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3,220,543 
TOOTHBRUSH PACKAGE ADVERTISING 

TAB COMBINATION 
Robert C. McCord, Florence, and William T. Maginnis, 

Northampton, Mass, assignors to Pro-Phy-Lac-Tic 
Brush Company, Florence, Mass, a corporation of 
Ohio 

Filed Feb. 12, 1964, Ser. No. 344,308 
5 Claims. (Cl. 206-4554) 

This invention relates to toothbrush packages and more 
particularly to a combination toothbrush case and re 
movably attachable sales display tab. 

In the merchandising of toothbrushes, various pro 
motions are instituted from time to time to stimulate sales 
and to encourage purchasers to try a particular brand of 
toothbrush. During such sales, it is customary to reduce 
retail prices drastically or to sell two brushes for the unit 
price of one. In such sales promotions, the toothbrush 
manufacturer usually supplies the product specially pack 
aged for the sale, with some special type of advertising 
label to attract the attention of consumers. Frequently 
the labels take the form of tabs which are af?xed to the 
upper end of the toothbrush case, usually displayed in 
upright condition in a stand or on hangers. The focus of 
attention is thus located at the top or “head” of the tooth 
brush case and as a result advertising tabs are a?ixed at 
or near the top of the package, usually by means of 
adhesives. 
When a promotional sale, usually of limited duration, 

has terminated, the manufacturer is confronted with the 
problem of replacing the sale merchandise :with mer 
chandise marked at the regular prices. The manufacturer 
may then have substantial quantities of returned mer 
chandise which is marked for sale. Removal of sales tabs 
has always been troublesome since it frequently results 
in the package being soiled or damaged, such as by ad 
hesive residue which seriously detract-s from the ap 
pearance of the package and requires repackaging. 

It is the principal object of this invention to provide a 
toothbrush case constructed to enable advertising display 
tabs to be removably a?ixed to the case in a simple, 
effective and economical manner. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an 
improved toothbrush package sales-display tab combina 
tion, the relationship of the package and tab being such 
that the tab can be readily and securely attached to the 
case and easily removed without in any way marring the 
appearance of the package. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a sales 
display tab toothbrush combination wherein a plurality 
of toothbrush cases are releasably held together by the tab 
which converts a number of toothbrushes into a unitary 
item for sales promotion. 
The above and other objects and advantages of this 

invention will become more apparent from the following 
description including the drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a toothbrush 

package embodying this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view showing a variation of the in 

vention; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of a toothbrush package em 

bodying the invention; 
FIG. 4 is a side view of the package illustrating the 

manner of assembly of the toothbrush case and display 
tab; 

FIG. 5 is a section, on an enlarged scale, taken along 
line 5—5 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged perspective view showing mount 
ing means for removably attaching advertising tabs of the 
toothbrush case; and 
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FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 6 with the tab shown 
a?ixed to the toothbrush case. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, in FIG. 1 is 
shown a toothbrush package embodying this invention. 
The package is supported by means of a rod r extending 
outwardly from a sales display rack, not shown. The 
package comprises a synthetic plastic case 6 which may 
be transparent polystyrene and is made up of a cover 8 
?tted onto a base 10 which together form a chamber 
enclosing a toothbrush, such as shown at 12. The two 

, portions of the case are held securely together in case 
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closed relation by means of _a band or wrapper 14. 
From the upper end of the base 10, a ?ange 16, integral 

therewith, extends upwardly. The ?ange is generally 
parallel with and offset from the under surface of the 
case su?iciently to provide a shoulder 17 provided with 
a number of offsets or steps 15 which serve to prevent 
accidental removal of an advertising tab 18. The ?ange 
16 provides means for supporting the case on a tooth 
brush rack support r, as shown in FIG. 1. In this con 
nection the ?ange is provided with a through hole 19 
which is of suf?cient diameter to readily receive the out~ 
wardly extending rods of a toothbrush support rack. 

In accordance with this invention, disposed inwardly 
of the hole 19 is an annulus or a ring 20 (FIG. 5) hav 
ing an outer diameter a less than diameter b of the hole 
19. The ring 20 is supported in spaced relation out 
wardly of the ?ange 16 at a distance c by a pair of out 
wardly extending supports or arms 22 (see also FIG. 6-). 
The arms are of generally the same thickness as the ring 
20 and are of arcuate con?guration peripherally of the 
ring. The arms are disposed at diametrically opposite 
sides of the ring, at its upper and lower ends for holding 
the advertising tab in upright alignment with the case 
when mounted on the ?ange. 

Disposition of the ring 20, inwardly of the opening 
19, enables the portion of the case on which the ?ange 
is carried to be molded without the necessity of mold 
inserts and to permit the case to be readily removed 
from the mold. Thus, with this con?guration of the 
ring and hole a highly effective means for mounting ad 
vertising tabs is provided without adding substantially 
to the cost of the case and without noticeably affecting 
the appearance of the case either with or without the tab 
in place. 
As shown in FIG. 5, the inner surface of hole 19, the 

outer surface of the ring 20 and arms 22 are generally 
in conical surface of-revolution which tapers inwardly 
from the ?ange enabling removal ‘from the forming mold. 

In combination with the toothbrush case described 
above, tab 18 is provided which may be made of any 
suitable sheet material su?‘iciently stilf to remain upright 
when mounted on the ?ange 16 of the case, and at the 
same time having a degree of ?exibility to enable it to 
be easily affixed to and removed from the mounting ring 
and a thickness not substantially greater than the offset 
0 of the ring 20 from the ?ange 16. 
Tab 18 may be of any desired con?guration, being pro 

vided with a key-shaped hole or slot, shown generally 
at 24. The round portion of the key-shaped hole has 
a diameter greater than the external diameter a of the 
ring 20. The width d (FIG. 6) of the throat portion 
of the key-shaped hole is substantially smaller than the 
diameter of the ring. Preferably, and as shown in the 
drawing, the Width a’ is approximately equal to the chord 
al width of the arms 22. With this geometric relation 
ship, tabs can be readily mounted on the ?ange, as shown 
in FIG. 4, by ?tting the circular portion of the key hole 
24 over the ring 20. To do this, the lower edge of the 
tab is ?exed slightly by the steps 15 on shoulder 17. 
The tab is then manipulated upwardly so that the throat 
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of the key hole ?ts snugly about the arms 22. In addi 
tion, the portion of the tab adjacent the hole 24, is held 
between the inner surface of the ring 20 and the under 
surface of the ?ange 16 sufficiently snugly so that the tab 
is held in coplanar relation with the under surface of the 
?ange. In addition, with the side edges of the throat 
portion of the key hole contiguous with the side edges of 
the arms 22, the tab is retained in an upright position and 
cannot tilt to any substantial degree relative to the longi 
tudinal axis of the case. Moreover, the tab is dimen 
sioned so that its lower edge 26 is positioned adjacent 
the upper surface of the steps 15 assuring against tilting 
or accidental removal of the tab during shipping or 
handling. 
At any time it is desired to remove a tab, it may be 

readily accomplished by ?exing the lower edge of the 
tab 26 outwardly of the steps 15 and by manipulating 
the tab downwardly until the round portion of the key 
hole is in alignment with the ring 20, whereupon the tab’ 
can be simply lifted from the ?ange without marking or 
damaging the case or the tab in any way. Moreover, 
after removal of the tab the case can be reused and im~ 
mediately returned to the display rack and hung in the 
same manner as if the tab were not removed. 
As shown in FIG. 2, a number of toothbrush cases. 6 

can be held together to form a unitary package by the 
use of advertising tabs. In FIG. 2, a tab 28 is approxi 
mately double the width of a toothbrush case. The two 
cases are held together in side-by-side relation by the 
advertising tab having two key-shaped holes 24 spaced 
a distance approximately equal to the width of one case. 
The cases are thus held together and may be conveniently 
displayed and sold as a unit. The rings 20, the arms 
22 and the lower edge of the tab in relation to the shoul_ 
ders 17 of the two cases serve to securely maintain the 
cases in the assembled relation shown in FIG. 2. At 
any time the two cases can be separated by simply re 
moving the tab 28 in the manner described above. 
Having thus described the invention, what is claimed is: 
1. Toothbrush package comprising a case having an 

integral ?ange extending upwardly from its upper end, 
said ?ange being provided with an aperture therethrough 
for hanging up the package, a ring spaced outwardly from 
one surface of said ?ange, support arms extending from 
the edge of said aperture to said ring at diametrically 
opposite points thereof, said ring, support arms and ?ange 
being of integral construction, said ring having an outer 
diameter no greater than the diameter of said aperture 
and providing means for removably mounting a sales dis 
play tab of sheet material in coplanar relation on said 
?ange. 

2. Toothbrush package comprising a case having a 
?ange extending upwardly from its upper end, said ?ange 
being provided with an aperture therethrough for hang 
ing up the package, a ring integral with said ?ange and 
spaced outwardly from one surface thereof, said ring 
being supported by a pair of arms extending from the edge 
of said aperture to diametrically opposite locations on 
said ring and in alignment lengthwise of the case, said 
ring having an outer diameter less than the diameter of 
said aperture, and serving as means for removably mount 
ing a tab of sheet material in coplanar relation with said 
?ange. 
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3. Toothbrush package comprising a plastic case hav 

ing an integral ?ange extending upwardly from one end 
thereof and offset from one surface of the case to pro 
vide a shoulder, said ?ange being provided with an aper 
ture therethrough for hanging up said package, a ring 
spaced from one surface of said ?ange and being sup 
ported by. arms which extend outwardly from the edge 
of said aperture to diametrically opposite locations on said 
ring in alignment lengthwise of the case, said ring and 
aperture lying in a conical surface of revolution tapering 
inwardly from the ?ange to the ring, said ring, arms and 
shoulder providing means for removably mounting a tab 
of sheet material in coplanar relation with said ?ange. 

4. Toothbrush package comprising in combination a 
case having a ?ange extending upwardly from its upper 
end, said ?ange being provided with an aperture for hang 
ing up the package, a ring spaced from one surface of 
said ?ange and being supported by upstanding arms of 
arcuate con?guration extending from diametrically op 
posite edges of said aperture, said arms being disposed 
in alignment lengthwise of the case and a tab of sheet 
material having a key-shaped aperture therethrough, the 
diameter of the circular portion of the key-shaped aper 
ture being greater than the diameter of said ring, and the 
width of the throat portion of the key aperture being 
approximately equal to the chordal width of said ribs. 

5. Toothbrush package comprising in combination a 
plastic case and sales display tab made of sheet material, 
said case being of integral construction and having a 
?ange extending from its upper end, outwardly extending 
steps at the lower end of said ?ange, said ?ange having 
an aperture therethrough for hanging up the package, 
a ring disposed in spaced parallel relation with the under 
surface of the ?ange, said ring being supported by a 
pair of arcuate arms extending from the edge of the 
aperture to the ring and in alignment lengthwise of the 
case, the inner surface of the aperture, outer surface of 
the arms and ring lying in a conical surface of revolution 
tapered inwardly from the ?ange to the ring, said tab 
having a key-shaped aperture therethrough, the circular 
portion of the key aperture being slightly larger than 
the outer diameter of the ring, and the throat portion of 
the key aperture being approximately equal in width to 
the chordal width of said arms, the tab being dimensioned 
so its lower edge is contiguous with said steps whereby 
said tab is removably held in coplanar relation with. 
said ?ange. 
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