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10 Claims. (Cl. 273-55) 

This invention relates to football practice apparatus for 
teaching, training, and developing football players in the 
art of line charging, blocking, and like maneuvers. More 
particularly, the invention relates to an improved football 
practice apparatus of the type described, which is es 
pecially suited for indoor use. 
The apparatus of the present invention is especially 

designed for indoor use in a gymnasium or the like to 
supplement comparable outdoor equipment when weather 
conditions preclude outdoor activity. The present ap~ 
paratus is designed to be supported against a wall of a 
gymnasium, for example, and is constructed to yield to 
and resist the blocking and charging movements of a 
football player when in the set-up or operative position, 
and when not in use, can be collapsed and positioned 
against the wall so that it is out of the way and does not 
interfere with other activities which may be conducted in 
the gymnasium or room where the apparatus may be 
located. 

These and other objectives of the invention, and the 
various details of construction and operation thereof are 
hereinafter more fully set forth and described with refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of ‘a football practice ap 
paratus embodying the present invention in the set-up 
position; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the apparatus in the set-up 
position, the collapsed position thereof being indicated 
in broken lines; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the apparatus in 
the set-up position thereof; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view on 

line 4-4. of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view on 

line 5-5 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a front elevational view of the apparatus when 

collapsed; 
FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 

showing certain structural details of the apparatus; 
FIG. 8 is a side elevational view showing a modi?ca 

tion of the apparatus illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 6 of the 
drawings; 

FIG. 9 is a sectional view on line 9—9 of FIG. 8, and 
FIG. 10 is an enlarged fragmentary view partly in sec 

tion illustrating certain structural details of the modi?ca 
tion shown in FIG. 8. 

Referring noW to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows one em 
bodiment of a football practice apparatus made in ac 
cordance with the present invention. The apparatus com 
prises an elongated base member 10, which may be of 
channel cross section pivotally connected at its inner end 
to an anchor member 11 which extends along the build 
ing wall 12 at the bottom thereof and is bolted to the floor 
13. The base member 10 is adapted to rest upon the 
?oor 13, and in the set-up position of the apparatus ex 
tends outwardly from the anchor member 11, substan 
tially at right angles to the wall 12 as shown in FIGS. 1 
and 2. 
As shown in FIG. 7, the base 10 is pivotally connected 

to the anchor member 11 by a pair of pins or dowels 14, 
14a which are removably engaged, respectively, through 
aligned pairs of sleeves 15, 15a and 16, 164, the sleeves 
15 and 16 being secured at the inner end corners of the 
base 10 and the sleeves 15a and 16a being secured to the 
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anchor member 11 so that in the set-up position of the 
apparatus the sleeves 15 and 16 are disposed in co-axial 
alignment with the sleeves 15a and 16a. 
A padded dummy 17 which is engaged by a player using 

the apparatus is carried by a vertically-extending, for 
wardly-bowed leaf spring 18 which has its opposite ends 
pivotally connected, respectively, to lower and upper sup 
port members 19 and 20. The lower support member 19 
overlies the base member 10 and has its inner end per 
manently connected thereto. The member 19 is of angu 
lar con?guration as best shown in FIG. 1, and has a gen 
erally horizontal forward portion bolted to the apex of 
an inverted V-shaped spring 21 and extending outwardly 
through an inverted U-bolt 22 which serves to limit up 
ward movement of said member 19. The upper support 
member 20 extends angularly upward and outwardly 
from the base member 10 to which it is permanently se 
cured adjacent the inner end thereof. The lower and 
upper support members 19 and 20 are reinforced and 
braced by a vertically-extending strut 23 which spans the 
space between said supporting members and has its oppo 
site ends permanently connected thereto, and by a strap 
member 24 which is bolted to and extends between the 
strut 23 and the upper support member 20, for example, 
as shown in the drawings. 
The padded dummy 17 and its supporting members are 

braced against lateral movement by lateral brace mem 
bers 25 and 25a which extend angularly upward from the 
anchor member 11 in convergent relation, and engage 
the upper supporting member 20 at opposite sides thereof. 
The lower ends of the brace members 25 and 25a are 
hingedly connected to the anchor member 11 adjacent its 
opposite ends as indicated at 26 and 26a respectively, and 
the upper ends of said brace members are permanently 
connected by a bridge piece 27 (see FIG. 5) in predeter 
mined spaced relation so as to receive between them the 
upper supporting member 20, as shown. The brace mem 
bers 25 and 25a are detachably connected to the upper 
supporting member 20 by means of a pin or dowel 28 
which is removeably engaged through aligned sleeve mem 
bers 29 and 29a secured respectively to the supporting 
member 20 and brace members 25 and 25a. 
The apparatus may be further supported and braced 

against frontal impact by an angularly declining member 
30. The member 30 has its upper end hingedly connected 
to the building wall 12 as shown at 31, and has its lower 
end detachably connected to the supporting member 20 
by a pin or dowel 32 removably engaged through aligned 
sleeves 33 and 33a secured respectively to said member 
30 and to a plate 34 secured to the rearward face of said 
upper supporting member 20. 

In the set-up position shown, for example, in FIG. 1 of 
the drawings, the apparatus is used for football practice 
by a player charging or blocking against the padded 
dummy 17 in a manner well known to the art, and the 
impact and force of the player’s charge or block is ab 
sorbed by the spring 18 and associated supporting struc 
ture. 
When the apparatus is not in use, and it is desired to 

store it out of the way against the wall 12, this may be 
readily accomplished by reason of the novel construction 
and arrangement described above. To do this, the pin 28 
is removed from the sleeves 29, 29a and the brace mem 
bers 25, 25a swung inwardly against the wall 12. The 
pin 32 is then removed from the sleeves 33, 33a, and the 
member 30 is swung downwardly in overlying relation 
with the bridge piece 27 and between the spaced upper 
ends of the brace members 25, 25a, thereby holding the 
latter against the wall 12. The members are maintained 
in this position, as shown in FIG. 6, by inserting the pin 
28 in the aligned sleeve portions 29a of the brace mem 
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bers 25, 25a. One of the pins 14, 14a for example the 
pin ll? connecting the base ill to the anchor member ll 
is now removed, and the base it} and structure supported 
thereby are pivoted laterally about the other pin 14a 
to a position close to the Wall 12, for example, as shown 
in brolten lines in FIG. 2 (see also PEG. 6). The reverse 
procedure may be employed to re-assemble the appa 
ratus in the set-up position for use. 

FEES. 8 to 10 show a modi?cation of the apparatus of 

carts are the same except that the rigid support mem~ 
is replaced by an extensible resilient support 315, 

and the anchor member 11 is spring mounted With re 
spect to the Wall 12. The extensible support member 
35’ comprises a tubular portion pivotally ecured to 
the wall at one end having a shaft slidably mounted 
therein which projects from its outer end. A compres 
sion spring All is mounted on the shaft intermediate a 
shoulder :22 on the outer end of the tubular portion 3?, 
and a collar adjustably mounted on the shaft. As 
shown in FIG. 9, a pair of outwardly bowed leaf springs 
37 are disposed intermediate the anchor member El and 
the Wall 12 adjacent outer ends of the anchor member 
ll. The leaf springs 37 are maintained in this position 
by a pair of bolts 38 extending from the wall 12 through 
aligned openings £26 in the springs and anchor mem 
her, and nuts secn ed to the outer ends of the bolts. 
This construction provides for greater resiliency of the 
apparatus upon impact of the dummy 1‘? by a player. 

While particular embodiments of the present invention 
have been illustrated and described herein, it is to be 
understood that changes and modi?cations may be incor 
porated within the scope of the following claims: 

1 claim: 
1. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 

against tl e Wall of a gymnasium or the like comprising a 
base member, an anchor member for mounting at the 
base of the Wall, means pivotally connecting said base 
member to said anchor member and selectively operable 
to position the base member in a set-up position sub 
stantially perpendicular to the Wall and an inoperative 
position substantially parallel to the Wall, a dummy-sup 
porting structure mounted on said base member includ 
ing a supporting member secured to the base to extend 
outwardly from the Wall in said set-up position of the 
base member, pivotally mounted lateral brace members 
electively movable between a position engaging the sup 
orting member at opposite sides thereof in said set-up 

position to brace the supporting structure against lateral 
movement and a position disposed against the wall in 
said inoperative position, means detachably connecting 
said brace members to said supporting member in said 
et-up position, a frontal impact brace member, means 
for pivotally mounting said member adjacent the well, 
said frontal impact brace member selectively positionable 
to engage said support member in said set-up position 
and to be disposed against the wall in said inoperative 
position, and means selectively operable to detachably 
connect said frontal brace member to said supporting 
member in said set-up position and to secure said frontal 
brace member to the lateral brace members thereby re 
taining the latter against the Wall in said inoperative 
position. 

2. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
against the side Wall of a gymnasium or the like compris 
ing a base member, an anchor member for mounting at 
the base of the side Wall, means connecting one end of 
said base member to said anchor member for pivotal 
movement of said base member about a vertical axis, 
said base member adapted to be disposed in a set-up posi 
tion substantially perpendicular to the side Wall and 
adapted to be pivoted relative to the anchor member to 
an inoperative position against the side Wall wherein the 
base member and anchor member are disposed in a com 
mon plane substantially parallel to one another, a 
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dummy-supporting structure mounted on said base mem 
ber including a supporting member secured to the base 
to extend outwardly from the Wall in the set-up position 
of the base member, a frontal impact brace member, 
means for pivotally mounting said frontal impact brace 
member adjacent the Wall, said frontal impact brace mem 
i351‘ selectively positionable to engage said support mem 
her in said set-up position, said frontal impact brace mem 

‘ adapted to be disengaged from said dummy-support 
structure pivoted about a horizontal axis up 

ag ' st the side wall whereby said base member and as 
sociated dummy~supporting structure may be pivoted 
about said vertical axis relative to the anchor member 
to said inoperative position. 

3. Football practice apparatus as claimed in claim 2 
wherein the frontal impact brace member comprises a 
pair of axially telescoping members and spring means 
acting therebetiveen and operating normally to extend 
said telescoping members. 

'5 Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
av‘ nst the side wall of a gymnasium or the like com 
pri ng a base member, an anchor member for mounting 
at the base of the side Wall, a dummy-supporting struc 
ture mounted on said base member, and means connect 
ing one end of said base member to said anchor member 
for pivotal movement of said base member about a ver 
tical axis, said base member and associated dummy-sup 
porting structure adapted to be disposed in a set-up posi 
tion substantially perpendicular to the side Wall and at 
least one pivotally mounted brace member adapted to en 
gage the dummy-supporting structure in said set-up posi 
tion, said brace member adapted to be disengaged from 
said dummy-supporting structure and pivoted about a 
horizontal axis up against the side Wall whereby said 
base member and associated dummy-supporting struc 
ture may be pivoted about said vertical axis relative to 
the anchor member to an inoperative position against the 
side wall wherein the base member and anchor member 
are disposed in a common plane substantially parallel to 
one another. 

5. 1Football practice apparatus as claimed in claim 4. 
including spring means and means for disposing said 
spring means between the anchor member and Wall to 
resiliently support said anchor member with respect to 
said Wall. 

s. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
against the side Wall of a gymnasium or the like, compris 
ing a base member, an anchor for mounting at the base 
of the side Wall, means connecting one end of the base 
member to said anchor member for pivotal movement of 
said base member about a vertical axis, said base member 
adapted to be disposed in a set-up position substantially 
perpendicular to the side Wall and adapted to be pivoted 
relative to the anchor member to an inoperative position 
against the side wall wherein the base member and anchor 
member are disposed in a common plane substantially 
p rallel to one another, a dummy~supporting structure 
mounted on said base member including a supporting 
member secured to the base to extend outwardly of the 
side wall in said set-up position of the base member, and 
lateral brace members pivotally mounted and adapted to 
engage the supporting member in said set-up position to 
brace the supporting structure against lateral movement, 
said lateral brace members adapted to be disengaged from 
said dummy-supporting structure and pivoted about a 
horizontal axis up against the side Wall whereby said base 
member and associated dummy-supporting structure may 
be pivoted about said vertical axis relative to the anchor 
member to said inoperative position. 

'7. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
against the Wall or“ a gymnasium or the like, comprising 
a base member, an anchor member for mounting at the 
base of the Wall, means connecting said base member 
to said anchor member for pivotal movement about a ver 
tical axis selectively operable to position the base 
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member in a set-up position substantially perpendicular 
to the wall and an inoperative position against the wall 
wherein the base member and anchor member are dis 
posed in a common plane substantially parallel to one 
another, a dummy-supporting structure mounted on said 
base member including a supporting member secured to 
the base to extend outwardly from the wall in said set up 
position of the base member, pivotally mounted lateral 
brace members selectively movable into a position engag 
ing the supporting structure in said set-up position to 
brace the supporting structure against lateral movement, 
and means for detachably connecting said brace members 
to said supporting structure in said set-up position, said 
lateral brace members adapted to be disengaged from said 
dummy-supporting structure and pivoted about a horizon 
tal axis up against the side wall ‘whereby said base mem 
ber and associated dummy-supporting structure may be 
pivoted about said vertical axis relative to the anchor 
member to said inoperative position. 

8. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
against the side wall of a gymnasium or the like compris 
ing a base member, an anchor member for mounting at 
the base of the side wall, means connecting one end of 
said base member to said anchor member for pivotal 
movement of said base member about a vertical axis, said 
base member adapted to be disposed in a set-up position 
substantially perpendicular to the side wall and adapted to 
be pivoted relative to said anchor member to an inopera— 
tive position up against the wall wherein the base member 
and anchor member are disposed in a common plane sub 
stantially parallel to one another, a dummy-supporting 
structure mounted on said base member including a sup 
porting member secured to the base to extend outwardly 
from the side wall in said set-up position of the base mem 
ber, lateral brace members pivotally mounted and adapted 
to engage the supporting member at opposite sides there 
of in said set-up position to ‘brace the ‘supporting structure 
against lateral movement, a frontal impact brace member, 
and means for pivotally mounting said frontal impact 
brace member adjacent the side wall, said frontal impact 
brace member selectively positionable to engage said 
support member in the set-up position, said lateral brace 
members and said frontal impact brace member adapted 
to be disengaged from said dummy-supporting structure 
and pivoted about horizontal axes up against the side wall 
whereby said base member and associated dummy-sup 
porting structure may be pivoted about said vertical axis 
relative to the anchor member to said inoperative posi 
tion. 

9. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
against the wall of a gymnasium or the like comprising 
a base member, an anchor member for mounting at the 
base of the wall, means connecting said base member to 
said anchor member for pivotal movement about a ver 
tical axis and selectively operable to position the base 
member in a set-up position substantially perpendicular 
to the wall and an inoperative position up against the wall 
wherein the base member and anchor member are dis 
posed in a common plane substantially parallel to one 
another, a dummy-supporting structure mounted on said 
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base member including a supporting member secured to 
the base to extend outwardly from the wall in said set-up 
position of the base member, lateral brace members piv 
otally mounted and adapted to engage the supporting 
member at opposite sides thereof in said set-up position 
to brace the supporting structure against lateral move 
ment, a frontal impact brace member, means for piv 
otally mounting said frontal impact brace member ad 
jacent the Wall, ‘said frontal impact brace member being 
selectively positionable to engage said support member 
in the set-up position, said lateral brace members and said 
frontal impact brace member adapted to be disengaged 
from said dummy-supporting structure and pivoted about 
horizontal axes up against the side wall whereby said base 
member and associated dummy-supporting structure may 
be pivoted about said vertical axis relative to the anchor 
member to said inoperative position, and means selec 
tively operable to detachably connect said frontal brace 
member to said supporting member in said set-up position 
and to secure said frontal impact brace member to the 
lateral brace members in said inoperative position there 
by retaining the latter against the wall. 

10. Football practice apparatus for installation indoors 
against the wall of a gymnasium or the like comprising 
a base member, means for mounting said base member 
adjacent the base of the wall for pivotal movement about 
a vertical axis, said base member selectively positionable 
in a set-up position substantially perpendicular to the 
wall or an inoperative position against the wall wherein 
the base member is disposed in a plane substantially paral 
lel to the wall, a dummy-supporting structure mounted on 
said base member for selective positioning movement 
therewith, lateral brace members adapted to engage the 
dummy-supporting structure in said set-up position to 
brace the same against lateral movement, a frontal impact 
brace member, means for mounting the frontal impact 
brace member between the wall and said dummy-support 
ing structure in said set-up position, and means for de 
tachably connecting said lateral brace members and said 
frontal impact brace member to the dummy-supporting 
structure in said set-up position, said lateral brace mem 
bers and said frontal impact brace member adapted to be 
disengaged from said dummy-supporting structure and 
pivoted about horizontal axes up against the wall where 
by said base member and associated dummy-supporting 
structure may be pivoted about said vertical axis relative 
to the mounting means to said inoperative position. 
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