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This invention relates to therapeutic treatment appara 
tus, and more particularly, to apparatus for the application 
of therapeutic pressure to portions of the human anatomy, 
especially the paravertebral tissues. 

Apparatus for applying the teohinque of re?ex treat 
ment of the spinal nerves of the human anatomy has been 
described in my prior U.S. Letters Patent No. 2,893,383, 
and entitled Therapeutic, Gravity Actuated, Sustained 
Pressure Applicator. 

In the aforesaid patent, structure was provided for ap 
pying continuous pressure of substantial magnitude to 
the paravertebral tissues for a considerable period of time 
without release or variation to inhibit the musclar branch 
of the spinal nerve and the sympathetic chain ganglia. 
Although the structure of applying the aforesaid treat 
ment and described in the above-mentioned patent has 
proven to be satisfactory in numerous cases, certain im 
provements to the structure have been found to be neces 
sary, especially in the manner in which the weight is ap 
plied to the various portions of the human anatomy in the 
positioning of the weight relative to the patient to be 
treated and in the design of a base for supporting the 
patient and for counterbalancing the force of pulmonary 
expiration. 
The present invention overcomes the shortcomings of 

the structure described in my aforesaid patent by per 
mitting the weight applied to the patient to be varied 
in discrete increments to thereby attain a ?ne adjust 
ment for the application of the weights to the patient 
and thereby overcome the problem of applying too much 
or too little weight inherent in the device of my prior 
patent. 
To this end, the present invention includes a support 

adapted to be disposed adjacent the patient to be treated 
and speci?cally to be secured to the treatment table upon 
which the patient reclines, or upon a suitable movable 
?oor base. An elongated arm is secured adjacent one 
end thereof to the uppermost extremity of the support and 
is mounted, by virtue of a universal coupling unit, for 
movement about a horizontal axis. In addition, the 
support is constructed to permit the arm to be raised and 
lowered to permit ready accommodation to patients of 
all sizes and, by means of movement parallel with the 
table, to allow more stable positioning thereof. 
A patient-engagaing assembly of a predetermined weight 

is secured to the arm adjacent the opposite end thereof 
for applying pressure to the various portions of the 
anatomy of the patient by the action of gravity. The 
weights of the assembly and arm act along a vertical 
line through the assembly and, since the assembly engages 
the patient, the weights apply pressure to the point or 
area of the anatomy at which the assembly engages the 
same. 

Means is provided for varying the weight applied to 
the patient and includes a shiftable weight carried by the 
arm for movement longitudinally thereof. The Weight 
may be slidably mounted within the arm, in which case 
the arm is tubular. However, the weight may be exterior 
ly mounted on the arm by circumscribing the same for 
movement between the ends thereof. In this latter case, 
the arm may well be an externally threaded screw thread 
ably receiving the Weight or a cylinder slidably receiving 
a ring-shaped weight. The present embodiment of the 
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arm is a tubular con?guration. In either case, the weight 
applied to the patient through the assembly may be varied 
in discrete increments which was impossible with the 
structure in my prior patent. 

It is to be noted that the treatment table supports the 
weight means so that no large, heavy, floor supported 
base is required as is disclosed in my prior patent. The 
treatment table in the present disclosure overcomes the 
stability problems inherent in the base disclosed in said 
prior patent. 

It is, therefore, the primary object of the present in 
vention to provide apparatus for treating various parts 
of the human anatomy by the application of‘therapeutic 
pressure through the utility of weight continuously di 
rected to the parts under the action of gravity, and where 
in the weighf may be varied in discrete increments to 
vary the pressure applied to the patient, depending‘ upon 
the individual needs of the latter, whereby the apparatus 
is suitable for use in the aforesaid treatment for children 
and adults alike without applying too little or too much 
pressure to the parts to be treated, thus overcoming a 
problem inherent with devices heretofore utilized. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
apparatus of the aforesaid character, wherein the weight 
may be varied in discrete increments as the treatment is 
being continuously applied so that the treatment need not 
be interrupted in order to vary the pressure applied by 
changing the weights. 
A further object of the present invention is the provision 

of apparatus for applying therapeutic pressure to the: 
treatment of various parts of the anatomy of an individual, 
and wherein the structure for applying the pressure in 
cludes gravity-actuated weight means which is shiftable in’ 
substantially all directions, whereby the Weight means is‘ 
shiftable with the anatomy contacted thereby when the 
anatomy expands and contracts during the respiration of 
the individual, thus eliminating the feeling in the in 
dividual of being “pinned down” by weights of devices 
heretofore utilized. 

Another object of the present invention is the provision 
of apparatus for applying weight to parts of the anatomy 
of an individual to be treated, and wherein is includedv 
structure in the nature of an elongated tubular arm pivotal— 
ly mounted on a support adjacent the individual and a‘ 
Weight-applying, patient-engaging assembly secured to the 
arm adjacent the end thereof opposite to the end‘ pivotal-' 
ly mounted on the support whereby the pressure-applying 
assembly forms a unit of a predetermined weight which 
is adapted to rest or be supported on the part of the in‘ 
dividual to be treated and thus utilize the force of V gravity‘ 
for applying the therapeutic pressure to the individaul. 
To this end, it is a further object of this invention to shift 
ably mount said pressure-applying assembly on said arm 
so that the assembly may be positioned over the spine vof 
a patient, regardless of the angular, horizontal position 
of the arm relative to the patient. 

Yet another object of the present invention is the pro 
vision of variable weight means on the aforesaid arm for 
varying the weight applied to the individual by one mo 
tion, utilizing the law of leverage whereby the treatment 
need not ‘be interrupted’ as the weight is being varied, but 
may continue to thereby enhance the bene?ts received by 
the individual by an uninterrupted application of pressure 
thereon, to render much easier the weight-changing mo 
tion and to permit change of weight by smaller incre~ 
ments than heretofore possible. 
A further object of the present invention is the provi-' 

sion of universal joint means interconnecting the arm 
with the support, and for interconnecting the assembly 
with the arm, whereby the arm and assembly may assume 
a plurality of positions and, therefore, be readily posi 
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tionable for patients of various sizes and for various por 
tions of the anatomy of the same individual. 
A still further object of the present invention is the 

provision of a support for the arm of the above-mentioned 
character which is provided with manual means thereon 
for raising, lowering and rotating the arm and, therefore, 
the assembly may be moved into and out of engagement 
with the individual without relaying upon external power 
means and elaborate control apparatus which have been 
required in devices heretofore utilized. 

Other objects of the present invention will become ap 
parent as the following speci?cation progresses, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of therapeutic ap 

paratus which forms the subject of the present invention 
and illustrating the interconnection thereof with a treat 
ment table for supporting a patient to be treated; 

. FIG. 2 is a plan view of the therapeutic treatment ap 
paratus and treatment table illustrated in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional, fragmentary view of the 
therapeutic treatment apparatus and illustrating an elon 
gated arm having shiftable weight means therein for vary 
ing the weight applied to the patient to be treated, and 
further illustrating the universal connection between a 
support mounted on the treatment table and the arm; 

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 4-4 
of FIG. 3 ; and 
FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, cross-sectional view of one 

end of the arm illustrating another manner of coupling 
the weight means to said arm. 

Therapeutic treatment apparatus broadly denoted by 
the numeral 10, includes a support 12, an elongated mem 
ber in the nature of a tubular arm or rod 14 secured adja 
cent one end thereof to support 12, and a patient-engag 
ing, pressure~applying assembly broadly denoted by the 
numeral 16 secured to arm 14 adjacent the opposite end 
of the latter. 

Apparatus 10 is adapted to be utilized for applying 
therapeutic pressure to various parts of the anatomy of an 
individual and to this end, apparatus 10 is utilized with a 
treatment table 18 serving through functional necessity as 
a base for support 12 and thereby arm 14. Table 18 is 
provided with a plurality of U-shaped legs 20 supporting 
a generally rectangular base 22 above the ?oor level 24. 
Base 22 may be trough-shaped for accommodating a pad 
26 of resilient material, preferably in the nature of a 
cushion formed of polyester to assure comfort for the 
patient reclining thereon. This soft pad has been found 
to be necessary because of the amount of weight applied 
to the patient in a manner to be described. 
Pad 26 is provided with an opening 28 therethrough 

which is alignable with a similar opening (not shown) 
in base 22. Opening 28 provides a space within which 
the face of the individual may be disposed when the 
patient is in a prone position on pad 26. Thus, the patient 
is allowed to breathe with the face directed downwardly 
and further, the discomfort to the patient in the neck 
region thereof, which is normally associated with the 
twisting of the neck as the patient is lying prone under 
pressure of considerable magnitude near the neck on pad 
26, is over-come and substantially eliminated. 

Support 12 comprises an elongated pipe 30 secured to 
the side of base 22 by a bracket 32. Pipe 30 'may be ad 
justably mounted on bracket 32 to thereby raise or lower 
pipe 30 relative to base 22. Bracket 32 could conceiv 
ably be a dolly on a track so the entire apparatus could 
be shifted along the table length. This would facilitate 
positioning, and also would enable a physician to slide 
the entire apparatus out of the way and use the table for 
other purposes. 
An elongated, externally threaded screw 34 is inserted 

within pipe 30 and projects upwardly therefrom. A 
handwheel 36 is provided with an internally threaded 
collar 38 resting on the upper end of pipe 30 and in sub 
stantial mesh with the screw 34. By rotating handwheel 
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36, screw 34 may be raised or lowered relative to pipe 
30. It is to be noted that pipe 30 is generally mounted 
on base 22 by bracket 32 intermediate the ends of base 
22 to thereby be centrally located with respect to pad 
26 and especially, to be in position to apply therapeutic 
pressure to the paravertebral tissues of an individual. 
A hook 39 at one end of an elongated stretch 41 of 

rigid material, is received over the outer ring portion of 
handwheel 36 to prevent the latter, and thereby screw 
34, from tipping toward pad 26 when arm 14 is swung 
over pad 26, and excessive weight is applied to the distal 
end of arm 14. A ring 43‘ is loosely ?tted around pipe 
30 adjacent the upper end thereof and means, such as a 
setscrew, maintains ring 43 at a ?xed position on pipe 30. 
Arm 14 is closed at the ends thereof by end walls 40 

and 42. An elongated shaft 44 spans the distance between 
end walls 40 and 42 and is secured thereto substantially 
eoaxially of arm 14. 
Arm 14 is further provided with an elongated slot 46 

therein having terminal ends spaced from the corre 
sponding end walls 40 and 42. A weight element 48 in 
the nature of a cylinder of lead or the like, is disposed 
within arm 14, and element 48 is provided with a bore 50 
therethrough substantially coincident with the longitudi 
nal axis thereof. Shaft 44 extends through bore 50 of 
element 48 and it is to be understood that ‘bore 50 is 
slightly larger than the diameter of shaft 44. A portion 
of the element 48 adjacent the lowermost surface there 
of, has been removed to present a space 58 to clear fas 
tening means 68 securing support 12 to arm 14. 
Weight element 48 is provided adjacent each end there 

of on opposed sides of space 58 with a pair of recesses 
for receiving therein a pair of ball bearings 52, the latter 
normally engaging the inner surface of arm 14 to space 
shaft 44 inwardly of and out of engagement with element 
48 within bore 50. Thus, element 48 may be readily 
moved relative to shaft 44, hindered only by the frictional 
force between arm 14 and ball bearings 52. However, 
in the event that shaft 44 engages element 48. within bore 
50, shaft 44 is coated with a suitable material such as 
nylon or the like to reduce the friction between shaft 44 
and element 48 and thus permit the latter to be more 
readily shiftable between the ends of arm 14. 
A spirit level 54 is secured to the normally uppermost 

surface of arm 14 adjacent one end of slot 46 and support 
12. Level 54 is ?lled with a liquid and provided with a 
window 56 through which an air bubble on the liquid 
may be observed to denote the degree of levelness of 
arm 14. ‘ 

Arm 14 is provided with index marks 57 thereon adja 
cent slot 46 as is ‘clear in FIG. 2, to represent, when arm 
14 is calibrated, the increment of weight being applied 
to the patient as a result of the positioning of element 
48 within tube 14. To facilitate the determination of the 
weight being applied by virtue of the positioning of ele 
ment 48, tube 14 may conceivably be formed from trans 
parent material such as lucite or the like, so that a cen 
tral reference line marked on element 48 and denoting 
the center of gravity of the latter, may be readily observ 
able through arm 14 and alignable with one of the index 
marks 57 thereon. 

Element 48 is provided with a threaded bore (not 
shown) in the normally uppermost surface thereof for 
receiving a screw 62 which extends outwardly therefrom 
through slot 46. A head 64 is rigid to screw 62 and is 
provided with a hub 66 engageable with arm 14 on op 
posed sides of slot 46. As screw 62 moves out of ele 
ment 48, hub 66 moves out of engagement with arm 
14, thus permitting element 48 to be manually shifted 
longitudinally of arm 14. When screw 62 moves into ele 
ment 48, hub 66 moves into engagement with arm 14 and 
thus locks element 48 in a ?xed position within tube 14. 
Means for interconnecting support 12 with arm 14 

comprises a fork and tongue unit broadly denoted by 
the numeral 68. Unit 68 includes a ball 70 rigid to the 
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uppermost end of screw 34 by means of a spacer 72. 
A socket device 74 complementally receives ball 70 and 
is secured by virtue of fastening means 60 to the under 
side of arm 14in spaced relationship to end wall 42 of 
the latter. Unit 68 rotates only about a horizontal axis 
to incline arm 14 relative to support 12. 

Device 74 is provided with a pair of generally per 
pendicular surfaces 76 and 78 mounted on substantially 
diametrically opposed locations relative to ball 70. Sur 
faces 76 and 78 provide shoulders which abut the spacer 
72 and the upper end of screw 34 respectively, when 
arm 14 is in vertical and horizontal positions respectively. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 3 inclusive, arm 14 is in the 
horizontal position and, in this position, surface 78 en 
gages the upper end of screw 34 and surface 76 is spaced 
from spacer 72. When arm 14 is swung into a vertical 
position, surface 78 moves out of engagement with screw 
34 and surface 76 moves into engagement with spacer 
72. It is evident that surfaces 76 and 78 therefore, pro 
vide stops to limit the swinging movement of arm 14 
to a 90° arc about a horizontal axis. 
Assembly 16 comprises a generally polygonal com 

ponent 80 in the nature of a rubber pad of a predeter 
mined weight which is provided with a convex, patient-en 
gaging surface 82. Although a convex surface for com 
ponent 80 is illustrated, it is clear that the same may be 
concave or ?at, or any combination of the three shapes, 
depending upon the needs and requirements of the patient 
to be treated. This type of pad is suitable since it can 
conform to generally all shapes of the anatomy. 
A ball and socket coupling device 84 is secured to the 

upper surface 86 of component 80 and interconnects the 
latter with the lower end of the elongated rod 88 nor 
mally extending upwardly therefrom. Rod 88 is pro 
vided at the uppermost end thereof with a laterally ex 
tending ?ange portion 90 which is receivable within a 
groove 92 of a track member 94 secured in any suitable 
manner to the underside of arm 14. Track member 94 
extends from end wall 40 toward end wall 42 and ter 
minates substantially centrally of arm 14. Track mem 
ber 94 is open at the end thereof adjacent end wall 
40 to permit insertion and removal of rods 88 attached to 
components 80 of various shapes and sizes. By virtue 
of the aforesaid construction, component 80 may be 
shifted in a plurality of directions relative to arm 14 to 
thereby accommodate for the irregularity of the various 
parts of the human anatomy so that weight may be effec 
tively applied to the aforesaid parts. 

Before operation, the patient to be treated is disposed 
on pad 26 in a reclining position prior to the applica 
tion of'weight thereto. Arm 14 is at a location with the 
longitudinal axis thereof substantially parallel with the 
longitudinal axis of pad 26 and with assembly 16 being 
proximal to the plane of the upper surface of pad 26. 
This allows the patient to move onto pad 26 without in 
terference from arm 14 or assembly 16. It is to be 
understood that assembly 16 is initially positioned relative 
to pad 26 so that when arm 14 is swung to a position 
overlying pad 26 and the patient disposed thereon, arm 
14 must be manually tipped upwardly to allow assembly 
16 to move above the plane of pad 26 to clear the patient 
on the latter, whereupon the arm is lowered slightly 
so that assembly 16 moves onto the patient. 
Arm 14 is then moved into overlying relationship to 

the patient on pad 26 and, at the same time, arm 14 is 
tipped upwardly to allow assembly 16 to move onto the 
patient. Handwheel 36 is then manipulated to raise screw 
34 relative to pad 26 until arm 14 is substantially hori 
zontal and surface 78 is slightly out of engagement with 
the upper end of screw 34. When this occurs, the com 
bined weights of the assembly 16 and arm 14 act along 
a vertical line through assembly 16 under gravity and, 
therefore the weight in effect rests upon and is supported 
by the part of the anatomy engaged by assembly 16. 
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5 
To vary the weight applied to the patient, element 48 

is shifted longitudinally of arm 14 by shifting screw 62 
outwardly from element 48 to permit the latter to shift 
along shaft 44. When the proper position of element 48 
is attained, hub 66 moves into engagement with arm 14v 
to thereby lock element 48 in a ?xed position. It is noted 
that the movement of element 48 can be accomplished 
even though assembly 16 engages the patient and there 
fore, the treatment can continue while shifting of element 
48 takes place. 
By virtue of the pivotal interconnection of arm 14 

with support 12, arm 14 and thereby assembly 16, may 
pivot relative to screw 34 as the anatomy expands and 
contracts due to the respiration of the patient. It is, 
therefore, seen that assembly 16 and arm 14 “breathe” 
with the patient to thereby eliminate the feeling in the 
patient of being “pinned down.” 
When it is desired to stop the treatment, arm 14 may 

be swung to a vertical position by manually raising the 
arm 14 until it rests in the vertical position. This per 
mits the treatment to cease immediately and the patient 
may then move off pad 26. Also, handwheel 36 may be 
manipulated to shift screw 34 and thereby arm 14 up 
wardly until surface 78 once again contacts screw 34. 
Further movement of the screw 34 upwardly, permits as 
sembly 16 to move out of engagement with the patient. 
Another embodiment of the tubular arm and shiftable 

weight means therein is illustrated in FIG. 5, and the 
same includes a tubular arm 114 having an elongated 
screw 144 journalled at the ends thereof in opposed end 
walls 142 of arm 114 by virtue of bearings 145. A hand 
wheel 147 is operably coupled to a projecting portion of 
screw 144 adjacent and exteriorly of one end wall 142 
for rotating screw 144 relative to arm 114. 
Arm 114 is provided with a slot 146 therethrough 

along the normally uppermost surface thereof in much 
the same manner as slot 46 in tube 14. A weight element 
148 is disposed within arm 114 and is provided with an 
internally threaded bore (not shown) for receiving screw 
144. A tab 149 is secured to element 148 and projects 
upwardly therefrom and passes through slot 146. Tab 
149'prevents element 148 from rotating within arm 114 
when screw 144 is caused to rotate under the in?uence 
of handwheel 147. Tab 149 may also serve as a refer 
ence mark in conjunction with index marks disposed on 
the upper surface of arm 114 adjacent slot 146. 

Although handwheel 147 is utilized to manually ro 
tate screw 144, it is conceivable that handwheel 147 may 
be replaced by a suitable electrically-actuated prime 
mover such as an electric motor, and suitable control 
means may be operably coupled to the prime mover for 
selectively moving element 148‘to various positions with 
in arm 114. It is, therefore, evident that weight element 
148 may either be moved by manual means or by re 
motely controlled means spaced from arm 114. 

Although elements 48 and 148 may be manually and 
electrically shiftable, the same may further be hydrau 
lically actuated by proper choice of mechanism to ac 
complish the same. In addition, assembly‘ 16 may be 
provided with means for applying heat, either dry or 
moist, prior to, during, or after the application of pres 
sure to the various parts of the human anatomy. Simi 
larly, means may be operably coupled with pad 26 to 
produce ultrasonic waves or tactile vibratory motion or 
other stimulative means to the patient disposed on pad 
26 prior to, during, or after the application of sustained 
pressure by assembly 16. 

It is understood that variations in therapeutic use, in 
power employed, and in design or arrangement of parts 
may be made if such changes do not depart from the 
spirit of the invention. It will be understood that other 
modi?cations within the scope of the appended claims 
may be made in the design and arrangement of the parts 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 
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Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 
as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

1. Therapeutic treatment apparatus comprising a sup 
port; an elongated, hollow member adapted to be dis 
posed above a patient to be treated; means mounting said 
member for pivotal movement about a substantially hori 
zontal axis toward and away from said patient; a patient 
engaging assembly carried by said member in depend 
ing relationship thereto, at least the major portion of 
the weights of said member and said assembly acting 
through said assembly to apply pressure to the patient 
when a patient is being treated; and means within said 
member and movable longitudinally thereof for varying 
the weight acting through said assembly to thereby vary 
the pressure applied to said patient. 

2. Therapeutic treatment apparatus comprising an 
elongated support adapted to be mounted uprightly ad 
jacent a patient to be treated; an elongated member; 
means on said support adjacent the upper end thereof 
and coupled with said member adjacent one end thereof 
for mounting said member above said patient for pivotal 
movement about intersecting horizontal and vertical axes; 
a patient-engaging assembly carried by said member in 
depending relationship thereto, at least the major portion 
of the weights of said member and said assembly acting 
through said assembly to apply pressure to the patient 
when a patient is being treated; and variable weight 
means on said member and movable longitudinally there~ 
of for varying the weight acting through said assembly 
to thereby vary the pressure applied to said patient. 

3. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 2, wherein said means for mounting said member 
on said support comprises a ball and socket coupling 
device. 

4. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 3, wherein is included shoulder means on said cou 
pling device to limit the pivotal movement of said mem 
ber about said axes. ' 

5. Therapeutic treatment apparatus comprising a sup 
port; an elongated, tubular arm pivotally mounted at 
one end thereof on said support and adapted to be dis 
posed above a patient to be treated, said arm being mov 
able toward and away from said patient; a patient-engag 
ing assembly carried by said member in depending re 
lationship thereto, said member and said assembly being 
disposed with at least the major portion of the weights 
thereof acting through said assembly to apply pressure 
to the patient when a patient is being treated; an element 
of predetermined weight within said member; and means 
coupled with the arm for shiftably mounting said element 
for movement between the ends of the arm to thereby 
vary the weight acting through the assembly and thereby 
the pressure applied to the patient. 

6.v Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 5, wherein said element mounting means includes 
an elongated shaft within said arm and rigidly secured 
thereto, said element being shiftably mounted on said 
shaft, and means on said element for shifting the latter 
relative to said shaft. 

7. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 6, said arm being provided with a longitudinally 
extending slot therein, and including extension means se 
cured to said element and projecting outwardly there 
from through said slot, and element locking means on 
said extension means and engageable with said arm for 
releasably maintaining said element in a ?xed position 
on said arm. 

8. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 7, said extension means including a screw, said 
locking means including a head threadably mounted on 
said screw. 

9. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 6, wherein is included bearing means secured to 
said element and normally in engagement with said arm 
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for spacing said element out of engagement with said 
arm. 

10. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 5, wherein said element mounting means includes 
an elongated screw coupled with said arm, said element 
being threadably mounted on said screw. 

11. Therapeutic treatment apparatus comprising an 
elongated support adapted to be mounted uprightly ad 
jacent a patient to be treated; an elongated member; 
means on said support adjacent the upper end thereof 
and coupled with said member adjacent one end thereof 
for mounting said member above said patient for piv 
otal movement about intersecting horizontal and vertical 
axes; a patient-engaging assembly; an elongated rod se 
cured at one end thereof to said member adjacent the 
opposite end of the latter; and universal joint means on 
the opposite end of the rod interconnecting the latter 
with said assembly, said member and said assembly be 
ing disposed with at least the major portion of the 
weights thereof acting through said assembly to apply 
pressure to the patient when a patient is being treated; 
and variable weight means on said member and mov 
able longitudinally thereof for varying the weight act 
ing through said assembly to thereby vary the pressure 
applied to said patient as said member moves toward said 
patient about said horizontal axis. 

12. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 11, wherein said universal joint means comprises a 
ball and socket coupling device for pivoting said assem 
bly about a horizontal axis, and including track means on 
said member and operably coupled with said rod for 
shiftably mounting the latter and thereby said assembly 
on said member. 

13. Therapeutic treatment apparatus as set forth in 
claim 12, wherein said track means includes a grooved 
track member secured to and extending longitudinally 
of said member, said rod being shiftably mounted at one 
end thereof within said groove. 

14. Therapeutic treatment apparatus comprising a sup 
port including base structure, an elongated screw, and 
means coupling said screw with said base structure for 
movement relative to the latter, said base structure being 
adapted to be mounted adjacent a patient to be treated; 
an elongated member; means on said screw adjacent the 
upper end thereof and coupled with said member adja 
cent one end thereof for mounting said member above 
said patient for pivotal movement about intersecting 
horizontal and vertical axes; a patient-engaging assem 
bly carried by said member in depending relationship 
thereto, said member and said assembly being disposed 
with at least the major portion of the weights thereof 
acting through said assembly to apply pressure to the 
patient when a patient is being treated; and variable 
weight means on said member and movable longitudi 
nally thereof for Varying the weight acting through said 
assembly to thereby vary the pressure applied to said 
patient as said member moves toward said patient about 
said horizontal axis. 
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