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The invention relates to protective clothing means, and 
more particularly, to means for being worn by a person 
for protecting the body of the wearer and allowing the‘ 
wearer to handle heated objects with a maximum of 
facility. 

Heretofore, clothing means have been provided for 
protecting the hands and body of a wearer. However, 
such devices do not provide hand protectors which are 
easily accessible to the wearer and allow a high degree 
of freedom to the hands when the protectors are used. 

It is, therefore, a principal object of the invention to 
provide a new and improved protective clothing means 
which is readily accessible to the wearer and provides a 
minimum of restriction in the activities of the wearer. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new and 
highly useful protective clothing means which may easily 
and inexpensively be produced and provides a desirable 
appearance. ' 

Another object of the invention is to provide a new and 
improved protective clothing means especially useful for 
protecting the hands in the handling of hot objects and 
which is durable and adaptable to the requirements of 
users having different body sizes. 
The above objects, as well as many other objects of the 

invention, are achieved by providing a protective clothing 
means including a waist band for being received about the 
waist of a person, securing means for retaining the waist 
band in position about the person, and covering means for 
protecting the hands of a person, elastically secured with 
the waist band. 
The covering means comprises a pair of units for re 

spectively receiving the left and right hands of the wearer 
which are separately connected by elastic bands secured 
with the waist band in spaced relationship for positioning 
the hand cove-ring units along the sides of the wearer. 

In one form, the means for securing the covering units 
may be provided by a unitary elastic band having its ends 
secured respectively with the units and its intermediate 
portion extending and secured along the waist band. The 
intermediate portion of the elastic band is provided with 
a retaining loop at its center passing through the waist 
band and forms a pair of expandable loops on opposite 
sides of the center of the elastic band along the waist band 
for providing extension of the hand covering units. 
The hand covering units are each comprised of a ?ex 

ihly insulating material and each has an opening for re 
ceiving the-rein and protecting the hand of the person wear 
ing the clothing means especially in the handling of hot 
objects. 
The foregoing and other objects of the invention will 

become more apparent as the following detailed descrip 
tion of the invention is read in conjunction with the draw 
ings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a protecting clothing arti 

cle embodying the invention, 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of a modi?ed form of the pro 

tective clothing article shown in FIGURE 1, 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged inverted plan view of the 

article shown in FIGURE 2 with portions broken away, 
and 
‘FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view showing 

in detail the central portion of the waist band of the article 
shown in FIGURE 2. 
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Like reference numerals designate like parts throughout 

the several views. 
FIGURE 1 discloses a protecting clothing means 10 

embodying the invention in the form of an apron 12 com 
prising a waist band 14 having a central portion 16 which 
is secured with the top 18 of a sheet of material 20 for pro 
tecting the front lower portion of a wearer in the conven 
tional manner. The ends 22, 24 of the waist band 16 pro 
vide strings for being tied together to secure the clothing 
means 10 in position about the body of the wearer. A 
pair of hand covering unit-s 26, 27 are each respectively 
secured to the end of an elastic band 28, 30 which has its 
other end secured at the sides 32, 34 of the waist band 16 
adjoining the edges 36, 38 of the material 20. With this 
connection, the hand covering units 26, 27 depend from 
the waist band 16 in spaced relationship along the edges 
36, 38 of the material 20 and along the corresponding 
right and left sides of the wearer of the article 10. 
The length of the elastic bands 28, 30 in their unex 

tended condition is sufficiently short to place the units 26, 
27 easily within the reach of the hands of the wearer. The 
units 26, 27 are each provided with an opening 40, 42 at 
its top for receiving therewithin the respective hand of 
the wearer of the article 10. The units 26, 27 are made 
of a material suitable for protecting the hands of the 
wearer in handling objects which may ‘be hot. The ma 
terial of the units 26, 27 is also ?exible so that the wearer 
may easily grasp and manipulate such articles. When the 
article 10 is used for household purposes, then the ma 
terial of the units 26, 27 may be made of a heavy quilted 
fabric, whereas for commercial use, the units 26, 27 may 
‘be made of an asbestos fabric providing greater temper 
ature insulation for handling objects at higher temper 
atures 
The elastic bands 28, 30 allow the unrestricted extension 

of the hands of the wearer after being received within the 
units 26, 27, by the stretching of the elastic bands 28, 30. 
The use of the elastic ‘bands 28, 30 for securing the units 
26, 27 with the waistband 16 of the article 10, thus places 
the units 26, 27 within easy reach of the hands of the 
wearer, while after receiving the hands in the units 26, 27, 
the wearer may easily extend his hands beyond the un 
stretched lengths of the units 26, 27 from the waist band 
16 of the article 10. By this means, when the units 26, 
27 must be rapidly placed over the hands, they can be 
reached quickly and without fumbling, thereby affording 
protection when quick action in handling a hot object is 
required by the wearer. 
The sheet 20 may also be made of a heat resistant or 

asbestos material when the wearer requires protection for 
his body and the device 10 may also be provided with an 
upper portion of material complementing the lower por 
tion protecting the upper part of the body of the wearer. 

Refer to FIGURES 2, 3 and 4 which disclose a protec 
tive clothing means 44 which is a modi?cation of the pro 
tective clothing means 10. The means 44 comprises a 
waist band 46 with a stiffened cloth waist band 48 which 
may be covered by a material 50 passing thereabout and _ 
sewn along the seams 52 and 55 at the top and bottom 
edges of the band 48. The covering material 50‘ may be 
imprinted with designs or other ornamental features de 
sired for the clothing means 44, as well as serving the pur 
pose of enclosing the intermediate portion 53 of the uni 
tary elastic band 54. The ends 56, 58 of the waist band 
46 may have strings 60, 62 secured therewith for being tied 
together about the Waist of the wearer for positioning the 
waist band 46 about the front waist of the wearer. 
A pair of hand covering units 64, 66 of the article 44, 

which may be similar to the units 26, 27 of the article 10, 
are each respectively secured to the opposite ends 68, 
70 of the elastic band 54. 
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Each of the ends 68, 70 of the elastic band 54 passes 
through an opening 72, 74 in the front surface 76 of the 
material 50 and through the stiffened band 48, each re 
spectively positioned towards the opposite ends 56, 58 
of the band 46. After passing through the opening 72, 
the band 54 passes along the band 46 proximate its rear 
surface 78 towards the end 58 (see FIGURE 3). After 
the band 54 passes through the center region 80 of the 
band 46, it freely passes through a loop of material 82 
secured with the band 46, after which it extends in the 
reverse direction and passes through the openings 84, 86 
in the band 46 positioned on each side of its center 80. 
This causes the center of the elastic band 54 to be secured 
at the center region with the waist band member 46. 
After passing through the opening 86, the band again 
extends in the direction toward the end 56 of the band 
46 until its direction is reversed by freely passing through 
the loop of material 88 which is secured with the band 
46. With its direction reversed, the band 54 extends 
along the back surface 78 of the band 46 toward the 
end 58 of the band 46 until it passes through the opening 
74 and has its end 70 attached to the covering unit 66. 
The material 50 which extends about the band 46 also 
covers and conceals within it the intermediate portion 53 
of the elastic band 54, without in any way interfering with 
the extension and contraction of the elastic band 54 
through the loops in material 82 and 88 along the back 
surface 78 of the stiff band portion 48. 
With the arrangement disclosed, the hand covering units 

64, 66 may be positioned by the elastic member in its 
unextended condition proximate to the ends 56, 58 of 
the waist band 46 of the protective clothing means 44, 
while allowing suf?cient expansion of the units 46, 66 
from the band 46 as required by the user with the hands 
received within the units 64, 66. 

This is evident from the great length of the elastic band 
56 provided by the clothing means 44 in which the band 
is extended in reverse directions by freely passing through 
the loops of material 82, 88. The pasasge of the central 
portion of the band 54 through the centrally positioned 
longitudinally displaced openings 84, 86 in the band 
member 46 also provides a central attachment to the waist 
band 46 from which left and right hand portions of the 
elastic band 54 are respectively individually extended 
with the extension of the corresponding hands within the 
hand covering units 64, 66. 
The simplicity of construction, the ease and low cost 

of manufacturing the improved protective clothing means 
10 and 44, as well as the high degree of utility provided 
by the disclosed structures, are among the many advan 
tages thereof. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that the in 
vention may ?nd wide application with appropriate modi~ 
?cation to meet the individual design circumstances, but 
without substantial departure from the essence of the in 
vention. 
What is claimed is: 
1, Protective clothing means comprising a waist band 
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for being received about the waist of a person having se 
curing means for retaining said band about said person, 
a pair of hand covering means for protecting the hands 
of said person, and an elastic band having ?rst and second 
ends secured respectively with said hand covering means 
and intermediate portion extending and secured along 
said waist band, said ?rst and second ends of said elastic 
band extended from said waist band in spaced relation 
ship for positioning said covering means along the sides 
of said person for receiving the left and right hands of 
said person, the intermediate portion of said elastic band 
being provided with a retaining loop at its center passing 
through said waist band and provides a pair of expand 
able loops on opposite sides of the center of said elastic 
band for providing extension of said covering means, 
said covering means being positioned proximate said waist 
band by said elastic band in its unextended condition for 
receiving the hands of said persons and said covering 
means may be extended from said waist band by the ex 
tension of said elastic band including expansion of the 
loops of the intermediate portion of said elastic band, said 
hand covering means each being comprised of a ?exible 
heat insulating material and each having an opening for 
receiving therein and protecting a hand of said person for 
the handling of hot objects. 

2. Protective clothing means having a waist portion 
for being received about the waist of a person and secur 
ing means for retaining said waist portion about said per 
son, ?rst and second hand covering means for protecting 
the hands of said person, a ?rst elastic band having a ?rst 
end secured with said ?rst hand covering means and a 
second end secured with the waist portion of said clothing 
means, and a second elastic band having a ?rst end secured 
with said second hand covering means and a second end 
secured with the waist portion of said clothing means, 
said ?rst and second elastic bands when in their unex 
tended condition being of a length for retaining said 
covering means proximate said waist portion for respec 
tively receiving the hands of said person at less than arms 
length and allowing the extension of said elastic bands for 
extending said covering means from said waist portion to 
the arms length of said person. 
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