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PICTURE HANGER FOR USE IN COMBINATION 

WITH FRAMED PICTURE ASSEMBLY 
Stanley M. Corn?eld, Spring?eld, N.J., assignor, by mesne 

assignments, to Reliable Manufacturing Company, 
Newark, N.J., a corporation of New Jersey 

Filed July 23, 1963, Ser. No. 296,970 
7 Claims. (Cl. 40-1521) 

This invention relates generally to picture frame assem 
blies and is particularly concerned with a new so-called 
“picture hanger” adapted to be used with a framed pic 
ture to support the picture and its frame in position as, 
for example, on a wall having a nail or other hook pro 
jecting therefrom. 

Various types of picture supports of widely diverse 
form have previously been suggested. For example, there 
is the conventional type of support which includes a pair 
of eyes or other hooks ai?xed to opposite sides of the 
picture frame and having a wire extending therebetween 
whereby the wire can be draped over a wall hook or the 
like. In contrast, there has been prior suggestions as to 
the use of an apertured tab that can be ?xed at the verti 
cal center of the frame so that a wall hook or the like 
can be passed through the aperture in the tab. Between 
the extremes presented by these exemplary types of prior 
picture hanger constructions, there exist a multitude of 
other hanger assemblies. 

Although each of the assemblies previously suggested 
may prove satisfactory in operation, and although each of 
the prior assemblies may have some advantage under 
particular conditions, all of the prior assemblies are in 
herently subject to certain disadvantages. The disadvan 
tages vary from construction to construction, but there 
are two primary disadvantages that are particularly sig 
ni?cant. 
The ?rst disadvantage concerns the assembly problem. 

With an apertured tab or the like, it is essential that the 
same be positioned very accurately so that the picture 
will hang “straight” when supported on a wall. The 
positioning of the hanger, in this instance, becomes criti 
cal and normally the manufacturer is required to place 
the apertured tab .on the frame prior to shipment. 
With the use of eyes on opposite sides of the frame, 

and a wire extending therebetween, the manufacturer may 
or may not complete the assembly. If not, the ultimate 
user, if supplied with the component parts, faces a manip 
ulation problem, and if so, the manufacturer faces a time 
consuming assembly operation. 

Aside from problems of the above prescribed type, 
there is usually some projection from the framed picture 
assembly itself with the prior art hanger constructions. 
For example, with the exemplary type of units consid 
ered above, the head of the nail or brad securing the aper 
tured tab in place, and the tab itself, project from the 
picture, and/ or the eyes or hooks on opposite sides of the 
frame supporting the hanging wire project from the pic 
ture. Because of such projections, the pictures cannot 
easily be handled in stacked relation to one another with 
out marring a ?nished surface of one of the framed pic 
ture units. 
The preceding discussion, While not intended to be 

complete in all respects, should indicate certain impor-v 
tant latent disadvantages in prior picture hanger units 
i.e., underlying assembly problems, and underlying han 
dling problems. 
The present invention has as its primary object the pro 

vision of a picture hanger unit which is not subject to 
the aforesaid defects, namely, the provision of a picture 
hanger unit which can be easily attached to the frame 
during the normal picture framing operations, and which 
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will not mar ?nished surfaces of adjacent pictures when 
the pictures are being handled by a distributor, a re 
tailer, or the like. 

Further, it is a primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide an improved picture hanger for use in 
combination with a picture and frame therefor, which 
picture hanger is of simple and inexpensive construction, 
and which picture hanger can be secured in desired posi 
tion on the picture frame by the same means utilized to 
maintain the picture within the frame. 

Additionally, and of equal importance, a primary object 
of the present invention is to provide such a picture hanger 
which basically can be formed from a semi-rigid plastic of 
sufficient flexibility that it will not mar ?nished surfaces 
placed thereadjacent. More generally, in this speci?c 
regard, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
a picture hanger which aside from flat plastic surfaces 
thereof, presents no protrusions or projections which 
would mark adjacent ?nished surfaces when a picture 
carrying the hanger hereof is disposed in stacked rela 
tion to other pictures. 

Still further, yet more speci?c, but signi?cant objects 
of the present invention include the following: (a) the 
provision of a picture hanger conforming with the preced 
ing objects wherein the hanger includes a portion disposed 
within the conventional rearwardly facing recess extend 
ing about the picture area of the frame, which portion 
of the hanger is so disposed as to give maximum vertical 
support to the framed picture assembly; (b) the provi 
sion of such a picture hanger, which by virtue of its con 
struction, is adapted to support the framed picture assem 
bly on a projection from a vertical surface, such as, for 
example, the end of a nail ?xed within such surface and 
projecting in sloped relation therefrom; (c) the provision 
of such a picture hanger unit which includes means there 
on for centering the picture as ?xed on a vertical surface 
whereby the picture hanger need not be ?xed in an ex 
tremely critical position with respect to the picture frame; 
(d) the provision of such a picture hanger which can be 
secured to the picture frame by means of staples or other 
securing pins whereby the staples or other securing pins 
?xing the hanger to the picture frame additionally serve 
to maintain the picture Within the ‘rearwardly facing pic 
ture receiving recess of the frame; and, (e) the provision 
of such a picture hanger which can be formed from exist 
ent materials and very inexpensively so as to be avail 
able for commercial use in the picture frame industry. 
The invention resides in the combination construction 

arrangement and form of the picture hanger itself, and 
in the combination thereof with a framed picture unit. 

It should be here understood that the term “picture” as 
used herein is intended to be generic to various forms of 
display. Accordingly, a picture may comprise a conven 
tional scene, a portrait, or the like, or alternatively, con 
sistent with the de?nition of “picture” as used herein, 
the same may comprise a sign or other display. Simi 
larly, the term “picture frame” is generic to a frame 
used to enclose a picture, whether the same be in the 
form of a scene, a portrait or the like, or in the form of 
a display such as, for example, a sign. 
The invention will be better understood, and objects 

other than those speci?cally set forth above will become 
apparent, when consideration is given to the following de 
tailed description. Such description refers to the annexed 
drawings presenting a preferred and illustrative embodi 
ment hereof. In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of the rear of a picture frame 

assembly embodying the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a fragmental sectional view, on an en 

larged scale from FIGURE 1, but taken on the line 2-2 
of FIGURE 1 and showing the detailed disposition and 
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cooperation between the picture hanger hereof and the 
frame components associated therewith; and 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view, again on an enlarged 

scale from FIGURE 1, of a picture hanger body con 
structed in accordance with the present invention. 

Referring more speci?cally to FIGURE 1, there is 
shown therein a picture frame assembly generally des 
ignated by the numeral 2 and including a picture frame 
4, a picture 6 disposed within the frame 4, a picture hang 
er 8 cooperating with the frame, and a plurality of fasten 
ing means 10 which secure the picture 6 within the frame, 
and some of which fastening means, serve to also secure 
the hanger 8 to the frame. The picture frame, as con 
ventional, and as best shown in FIGURE 2, has a pic 
ture opening 12 therein. A rabbet recess 14 in the frame 
4 extends entirely about the opening 12 and faces rear 
wardly therefrom so as to receive the picture 6 therein. 
The recess 14 has a ?rst wall 16 disposed perpendicular 

to the plane of the opening 12, and a second wall 18 ex 
tending from the ?rst wall 16 to the opening 12. The 
second wall 18 is disposed in the plane of the opening 12, 
and the ?rst Wall 16 is spaced from such opening by the 
width of the second wall 18. The walls 16 and 18, ac 
cordingly, form a conventional L-shaped rearwardly fac 
ing and rearwardly opening rabbet recess. 

It will be understood that the walls 16 and 18 exist 
along the top edge of the picture opening 12 as shown in 
FIGURE 2, as well as along the side and bottom edges 
thereof. Accordingly, the recess 14 is adapted to receive 
the picture 6, which as shown, comprises a single ply of 
material, such as cardboard or the like. Nothwithstand 
ing the showing in the drawing, however, the picture 6 
may be of a thinner material having a peripheral sup 
port, or in place of the picture 6, a picture means includ 
ing the picture itself and a front support, such as a piece 
of glass, can be used. The important point to understand 
in this regard is that some picture means, such as the 
picture 6, ?ts within the rabbet recess 14 of the frame 
so that the picture is displayed through the picture open 
ing 12 of the frame during normal use. 
, The provision of a picture frame having a picture open 
ing and a rabbet recess, asdescn'bed, is conventional, and 
moreover,-as also conventional, the rearwardly extending 
wall of the recess, i.e., the wall 16, is deeper than the 
picture means so that such wall extends rearwardly be 
yond the rear face of the picture means. In other words, 
it is conventional to provide a picture frame such as de 
scribed above having a rabbet recess therein adapted to 
receive a picture therein, and it is further conventional to 
have the recess deeper than the picture itself so that the 
upstanding Wall of the recess extends behind the rear 
face of ‘the picture. The invention does not reside in 
this construction, but instead resides in the picture hanger 
itself, and in the combination of the picture hanger with 
a frame such as described above. 
The picture hanger 8 which forms parts of the overall 

assembly 2, and adapts the same to be supported on a 
nail ,or the like (not shown) extending from a wall, com 
prises an L-shaped body 30 formed of a semi-rigid plastic. 
More particularly, and by way of preferred example, the 
L-shaped body 30 can be formed of rigid polyvinyl chlo 
ride, rigid polystyrene (high impact) or high density 
polyethylene. These plastics are particularly suitable in 
that they possess the strength requirements necessary 
to the invention, and in that they permit a fastening of 
the picture hanger to the picture frame in accordance 
with the invention as described more fully below. 
The L-shaped body 30 which provides the picture 

hanger comprises an upstanding ?at plate portion 32 and 
a ?ange portion 34 which projects perpendicularly from 
the base edge 36 of the plate portion 32. The plate por 
tion 32 has an opening 38 therein for receiving a support 
projecting therethrough. The plate portion 32 and ?ange 
portion 34 are integrally formed as a single piece, and the 
?ange portion 34 is preferably coextensive in length with 
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4 
the plate portion 32, but of less width than the plate por 
tion. The opening 38 in the plate portion 32 has one edge 
part or portion 39 disposed longitudinally centrally of 
the plate portion 32 and parallel to the base elongated 
edge 36 thereof. The edge portion 39 of the opening 
38 has a sawtooth con?guration therealong so as to per 
mit centering of the ultimate framed picture assembly on 
a nail or the like projecting from a support surface. 
As shown best in FIGURE 2, the ?ange portion 34 of 

the hanger is disposed in underlying abutting contact to 
the ?rst wall 16 of the recess 14. Of course, as indicated 
by FIGURE 1, the ?ange portion 34 does not extend en 
tirely under the wall 16, but instead extends under the 
central portion thereof. 
The plate portion 32 of the hanger, as also shown in 

FIGURE 2, abuts against the rear edge portion 40 of the 
rame. The rear edge portion 40 comprises a convention 

al rear planar lip which extends about the outer periphery 
of the recess 14. Here again, the plate portion 32 of the. 
body 30 only abuts against the central portion of the 
planar lip 49 which is adjacent that portion of the wall 
16 against which the ?ange 34 is in abutting engagement. 
It will be noted from FIGURE 2 that the depth of the 

wall 16, or of the recess 14, is at least as great as the depth 
of the ?ange portion 34. It may be convenient, in cer 
tain instances, to make the ?ange 34 of slightly less width 
than the depth of the wall 16, but the important point to 
here understand is that the ?ange 34 ?ts entirely within 
the recess 14 in underlying abutting engagement with 
the wall 16 thereof so that the plate portion 32 abuts 
against the rear of the picture frame, regardless of its 
con?guration-i.e., whether it has a lip 40, or other rear 
surface. 
With the picture 6 disposed within the recess 14 of 

the frame 4 as described above, and with the hanger 8 
positioned on the frame with the ?ange 34 in the position 
shown in FIGURE 1, the assembly is ready for the ?nal 
securing operation. To this end, the fastening means 10 
are used. Preferably, such fastening means comprise 
staples 60. Each of the staples has a pair of spaced par 
allel legs 62 and 64 connected by a head member 66. 
As shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, the staples 60 are dis-' 

posed parallel to the wall 18 of the recess 14 with the 
base portions of the legs thereof ?xed in the frame 
through the ?rst wall 16 (FIGURE 2). 
The base portion 62a of the leg 62, as indicated by the 

phantom lines in FIGURE 2, extends within the frame 
and through the Wall 16 of the recess 14 therein. Simi 
larly, the opposite leg of the staple there shown would 
extend into the frame. Moreover, additional staples 
would be secured in position in the same manner. 
Although the base portions of the legs of each of the 

staples are ?xed within the frame and through the wall 
16 of the recess 14, the opposite ends, i.e., the end por 
tions of each staple adjacent the head member 66 there 
of, extend inwardly of the wall 16 with the head mem 
ber and adjacent portions of the legs 62 and 64 of each 
staple engaging the rear face of the picture 6 to main 
tain the picture within the recess 14. By reference to 
FIGURE 2, it will be noted that the head portion 66 and 
top portion of the leg 62 is shown in engagement with 
the rear face of the picture 6. When all of the staples 
60 are disposed about the recess, as shown in FIGURE 
1, then the staples cumulatively serve to support the pic 
ture 6 in its desired position within the frame 4. 
The same staples which are, used to support the picture 

in the recess, and which are disposed in the area of the 
hanger 8, serve to support the hanger 8 in its position. 
As shown in FIGURE 1, at least two of the staples 66 
have legs thereof passing through the ?ange portion 34 
of the hanger 8. The ?ange portion of the hanger tight 
ly frictionally engages the legs of the staples passing 
therethrough so that the staples secure the hanger to the 
frame. The staples project beyond the ?ange and thus 
engage the rear face of the picture to maintain the pic 
ture in the picture receiving recess of the frame. 
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‘ iConsisten't with the above, it will be noted from FIG 
URE 3 that the ?ange 34 of the hanger, as formed, is 
free of any apertures or any openings therein. Yet, by 
virtue of the material from which the hanger body 30 
is ‘formed, and by virtue of the thickness of such body, 
preferably between .015 and .030 inch, a staple or staples 
can be passed therethrough under normal staple-driving 
pressure. Thus, when the parts are assembled without 
the staples, and as described above, the same operation 
which secures the picture in place, namely, passing the 
staples into the upstanding side wall 16 of the recess, 
serves to secure the hanger in place since at least two 
of the staples are passed through the ?ange portion 34 
of the hanger. The material of the ?ange portion at 
least, and with the integral formation of the overall body 
of the hanger, is such that when the staples are passed 
therethrough under pressure, the material serves to tight 
ly grip the staples thereby ?xing the hanger in place. 
While staples have been described above, and while 

staples are preferably used, any form of pin member can 
be incorporated in place of the staples so long as a plu 
rality of pin members are spaced about the side or pe 
ripheral wall 16 of the recess so as to support the picture 
therein, and so long as at least a pair of the pin mem_ 
bers pass through the ?ange 34 of the hanger in spaced 
relation to one another to properly secure the same in 
position. 

While the basic construction of the invention has been 
described above in detail, there are certain additional 
factors deserving of consideration. First of all, it is to 
be noted that the plate member 32 extends vertically up 
ward behind the picture frame, or at the rearmost face 
thereof. Accordingly, when a nail or other hook (not 
shown) is passed through the opening 38 in the plate 
portion 32 of the hanger, the picture frame is disposed 
with its rearmost portion adjacent the supporting surface 
or wall, thereby eliminating the normal tilting which oc 
curs, for example, with the conventional use of spaced 
eyes and a wire extending therebetween. Of course, the 
picture frame 4 has been shown as having an inwardly 
sloped outer rear surface, and while this construction 
facilitates the use of a nail of any length on the wall to 
support the picture assembly, a ?at or differently shaped 
rear surface frame can be used herewith without depart 
ing from the scope and spirit of the invention. 

Another important factor resides in the ability to use 
a semi-rigid plastic material, preferably of the types listed 
above. Such materials, while generally rigid and provid 
ing su?icient support strength, can be ?exed, and by com 
parison with metals, are quite soft. Accordingly, when 
a hanger is formed in accordance herewith, the material 
thereof does not mar ?nished surfaces coming in contact 
therewith in the same manner as would be experienced 
if metals were used, or if some projection from the as 
sembly were to exist. In this latter regard, it should be 
appreciated that the fastening means for the hanger, 
namely the staples or pin members are within the picture 
receiving recess. Here again, any tendency of the assem 
bly to mar adjacent ?nished surfaces is eliminated. 
Thus, the assembly ?nds particular utility not only in sup 
porting a picture, but in permitting the handling of pic 
tures in stacked relation to one another for display pur 
poses, or the like. 
One further particularly important point resides in the 

fact that the ?ange 34 is disposed horizontally in normal 
use and supports an overlying ?at surface, namely, the 
peripheral wall 16 of the recess 14. The vertical sup 
port, which exists by virtue of the elongated construction 
of the hanger 8 engaging a substantial portion of the pe 
ripheral wall 16 of the recess 14, eliminates the tendency 
of the hanger to pull loose from the frame. In fact, this 
aspect of the invention readily permits the use of staples 
or pin members which are free of any lateral projections 
thereon in the area of the ?ange portion—i.e., the legs 
of the staples or pin members are gripped by the material 
as passed therethrough, so as to support the hanger on 
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6 
the frame without requiring the engagement of nail heads 
‘or the like with the ?ange of the hanger. 

After reading the foregoing detailed description of the 
villustrative and preferred embodiment of the present in 
vention, it should be apparent that the objects set forth 
at the outset of the present speci?cation have been suc 
cessfully achieved. 

Accordingly, what I claim is: 
1. In combination with a picture assembly including 

a picture and a picture frame, wherein said frame has a 
picture opening and an open rearwardly facing picture 
receiving recess disposed about said picture opening and 
having a peripheral wall extending about said picture, the 
improvement comprising: a picture hanger having an up 
standing ?at plate portion and a ?ange portion adapted 
to project perpendicularly from a base edge of said plate 
portion, said ?ange portion being disposed in underlying 
abutting contact with said peripheral wall of said recess, 
and elongated fastening means including pin members 
extending through said ?ange portion and into said frame 
through said peripheral wall, said pin members projecting 
inwardly from said peripheral wall and beyond said 
?ange portion, said pin members extending parallel to 
said opening and behind said picture to secure said pic 
ture within said recess under said pin members, said 
?ange portion tightly frictionally engaging the sides of 
said pin members passing therethrough to secure said 
?ange and thereby said hanger to said frame with said 
plate portion disposed at the rear of said frame. 

2. The combination de?ned in claim 1, wherein said 
pin members are free of lateral projections thereon at 
least on the portions thereof engaging said ?ange portion 
of said hanger. 

3. The combination de?ned in claim 1 wherein said 
plate portion of said hanger and said ?ange portion 
thereof are integrally formed as a single elongated body, 
and wherein said plate portion has an opening therein 
with one edge portion of said opening in said plate portion 
being disposed longitudinally centrally of said body and 
parallel to said base edge of said plate portion, said one 
edge portion of said opening in said plate portion hav 
ing a saw-tooth con?guration therealong. 

4. A picture frame assembly comprising: 
(a) a picture frame having a picture opening therein; 
(b) a rabbet recess in said frame extending entirely 

about said opening and facing rearwardly there 
from; 

(c) said recess having a ?rst wall disposed perpendic 
ular to the plane of said opening, said ?rst wall bei'?g 
spaced from said opening; 

(d) said recess having a second wall extending from 
said ?rst wall to said opening, said second wall being 
disposed in the plane of said opening; 

(e) a picture means disposed in said recess with the 
forward face thereof abutting said second wall; 

(f) said second wall being deeper than said picture 
means whereby said second wall extends rearwardly 
beyond the rear face of said picture means; 

(g) a picture hanger comprising an L-shaped body hav 
ing an upstanding ?at plate portion and a ?ange por 
tion projecting perpendicularly from a base edge of 
said plate portion; 

(h) said plate portion having an opening therein for 
receiving a support projecting therethrough; 

(i) said ?ange portion of said hanger being disposed in 
underlying abutting contact to one portion of said 
?rst wall of said recess; 

(j) the depth of said ?rst wall of said recess being at 
least as great as the depth of said ?ange portion; 

(k) said plate portion exteriorly abutting the rear of 
said frame adjacent said one portion of said ?rst 
wall; and 

(l) a plurality of staples securing said ?ange portion of 
said hanger to said one portion of said ?rst wall and 
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the forward face of said picture in abutment with 
said second wall; 

(m) each of said staples having a pair of spaced paral 
lel legs connected by a head member; 

(11) said staples being disposed parallel to said second 
wall of said recess with the base portions of the 
legs thereof ?xed in said frame through said ?rst 
wall; 

(0) said staples extending inwardly of said ?rst wall 
with the head member and adjacent portions of said 
legs engaging the rear face of said picture to main 
tain said picture in said recess; 

(p) at least two of said staples having the legs thereof 
passing through said ?ange portion of said hanger; 

(q) said ?ange portion of said hanger tightly friction 
ally engaging the legs of said at least two staples 
passing therethrough whereby said at least two staples 
secure said hanger to said frame and also engage the 
rear face of said picture to maintain said picture in 
said recess. 

5. A picture frame assembly as de?ned in claim 4 
wherein said plate portion and said ?ange portion are inte 
grally formed with one another; and wherein the thick 
ness of said ?ange portion adapts said ?ange portion to 
pass the legs of said staples therethrough under pressure 
and to tightly frictionally grip said legs as passed there 
through. 

6. A picture frame assembly as de?ned in claim 5 
wherein said ?ange portion is coextensive in length with 
said plate portion but of less width than said plate por 
tion, and wherein said opening in said plate portion has 
one edge portion disposed longitudinally centrally of said 
plate portion and parallel to said base edge of said plate 
portion, said oneedge portion of said opening in said 
plate portion having a saw-tooth con?guration there 
along. 

7. A picture hanger comprising: 
a body having an elongated plate portion with elon 

gated spaced apart generally parallel upper and low 
er edges and with spaced apart generally parallel 
side edges extending between said upper and lower 
edges; 

said body having a ?ange portion integrally appended 
to said plate portion along the lower edge thereof; 
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said ?ange portion having spaced substantially‘ parallel 

top and bottom edges, with said top edge being con 
nected to said plate portion lower edge and being 
coextensive therewith; 

said plate portion having a perpendicular distance be 
- tween its upper and lower edges in excess of the per 
pendicular distance between said ?ange portion top 
and bottom edges; 

said plate portion having an elongated opening therein 
disposed centrally between said side edges; 

said elongated opening including a lower boundary 
edge disposed nearest to said lower edge and an 
upper boundary edge disposed nearest to said up 
per edge; 

said lower boundary edge being a continuous linear 
edge in generally parallel relationship to said upper 
and lower edges; 

said upper boundary edge having a saw-tooth con?gura 
tion extending therealong; 

said body being fabricated of a non-metallic material 
which can be readily penetrated by a wire pin in 
serted therein under pressure; 

said hanger being con?gurated, in use, in a generally 
L-shaped con?guration, with said ?ange portion being 
disposed substantially perpendicularly to said plate 
portion, whereby wire pin means can be inserted 
through said ?ange portion to attach said picture 
hanger to a picture while said elongated opening can 
receive an element projecting from a wall, and thus 
when said saw tooth edge abuts upon said element. 
said picture hanger supports said picture. 
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