 10D therein. 
In this arrangement, the end supports 3€) of the lower 
container 10C occupy their nesting positions, and are 
thus arranged in non-interfering and non-supporting rela 
tion with the bottom wall 12 of the upper container 
10D. In order to improve nesting of the containers 10C 
and 10D, the upper container 16D is rotated 90° with 
respect to the lower container 10C before the bottom 
wall 12 of the upper container 10D is inserted into the 
open top of the lower container 10C. This causes the 
two corner strips 15 of the body 11 of the upper con 
tainer 10D to be disposed adjacent to the two corner slots 
2d provided in the Ábody 11 of the lower container 10C. 
Assuming that the upper container 10D is rotated 90° 
in the clockwise direction, as viewed in FIGS. 1 and 3, 
the strips 16, 19, 17 and 18 of the upper container 10D 
are respectively disposed adjacent to and in staggered 
relation with the strips 19, 17, 1S and 16 of the lower 
container 16C. Also, as illustrated, the rim 14 of the 
upper container 141D is positioned above the rim 14 of 
the lower container 10C, the girdle 13 of the upper con 
tainer 10D is positioned in engagement with the rim 14 
of the lower container 10C, and the `bottom wall 12 of 
the upper container 10D is positioned above the bottom 
wall 12 of the lower container 10C. 
The arrangements of FIGS. 7 and 8 are very advan 

tageous, since the containers in filled condition may be 
readily shipped from the chicken ranch to the market in 
stacked relation, as lshown in FIG. 7, and since the con 
tainers in empty condition may be readily shipped or 
returned from the market back to the chicken ranch for 
re-use; all in a convenient and eñicient manner, with sub 
stantial economies in the shipping costs. 

In a constructional example of the container 10, as 
shown in FIGS. 1 to 6, inclusive: the longitudinal distance 
between the inner surfaces of the end strips 16 and 17 
at the bottom wall 12 may be 9%"g the lateral distance 
between the inner surfaces of the side strips 18 and 19 
at the bottom wall 12 may be 93/8"; the vertical distance 
between the upper surface of the bottom wall 12 and 
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the top of the rim 14 may be 14"; and »the vertical dis 
tance between the upper surface of the bottom wall 12 
and the bottom of the girdle 13 may be 91/2”. One of 
the corner strips 15 may have a longitudinal ñange of 1", 
the longitudinal spacings between side :strips `18 may be 
1%” and each side strip 18 may have a longitudinal 
width of 11/2"; and the one corner strip 15 may have a 
lateral ñange of 1", the lateral spacings between the 
end strips 16 may be 1%” and each strip 16 may have 
a lateral width of 11/2”. The other corner strip 15 is 
identical to the one corner strip 15 described, the side 
Strips 19 and the end strips 17 are identical to the respec 
tive side strips 18 and end strips 16 and are identically 
arranged symmetrically with respect to the other corner 
strip 15 in the manner described above. The girdle 13 
has a width or height of 1/2”, and the rim 14 has a width 
or height of 1/2". The upward inclination of the strips 
16, 17, 18 and 19 causes the girdle 13 to have inside 
dimensions of approximately 1211/16” x 121%6”. The 
thickness of the sheet-like bottom wall 12 and of the 
strips 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 and of the girdle elements 
13a and 13b and of the rim members 14a and 1417 and 
of the end supports 30 may be 125 mils; while the thick 
ness of the hinge parts 31 may be only 15 mils, so as to 
insure ready hinging thereof with respect to the respec 
tively adjacent rim end members 14a. In general, the 
other dimensions of the container 10 are related to those 
noted in accordance with the scales of the drawings. 
Of course, it will be appreciated that the container v10 

is of general utility as a basket; however, the container 
10 of the dimensions set forth is of special utility as a 
container for fifteen egg cartons, as previously explained. 
Accordingly, the thickness of the part-s and the dimen 
sions thereof may ̀ be approximately varied in order to 
produce a great variety of containers or baskets embody 
ing the present invention. 
As previously noted, the container 10 may be readily 

molded in a single-stage injection molding machine of 
conventional construction and in accordance with known 
methods, thereby to insure a low cost of the container 10. 

In view of the foregoing, it is apparent that there has 
been provided a container of improved and simplified con 
struction and arrangement and that is economical to 
manufacture. 

While there has been described what is at present 
considered to be the preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, it will be understood that various modifications may 
‘be made therein, and it is intended to cover in the 
appended claims all such modifications as fall within the 
true «spirit and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A container for egg cartons, or the like, compris 

ing a one-piece construction formed entirely of an in 
tegrally molded single mass of plastic material; said con 
tainer comprising a basket-like body having an open top 
and including a substantially rectagular bottom Wall and 
a substantially rectangular girdle disposed above said bot 
tom wall and a substantially rectangular rim disposed 
above said girdle and a pair of upwardly directed and out‘ 
wardly inclined and opposed end walls and a pair of up 
wardly directed and outwardly inclined and opposed side 
walls, said girdle surrounding the intermediate portion of 
said body and including a pair of end elements and a pair 
of side elements, said rim surrounding the open top of said 
body and including a pair of end members and a pair of 
side members, the bottoms of said end walls being respec 
tively joined to the ends of said bottom wall and the in 
termediate portions of said end walls being respectively 
joined to the adjacent ones of said girdle end elements 
and the tops of said end walls being respectively joined 
to the adjacent ones of said rim end members, the bottom 
of said side walls being respectively joined to the sides of 
said bottom wall and the intermediate portions of said 
side walls being respectively joined to the adjacent ones 
of said girdle side members and the tops of said side walls 
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being respectively joined to the adjacent ones of said rim 
side members, a pair of elongated end supports, and a 
a pair of hinge parts respectively hingedly connecting said 
end supports to said rim end members, said hinge parts ac 
commodating selective independent movements of said 
end supports with respect to said rim end members be 
tween stacking and nesting positions, each of said end sup 
ports in its stacking position projecting inwardly and over 
the adjacent end portion of the open top of said body and 
each of said end supports in its nesting position projecting 
outwardly and from over the adjacent end portion of the 
open top of said body, the opposite end portions of each 
one of said end supports respectively engaging the adja 
cent top end portions of said rim side members when said 
one end support occupies its stacking position, whereby a 
lower such container is adapted to support an upper such 
container in stacked relation thereon when the end sup 
ports of the lower container occupy their stacking positions 
and are thus arranged in interfering and supporting rela 
tion with the opposite end portions of the bottom wall of 
the upper container, and whereby a lower such container 
is adapted to support in nested relation therein an upper 
such container with the girdle of the upper container in 
engagement with the rim of the lower container when 
the end supports of the lower container occupy their nest 
ing positions and are thus arranged in non-interfering and 
non-supporting relation with the bottom wall of the upper 
container. 

2. The container set forth in claim 1, wherein the 
plastic material of which it is molded consists essentially 
of linear high-density polyethylene. 

3. The container set forth in claim 1, wherein each of 
said end walls consists essentially of a plurality of up 
wardly directed and outwardly inclined ribbon-like first 
strips arranged in laterally spaced-apart relation, and each 
of said sidewalls consists essentially of a plurality of up 
wardly directed and outwardly inclined ribbon-like second 
strips arranged in longitudinally spaced-apart relation. 

4. The container set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
bottom wall is of sheet-like form and carries a plurality 
of laterally extending and longitudinally spaced-apart up 
standing ridges each of elongated form, said ridges being 
adapted respectively to project upwardly into a correspond 
ing plurality of elongated cracks respectively provided in 
the bottoms of a corresponding plurality of egg cartons di 
rectly supported by said bottom wall so as to prevent unde 
sirable longitudinal shifting of the supported egg cartons in 
said container. 

5. A container for egg cartons, or the like, comprising 
a one-piece construction formed entirely of an integrally 
molded single mass of plastic material; said container com 
prising a basket-like body having an open top and includ 
ing a substantially rectangular bottom wall of sheet-like 
form and a substantially rectangular girdle disposed above 
said bottom wall and a substantially rectangular rim dis 
posed above said girdle and two opposed groups of ribbon 
like end strips and two opposed groups of ribbon-like side 
strips, said girdle surrounding the intermediate portion 
of said body and including a pair of end elements and a 
pair of side elements, said rim surrounding the open top 
of said body and including a pair of end members and a 
pair of side members, said end strips in each of said groups 
being upwardly directed and outwardly inclined and ar 
ranged in laterally spaced-apart relation, said side strips 
in each of said groups being upwardly directed and out 
wardly inclined and arranged in longitudinally spaced 
apart relation, the lower ends of said end strips in each 
of said groups being respectively joined to the adjacent 
ends of said bottom Awall and the intermediate portions of 
said end strips in each of said groups being respectively 
joined to the adjacent ones of said girdle end elements and 
the upper ends of said end strips in each of said groups 
being respectively joined to the adjacent ones of said rim 
end members, the lower ends of said side strips in each of 
said groups being respectively joined to the adjacent sides 
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8 
of said bottom wall and the intermediate portions of said 
side strips in each of said groups being respectively joined 
to the adjacent ones of said girdle side elements and the 
upper ends of said side strips in each of said groups being 
respectively joined to the adjacent ones of said rim side 
members, a pair of elongated end supports, and a pair of 
hinge parts respectively hingedly connecting said end sup 
ports to said rim end members, said hinge parts accommo 
dating selective independent movements of said end sup 
ports with respect to said rim end members between stack 
ing and nesting positions, each of said end supports in its 
stacking position projecting inwardly and over the adja 
cent end portion of the open top of said body and each of 
said end supports in its nesting position projecting out 
wardly and from over the adjacent end portion of the open 
top of said body, the opposite end portions of each one of 
said end supports respectively engaging the adjacent top 
end portions of said rim side members when said one end 
support occupies its stacking position, whereby a lower 
such container is adapted to support an upper such con 
tainer in stacked relation thereon when the end supports 
of the lower container occupy their stacking positions and 
are thus arranged in interfering and supporting relation 
with the opposite end portions of the bottom wall of the 
upper container, and whereby a lower such container is 
adapted to support in nested relation therein an upper 
such container with the girdle of the upper container in 
engagement with the rim of the lower container when the 
end supports of the lower container occupy their nesting 
positions and are thus arranged in non-interfering and non 
supporting relation with the bottom wall of the upper con 
tainer. 

6. A container for egg cartons, or the like, comprising 
a one-piece construction formed entirely of an integrally 
molded single mass of plastic material; said container 
comprising a basket-like body having an open top and in 
cluding a substantially square bottom wall of sheet-like 
form and a substantially square girdle disposed above 
said bottom wall and a substantially square rim disposed 
above said girdle and two ribbon-like corner strips and 
two opposed groups of ribbon-like end strips and two op 
posed groups of ribbon-like side strips, said girdle sur 
rounding the intermediate portion of said body and in 
cluding a pair of end elements and a pair of side elements, 
said rim surrounding the open top of said body and in 
cluding a pair of end members and a pair of side mem 
bers, said two corner strips being upwardly directed and 
outwardly inclined and respectively arranged at a ñrst two 
diagonally related corners of said body, the lower ends 
of said two corner strips being respectively joined to the 
two adjacent corners of said bottom wall and the inter 
mediate portions of said two corner strips being respec 
tively joined to the adjacent junctions between the ends 
of said girdle end elements and the ends of said girdle side 
elements and the upper ends of said two corner strips 
being respectively joined to the adjacent junctions between 
the ends of said rim end members and the ends of said 
rim side members, said end strips in each of said groups 
being upwardly directed and outwardly inclined and ar 
ranged in laterally spaced-apart relation with each other 
and with the adjacent one of said corner strips, said side 
strips in each of said groups being upwardly directed and 
outwardly inclined and arranged in longitudinally spaced 
apart relation with each other and with the adjacent one 
of said corner strips, the lower ends of said end strips in 
said groups being respectively joined to the adjacent ends 
of said bottom wall and the intermediate portions of said 
end strips in said groups being respectively joined to the 
adjacent ones of said girdle end elements and the upper 
ends of said end strips in said groups being respectively 
joined to the adjacent ones of said rim end members, the 
lower ends of said side strips in said groups being respec 
tively joined to the adjacent sides of said bottom wall and 
the intermediate portions of said side strips in said groups 
being respectively joined to the adjacent ones of said girdle 
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side elements and the upper ends of said side strips in said 
groups being respectively joined to the adjacent ones of 
said rim side members, whereby two upwardly directed 
and outwardly inclined corner slots are respectively ar 
ranged at a second two diagonally related corners of said 
body, a pair of elongated end supports, and a pair of 
hinge parts respectively hingedly connecting said end sup 
ports to said rim end members, said hinge parts accommo 
dating selective independent movements of said end sup 
ports with respect to said rim end members between stack 
ing and nesting positions, each of said end supports in its 
stacking position projecting inwardly and over the ad 
jacent end portion of the open top of said body and each 
of said end supports in its nesting position projecting out 
wardly and :from over the adjacent end portion of the 
open top of said body, the opposite end portions of each 
one of said end supports respectively engaging the ad 
jacent top end portions of said rim side members when 
said one end support occupies its stacking position, where 
by a lower such container is adapted to support an upper 
such container in stacked relation thereon when the end 
supports of the lower container occupy their stacking posi 
tions and are thus arranged in interfering and supporting 
relation with the opposite end portions of the bottom wall 
of the upper container, and whereby a lower such con 
tainer is adapted to support in nested relation therein an 
upper such container with the upper container rotated 90° 
with respect to the lower container so that the corner strips 
of the upper container are positioned at the corner slots 
in the lower container and with the girdle of the upper 
container in engagement with the rim of the lower con 
tainer when the end supports of the lower container oc 
cupy their nesting positions and are thus arranged in non 
interfering and non-supporting relation with the bottom 
wall of the upper container. 

7. The container set forth in claim 6, wherein said end 
strips in said two groups are arranged in staggered rela 
tion with respect to each other longitudinally through said 
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body, and said side strips in said two groups are arranged 
in staggered relation with respect to each other laterally 
through said body, whereby the end strips and the side 
strips of an upper such container are staggered respective 
ly between the side strips and the end strips of a lower 
such container when the lower container supports the 
upper container in nested relation therein with the upper 
container rotated 90° with respect to the lower container. 

8. The container set forth in claim 6, wherein the 
lateral width of each of said end strips in each of said 
groups is less than the lateral spacing between adjacent 
ones of said end strips in each of said groups, said end 
strips in said two groups are arranged in staggered rela 
tion with respect to each other longitudinally through said 
body, the longitudinal width of each of said side strips 
in each of said groups is less than the longitudinal spacing 
between adjacent ones of said side strips in each of said 
groups, and said side strips in said two groups are arranged 
in staggered relation with respect to each other laterally 
through said body, whereby the end strips and the side 
strips of an upper such container are staggered respective 
ly between the side strips and the end strips of a lower such 
container when the lower container supports the upper 
container in nested relation therein with the upper con 
tainer rotated 90° with respect to the lower container. 
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