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The present invention relates generally to mops and 
more particularly to improvements in a tar mop having 
a plurality of ring-shaped mop heads each employing a 
unique ?ber clamping structure. 
Mops subjected to service in tarring or cementing roofs 

and walls are subject to rapid wear which requires fre 
quent replacement of the mop head to maintain a suf 
?ciency of mop yarn. Such mops, when coated with hot 
tar, are heavy and di?icult to use. If the yarn or ?ber 
is not securely fastened the weight of the tar will pull 
the yarn out of the mop head. Shrinkage caused by the 
tar will also pull ?bers away from unsecure clamping 
means. The resultant disadvantages are that unclamped 
?ber strands remain in or must be individually picked 
from the tar coating being applied and the yarn or head 
must be more frequently replaced. A further disad 
vantage of conventional tar mops is the tendency to 
lopsidedness caused by uneven or unsecure clamping and 
slipping and bunching of the yarn. 

Conventional mops have attempted to avoid the above 
‘outlined difficulties by employing readily replaceable 
ring-shaped mop heads in which the ring like yarn sup 
port is slipped over a cylindrical clamping member on 
the mop handle to add or replace a head. But such 
ring~shaped mop heads have required complex and ex 
pensive structure to ?rmly clamp the yarn to the support 
ing ring. In one example each bunch of yarn has been 
knotted about a portion of the ring support to ensure 
?rm securement and such knotting involves time consum 
ing, hand labor greatly increasing the cost of fabrication. 
Other ring-shaped mop heads are known which are in 
capable of stacking in required number to form a suit 
ably full mop because the yarn is so secured as to obstruct 
the central opening of the ring support and prevents the 
insertion therethrough of a tubular head clamping mem 
ber. Still other ring-shaped mop heads are known in 
which the yarn is insecurely fastened or unevenly spaced 
so as to render the assembled mop lopsided and heavy 
on one side. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to pro 
vide a mop head and holder therefor, so constructed as 
to obviate the above described disadvantages of conven 
tional mops. » 

Another important object of the invention is to pro 
vide a mop head and holder in which ‘one or more heads 
are readily assembled and readily replaceable once the 
?bers of a mop head are Worn. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
mop head structure which is extremely simple and inex 
pensive to fabricate and yet which will ?rmly secure the 
yarn in the mop head. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 

mop head holder and plurality of stacked annular heads 
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2 
in each of which the ?bers are evenly distributed circum 
ferentially of the head so as to provide a well balanced 
mop and prevent bunching of the yarns and resultant 
lopsidedness. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a mop 

head assembly including inner and outer, telescoping 
tubular members having ?anges between which are 
clamped a plurality of stacked heads, each head compris 
ing a ?at, thin annulus to which the mop ?bers are 
securely clamped, the stacked heads occupying a mini 
mum of clamping space, the central opening of each an 
nulus being unobstructed by the ?bers so as to permit 
ready sliding of the head on the inner tubular member. 
The novel features that are considered characteristic 

of the invent-ion are set forth with particularity in the ap 
pended claims. The invention itself, however, both as to 
its organization and its method of operation, together 
with additional objects and advantages thereof, will best 
be understood from the following description of a speci?c 
embodiment when read in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, wherein like reference characters in 
dicate like parts throughout the several ?gures and in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a mop constructed in 

accordance with the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of one annular 

yarn support member shown inverted and illustrating in 
full and phantom lines, respectively, a clamped and as yet 
unclamped skein of yarn; and 

FIG. 3 is an axial vertical section of the mop head 
holding assembly showing a stack of annular heads as 
sembled and locked together. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, there 
is shown in FIG. 1 a preferred embodiment of the in 
vent-ion as comprising a handle 10 to which is secured 
a mop head holding assembly generally indicated by the 
numeral 12 which in turn clamps one or more annular 
mop heads 14 holding mop yarn 16. 
As best seen in FIG. 2, each mop head 14 comprises 

merely an annular support member 20 and a plurality 
of skeins 30 of ?bers 16 clamped to the support member 
by integral tabs thereon. FIG. 2 illustrates the ring 20 
as it is preferably inverted during assembly of the ?bers. 
Desirably the ring 20 is formed as a ?at, thin stamping of 
metal, or other suitable material, with a central opening 
22 and normally down turned peripheral tabs 24 equally 
spaced about the circumference of the ring. Eight tabs 
24 are shown, for example, it being apparent that a 
greater or lesser number may be used. A similar series 
of equally spaced, inner tabs 26 is punched downwardly 
from the ?at ring 20 leaving cut out openings 28. The 
tabs 26 are desirably, though not necessarily shorter in 
length than the tabs 24 and are radially aligned there 
with. Eight bunches or skeins 30 of ?bers are adapted 
to be clamped to ring 20 equally spaced thereabout and 
clamped thereto by the pairs of tabs 24, 26. Each skein 
30 is doubled to form a loop which is placed around a 
tab 24 and against the underside ‘(upper side as viewed 
in FIG. '2) of the ring 20, the ends of the skein falling 
downwardly over the outer periphery of the ring. The 
tab 24 is then bent inwardly and ?at against skein 30 
to clamp it to the ring. The shorter tab 26 is then bent 
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?at to cover and hold tab 24 locked in clamping position. 
In clamping each skein of ?bers the outer tab 24 is bent 
to cover the entire loop and extends from the peripheral 
edge of the ring nearly to the corresponding tab 26. When 
the tab 26 is bent against tab 24 the loop is ?rmly en 
cased by the two tabs which form a rectangular enclosure 
completely surrounding the skein loop. The mop yarn 
may be formed of glass, wool, plastic, cotton or any other 
suitable ?bers. When all eight of the skeins 30 are 
placed adjacent the ring and clamped by the tabs 24, 26, 
each skein is ?rmly secured to the underside of the ring 
with no portion of any skein obstructing the central 
opening 22. The skeins are equally spaced around the 
ring 20 so that an even distribution of the mop ?bers is 
obtained when the ring is inverted as in normal use. 
The mop head holding assembly 12, as best shown in 

FIG. 3, comprises a pair of telescoping tubes 40 and 42, 
the latter closely ?tting within the former and in mutual 
supporting relation for relative sliding movement. The 
lower ends of the tubes are provided with outwardly 
projecting radial ?anges 44 and 46 which may be welded, 
soldered, or otherwise secured to the bottom of its re 
spective tube. The radial ?anges 44 and 46 may each be 
provided with an internal, strengthening and rigidifying 
shoulders 45, 47 respectively, having a diameter inter 
mediate the inner and outer diameters of its respective 
?ange. Shoulder 47 engages and buttresses the tabs 26 
of the lowermost ring 20 when a number of rings are 
inverted and stacked by slipping inner tube 42 through 
the aligned openings 22 of the rings. The tubular mem 
bers 40, 42 may be locked together in any desired ring 
clamping position by means of a screw 48 threaded into 
a holding nut on outer tube 40 into engagement with inner 
tube 42. Screw 48 has a butter?y wing head '50 for ma 
nipulation. The outer diameters of the ?anges 44 and 
46 are large enough to secure a plurality of stacked mop 
heads 14 clamped between the ?anges, while the outside 
diameter of inner tube 42 is small enough to ?t within 
the central opening 22 of the mop head with a close sliding 
?t. 
To assemble one or more mop heads 14 to the handle 

10, it is simply necessary to turn the wing 50 sui?ciently 
to release, lower and remove the inner tube 42 from the 
outer tube 40. A mop head 14 may then be slipped over 
the top of tube 42 and allowed to fall and rest upon the 
?ange 46. Preferably a completed mop will include ?ve, 
or more, of the individual mop heads 14 each of which will 
he slipped over the inner tube and released to fall into 
a stack supported by the ?ange 46. The inner tube is 
then reinserted into the outer tube and pushed upwardly 
until the stack of mop heads 14 is ?rmly clamped between 
the ?anges 44 and 46, whereupon the wing screw 48 is 
tightened to securely fasten the inner and outer tubular 
members together. 
When one or more of the lower mop heads 14 is worn 

su?iciently to require replacement, the tubes 40 and 42 
may be again separated by releasing the screw 48. The 
stack of mop heads is then lifted and removed trom the 
inner tube. The worn mop head at the bottom is dis 
carded or repaired. The remaining mop heads may then 
be replaced on the inner tube 42 and one or more replace 
ment heads may be added at the top of the stack. The 
mop may then be re-assembled, in the manner described 
above, by merely inserting the inner tube into the outer 
tube and retightening screw 48. 

It will be apparent from the above description that 
the improved mop provides an adequate quantity of 
?bers evenly distributed about the peripheries of the an 
nular support rings especially when the latter are stacked 
with adjacent rings having their tabs 24 o?set. A bal 
anced, rather than lopsided mop is provided in which the 
?bers are very ?rmly clamped to prevent slippage and 
bunching during use. Each skein 30 of each head 14 
is ?rmly clamped in the smallest possible vertical space 
and in such a way as to not obstruct the assembly or dis 
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4 
assembly of a support ring 20 from the handle holding 
assembly 12. Thus, even though the ?bers may be coated 
with sticky tarry materials, worn heads 14, or addi 
tional or replacement heads, may be easily and quickly 
removed from and added to the tubular holding assembly. 
The mop head and holding assembly structures are both 
extremely simple and inexpensive to produce, so that the 
costs of the mop and replacement heads are materially 
lessened. 

Although a certain speci?c embodiment of the invention 
has been shown and described, it is obvious that many 
modi?cations thereof are possible. The invention, there 
fore, is not to be restricted except insofar as is necessitated 
by the prior art and by the spirit of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A mop ‘head assembly comprising an inner mem 

ber and an outer tubular member telescopically slideable 
on said inner member and constructed and arranged to 
be in mutual supporting engagement, each of said members 
terminating at one end in an outwardly extending, radial 
?ange, means for releasably locking said members together 
in selected telescopic relation, and at least one mop 
head clamped between said ?anges, said mop head includ 
ing a ?at annulus whose central aperture receives said 
inner member and having a peripheral series of depend 
ent tabs, an inner series of dependent tabs, each of said 
tabs of the inner series being radially aligned with a tab 
of the peripheral series, and a plurality of skeins of ?bers, 
each of said skeins of ?bers comprises a plurality of ?ber 
strands doubled to form a loop, said loops being laid in a 
circle against the underside of said ?at annulus and 
clamped thereto between a pair of said radially aligned 
tabs, said inner and outer members being cylindrical, said 
annulus having an inner diameter slightly larger than the 
outer diameter of said inner member, and said skeins of 
?bers being ‘clamped against the underside of the ?at 
annulus without obstructing the central opening of the 
annulus leaving the annulus free to slide over said inner 
member to permit stacking of a plurality of said mop 
heads in a minimum vertical space between the ?anges of 
said members, said ?ange on the inner member having 
an upstanding annular shoulder engaging and buttressing 
said inner series of tabs on the mop head. 

2. A mop head assembly comprising an inner member 
and an outer tubular member telescopically slideable on 
said inner member and constructed and arranged to be in 
mutual supporting engagement, each of said members 
terminating at one end in an ‘outwardly extending, radial 
?ange, means for releasably locking said members to 
gether in selected telescopic relation, and at least one mop 
head clamped between said ?anges, said map head includ 
ing an annulus whose central aperture receives said inner 
member, said annulus having a peripheral series of outer 
tabs projecting from one surface, a series of inner tabs, 
each tab radially aligned with and spaced inwardly of an 
outer tab, and a plurality of skeins of ?bers each com 
prising a plurality of ?ber strands doubled to form a loop, 
said loops being disposed in a circle against said one 
surface of the annulus and clamped thereto by a radially 
aligned pair of inner and outer tabs, one of said tabs being 
bent to engage and underlie the skein and the other tab 
being bent to engage and underlie said one tab so as to 
lock it in clamping engagement with the skein. 

3. A replaceable mop head for stacked assembly on 
a holder comprising’, an annulus having a peripheral series 
of out-er tabs protruding from one surface of the annulus, 
a series of inner tabs disposed inwardly of said outer tabs 
and also protruding from the said one surface of the an 
nulus, and a plurality of ?ber skeins, each skein being 
clamped between an inner and outer tab bent to directly 
engage said skein with one tab overlying the other to re 
tain it in clamping engagement. 

4. A replaceable mop head as described in claim 3 
wherein each said inner tab is radially aligned with an 
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outer tab to form a pair of clamping tabs between which 
a skein is clamped. 

5. A replaceable mop head according to claim 4 where~ 
in the tabs of one of said series are longer than the tabs 
of said other series, said longer tabs being bent to engage 
and overlie the skein and the shorter tabs being bent to 
engage and overlie the longer tabs to lock them in clamp 
ing engagement. 

6. A replaceable mop head according to claim 5 where~ 
in said annulus is a ?at ring shaped plate adapted when 
used to lie in a plane substantially parallel to a Working 
surface to be mopped, and each of said skeins comprises 
a plurality of elongated ?bers doubled to form a loop, each 
loop being clamped between a pair of said tabs and the 
ends of said loops being draped to depend over the outer 
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edge of the annulus and fall substantially perpendicu 
lar to the plane of said annulus. 
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