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3,218,036 
PICKET FENCE 

Stanley S. Kozub, W. Maple Ave., Rte. 2, 
Geneva, Ohio 

Filed Jan. 3, 1962, Ser. No. 164,004 
2 Claims. (Cl. 256-22) 

This invention relates to a novel and useful picket fence 
construction and more speci?cally to a picket fence con 
struction whose top and bottom horizontal rails and 
pickets may be formed of solid members or tubular mem 
bers and posts may be formed of tubular members and 
of any desired material such as aluminum. 
The picket fence construction of the instant invention 

has been primarily designed for erection by do-it-yourself 
enthusiasts and has features incorporated therein which 
will subsequently hereinafter become apparent which en 
able the supporting post members thereof to be leveled 
vertically relative to the fence sections disposed there 
between after the picket fence has been erected. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a picket 

fence construction which will be capable of being readily 
erected by unskilled persons. 
A further object of this invention, in accordance with 

the immediately preceding object, is to provide a picket 
fence construction provided with foot members for sup 
porting various suporting posts of the picket fence with 
the posts being constructed in a manner whereby the posts 
may be vertically adjusted to correspond to the adjacent 
horizontally disposed fence sections after the picket fence 
has been erected. 
A further object of this invention is to provide ‘a picket 

fence construction which may be readily erected with a 
minimum number of tools. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a picket 

fence construction having top and bottom rail members 
which each may be constructed of a plurality of end 
abutting rail sections and constructed in a manner where 
by the adjacent ends of rail sections may be clampingly 
secured together and about a post passing through the 
juncture of those rail sections. 
A ?nal object of this invention to be speci?cally enu 

merated herein is to provide a picket fence construction in 
accordance with the preceding objects which will conform 
to conventional forms of manufacture, be of simple con 
struction and easy to install so as to provide a device 
that will be economically feasible, long lasting and ca 
pable of being erected by unskilled workmen. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a 

picket fence constructed in accordance with the present 
invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 

tional view taken substantially upon the plane indicated 
by the section line 2-2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged top plan view of the portion 

of the picket fence construction in FIGURE 1 through 
which the plane indicated by the section line 2—2 passes; 
FIGURES 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 

tional view taken substantially upon the plane indicated 
by the section line 4—4 of FIGURE 3 but With the post 
shown in elevation; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary exploded perspective view 

of the assembly illustrated in FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec 

tional view taken substantially upon the plane indicated 
by the section line 8—8 of FIGURE 1. 
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Referring now more speci?cally to the drawings the 

numeral 10 generally designates the fence construction of 
the instant invention. 
The fence construction 10 includes an upper rail gen 

erally referred to by the reference number 12 and a lower 
rail generally referred to by the reference numeral 14. 
It will be noted that each of the rails 12 and 14 is tubular 
and it is to be understood that the tubular rails 12 and 
14 may be constructed of any suitable material such as 
aluminum and also from solid stock. 
The rail 12 includes a plurality of rail sections 16, 18 

and 20 and the rail 14 includes a plurality of rail sections 
22 and 24. 
From FIGURES 2 through 4 of the drawings it may 

be seen that the rail sections 16 and 18 are each provided 
with an endwise and laterally opening notch 26 de?ned 
by an extension 26’ which is of a cross-sectional area 
equal to generally one-half the total cross-section of the 
corresponding rail section. The adjacent ends 27 and 29 
of the rail sections 16 ‘and 18 carried ‘by the extension 26' 
are disposed in end abutting relation and the extensions or 
the unnotched portions 26' of the rail sections 16 and 18 
are each received in the notch 26 formed in the other 
section. 
Clamp means in the form of two pair of angle bracket 

members generally refered to by the reference numerals 
28 ‘are provided and each conforms to an extends ap 
proximately one-half the distance around the abutting 
end portions. From FIGURE 5 of the drawings it will 
be seen that each of the angle bracket members 28 in 
cludes a pair of angularly disposed leg portions 30 and 
32 and that each leg portion 32 and each rail section 
includes an internally threaded and upwardly projecting 
and opening sleeve portion 34 while each leg 30 in— 
cludes an aperture 36 which is aligned with a corre 
sponding aperture or bore 38 formed in the corresponding 
rail section. 
From FIGURE 2 of the drawings it may also be noted 

that the sleeve portion 34 of each leg 32 is received 
through a corresponding bore 40 formed in the corre 
sponding rail section and that fasteners 42 are utilized 
to secure the bracket members 28 about the overlapped 
end portions in end-to-end relation with each other and 
with the midportions of bracket members de?ned by the 
juncture of the legs 30 and 32 of each overlying the 
corresponding longitudinally extending joints 44 of the 
overlapped rail sections 16 and 18. In addition, it will 
be noted that each of the rail sections 16 and 18 is pro 
vided with a pair of ‘aligned recesses 46 and that corre 
sponding recesses 46 open toward each other to de?ne 
a passage 48 through the juncture of the rail sections 16 
and 18 for receiving a support post generally referred to by 
the reference numeral 50. It is to be understood that 
the support posts 50 are each of tubular construction and 
that the recesses 46 formed in each of the rail sections 
16 and 18 snugly receive the corresponding support post 
50 and that the fasteners 42 and the bracket members 28 
are utilized to clampingly secure the overlapped end por 
tions of the rail sections 16 and 18 together and about the 
support post 50. 
From FIGURE 1 of the drawings it will also be noted 

that each of the rail sections 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 has a 
plurality of passages 54 formed therethrough and spaced 
longitudinally there along similar to passages 48 for the 
reception of pickets 52. These passages 54 may merely 
be formed by a pair of registered openings formed in each 
rail section at 1a plurality of points spaced longitudinally 
along each rail section. 
With attention now directed to FIGURE 6 of the draw 

ings it will be seen that at least some of the pickets 52 
are provided with a bottom wall 102 and it will be noted 
that an adjustable foot assembly generally referred to by 
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the reference numeral 104 is secured to the bottom Wall 
102 by means of a mounting bracket. 
A more simpli?ed stake-type footing member may be 

utilized in place of footing member 114. 
It will be noted that each reach of the fence construction 

has constant size upper and lower horizontally disposed 
rails and constant size pickets. In addition, if the pickets 
are constructed of aluminum, the foot assemblies 104 may 
be eliminated as the spans between support and corner 
posts will not be of such great length so as to necessitate 
the use of the foot assemblies 104 which are helpful when 
the pickets are formed of wood and each span or fence 
section is considerably heavier than if its pickets were 
formed of aluminum tubular members. Still further, the 
pickets 52 may be secured to a rail section such as section 
24 by means of suitable fasteners 124, such as screws or 
nails. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. ‘Further, since numerous mod 
i?cations and changes will readily occur to those skilled in 
the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shown and described, and ac 
cordingly, all suitably modi?cations and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention as 
claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A picket fence construction comprising a pair of ver 

tically spaced and parallel top and bottom rails, a plurality 
of vertically disposed pickets secured through and between 
said rails, said rails each being tubular and generally sym 
metrical in cross-section, at least one of said rails com 
prising a pair of end aligned rail sections, adjacent ends 
of said rail sections each having an extension de?ning an 
endwise and laterally opening, said bracket members open 
ing toward each other, each notch of a cross-sectional area 
equal to generally one-half the total cross-section of the 
corresponding rail section, clamp means rigidly securing 
said extensions in end-overlap ping relation with each exten 
sion snugly received in the notch formed in the other rail 
section and said extensions urged laterally into frictional 
engagement with each other, at least one of said exten 
sions having a recess formed therein opening toward the 
other extension and defining a passage extending trans 
versely of said sections between said extensions, a post 
snugly received in and extending through said passage 
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providing internal bracing between said extensions for said 
clamp means to act upon, said clamp means including a 
pair of bracket members each conforming to and extend 
ing approximately one-half the distance around said over 
lapped extensions, means securing said bracket members 
about said overlapped extensions with said bracket mem 
bers overlying the corresponding transversely extending 
joints of said overlapped rail sections de?ned by said 
notches and said extensions, bracket member and the 
underlying portion of one of the tubular rail sections hav 
ing aligned openings formed therethrough, and the portion ‘ 
of one rail section diametrically opposite said openings 
includes means de?ning an inwardly opening threaded 
bore, said means securing said bracket members about 
said overlapped extensions comprising a threaded fastener 
passed through each set of said openings and threadedly 
engaged in the corresponding bore. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein each of said 
bracket members and the underlying portion of the other 
of said rail sections have aligned openings formed there 
through and the portion of said other tubular member 
diametrically opposite the last-mentioned openings in 
cludes means de?ning an inwardly opening threaded bore, 
said means securing said bracket members about said 
overlapped extensions also comprising a threaded fastener 
passed through each set of the last-mentioned openings 
and threadedly engaged in the corresponding bore. 
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