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This invention relates to coin banks and more par 
ticularly to coin banks in which a coin is used as a play 
ing piece in placing it in a depository compartment. 
An ‘object of this invention is to provide a bank of the 

type stated which affords amusement by means of a two 
sided labyrinthian course through which a coin must 
pass as a sliding playing piece in order to reach and be 
deposited in a depository compartment, which permits 
visual appraisal of its contents and which provides for 
simple and convenient improved means for removal of 
its contents. 

Another object is to provide a coin bank of the type 
and for the purpose stated which may be very eco 
nomically produced and assembled, which is readily port 
able and easily manipulatable and which is uniquely de 
signed to call on and exercise manipulative and analytical 
skills of the user. Yet another object is to provide a 
bank of the type stated which has integrally formed clips 
and grooves which enable assembly of the entire device 
without any glue, thermal joining or any other fasteners 
of any kind. 

Additional objects and advantages will be readily ap 
parent from the reading of the following description 
of a coin bank constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion, and reference to the accompanying drawings there 
of, wherein: 

In the drawings, FIGURES l and 2 are plan views of 
opposite sides of a coin bank embodying my invention; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross section thereof, taken approxi 

mately along the line 3-—3, FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken approximately 

along the line 4—4, FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of a slightly modi?ed 

form of guard means; 
FIGURE 6 is a typical sectional view of the modi?ed 

form of guard means shown in FIGURE 5, taken on a 
line generally corresponding to line 3-3, FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 7 is an elevational view showing the coin 

entry aperture, taken approximately along the line 7—7, 
FIGURE 1. 
The coin bank comprises a shallow box or case 12 

having transparent heads or covers 130 and 13b. The 
box contains a planar diaphragm 14 which is arranged 
between and parallel with the covers 13a and 13b. 
Partitions 15 project from both sides of the diaphragm 
and are in contact with the respective covers, thus de 
?ning, in cooperation with the diaphragm and covers, 
two similar series of substantially enclosed compartments. 
With the exception of depository compartment 21, which 
is speci?cally adapted for use as a depository for bills as 
well as coins, each compartment connects to at least 
one other compartment on the opposite side of the dia 
phragm through transverse apertures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, thus providing a labyrinthian course 
beginning at a coin entrance aperture 29 preferably pro 
vided along one edge of the box and leading through a 
terminus aperture 11 to a terminus compartment 16, 
which is de?ned by partitions 15a, 15b, 15c and 15a‘, 
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a guard means 17, cover 13a and the diaphragm. Guard 
means 17 projects from the diaphragm and encompasses 
the terminus aperture 11, substantially enclosing the 
space between aperture 11 and the cover 13a directly 
above and comprises a channeling means, section 18 vof 
which extends to and is in contact with cover 13a, a 
shortened partition section 19, and athin resilient ?ap 
20 vertically disposed between partition sections 18 and 
19 its lower edge being ?xed therebetween and its upper 
edge being in contact with cover 13a. With the bank 
held in the inverted position so that cover 13a is now 
at the bottom, a coin introduced through the terminus 
aperture into the guard means may be shaken against 
?ap 2t} and will force the ?ap’s top portion outwardly 
away from its original position and thus allow passage 
of the coin between the cover and the ?ap into the 
terminus compartment, the flap then returning to its 
original position. Coin 22 represents a coin thus de 
posited. Ends 21a and 21b of partition section 18 com 
prise vertical restraining abutments which block inward 
movement of the ?ap, thus preventing coins inside the 
terminus compartment from re-entering the guard means. 
The covers are retained in place by integral clip mem 

bers 23a, 23b and 230 projecting at intervals from voppos 
ing peripheral side partitions 24. Each clip member 
comprises a projecting section 25 and a recessed groove 
section 26 which receives the generally complementary 
shaped edge 27 of the cover. The projecting sections 25 
of opposing clip members, such as those of clip members 
23a with respect to those of clip members 2312, are 
spaced slightly closer to each other than the overall width 
of the cover ?tted between them, so that force is required 
in seating or unseating the cover therebetween, as fur 
ther explained below. 

In placing cover 13a on the box one of the edges 27 is 
engaged in the grooves of one set of adjacent clip mem 
bers such as in the grooves in cli-p members 23b, and the 
opposite edge of the cover is brought in contact with the 
projecting sections 25 of the opposing set ‘of clip mem 
bers, 23a in the present example. Force applied down 
wardly and normal to the cover now causes the project 
ing sections 25 of clip members 23a to be cammed out 
wardly by the cover edge 27, or the cover to deform 
slightly, or both, sui?ciently to permit the cover edge to 
pass by the projecting sections and be seated in the groove 
sections 26, after which the clip members and the cover 
recover from any temporary deformation and resume 
their original shape. Cover 13b is placed in position in 
clip members 23c by following the same general pro 
cedure. In order for a user to remove any contents of 
the coin bank a coin or similar article may be intro 
duced in the coin entrance aperture 29 and twisted so 
one edge portion thereof is hearing against the upwardly 
facing partition edge 24a and another against the cover 
13a, so that increased twisting force applied to such coin 
or similar article will force the edge of the cover to cam 
the clip members 2311 outwardly su?iciently for edge 27 
to pass by these clip members thereby disengaging this 
edge of the cover and consequently relieving pressure of 
the opposing cover edge against clip members 23b and 
facilitating complete removal of the cover. 
Compartment 21 is speci?cally adapted to receive and 

accommodate folded bills as well as coins, and is de 
?ned by partitions 15d, 15e, 15f, shortened peripheral 
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partition 24b, the diaphragm, cover 13a and a resilient 
return guard ?ap 30 whose lower portion is disposed in 
the longitudinal groove 31 provided in partition 24b and 
whose upper edge is biased inwardly against the under 
side of cover 13a, thereby substantially closing the space 
therebetween. The projecting upper portion of the ?ap 
is provided of slightly greater height than the space be 
tween the cover and the partition 24b thereby causing the 
upper ?ap edge to be inwardly inclined and biasly main 
tained against the under side of the cover. 

It may be seen that a bill or coin may be forced past 
the top edge of ?ap 30, which moves inwardly under 
force applied thereagainst but which, upon passing of 
the bill or coin into the compartment, returns to its 
original position, thereby preventing such bills or coins 
from falling from the compartment. It may also readily 
be seen that this type of return guard ?ap can be sub 
stituted for the ?ap 20 of the present coin return guard 
17 previously described herein. 

1 may provide peripheral projecting means 32 adapted 
for placement of instructional indicia 37 and also adapted 
to permit convenient digital manipulation of the coin 
bank thereby without obstructing visual analysis of the 
compartment on either side. In the present instance 
peripheral projecting means 32 lies in a plane with and 
is an extension of the diaphragm. It may be readily 
seen that the peripheral projecting means offers con 
venient surfaces for advertising or other identifying in 
dicia as well. 

I may also provide a slightly modi?ed form of guard 
means 33 comprising a tubular section projecting from 
the diaphragm and circumscribing hole 11, as seen in 
FIGURES 5 and 6. Minimum clearance space is pro 
vided between the top edge 34 and the cover 13:: to per 
mit a coin to pass therebetween, as shown in FIGURE 6. 

I may provide a slightly modi?ed form of cover having 
a superimposed opaque area 35 provided to obstruct the 
user’s view of the compartments and partitions under 
neath, as shown in FIGURE 2. In the present instance 
the opaque area 35 conceals from view the portion of 
compartment 36 which leads to the terminus compart 
ment, and furthermore conceals the partitions 15m, 15n 
and 150 and thus prevents the user from visually identi 
fying these as obstructions to direct entrance into the 
terminus compartment. The interest in and di?iculty of 
the solution is thereby considerably enhanced. It is 
understood that covers having a plurality of such opaque 
areas may be provided without departing from my in 
vention. 

In using the coin bank, coins or bills may be simply 
introduced into the depository compartment 21 as pre 
viously described herein. However, to place coins in 
the terminus compartment 16 a coin small enough to 
freely pass through the coin entrance aperture and the 
inter-connecting compartments and openings, for ex 
ample a dime, is introduced through the coin entrance 
aperture into the compartment encompassing the aper 
tures 1, 2, and 3. The coin bank is then tilted and ma 
nipulated so the coin will slide to and through one of 
these apertures. Upon falling through the aperture the 
coin rests on the inner surface of cover 13b. By tilting 
or shaking the bank slightly the coin is brought out of 
alignment with the aperture through which it has just 
fallen, preventing it from falling back through same, 
and the bank is inverted. The coin now lies on the dia 
phragm and is in a like manner manipulated to and 
through another aperture, and the process is continued 
until the coin is ?nally deposited in the terminus com 
partment 16. It will be seen that one successful sequence 
in depositing a coin in the terminus aperture is found 
by manipulating the coin sequentially through the aper 
tures 1, 5, 4, 6, 8, 10, 9 and 11. It will be noted that 
in the present instance the various compartments which 
form parts of the labyrinthian course are of various and 
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4 
non-corresponding con?gurations and are generally laby 
rinthian shaped themselves. 
The foregoing description ‘of the invention is explana 

tory thereof and various changes in size, shape and in the 
details of the illustrated construction may be made with 
out departing from my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim and 

desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A coin bank comprising a box having transparent 

covers, a diaphragm arranged parallel with said covers 
and dividing the box into separate compartments and 
provided on both sides thereof with projecting partitions 
de?ning further separate compartments on both sides, 
said compartments comprising a path for a coin sliding on 
its ?at surfaces, apertures extending through said dia 
phragm and connecting compartments on one side with 
those of the other, the said compartments and said aper 
tures together comprising a two-sided labyrinthian course, 
one of said compartments comprising a terminus com 
partment for the storage of coins, said terminus com 
partment being provided at its connecting aperture with 
guard means for permitting additional coins to enter said 
terminus compartment while preventing the return of 
any of the stored coins back through said connecting 
aperture. 

2. The device of claim 1 in which a portion of said 
guard means continuously extends to and is in contact 
with the cover enclosing said terminus compartment, 
another portion of said guard means being of reduced 
height and being provided with a resilient ?ap whose 
lower horizontal edge is ?xed therewith, and whose upper 
horizontal edge is in contact with said cover, said ?ap 
adapted to ?exibly hinge about its ?xed edge from the 
force of a coin manipulated from the connecting aper 
ture against its upper horizontal edge to permit passage 
of said coin into said terminus compartment, the resil 
iency of said ?ap then causing it to return to its original 
position. 

3. The device of claim 2 wherein edges of said guard 
means comprise vertical abutments restraining the verti 
cal edges of said ?ap from any inward motion relative 
to the said connecting aperture, thus preventing a stored 
coin from re-entering the said connecting aperture. 

4. The device of claim 1,\in which some of said par 
titions are peripheral and are provided with clip means 
adapted to releasably engage the edges of said covers, 
so as to retain the covers in assembled position during 
operation and handling of the device. 

5. The device of claim 4 in which said clip means are 
integral extensions of the said peripheral partitions and 
are disposed to bend outwardly from sut?cient upward 
‘or downward pressure by said covers to effect placement 
and removal of said covers, thus facilitating repeated 
manual placement and removal of the covers, as set 
forth. 

6. The device of claim 4 in which a second storage 
compartment is provided which is not connected by any 
of said apertures to any of the other said compartments, 
said second storage compartment being provided with 
an exterior aperture for the introduction of folded bills 
or coins. 

7. The device of claim 6 in which said exterior aper 
ture is de?ned by an upper edge of one of said periph 
eral partitions and the corresponding peripheral edge of 
the enclosing cover, said exterior aperture further being 
provided with guard means which permits deposit of addi 
tional coins or bills into said second storage compartment 
while preventing accidental loss of coins or bills already 
thus stored. 

8. The device of claim 7 wherein said guard means of 
said second storage compartment comprises a resilient 
?ap whose lower edge is retained in a longitudinal groove 
provided in the upper edge of said peripheral partition, 
and whose upper edge is biased inwardly by the said en 
closing cover. 
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9. The device of claim 1 in which at least one of said 
covers is provided with at least one superimposed opaque 
area, thereby enhancing the interest in and the difficulty 
of the solution. 
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