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This invention relates to packaging members and struc 
tures and more particularly relates to plastic envelope or 
enclosure packaging members for use in packaging food 
items. 
The packaging of food items, and more especially the 

packaging of perishable food items, has received increased 
attention in recent years. It has become often desirable 
or even necessary for competitive reasons to package such 
items as sandwich meats, cheese, gas and vacuum pack 
aged items, and the like, in plastic envelopes or similar 
containers. Such containers permit self-service mark 
eting of many items where an attendant was previously 
necessary. Additionally, where transparent plastic ma 
terials are used in the package the consumer may visu 
ally examine the contents without direct contact with the 
package contents prior to their purchase. Goods so pack 
aged have in recent years received more and more ac 
ceptance by the consumer. 
However, many such packages do not lend themselves 

to ease of opening and a purchaser may have to resort to 
the use of a knife or other sharp implement to directly 
sever the plastic envelope to obtain the goods within. 
Where the plastic envelope is su?‘iciently tough to resist 
the use of such an opening implement, the opening proc 
ess can cause unintended and undesired mutilation of the 
package contents. Thus to relieve the consumer of the 
unnecessary burden of using extraneous implements for 
opening such packages, it is desirable to provide some 
means for more readily opening the package, e.g. with 
or without the use of a knife or other implement. 
A general object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved packaging member or structure as 
herein set out. 
More particularly it is an object of this invention to 

provide a readily openable package including a plastic 
envelope. 

It is a further object to provide a new and useful rigid 
member which may be included as part of such a pack 
age rendering the package more readily openable. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a mem 
ber adapted to permit the exertion of shear stress upon 
a plastic envelope wherein the member includes two rigid 
portions between which a portion, e.g. an end or edge, or 
fold, of the envelope may be secured, and wherein the 
two rigid portions are provided with means for initiating 
and continuing a tear or cut through the rigid portions to 
exert shear stress upon the envelope for tearing or cut 
ting the envelope open. 

Still another object is to provide a rigid member hav 
ing ?aps on opposing ends, which ?aps can be folded over 
to secure opposing ends of a plastic envelope between the 
?aps and adjacent portions of the rigid member and 
wherein the rigid member is perforated along a line ex 
tending through both flaps and including elongate slits 
along such line where the line traverses the fold of the 
?aps. It is an additional object to provide such a pack 
aging member in combination with a plastic envelope 
which may have scalloped or serrated edges on the op 
posing ends thereof adapted to be secured by the ?aps and 
wherein the rigid member can be torn along the perfo 
rated line by initiating the tear at one of the slits, there 
by tearing the envelope open. 

Yet another object is to provide a rigid member adapted 
to readily permit the exertion of shear stress upon a plas 
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tic envelope, to which rigid member a folded under edge 
of ‘the plastic envelope may be secured, and wherein the 
rigid member is provided with access means for directing 

’ the blade of a cutting implement between opposing folded 
surfaces of the folded under portion of the envelope, the 
envelope being secured to the rigid member so that nor 
mal cutting action of the blade against the inner side of 
the fold exerts a shear stress upon the plastic envelope 
rendering the plastic envelope more readily and more 
safely cuttable for opening purposes. An additional ob 
ject is to provide such a packaging member in combina 
tion with a plastic envelope adapted to be secured to the 
rigid member and wherein the knife can be inserted 
through the rigid member through the access means pro 
vided therein to gain access to the inner portion of the 
fold for cutting the envelope open along the fold with the 
envelope secured on both sides of the fold line to the 
rigid member. 

Other objects of this invention will be apparent to 
those in the art from the following descriptions and the 
drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view of a package including an embodi 

ment of a packaging member of this invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a section longitudinally through the 

package of FIGURE 1 taken along line 2—2; 
FIGURE 3 is a section and view from the end of the 

package of FIGURE 1, taken along the line 3—3 in FIG 
URE 2 and including an enlargement of one portion there 
of; 
FIGURE 4 is a top view of the package of FIGURE 1 

showing plastic envelope construction in cutaway por 
tions; 
FIGURE 5 illustrates one form of an embodiment of 

the rigid member used in the package of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged section through a plastic 

?lm laminate used as a wall of the plastic envelope of 
the package of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 7 is an enlarged section through a plastic 

?lm laminate used as another wall of the plastic en 
velope of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 8 illustrates opening of a package using the 

rigid member of FIGURE 5 by means of the perforated 
tear line provided therein; 
FIGURE 9 illustrates another form of the embodi 

ment of the rigid member in a package using a plastic en 
velope of the construction illustrated in FIGURE 1 
and partially disassembled to show detail; and 
FIGURE 10 illustrates the opening of a completely 

assembled package of FIGURE 9. 
In accordance with the foregoing objects, the present 

invention has provided a new and useful means for ren 
dering packaged goods, especially those included within 
a plastic ?lm container, more readily openable. Accord 
ingly there is provided a rigid member which is secur 
able to both sides of a portion of a ?exible envelope and 
which includes means for initiating and continuing a 
tear or cut through the envelope while the rigid member 
exerts shear pressure on the envelope secured thereto. 

While this invention is susceptible of embodiment in 
many different forms, there is shown in the drawings and 
will herein be described in detail a speci?c embodiment 
of the invention and modi?cation thereof, with the under 
standing that the present disclosure is considered to be an 
exempli?cation of the principles of the invention and is 
not intended to limit the invention to the embodiment or 
modi?cation illustrated. 

Referring ?rst to FIGURES l-S, there is provided a 
rigid member which is securable to both sides of a portion 
of a ?exible envelope and which includes means for in 
itiating and continuing a tear through both portions of 
the rigid member so that the rigid member exerts shear 
pressure on the envelope secured between the two-rigid 
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portions for initiating and continuing a guided tear 
through the envelope. 
"Referring to FIGURES 1-4, there is illustrated a pack 

age which includes a rigid member, i.e. cardboard U 
board 10, and a ?exible plastic enclosure or envelope 30‘ 
which contains a stack of sliced sandwich meat 31. 

U-board 10, best illustrated in FIGURE 5, includes 
inner ?aps 10d and 100 which are foldable upward along 
fold lines 11 and 13 respectively. Flaps 10d and 100 are 
coated on their upper surfaces with adhesive as indicated 
by reference numerals 16 and 18 respectively. U-board 
base or intermediate portion 102 is de?ned by fold lines 
11 and 13. A portion or strip of the U-board base 10e 
inside of each of fold lines 11 and 13 is also coated with 
adhesive material shown generally by reference numerals 
'15 and 17. Peripherally from inner ?aps 10c and 10d 
respectively are outer ?aps 10a and 10b which also form 
a part of U-board 10. Between the outer ?aps 10a and 
10b and the inner ?aps 10c and 10d are scored fold lines 
14 and 12 respectively. 
U-board 10 is also provided with a perforated tear line 

20 which includes elongated slits 21, 22, 23 and 24 at 
the intersection of perforated tear line 20 with fold lines 
11, 13, 12 and 14 respectively. The elongated slits are 
longer than the perforations of line 20. The slits can 
‘constitute a plurality of perforations, i.e. two or more, 
interconnected lengthwise. As shown in FIGURE 5, slits 
21 and 22 extend for 1%; inch on either side of fold lines 
11 and 13 respectively, i.e. each of slits 21 and 22 is 1/2 
inch in total length and provides a slit 14 inch in length 
when inner ?aps 10c and 10d are folded along score lines 
or fold lines 13 and 11 as shown in FIGURES 1~4. Slits 
21 and 22 de?ne loci for starting a tear along perforated 
line 20 from either end of the package. 

Slits 23 and 24 extend 1%; inch into inner ?aps 10d - 
and 10c respectively and extend laterally about 3A to 1 
inch along the fold lines 12 and 14 between inner and 
outer ?aps toward the edge of member 10 adjacent tear 
line 20. With ?aps 10a and 10b folded along scored fold 
lines 14 and 12 respectively, as shown in FIGURES 1-4, 
slits 23 and 24 are tear directing slits. Slits 23 and 24 
cause a tear progressing through the package to readily 
cross fold lines 12 and 14 by directing the tear of the top 
covering portion of envelope or enclosure 30 around the 
package contents by shear pressure, thereby eliminating 
resistance to tearing which may be caused by encounter 
of the tear with the package contents. 
,' Enclosure 30 is a sealed enclosure provided by a base 
portion such as unformed web 40 and a covering portion 
such as formed web 41 interconnected around their pe 
riphery such as by a heat seal indicated generally by refer 
ence numeral 42. Other means for interconnecting en 
velope portions, such as adhesives, may be used, of course, 
in lieu of the heat seal or a continuous formed envelope 
may be provided. Opposite ends of enclosure 30, includ— 
ing ends of unformed web 40 and formed web 41 and 
the peripheral heat seal between the unformed and formed 
webs, are sandwiched between ?aps 10c and 10d and the 
adjacent interior portions of U-board 10 and are secured 
in place between the ?aps by the adhesive shown gener 
ally at reference numerals 15, 16,‘ 17 and 18, holding 
both top and bottom surfaces of the envelope. Such 
securing of the end of the envelope between portions of 
the U-board prevents the envelope from slipping and 
thereby increases the shear stress which can be placed 
on the envelope by tearing of the U-board; thus, tearing 
of the envelope is facilitated. The thusly' secured ends of 
both unformed web 40 and formed web 41 are spaced 
inwardly from the folded fold lines 21 and 22 which con 
stitute opposing ends of the total package. This arrange 
ment is especially advantageous in that it permits initia 
tion of the tear at slit 21 or slit 22 before the tear en 
counters enclosure 30. Preferably the envelope edges 
are spaced from the fold lines at least the effective length 
of slits 21 and 22, i.e. interiorly from slits 21 and 22. 
The other two edges or sides indicated generally at 44 and 
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4 
45 of envelope 30 may lay against the rigid member, may 
be secured thereto and/ or may be folded under between 
envelope 30 and the intermediate portion 10a of U-board 
10. Where folded under the edges preferably are later 
ally to and do not cross tear line 20 and form a tear 
guide for tearing the base portion of the envelope as will 
be more evident herein below. 
The edges of the unformed and formed webs secured 

between the portions of the U-board are provided with 
scalloped con?gurations shown generally at 43 to render 
the edges of the webs more susceptible to initiation of 
tears by providing the edge with tear notches between each 
scallop. Thus, when the tear progresses to the envelope 
edge, its initiation in the envelope is assured. After in 
itiation of the tear in the envelope, the tear usually pro 
gresses through the envelope under less shear than that 
needed to initiate the tear. Thus, the securing of the en 
velope between the two rigid members, i.e. 10s and either 
10c or 10d, serves to initiate the tear and extend the tear 
into the enclosure-de?ning walls, e.g., interiorly of pe 
ripheral heat seal 42. 
Tear directing slits 23 and 24 are provided so that a 

tear initiated at respective ends of the package along tear 
line 20 will progress more readily through the package. 
Without the lateral extension of the slits 23 and 24, the 
tear may encounter contents of the package which them 
selves would resist tearing and would normally tend to 
divert the tear line. However, it has been found that the 
tear tends to momentarily stop upon encountering the 
package contents and additional force is needed at this 
point to divert the tear, usually laterally toward the edge 
of the package adjacent the tear line. Therefore, the 
ilateral extensions of slits 23 and 24 are provided as 
means for exerting shear pressure on the tear before or at 
about the time the tear reaches the package contents. It 
has been found that the lateral extensions permit resist 
ance to tear due to the package contents. Because the 
tear is diverted laterally by the lateral extensions of slot 
23 or 24, and because the edge 44 of the envelope has 
been folded under as illustrated in FIGURES 2-4, the 
tear of the covering portion of the envelope proceeds to 
the fold line of the folded under portion and thence down 
the fold line to the other end of the envelope. In a mod 
i?cation where edge 44 is not folded under, the tear of 
the covering portion of the envelope proceeds to the edge 
of the envelope and then continues down the edge of the 
envelope to the other end of the envelope. 

In one advantageous form of the invention, the edges 
44 and 45 of the envelope are folded under between the 
base portion of the envelope and the rigid member; how 
ever, the lateral edge is not disposed interiorly of tear 
line 20 and offers no resistance to the tearing action. In 
this form, the lateral edge of the envelope acts as a guide 
for tearing the base portion of the envelope. Thus, al 
though the covering portion of the envelope may have 
its tear diverted laterally by slots 23 and 24, the base 
portion of the envelope is torn substantially along the 
tear line 20. In the illustrated embodiment, the tear line 
is closer to one side of the package than the other. In 
opening the package, ?ap 10d and the opposing portion 
of 10e on the side of tear line 20 closest to a lateral edge 
of the envelope may be torn backward along tear line 
20. Both the base and covering portions of the envelope 
are torn by shear pressure. As the tear through the base 
portion proceeds, the normal tendency would be for the 
tear to wander laterally toward the edge of the envelope, 
there being no rigid member to prevent such wandering. 
Wandering of the tear into the central portion of the 
envelope is prohibited by the edge 20a of rigid member 
10 provided by the torn perforations. Although with a 
little practice and acquired skill, one may become adept 
at maintaining the tear of the base portion of the envel 
ope generally along the tear line of the rigid member, it 

' cannot always be expected that the user will acquire such 
skill. Therefore, in the embodiment shown the folded 
under edge of envelope 30 presses against the bottom sur 
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face of the envelope during opening and provides an ad 
ditional shear pressure member keeping the tear from 
wandering laterally of the folded under edge. 
With respect to the construction of the envelope, any 

?exible packaging material may be used for either the 
base portion and/or the covering portion. Examples of 
such suitable packaging materials are cellophane, poly 
ethylene ?lm, Mylar ?lm, aluminum foil, paper, etc., 
which may be coated, if desired, with saran or other sub 
stances. Where it is desired to enclose the envelope by 
heat sealing, such readily heat scalable materials as poly 
ethylene ?lm are preferred. The usable packaging ma 
terials afford a wide range of applications wherein one 
or more portions of the envelope may be transparent or 
opaque as desired or may be colored or printed or other 
wise marked. Laminated layers of different materials 
may also advantageously be used, e.g. containing printed 
material, primes, colored inks, etc. between laminated 
layers. It is preferred that both the covering portion and 
the base portion have very low oxygen and water vapor 
permeability rates and have good durability and have 
good machine workability. Because the materials nor 
mally used for packaging purposes in the construction 
of envelopes or enclosures, although they have consider 
able tensile strength, are weak in shear, the present in 
vention, in its preferred application, takes advantage of 
the low shear strength of the plastics by providing means 
by which a signi?cant shear force can be applied to the 
plastic material. 
' As used herein, the term “unformed web” refers to a 
web or material which is of a ?at sheet-like structure 
while the term “formed web” is a web of material which 
has been deformed by stretching or other pressure to pro 
vide a pouch suitable for enclosing by peripheral bonding 
to an unformed web. Methods for forming such formed 
Webs are well known. 
As a more speci?c example of an envelope, the en 

closure 30 of FIGURES 1-4 includes a base portion 
which is an unformed web 40 and a covering portion 
which is a formed web 41. The unformed web 40 and 
formed web 41 are peripherally heat sealed at 42. The 
unformed web (FIGURE 6) is a laminate of aluminum 
foil 51 between a transparent cellophane ?lm 52 and an 
opaque pigmented, e.g. white or yellow, ?exible poly 
ethylene ?lm 53. Adhesive 54 is provided between foil 
51 and cellophane 52 in a laminate and adhesive 55 is, 
in like manner, provided between foil 51 and polyethyl 
ene ?lm 53. Formed Web 41 (FIGURE 7) includes a 
Mylar ?lm 61 (a highly durable transparent ?lm of poly 
ethylene-terephthalate resin) having a saran coating 62. 
The coated side of Mylar ?lm 61 is laminated to a trans 
parent polyethylene ?lm 63 by adhesive 64. Thus, un 
formed web 40 is opaque and formed Web 41 is a trans 
parent web so that the contents of enclosure 30 may be 
viewed from the exterior. 

In an advantageous embodiment of the unformed web, 
i.e. as illustrated in FIGURE 6, aluminum foil or other 
material capable of maintaining a dead fold is included 
within the web so that the sides 44 and 45 of enclosure 
30 which are not secured by the ?aps of the U-board may 
be folded under as shown in FIGURES 3 and 4. The 
aluminum foil in unformed web 40 is su?icient to over 
come the memory or resiliency of the other plastic ma 
terials in both the unformed web and the formed web 
and thereby maintains the fold as a dead fold without the 
necessity of applying adhesives. The dead fold may ad 
vantageously be used to maintain a fold in the envelope, 
where and if desired, While assembling the envelope and 
rigid member. However, in other embodiments of the 
invention such adhesives can be used in lieu of or in addi 
tion to the dead fold. Additionally, other areas of the 
upper surface of U-board 10 may be coated with ad 
hesive materials to secure unformed web 40 to the sur 
face of U-board 10, although such adhesives are more 
usually unnecessary. 
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In opening the package of FIGURE 1, the package 

is simply torn along perforated line 20 by initiating the 
tear at either or both of elongated slits 21 and 22, as 
illustrated in FIGURE 8, providing edge 20a to guide 
the tear. The inner ?aps 10c and 10d, which are folded 
over the scalloped ends of enclosure 30, serve to increase 
the shear stress placed upon unformed web 40 and 
formed web 41. It will be noted in the drawings that 
the scalloped ends of the formed and unformed webs are 
spaced from fold lines 11 and 13, preferably at least the 
distance corresponding to the length of slits 21 and 22 
with the U-board in folded position. This spacing per 
mits starting of the tear along perforated line 21 in U 
board 10 prior to encountering the resistance of webs 
40 and 41 to the shear action, resulting in increased ease 
in initiating the tear through the webs so that the package 
is more easily openable. 

Turning now to FIGURE 9, another form of the rigid 
member is provided which omits perforated line 20. The 
reference numerals in FIGURE 9 correspond to those in 
FIGURES 1-7, Where repeated, and the discussions re 
garding FIGURES 1-7 may be referred to for identi?ca 
tion. Provided in the rigid member of FIGURE 9, there 
is a slot 71 in portion 10e having perforated lines 72 ex 
tending therefrom to adjacent fold line 13 de?ning a 
tab 70. In opening the package, tab 70 is pulled out 
exposing the folded under edge of the envelope, which 
is free for insertion of a knife between the folded edge 
and the adjacent envelope proper. The knife is inserted 
in slot 71, enlarged by removal of tab 70, with the blade 
of the knife being directed beneath the fold and toward 
the fold line of the envelope. 
As shown in FIGURE 10, the knife edge faces the edge 

of the package adjacent slot 71 and tab 70 with the 
blade between fold 44 and the remainder of the envelope. 
Fold 44 is secured to portion 10c by adhesive 15 and 
17, as are other portions of envelope 30. Cutting action 
with a knife causes a cut through board 10 laterally 
from slot 71 and also initiates a cut along the edge of 
envelope 30 through both the covering portion and base 
portion, while fold 44 and the remainder of the envelope 
are still secured to rigid member 10 so thatthe knife 
blade can provide suf?cient shear force to the envelope 
to open the same. The cut proceeds down the envelope 
to the other end of the envelope and the covering portion 
and base portion of the envelope can thereupon be sepa 
rated for removal of contents. 
The rigid member, e.g. U-board, and envelope may 

be supplied separately or partially assembled by a pack 
aging material source to a packager and the packager 
may include the substance to be packaged within the 
envelope or between ?lms from which the envelope is to 
be constructed and thereafter assemble or ?nish as 
sembling the package. Thus, the present invention also 
provides an envelope or enclosure member, which may 
be a partially formed or partially closed envelope or one 
or more ?lms adapted to be assembled to form an en 
velope, and a rigid member, the envelope member and 
rigid member being adapted to be assembled with each 
other to form a package, e.g. as described hereinabove. 
I It is apparent from the foregoing that there has been 
provided a new and useful means for rendering packaged 
materials, such as packaged food stulfs, more readily 
openable. This packaging improvement is provided by a 
rigid member which is secured to both sides of a portion 
of ?exible package enclosing member and which is 
adapted to permit ease in tearing or cutting of the en 
velope exerting shear pressure on the packaging material 
held between rigid member portions. 

I claim: 
1. A packaging member comprising a stiff backing 

member for backing an envelope, stiff ?ap means integral 
with said backing member, fold-line means between said 
backing member and ?ap means, ?rst weakened line 
means in said backing member extending from a ?rst 
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edge portion of said backing member to a second edge 
portion of said backing member spaced generally across 
said backing member from said ?rst edge portion, said 
?ap means being foldable along said fold-line means for 
overlying said backing member at said ?rst and second 
edge portions, adhesive means on the ?ap means for se 
curing an envelope between said ?ap means and backing 
member, and second weakened line means in said ?ap 
means shaped to overlie and generally register with said 
?rst weakened line means at said ?rst and second edge 
portions with said ?ap means folded upon said backing 
member, whereby said ?rst and second weakened line 
means de?ne a tear-line extending from said ?rst edge 
portion and across said stiff member to said second edge 
portion. 

2. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, a 
?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said stiff member, a ?rst 
fold-line between said stiff member and said ?rst ?ap, 
a second stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff mem 
ber, a second fold-line between said second flap and said 
stiff member, said flaps being foldable upon said stiff 
member along said fold-lines for securing opposing edges 
‘of a plastic envelope between said flaps and stiff member, 
an elongated weakened line traversing said stiff member, 
said weakened line in association with said stiff member 
and atleast one of the flaps providing a tear-line in said 
stiff member extending and connecting edge portions of 
said stiff member spaced generally across said stiff mem 
ber, and means for securing a plastic envelope between 
the ?aps and stiff member at spaced positions along said 
weakened line respectively adjacent said spaced edge por 
tions of said stiff member. 

3. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, a 
?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said member, a ?rst fold 
line between said stiff member and said ?rst ?ap, a sec 
ond stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff member, 
a second fold-line between said second flap and said stiff 
member, and a weakened line traversing said ?rst flap 
and ?rst fold-line and extending into said stiff member, 
means for securing said flaps to opposing edges of a 
plastic envelope with said ?aps folded upon the opposing 
plastic envelope edges and with the opposing plastic en 
velope edges between said ?aps and said stiff member, the 
portion of said weakened line in said ?rst flap aligning 
with the portion of said weakened line in said stiff mem— 
ber to comprise a tear-line from said ?rst fold-line 
through said ?rst ?ap and stiff member with said ?aps 
folded upon said stiff member. 

4. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, 
a ?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said member, a ?rst fold 
line between said stiff member and said ?rst ?ap, a sec 
ond stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff member, a 
second fold-line between said second flap and said stiff 
member, ?rst and second elongated slits at said ?rst and 
second fold-lines respectively and extending into the stiff 
member, said ?rst slit traversing said ?rst fold-line and 
extending into said ?rst flap, and a weakened line tra 
versing said stiff member and ?rst ?ap and connecting 
said slits, means for securing said ?aps to opposing edges 
of a plastic envelope with said ?aps folded along said 
fold-lines upon said stiff member and with the opposing 
edges of the envelope between said flaps and stiff mem 
ber, the portion of said weakened line in said ?rst ?ap 
aligning with the portion of said weakened line in said 
stiff member to comprise a tear-line between said fold 
lines through said ?rst ?ap and stiff member with said 
?aps folded upon said stiff member. 

5. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, a 
?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said member, a ?rst fold 
line between said stiff member and said ?rst ?ap, a ~sec 
ond stiff ?ap on an opposing-edge of said stiff member, a 
second fold line between said second ?ap and said stiff 
member, ?rst and second elongated slits traversing said 
?rst and second fold lines respectively and extending into 
the stiff member and into the flaps, and a weakened line 
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8 
connecting said slits, said slits and weakened line travers~ 
ing said flaps, said ?aps being adapted to fold upon said 
stiff member along said fold lines and being adapted to 
secure opposing edges of a plastic envelope between said 
?aps and said stiff member, the portions of said weakened 
line in said stiff ?aps being adapted to align with the por 
tion of said weakened line in said stiff member to com 
prise a tear-line between said fold lines through said flaps 
and stiff member with said ?aps folded upon said stiff 
member. 

6. The packaging member of claim 5 wherein the first 
and second foldable ?aps include third and fourth fold 
able ?aps respectively, a third fold line in said ?rst ?ap 
substantially parallel to said ?rst fold line de?ning the 
inner edge of said third ?ap, a fourth fold line in said 
second flap substantially parallel to said second fold line 
and de?ning the inner edge of said fourth ?ap, a third 
elongated slit extending from said third fold line into said 
third ?ap and extending laterally along said third fold 
line and terminating within said third fold line, a fourth 
elongated slit extending from said fourth fold line into 
said fourth flap and extending laterally along said fourth 
fold line and terminating in said fourth fold line, the ex 
tensions of said third and fourth slits into said third and 
fourth ?aps respectively being aligned with and overly 
ing the portion of the weakened line in said stiff member 
when said ?rst and second ?aps are folded upon said stiff 
member. 

7. An article of manufacture comprising the packag 
ing member of claim 5 and a plastic envelope having op 
posing ends received and secured between the ?rst and 
second ?aps respectively and said stiff member, said ends 
being adjacent the ?rst and second fold lines and being 
spaced from the ?rst and second fold lines at said elon 
gated slits. 

8. A packaging combination which comprises an en 
velope, a stiff member for backing said envelope, means 
in said stiff member de?ning an envelope opening line, 
means securing said envelope to said backing member 
with edge portions of said envelope traversing said en 
velope opening line at positions spaced substantially one 
full dimension of said envelope, said securing means se 
curing said envelope to said backing member on each 
side of said envelope opening line enabling shear pressure 
to be exerted on the envelope for initiating a tear or out 
along the opening line, said opening line extending sub 
stantially said one full dimension of the envelope between 
said spaced positions and crossing the edge of the envelope 
at each of said spaced positions for exerting shear pres 
sure throughout substantially said one full dimension of 
the envelope. 

9. The packaging member of claim 8 wherein said 
de?ning means includes means on said stiff member for 
directing a tear or cut through the length of substantially 
said one full dimension of said envelope and for direct 
ing the tear or cut away from contents of said envelope. 

10. The packaging combination of claim 9 wherein 
said envelope has a longitudinal fold lying along said 
envelope opening line and de?ning said one full dimen 
sion, and said de?ning means comprises means for receiv 
ing the blade of a knife in said longitudinal fold. 

11. A packaging combination comprising an envelope 
having walls joined at a sealed peripheral edge de?ning 
an enclosure and including ?rst and second envelope edge 
portions spaced from each other generally across the en 
velope, a backing member backing said edge portions 
and the envelope wall extending therebetween, stiff ?ap 
means integral with said backing member, fold-line means 
between said backing member and ?ap means, ?rst weak 
ened line means in said backing member extending from 
the portion of said backing member backing said ?rst en 
velope edge portion to the portion of said backing mem 
ber backing said second envelope edge portion, said ?ap 
means being folded and overlying the envelope edge, 
means securing said envelope between said ?ap means 
and backing member, and second weakened line means 
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in said ?ap means at said ?rst edge portion and generally 
registering with said ?rst weakened line means to de?ne 
a tear-line extending from said ?rst edge portion and 
across said envelope to said second edge portion, said 
tear-line including means for initiating a tear through the 
envelope edge at said ?rst edge portion. 

12. The packaging combination of claim 11 wherein 
said weakened line means crosses said fold-line means. 

13. A packaging combination comprising a stiff mem 
ber, a ?rst stiff flap on one edge of said stiff member, a 
?rst fold-line between said stiff member and said first 
?ap, a second stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff 
member, a second fold-line between said second flap and 
said stiff member, a weakened line traversing said stiff 
member, an envelope having walls joined at a sealed pe 
ripheral edge de?ning an enclosure and including ?rst 
and second edge portions spaced from each other gen 
erally across the envelope, said envelope being positioned 
upon said stiff member with said ?rst and second edge 
portions lying generally across said weakened line, said 
?aps being folded upon said sealed peripheral edge, means 
securing the envelope between the flaps and stiff member 
adjacent said weakened line, said weakened line in asso 
oiation with said stiff member and at least one of the 
?aps providing a tear-line in said stiff member extending 
through said ?rst edge portion and across the envelope 
walls intermediate of said ?rst and second edge portions 
to said second edge portion with said ?aps in position 
securing said envelope. 

14. A packaging combination comprising a stiff mem 
ber, a ?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said stiff member, 
a ?rst fold line between said stiff member and said stiff 
?ap, a second stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff 
member, a second fold line between said second stiff flap 
and said stiff member, first and second elongated slits 
traversing said ?rst and second fold lines respectively and 
extending into the stiff member and into the ?aps, and 
a weakened line connecting said slits and beyond said slits 
traversing said ?aps from said slits, a plastic envelope 
member having opposing ends, said ?aps being adapted 
to fold upon said sti? member along said fold lines and 
being adapted to secure the opposing ends of the plastic 
envelope member between said ?aps and said stiff mem 
ber at and on each side of said weakened line, said weak 
ened line in said ?aps being adapted to align with the 
weakened line in said stiff member to comprise a tear-line 
between said fold lines through said flaps and stiff mem 
ber with said flaps folded upon said stiff member. 

15. A packaging combination comprsing a stiff mem 
ber, a ?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said stiff member, a ?rst 
fold line between said stiff member and said ?rst ?ap, 
a second stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff mem 
ber, a second fold line between said second ?ap and said 
stiff member, ?rst and second elongated slits traversing 
said ?rst and second fold lines respectively and extending 
into the stiff member and into the flaps, a perforated line 
connecting said slits and perforated lines traversing said 
?aps from said slits, a plastic envelope having opposing 
scalloped edges and being adapted to be positioned upon 
said stiff member with the scalloped edges of said en 
velope adjacent and spaced from said ?rst and second fold 
lines respectively, said ?aps being adapted to fold upon 
and cover said scalloped edges along said fold lines and 
secure the plastic envelope between the ?aps and stiff 
member adjacent the scalloped edges of said envelope, 
said perforated lines in said flaps being adapted to align 
with the perforations in sad stiff member to comprise 
a tear-line between said fold lines through the ?aps, scal 
loped edges, envelope and stiff member with said ?aps in 
position securing said envelope. 

16. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, 
a ?rst stiff ?ap on one edge of said member, a ?rst fold 
line between said stiff member and said stiff ?ap, a second 
stiff ?ap on an opposing edge of said stiff member, a sec 
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10 
0nd fold line between said second stiff ?ap and said stiff 
member, a perforated line traversing said stiff member, 
fold lines and flaps, a ?exible envelope having opposing 
ends, said ?aps being folded upon stiff member along said 
fold lines and securing the opposing ends of said envelope 
between said ?aps and said stiff member, the perforations 
in said stiff ?aps being adapted to align with the perfora 
tions in said stiff member to comprise a tear-line between 
said fold lines through said ?aps and stiff member with 
said ?aps folded upon said stiff member, and means for 
initiating a tear along said tear-line at one of said fold 
lines. 

17. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, 
a ?rst fold in said stiff member adjacent one edge of said 
stiff member de?ning a ?rst ?ap, a second fold adjacent 
an opposing edge of said stiff member de?ning a second 
?ap, said ?rst and second ?aps being folded upon an in 
terior portion of said stiff member between said ?aps, a 
?exible plastic envelope having opposing ends with scal 
loped edges secured respectively between said ?rst and 
second ?aps and the intermediate portion of said stiff 
member, said scalloped edges being spaced from said 
folds, ?rst and second elongated slits traversing said ?rst 
and second folds respectively and extending into said inter 
mediate portion and into said ?aps, and a perforated line 
extending through said intermediate portion from said 
?rst elongated slit to said second elongated slit and 
traversing said ?aps from said slits. 

18. The packaging member of claim 17 wherein said 
stiff member includes means for directing a tear away 
from the contents of said plastic envelope and wherein 
said envelope includes means for directing a tear through 
said plastic envelope substantially along said perforated 
line. 

19. A packaging member comprising a stiff member, 
a ?rst fold in said stiff member adjacent one edge of said 
stiff member de?ning a ?rst ?ap, a second fold adjacent 
an opposing edge of said stiff member de?ning a second 
?ap, said ?rst and second flaps being folded upon an in 
terior portion of said stiff member between said ?aps, 
a rectangular ?exible plastic envelope having a heat sealed 
periphery de?ning opposing ends and opposing sides, 
means securing the opposing ends of said envelope respec 
tively between said ?rst and second flaps and the inter 
mediate portion of said stiff member, and means directing 
an opening tear or cut extending the distance between 
said envelope ends. 

20. The packaging member of claim 19 wherein a side 
of said rectangular envelope is de?ned by a fold the 
length of said envelope disposing a side of said envelope 
between the envelope and stiff member. 

21. A packaging member comprising a stiff cardboard 
U-board having ?rst and second ?aps at opposing ends, 
?rst and second fold lines along the fold of said ?aps, third 
and fourth fold lines within said ?rst and second ?aps 
de?ning third and fourth ?aps respectively, substantially 
parallel to said ?rst and second fold lines, ?rst and second 
elongated slits adjacent one side of said U-board traversing 
said ?rst and second fold lines respectively, said ?rst and 
second slits extending about one-quarter of an inch into 
said stiff member and said ?rst and second flaps and being 
in linear alignment, a perforated line traversing said U 
board and de?ning a substantially straight line joining the 
ends of said ?rst and second slits, said ?rst and second 
?aps being folded upon adjacent portions of the base of 
said U-board along said ?rst and second fold lines, third 
and fourth elongated slits extending from the juncture of 
said straight line with said third and fourth fold lines 
respectively into said ?rst and second ?aps away from 
said third and fourth ?aps and extending along said third 
and fourth fold lines respectively toward said one side of 
said U-board and terminating within said third and fourth 
lines respectively, a plastic envelope having opposing ends 
secured between said ?rst and second ?aps and said base, 
said plastic envelope being a rectangular envelope con 



3,215,333 
1 1 

structed of opposing facing peripherally joined by a heat 
seal around the periphery of said webs, the opposing ends 
of said envelope having scalloped edges and being spaced 
from said folds at least interiorly of said ?rst and second 
slits, the two opposing sides of said envelope having op~ 
posing edges as part of said periphery de?ning a width of 
said envelope greater than the width of said U-board, 
folds along the length of said envelope adjacent to and 
parallel to said side edges, decreasing the effective width 
of said envelope to within the limits of the width of said 
U-board, said folds directing the two remaining side edges 
of said envelope into a space between said envelope and 
the base of said U-board, the ends of said folds being 
secured with the remainder of the ends of said plastic 
envelope, said third and fourth ?aps upstanding from said 
?rst and second ?aps adjacent the secured ends of said 
envelope, said packaging member being openable by in 
itiating a tear in said perforated line at said ?rst or second 
slit and tearing along said perforated line, whereby a shear 
force is exerted upon a scalloped end of said envelope 
between said ?rst or second ?ap and said base of said 
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U-board, said tear progressing readily through said up; 
standing third and fourth ?aps as a result of said third and 
fourth slits. 
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